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Preface 



The burden of authorship is mdee<l heavy, but 
the responsibi[it_v of tiUe-makj[ig is insupporUbk- 
Therefore, while I bear the onus that may fall 
upon me because of ihe conlenls of this book* I 
leave to my publishers the credit — nr the blame — 
that may cunie from the title whidi they have 
selecicd. Presumptiious. no doubtf I am to attempt 
to crowd within the spa.ce at my command a his- 
tory of the Civil Wiir, hut. believe me, to my sins 
of commission cannot be added that of arrogantly 
assuming that this book of mine is the only " true" 
history of the war betweeii the States. Indeed, so 
clearly do I recognize the futility of such a claim^ 
that here, in all humility and gratitude, I express 
my obligations to the distinguished historians and 
the score and more of patient students whose re- 
searclies have made my work the easier, as well as 
to those persons who have placed at my disposal 
tlie orig-jnal sources uj^n which T in great part 
rely; and 1 am especially indebted to W. R. Gar- 
rett, of Nashville, Oakley P. Haines, of Baltimore, 
and Alfred Brittain, of Newark, not only for their 
kindness in reading the proof of this vofumc, but 
for the many helpful suggestions made by them. 

I may say, without disparagement to the his- 
torians whose works have won deserved credit^ that 
the word " True," which the pubKshers have 
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6 PREFACE 

chosen as best describing this book, haft in it some- 
thing; of force. It does not, as here used, mean 
absolutely free from error. " Tnie," in our titl^ 
means unprejudiced and non-sectional, and in this 
sense i accept it as placing my book in — not out- 
side of — the ranks of those histories which have 
won the respect of their readers. Perhaps, too, in 
following out the idea expressed by the word 
" True," I have succeeded in producing a book that 
in some degree differs from existing histories in 
that it is not written from the stand-point of a 
neutral. What is said of any section is said as a 
partisan of that section. I have endeavored when 
writing of the North to write as a Northerner, of 
the South as a Southerner, and in all this as an 
American upon whom all the States have a daJni. 
The book attempts no balancing, no hedging, no 
glossing, and it seeks no *' golden mean," — for 
there is no true mean in passion, and the Civil War 
was a conflict of passion. I give, therefore, a book 
of extremes — of uncompromising conclusions. I 
present men and events as they were, not as they 
might have been. In this presentation i have 
necessarily written plainly, perhaps brutally, but 
In every case in strict honesty. 

Guy Carlkton Lee. 

JoBMs HoPKiiJs University. 
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The True History of the 
Civil War 



IN THE BEGlNNIIfC 

The seeds ol dissension between the North 
and the South were carried to Virginia in the 
ships commanded by Newport, and to Massachu- 
setts in the "Mayflower." Each kind fell upon 
soil well adapted to nourish Its characteristic*^. 
The progress of the colonization and settle- 
ment oi the sections was so affected by natural 
laws that the g-erms of antagonism developed 
until dissensions in opinion became conflicts 
of force; and the union of States, the result of 
rebeition and compromise, was well-nigh perma- 
nently diBsolved into congeries of conflicting 
democracies. 

Elemental causes of the great conflict between 
the sections may be seen, for example, in the 
spatial separation of the people, their differing 
social antecedents in the old country, the indus- 
trial and social results of contrasting climatic in- 
fluences, and the political consequences ot differ- 
ing locations and environments. In all this, 
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12 THE TRUE CIVIL WAR. 

however, there is not found anything that is 
necessarily productive of disunion. 

In the beginning of their history the people oE 
the United States were not far from being homo- 
geneous. It is safe to say that^ under similar 
succeeding conditions, racial differences, as well 
aa those resulting from social status, might have 
disappeared, for there was no natural barrier 
between North and South; indeed, the confor- 
mation of the country is as if it were designed 
for one people. Of this Abraham Lincoln made 
a point in his inaugural address: 

"We cannot srpararc. v.e cannot rmiove onr fctptrlivc 
s«tJona from each otfacr^ Wc unoot build an imp3S£3bl« 
wall betwten rhrm. A husband and a wife may be divDrctd, 
and £□ out oE ihr prr^cticr and beyond the reach of vach 
other, but tht difTereni pang of our country cannot da this. 
Thty csnnot bn) remain face (o ficc, and intrrcrmrsE, 
either n.fnicab1« or hoAlilc. must continue between them," 

Nevertheless, there was in the beginning an 
almost imperceptible rift between the people ot 
the North and those of the South. This grad- 
ually widened until, notwithstanding the neces- 
sity for union, a separation in sentiment, thought, 
and cuslom arose. Thts estrangement developed 
until it gave to the people of the North and the 
South the aspect of two races, manifesting 
towards each other all the antipathy of rival 
and dissimilar nations and, in their disagree- 
ments, rendering impossible either sympathy 
With each other's stand-point or patient listen- 
ing to each other's contention. 
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The direct cause of Uie outbreak of the war 
between the States was slavery ^ the direct object 
of the prosecution of the war was the preserva- 
tion of the Union; but rightly to understand 
these patent elements of the conilict, the far- 
descending causes must be (raced back to those 
influences which threw the North and Ihe South 
out of sympathy with each other. 

The Uiffereiitiatiou of the American people ap- 
pears to have had its beginning in the original, 
pre-co!onial British slock from which they were 
derived. To the North, in the days of settle- 
jnenl, came the alert, democratic, middle-class 
townspeople, while the Southern colonists were, 
in large part, of the rural aristocratic type. 

As two distinct classes of English society set- 
tled America, so did two distinct principles 
actuate and control the settlement itself, — mate- 
rial interests, as sought by the individual adven- 
turer as well as by the whole colony; ideas, 
seeking a refuge in the wilderness from cramp- 
ing intolerance at home. The former directed 
the original settlement of the South; the latter 
were, in great measure, tlie cause of the earliest 
immigrations to the North and more especially 
to New England- 
Newport brought to Jamestown one hundred 
and five souls, of whom one-half were gentlemen 
expecting nothing other than to live as such 
on estates the like of which the law of primo- 
geniture denied to them in the Old World. The 
" Mayflower" conveyed a company of people 
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who were prepared to cling desperately to any 
conditions in which liberty was a possible 
feature. 

We cannot afford to overlook the influence 
exerted on early American social and political 
conceptions by the nature of the agricultural 
products of the different sections of the country. 
While, under the conditions then prevailir^gt the 
crops of the South could be cultivated profitably 
only upon a large scale and by some sort of 
system of enforced labor, those of the North, in 
the very nature of things, made for small farms 
tilled by the owners themselves. In the South, 
therefore, the bondage of the black race found 
easy and welcome acceptance: Large holdings, 
aristocratic institutions, and slave labor were 
natural to Virginia and the other Southern colo- 
nies, while in New England small holdings, dem- 
ocratic institutions, and free labor prevailed. 
The contrast is such, therefore, that divergence 
of habit and sentiment can alone be expected 
in the succeeding history. Would the results 
have been the same had the colonists of Virginia 
settled in Massachusetts Bay and those aboard 
the " Mayflower*' disembarked on the banks of 
the James River? 

We have, then, two peoples who, though geo- 
graphically undivided, inevitably drew apart 
from each other because the dominant strain in 
each originally sprang from different classes of 
society and because of the results of dissimilar 
environment. 
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The social contrast between the colonists of 
Ibe two sections has. however, been frequently 
thrust into too great prominence. We must re- 
memLier that there was a slrong sprinkhng of 
Ifiijcpcndcnts and Covenanters throughout the 
South, and not a few scions of the gentry class 
went to Massachusetts Bay and Connecticut, It 
is, nevertheless, true and vitally important that 
the royalist faction impressed its character on 
Southern social and political habits of thought 
and action, while its despised rival laid the foun- 
dation of New England. But in both North and 
Sonth office-holding became a mark o£ distinc- 
tion and the starling-point of an indigenous 
aristocracy. 

A free soiJ for Puritanism peopled Massachu- 
setts ; a desire to belter their material well-being 
sent colonists to Virginia. It may be open to 
question a^ to whether burning old women for 
witchcraft or paying one hundred and fifty 
pounds of tobacco for a wife were a more de- 
cided reversion to barbarism; at all events, the 
Puritans did not hesitate to enslave the pagan 
aborigines, and African domestic servitude ex- 
isted in all the colonies, while an active com- 
merce in slaves sprang up throughout the South ; 
but in course of time the social ideals as well 
as the industrial conditions of the North grew 
more, as those of the South grew less, impatient 
of slavery. 

Men who have been persecuted cultivate in- 
tolerance when they come into power; *:on£e- 
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quently. the hisses fairc principle was an impos- 
sibility in New England, The immoderation of 
the abolitionist descended to New Englanders 
by direct inheritance from the narrowness of the 
Puritan. When the descendants of the Puritans 
once formed the notion that a thing was wrong, 
no consideration of expediency, extenuating cir- 
cumstance, or the neces3ities of the times could 
divert them from utterly denouncing it. It was 
this habit in their manner of dealing with slavery 
which later on so thoroughly exasperated the 
South. On the other hand, the Southern peo- 
pie took little pains to adapt themselves to 
the peculiarities of their Northern neighbors, for 
the ruling class had not been bred to regard 
with favor a policy of conciliation. Convinced 
of the justice of their cause, and even more confi- 
dent of their ability to carry their point, the de- 
scendants of the Cavaliers strove against the 
sons of the Puritans, and this, too, with an air of 
superiority that caused New England to swallow 
hard, to gulp bai;k, if need were, her rage. 

The disproportion between the natural advan- 
tages of North and South is plain, though the 
worth of that difTerence is by no means so ap- 
parent. When the colonies had developed iato 
Slates, the natural differences between the sec- 
tions were more noticeable. 

Despite her climatic and geographic advan- 
tages, upon which great stress has been laid by 
Tnany historians, the South was behind the North 
in every clement that made for permanent pros- 
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pcrity, and much of her advantage was unavail- 
able. Each census marked an advance in the 
status of the North, and each census warned 
th(? South that, unless some action were taken to 
check the movement of the North or add to the 
progress of the South, the day might speedily 
come when the power of the sUvc-hokling States 
would be as nothing against that of the free 
States with their numerical preponderance " and 
ihe ability to control the legislation of Congress, 
which, under the Constitution, was theirs by 
virtue of their resistless majority/* 

The differences in status and habitat did not, 
however, in the first years of settlement, produce 
a conflict of opinion upon wh,it was to be a 
question that the Civil War alone could answer- 
The subjection of the blacks to enforced ser- 
vitude was, in the beginning of the history of 
the United States, considered compatible with 
both justice and Chd^iianity. As the industry 
of the South was coniined to agricultUfe and the 
raising of semi-tropical products, slavery was 
there regarded as making for the welfare of the 
section. But the manufacturers and traders of 
the North could not avail themselves of slave 
labor. Nature herself excluded New England 
from all possibility of a wide-spread system of 
African bondage. This was realized more 
quickly than the idea of the unrighteousness of 
the traffic was conceived, for, in many cases, the 
thrifty farmers sent their blacks to the South to 
be sold. 
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Slavery was not, therefore, a source oE mis- 
unOerstanUing. It is true that at the very first 
Congres3 petitions were received praying for its 
abolition. They were from Pennsylvania and 
New York. But there were those in the South, 
even among the ranks of the slave-holders, who 
were equally willing to have this design accom- 
plish eii. 

But new inventions, an extension oF territory, 
the desire for tropical luxuries, and a demand 
for home markets united in crushing out the 
genera] abolition sentiment of the eighteenth 
century that. North and South, had been born 
of the French Revolution. Individuals in the 
South, however, continued, even down to the war 
between the sections, to encourage emancipa- 
tion, either by voluntarily maiiuniitting their 
slaves by deed or will or by allowing them to buy 
their timt:; nor was the Liberia scheme without 
Its Southern supporters, though as to the latter, 
the North asserted that the South encouraged 
it for the sole purpose of ridding the land of the 
free negroes. On the other hand, there was 
nothing in the religious or moral ideas of the 
Puritan that specially predisposed him to view 
the institution of slavery with disfavor Be- 
lieving as he did that men should be guided in 
their conduct by the Scriptures, not by the spirit 
breathed through the whole but by the precept 
of each individual text, he quite contentedly fol- 
lowed, and allowed others to follow, the example 
of the Patriarchs, The Puritans who removed 
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lo the South soon became slave-holders them- 
selves, and not a few defended the institution 
from the Bible, as diU Southern divines at a later 
date. 

Public opinion in the North, however, where 
domestic semtude was not profitable, grew more 
and more opposed to tlie institution, especially 
after the discovery thai slavery and the tariff were 
irreconcilable, until at last the institution was 
there stigmatized as "the sum of all viUanies," 
A corresponding determination to maintain the 
system manifested itself in the South, where it 
was looked upon as being essential to Southern 
economic conditions. The people of the one 
section condemned as a sin an act which they 
■were under no temptation to commit; the people 
of the other section saw a dispensation of Provi- 
dence in that which their fancied interest predis- 
posed them to maintain- Consequently, all the 
latent antagonism of social organization, ideals, 
and pursuits which existed between the North 
and the South was stirred into lively activity by 
the efforts of the abolitionists. In the long 
struggle of this party of agitation to win public 
opinion to their cause, was evinced in wordy 
debate all that bitterness which was later to char- 
acterize the fratricidal war. Misunderstanding, 
originally arising from the causes mentioned, 
warped and distorted the view which the people 
of each section look of the aims of the other. 
All the virtue and honor of the South was held 
as naught by a large and growing party that 
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had eyes for nothing but the c^^l of African 
bondage, while those to whom slavery seemed 
an economic necessity stubbornly refused to rec- 
ognize any honesty of purpose in the North- 
Given the institution of slavery as the bone of 
contention between sections already predisposed 
to jealousy and misunderstanding, and ultimate 
conflict is almost inevitable. With the introduc- 
tion of the slavery question into Congress, a new 
school of statesmen spmng up. In the North 
men looked to the future, with novel conceptions 
of national life and power; in the South nearly 
every eye reverted, almost instinctivelyi to the 
past and scanned with eagerness the forgotten 
Articles of Confederation with their reservations 
as to State sovereignty. Unfortunately, there 
were few, either at the North or at the South, 
who understood the portent of the situation. 
Perhaps that was too much to expect. But to 
the average Southern mind, " our people" and 
*^our country" meant one thing; to the average 
Northern mind, quite another. 

Another potential dissimilarity between the 
two sections is found in their prevailing' eccle- 
siastical systems. Congregationalism in New 
EnglnmU with all its Hebraistic Eutopianism 
and nine l-aws, fostered a theocracy which was 
iu renlily a democracy. The church in the South 
made the |>nrish the vmit of government. The 
veslrics presiding over these parishes were, in 
many cases, close and co-optative corporations, 
which hnd no small effect in accustoming the 
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people tf> leave public matters in the hands oi 
their leaders. 

Southern society contained in its constitution 

all those elements which tend to resist change. 
Urban centres were few and small, while the 
large areas of the Slates, as contrasted with 
those of the Northern commonwealths, was a 
barrier to intercommunication. Then, too, the 
North was progressive in its opinions, principles, 
and organizations, while the South was stub- 
bornly conservative. Hence, iu the discussion of 
every nationaJ (juestion which involved a new 
departure, there arose suspicion and misunder- 
standing. Tory and Whig did not wish to agree. 

Moreover, in the North every institution 
tended lo excessive individualism and to the 
union of the various sections. The growth of 
town life directed towards the municipal organ- 
izations those local attachments which at the 
South, in the absence of urban centres, went to 
the States. 

Everywhere were being built cities which 
gathered their inhabitants from all parts of the 
North. The different sections became bound 
together by canals, railroads, and telegraphs. 
Companies for hanking and commercial purposes 
drew their members and capital from all direc- 
tions, indifTerent to State boundaries. Manu- 
facturing and trade made strongly for disinte- 
gration. Religious and educational assodationa 
arose, which included members in cities and 
towns Far asunder. All this militated against an 
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exclusive affeclion for the individual State, but 
fostered patriotism in a wider and national sense. 

The inhabitants of the North have always 
been in a large measure a floating population 
and one of varying elements. Side by side with 
the immense influence of migration stood that 
of immigration. The stream n\ foreign immi- 
gration which emptied itself almost exclusively 
upon the shores of the North brought an ever- 
increasing body of people from Great Britain, 
Ireland, Germany, Scandinavia^ and other Euro- 
pean countries. These scattered in all direc- 
tions; while attached to the government of the 
country in which they obtained citizenship, they 
naturally could not hold deep-rooted prcdileo- 
tion for any one Stale. 

Foreign immigration had little efTecl on the 
South ; in fact, it was scarcely present, being ex- 
eluded and rendered almost impossible by the 
presence of slavery. In view of these patent 
facts, it is no wonder that the drift towards cen- 
tralization, which early gained ground at the 
North, was first largely a matter of indifference 
and later a subject of stern opposition in the 
South. 

Notwithstanding the final ratification of the 
Federal Constitution by the Thirteen States, and 
notwithstanding the fact that there was no more 
opposition to its acceptance in the South (save 
the hitter attack led by Patrick Henry) than in 
the North, the exceptions taken by the delegates 
from Maryland to the Articles of Confederation 
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of 1778 express a jealousy of national preroga- 
tive which, on the part of the South, was never 
overcome, and which, with the other causes wc 
have indicated, brought about the movement 
which culminated in that conflict which to one 
side was a war between the States, to the other a 
rebellion. 



II 

THE SLAVERY PROBLEM 

The blight of negro slavery infected the South 

in the very earliest infancy of its history. In 
1619 a ship, engaged in the Dutch trade, touched 
at Jamestown and there sold a few negroes to 
the colonists. This traffic, howevert did not 
greatly flourish at first, for in 1650 — or thirty- 
one years after their first introduction — only 
three hundred negroes were to be found in Vir- 
ginia. It was not until 1663 that the institution 
began to take a firm hold in Virginia. At that 
date a sharp impetus was given to the traffic by 
the formation, in England, of a company for the 
special purpose of importing slaves ; a head-right 
or bonus being awarded the colonists who im- 
ported negroes, the traffic grew apace. The 
Royal African Company, at the head of which 
was the Duke of York, had the monopoly of this 
business; it increased its profits and forced 
slavery on the colony by the enactment of laws 
which cut ofif the supply of indentured servants. 
Down to a late date, however, the people of Vir- 
ginia looked upon slavery as an evil which they 
had been compelled to accept and of which they 
would gladly be rid. 

In South Carolina, natural conditions made 
slave labor more acceptable. The rice-plant was 
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early brought from Madagascar. For it and for 
indigo^ also» the soil of South Carolina was found 
to be cmmently suitable; but the cultivation of 
these products was attended by conditions disas- 
trous to the health of white people, and it seemed 
as if there was little chance for the planters 
unless they could procure Africans, who were 
better suited to the work. In one year a slave 
could produce enough rice and indigo to defray 
his whole cost. It was impossible for the not 
overactive principles of humanity then existing 
to Stand in the way of such attractive prospects 
of gain. 

The condition of the slaves employed in this 
kibor was one of extreme degradation. The only 
indication that their owners regarded them as 
being in the least degree removed from the 
nature of beasts is found in the severe laws eti- 
acted to prevent an uprising. Many of these 
enactments, however, were less bloody than they 
now seem, and were made either to terrorize the 
newly arrived savage Africans or to ward off 
the influence of the West Indian blacks — ever a 
source of dread in the far South, Whipping was 
the universal punishment for bondmen, white or 
black. Mutilation was the next step in severity. 
Death was the statutory punishment in the South 
for the majority of crimes committed by negrocSi 
though deportation was greatly favored; hang- 
ing was the common form of execution, and we 
have recurd of negroes having been burned at 
the 5take— in the North. There was no legal 
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recognition of any binding form of marriage 
among slaves, and m consequence sexual rela- 
tions were extremely promiscuous. But custom 
was softer than the positive law. and in course 
of lime slaves were encouraged to go through 
the marriage ceremony before a minister. 

An endeavor was made to establish and main- 
lain Georgia as a free colony. Oglethorpe, who 
founded it m 1773, was in so doing largely moved 
by his desire io provide the large number of debt- 
ors who languished in the London prisons an 
opportunity to make a new start under improved 
conditions. Consistency demanded that, with 
such an origin, the colony should contain none 
but free inhabitants. Its founder maintained 
that slavery was contrary lo both the Gospel and 
the fundamental law of England, " We refused," 
said he. "as trustees, to make a law permitting 
such a horrid crime." Besides this, Oglethorpe 
clearly saw the effect thai slavery would have 
on the poor white laborer; his purpose in founds 
ing the colony was nof to provide the affiuent 
an opportunity profitably lo invest their wealth, 
but lo give the unfortunate a chance to redeem 
their fortunes. But these humane provisions 
were not for long regarded. _ At the first, the 
planters hired slaves from the South Carolinians; 
and within seven years from Oglethorpe's first 
landing, cargoes of neE"roes captured in Africa 
were being unloaded at Savannah, 

During its early history Georgia was for a time 
the scene of the labors of Whitefield, the great 
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Methodist preacher, who founded an orphan- 
house at Savannah, It is interesting, as illus- 
tratmg how the slave traffic was viewed by the 
most religious men of that time in respect to its 
morality, to note the position which Whitefield 
took in the matter. In a letter written in 1751 
he expresses himself as having- no doubt as to the 
lawfulness of keeping slaves; and he states the 
opinion that Georgia wouJd have been much 
more prosperous if the use of them had been 
earlier permitted. At the same time, he was 
careful to indicate how gain and godliness, profit 
and piety, might be combined : 

"Though it i^ Irut thrj atp brought in a wrong Wiy 
from [heir own country, and it is a Iradp not io h« ap- 
proved nf, yet m !l wi}] he carTJri] on whelher we will OT 
not, 1 should (hiak niyadf highly favored if I could pur- 
chase a good mrniber of Ihem in order lo make ihdr Uvw 
romfoTiahlc, and lay a foundation for bmding up their 
pc^sLerity in th? nurtarp and admonition ot the Lord- 1 
had no hand in bringing them inio Geor^a, though my 
judgment was for it." 



At the time oF his death this famous divine 
owned seventy-five slaves, whom he bcque;ithed 
to a lad)' who was also a reli^ous zealot of his 
own type, 

Whitefield as a slave-owner was not excep- 
tional among clergymen. Even Jonathan Ed- 
Wards owned slaves, as a bill of sale still in exist- 
ence plainly shows. In the North as well as in 
the South slaves were held by the clergy- 

Tafhc in human beings was attended by no 
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compunctions of the Puritan conscience. As 
with ihe South, so ibe records of slavery in Mas- 
sachusetts begin with its earliest history, Th« 
first statute establish in y; slavery in America is 
to be found in the famous Code of Fiinda- 
meatals, or Body of Liberties of the Massachu- 
setts Colony in New England, — the first code of 
laws of that colony, adopted in Deceml>er. 1C41. 
The first persons held in bondage were Indians 
captured in the Pequot war of 1637. But in 
order that these might not be a menace to their 
captors, the men were sold in the Bermudas, 
while the wonicn were distributed as domestic 
servants in the towns around the bay. This 
treatment was in many cases attended by great 
sorrow to the unhappy captives. In earliest New 
England we find no regard for the preservation 
of the integrity of the slave family. In the eigh- 
teenth ceniury even the parting, by salcn of par- 
ents and children or of husband anU wife, a pro- 
ceeding which was to be held in the bitterest 
reproach by thf North when it was practised 
in the South in the nineteenth century, did not 
attract appreciable disapprobation. 

The giving away of little negroes as soon as 
weaned was then a common civility, much as it 
now is for one to present a friend with a puppy. 
Little regard was paid to any natural affection a 
black mother might be supposed to cherish for 
her offspring. " A likely negro woman about 
nineteen years, and a child of about sixteen 
months, to he sotd together or apart," — this is an 



THE SLAVERY PROBLEM 



39 



example of the sorl of advertisement frequently 
seen in Boston in the eighteenth century. 

The destruction of home ties by the removal 
of slaves tu new sections of the country, where 
they were frieii<lle&,% was later to be a matter of 
reprobation when the antislavery agitation was 
on; but in this New England again led. No 
words can describe this practice so well as those 
of Edward Everett at Bloody Brook, in iSj5, 
when he speaks of the treatment of the family of 
Philip, the great Pequot chief: 

"And wliai was the iatc of Philip's wife and his son? 

This i* a lalt fcir husli^inds anJ wives, for parpnts and 
childTCQ. VouriB men and women, you cannot understand 
it. What wa", the Jalc of Philip':^ wiEe and child? Sh^ is 
a woman, ht is a iad, They did not surely liang them. 
No^ that woLild havrr Lcpn mercy- The boy it tlic grandson, 

his mother the dauehEcr-in-law, of goad old Ma^sasoiE, Lhc 
^rM and bi?5t friend ihr Eiig]i>ih ever bad in New Engjand- 
Pefhaps— pcrhapj, now Philip la sFain^ and hi*» narriori 
tca[[er«d to the four winds, they will allow his wife and 
■on to go hack — ihe widow and tltc orphan — lo finish their 
days and sorrows in ihdr nati^■e wilderness. They are 
sold into ilavrrxn Wctt Ttidian jilavcryl an ludiiin princrss 
and her child, sold from the cool brec7ea of Mount Hope, 
from the wild frrrJoin of ji New Rngland forc&l, to Ea!*p 
mider the laih, beneath the blaning aun of the iroptat 
'Hitler as Jcaih;' aye. bitter a« he]!! li there anything — 
1 do not say in the range of humanitr— ia there anything 
animated (hat would not struggle agam«r thisP** 



The enslavement of the Pequols led to the 
establishment of a slave-trade among the North- 
em colonies, find the "Desire." one of the very 
first vessels built in Massachusetts, was fitted out 
for the carrying on of Chat traffic This enter- 
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prise was, tn its first stages, a public matter. 
The colony was the principa] in the business, and 
mdividuals received strong- hints that private in- 
terests were for the present to keep out o£ the 
traffic. However, the profits promised to be so 
large and the demand for slaves in foreign parts 
so constant and increasing that private ventures 
began in ihe ea.rlie5t days of New England's 
commerce. Ships look cargoes of colonial prod> 
ucis across the Atlantic; and then, touching at 
African ports, they procured a load of slaves for 
the homeward run. These negroes were at first 
sold in the Barbadoes and other West Indian 
islands, but the trade finally included the Amer- 
ican coast ports. The trafHc became so popular 
that great attention was paid to it by the New 
England ship-owners, and they practically mo- 
nopolized it for many years. New York, how- 
ever, was not to be outdone by her Eastern 
rival, and her port became a centre of the slave- 
trade. 

To the great discredit of the Puritans, it must 
be admitted that treacherous means were somC' 
times resorted to in order to maintain the supply 
of this kind of merchandise. It is on record that 
on one occasion one hundred and fifty Indians 
were enticed into Plymouth by a show of friend- 
liness, and were then sold out of the country by 
the authorities. The women, however, were 
usually retained as especially acceptable prizes 
bestowed by a Providence having a peculiar re- 
gard for the Puritans. Captain Sloughion, who 
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kd in the Pequot war above iiieiitioiied, wrote 
to Governor Winthrop: 

"By this pinoiicc you &ha]l rcceiTc fortr-cisbt or Glty 
women ami children . . . [unccTning which there \s one I 
formerly mcnlioned, that is the fairest and largest 1 aaw 
among than, 10 whizjin 1 gave n coal to doiht her. J| is 
my desire to have her Cor a servant, if il may island with 
yqtif gi>n/i bking, else not. There is a Mlllc liqu^w that 
Stswari Culacut desireth, to whom he hath given a coat 
Lieut Davtnpnrl also desirrlh one, (o wiL, a aitiall one, 
that h.ii.h ihree strokes npciti her stomach, thus^ — 111 + 
He dF*<ireth her, if it tvill stand with jour liking. Solomon, 
the Jndian, desireth a young Little squav/, which I know 
not." 



The Indians were usually, however, exchanged 
for negroes, called by the colonists " Moors," the 
character of the natives being atich that they 
were of more value elsewhere than in their own 
country. The above-mentioned governor re- 
ceived a letter from his brother-in-law, Downing, 
in which the latter, speaking of the Narragan- 
setts, with which tribe the colonists were having 
trouble, says: 

" It, npon a just war, the Lord should deliver them into 
our hands^ we might easrly hove men, women, and children 
enough to exchange far Moors, which will be more i^infal 
pillajfe for us Than we can conceive, ior I do not see how 
we can thrive luitil we gel in a stock of slaves sufficient to 
do all our busine-^s , [hit our chiMren'i cliildren will liardly 
see this great continent filled with people, so that our 
wrvantfi will tlill desire freedom to plunt for thcmsclvM, 
and not stay but for yety great wa^e?. And I suppose you 
know very well how we thai! maintain twenty Moors 
cheaper than one English servant." 
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But ncgjo slavery never took a very deep hold 
in Massachusetts, For a century after the seitle- 
menl, the number of slaves increased very slowly, 
and It is probable that the largest number at 
any time in the colony never greatly exceeded 
six thousand. They were used almost entirely 
as domestic servants. Their condition was re- 
garded with the same apathy as in the Souihcm 
colonies. The increasing of their number by 
procreation was in the first yeara of the colony 
regarded with favor, and not a few persons 
strove to rear slaves. We have a curious record 
oi this in Josselyn's account of two voyages to 
New England. He tells us that Samuel Mave- 
rick, one of the principal colonists, possessed a 
very superior negress who refused to be mated 
with any of the blacks of her owner. Maverick, 
however, was a stubborn man, and became pos- 
sessed of the idea that the progeny of such a tine 
wench v^ould be oF much value to him. He there- 
fore attempted that of which no Southern slave- 
owner has been accused: seeing she would not 
yield by persuasions to company with a young 
ne^o man he had in the house, he commanded 
hinu willed she nilled she, to go to her bed, which 
was no sooner done than by a fierce struggle she 
ejected the intruder. Her grief was so great as 
to lead her to recount what she regarded as her 
wrongs lo Josselyn, who was at the time visiting 
Maverick. 

The breeding of slaves ceased in New Eng- 
land, but not because of religious or humanila- 
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nan scruples. It was cheaper to buy than to 
rear. White bondmen of almost the same status 
as slaves, and red and black adult slaves, were 
abundant and cheap. Therefore the increasing 
of the slave population by natural means was not 
Looked upon with favor, for childbearing inter- 
fered with service and the rearing of children 
was accompanied by an expense that brought 
no adequate return. In 1680 Bradstreet wrote: 
'* There are very few blacks born here, not above 
five or six in a year at most: none are baptized 
thai I ever heard of." The ordinary practice 
was to sell a slave who was pregnant and to 
dispose of the ofifspritig either before or imme- 
diately after its birth. Two advertisements are 
interesting in this connection ; the first was pub- 
lished In the Continental Journal, March i, 1781, 
and reads : 

"To be Sold, an extraordinary WMy Ncgfo Wenchn 17 
ycati old, ?hc c^n be warrant«1 lo h? strong. hrs.ithy and 
good-natured, has do nolion of Freedom, bss been a1way> 
used to a Farmer'3 Kiichcn and dairyn and is not known to 
have itiy fd1ing» but being with Child, wbicb is the onlj 
fause of her bein^ sold." 

The second was printed in the Independent 
Chronkic on December 14, ai^ and 2S, 1780. and 
15 a curious example of the reluctance of New 
Englanders to rear slaves: 



" A Negro Child, soon exprcUd, of a good ftrs^ii, cnij 
be owned by any Person inclining 10 lake it, «nd Money 
with ii" 

J 
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Active opposition to slavery originated not in 
the conscieiice of the Puritan, nor yet in that of 
the Cavalier, but among the Quakers whom both 
so cruelly persecuted. In i68S some of the fol- 
lowers of William Penn, who were settled in 
Pennsylvania, declared that buying^, selling, and 
holding men in slavery were inconsistent with the 
principles of the Christian religion. 

It was not until 1766, however, that an effec- 
tive movement against slavery was fairly 
launched. By this time, another spirit had begun 
to gain a foothold in the North. From 1767 
until 1774, representatives in the Massachusetts 
Assembly, instructed by their constituents, 
brought in bills "for the total abolishing of 
slavery among us." But these measures suc- 
cessively failed to obtain the governor's ap- 
proval. It was to the interest of England to 
promote the slave-trade and slavery. No clause 
in the Treaty of Utrecht was more jealously 
guarded than that which gave her the exclusive 
right of selling Africans in the Spanish West 
Indies and on the coast of America. In view of 
the policy which England has always consistently 
followed when her commercial interests have 
been in question, it is not surprising that her 
governors in these colonies should frown upon 
legislation so entirely derogatory to those inter- 
ests, "or that the modest efforts of Massachu- 
setts, in T744, should be tnet by Hutchinson and 
Gage with the same spirit which in 1775 dictated 
the reply of the Earl of Dartmouth to the earnest 
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temonstrance of the agent of Jamaica against 
the policy of the government : ^ We cannot allow 
the colonics to check or discourage in any 
manner a traffic so beneficial to the nation/ " 

When, in 1776, the government of Majisachu- 
setts had been reorganized in accordance with 
the advice of the Continental Congress, it made, 
in theory, short work of the question of slavery. 
Some negroes had been taken in an English ship 
and were brought into Salem to be sold. This 
was prevented by the General Court, and the 
House passed a resolution that: "The selling 
and enslaving the human species is a direct viola- 
tion of the natural rights alike vested in them 
by their Creator, and utterly inconsistent with 
the avowed principles on which this and the 
other States have carried on their struggle for 
liberty." But this resolution accomplished little, 
for the sentiment of the community was divided; 
the majority of the people were not as yet of the 
opinion that slavery was wrong. Traffic in slaves 
continued, and even in 1780 the newspapers of 
New England contained many advertisements 
like the following: 

"To be Scild, very Chrap. for no olhrr Rnson than for 
want of Employ, an exceeding Active Negro boj, aged 
flflcFn. Alio, a likely Negro Girl, agnl seventcst/* 

"To be sold i UUely Negro gir], iti years of Age, for no 
fault, but wint of employ." 

** To be Solfl, a. hkely Negro Boy, about ij jearg old, 
uvelf QkuUted to wait on & Gcndentan. Inquire of the 
Printer." 
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"To b« Sold, 4 lihdr ywxng Cow and C*H. Inquire ot 
die Printer." 



"To be So]<1, for want of cmptoymeni, an encndinj? 

lilcpfy Nrgra Girl, a^d fiJltcn. 

"To be Sold, H likely Kegro Boy, about eighlMn ymn 
o( Age, fit for lo arrve i Gentlcimn, ta icfid horact or to 
work in the Couatzy/' 

The sentiment against slavery was, however, 
on the increase. The principles of liberty, which 
for two decades had been sedulously preached 
by the revolutionists, were extended by a certain 
portion of the community to cover the blacks in 
bondage. The idea of abolition began to grow. 
Resting solely upon a humanitarian base, it 
might not have endured; but sentiment was re- 
inforced hy economic conditions. It had been 
proved beyond question that slavery was un- 
profitable in New England^ and, further, that free 
negroes were a '* dead-weight'' to the community 
and a clog to free white labor 

A section of the early antislavery party ex- 
hibitedj in 17S0, positive antagonism to the veiy 
presence of the blacks, and by an act of March 
26. 1788, all negroes resident in Massachusetts 
and not citizens of some one of the United Stales 
were ordered to depart under penalty of whip- 
ping. 

But, on the other hand, slavery was the source 
oF large and constant profit to those buying, sell- 
ing, or carrying negroes. These persons, backed 
by those to whom slavery was a patriarchal insti- 
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tutton to be clierishcd, or a matter concerning 
the internal polity of a sister State and not lo be 
interfered with, continued in power until the 
period just anterior to the Civil War, though 
slavery in New England practically ceased early 
in the century. 

The antislavery party, however, secured, with- 
out opposition, in the constitution of 1780 a 
clause which read: "All men are born free and 
equal, and have certain natural, essential, and un- 
alienable rights,'* In the following year the Su- 
preme Court construed this as rendering the 
condition of slavery impossible in ihe Common- 
wealth. Yet it can be held to have done so only 
by implication, and in not a few cases the impli' 
cation was not regarded. In fact, though actu- 
ally prohibited, slavery in strict legality was not 
formally abolished in Massachusetts until 1866, 
when it was ended throughout the United States 
by the Xlllth Amendnicnt. It is a curious fact 
that the legal termination of slavery in Massa- 
chusetts was accomplished by the votes of Geor- 
gia and South Carolina, those States towards 
which the abolilionists had been most bitter. 

In Rhode Island emancipation took place in 
1773. Slavery in New Hampshire died a natural 
death, all negroes born after the constitution of 
T776 was adopted being considered free. Those 
of Connecticut were freed in 17841 that is to 
say, the Legislature then passed an act declaring 
that all persons born of slaves after the 1st of 
March in that year should be free at the age 
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of tweniy-five. In 1799 New York also T>asscd 
a law for the gradual emancipation of the slaves 
within her territory, the number of whom at that 
time was approximately twenty-two thousand. 
Vermont, by her constitution of 1 793, pro- 
hibited the institution. In like manner, it soon 
disappeared from New Jersey and Pennsylvania, 
while the Ordinance of 17S7 excluded it from 
the Northwest Territory- At the same date, 
however, the Federal government recognized it 
in the nascent State of Tennessee, and, also, 
it gained a foothold in Kentucky by a constitu- 
tional provision of that State. Thus did the in- 
stitution cross the AUeghanies, to become, later 
on, a fresh bone of contention when the trans- 
Mississippi region was thrown open to settlers. 

One of the various causes that operated to 
expel negro slavery from the North was the 
readiness with which while servants were bought 
and sold. These were either the so-called re- 
demptioners, or apprentices, — " those bound for 
a term of years," as the Federal Constitution 
styled them. The former came over originally 
as indentured servants: the latter were either 
minors who wished to learn a trade, or children 
whose parents were dead or unable to support 
them. Similar classes were found in the South 
also, but, owing to the solidarity of the Caucasian 
race and the ease wlUi which slaves could be pur- 
chased, they grew less and less frefjuent. In the 
North, in the eighteenth century, the indentured 
servants were not only subjected to many of 
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e restraints imposed by Southern cwneis cm 
their black slaves, but it was no tincomincxi 
thing to Jind the unexpired terms of such persons 
advertised for sale- The Pennsykania GazttU 
for August 21, 1755, for example* contains an 
advertisement of the sale of " a white lad and a 
negro woman;" it was added that "the man 
writes a good hand and is very good at ac- 
counts." 

The world has never known a more powerful 
advocale of universal freedom than was Thomas 
Jefferson, The earnest effort which he put forth 
to have a denunciation of slavery incorporated 
in the Declaration of Indepetidencc is a well- 
known matter of history. In the first draft which 
he wrote of this famous document, referring to 
George III., he accused him of being 

" detrrmincd to keep orien a markei where men ihonLd be 
bought and «o1d, be ha*> prosiituted hi» ncg^livF for iu(»- 
pr«s±inff every LcgiakLive atiempt it> prohibit or restrain 
(hi& execTablf commercF And tb^i ihi^ a^umblag? of 
horrors might want do fact of distJa^ished dye, he is now 
exciting C-ho^ very p«ppte 10 ri^t in ann« a^inst ix%, and 
purchase thai liberty of which he has deprived them bT 
rnurderinp the people on whom he hat obtruded them, 
thus payiriff off former crime* comiriiTed against the liber- 
ties of one people wUh crimes which he urges them to 
commit against the lives of another/' 



This ardent denunciation oE a system so hate- 
ful to Mr. Jefferson's sense of justice, though it 
was concurred in by all the best men of Virginia, 
including Washington, Randolph. Madison, 
Henry, and Mason, was struck out from the final 
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draft of the Declaration, in deference to the 
wishes of many in the South and not a few in 
the North, Regarding this omission. Mr. Jeffer- 
son eaya: 

"The c}3\:ic, loo, reprolaiing ihe rn^Uving the inhabi- 
Unti of Africa waa ^imck ouc in complaisance to Sauth 
OirgJina and G«orgia» wha had never acceinpted 1o rrElrvn 
the imporution oi abvefi. ind who, on the contrary. siUl 
»i»hed lo continue it. Our Norlhcm brelhroi also, I 
behcve, felt a MtlJe tender under those cetisureat for. 
Ihuugh their people had very few slaves them^lves, yet 
they had been pretty considerable carriers of them to 
oLhers," 

It is interesting to note, in view o( later 
history, the argtiment3 advanced in favor of 
ilavery by Northern leaders when the aid of Ihe 
South was needed in the Revolutionary War, 
For example, when, on Friday. July 12. 1776. the 
Congrcssiona.! Committee appointed to draft 
Ihc Articles of Confederation made its report, a 
debate followed regarding the manner of voting 
and the amount each State ought to contribute 
towards the common treasury. In the course of 
the discnssion, John Adams remarked "that as 
lo this matter it was of no consequence by what 
name you called your people, whether by that 
of freemen or of slaves. That in some countries 
the laboring poor were called freemen, in others 
they were called slaves; but that the difference 
lo the State was imaginary only/' Adams then 
went on to ask : 

"What mailers it whether > landlord employing ten 
Uboieri an his iarm givu them uuEuany as mdch niDney 
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as will buy them the Deaffiarieg of life, or ffivec tfaeni 
(hose necessaries at short hand? The Icii laborers add iit 
much wealth iumually to the Sute, increase iCa exporu 
R.i much EH Ilie one case 39 the uThrr. . . . Suppose, by an 
cxiraorditiary operation oi caturc or of law, one-half the 
laborers of a Stale could in ihe course of one night br 
transformed into slaves,— would ihe Stele be made the 
poorer or Ihc less able lo pay taxes?" 

He adOcd that the condition of the laboring 
poor in most countries — particularly the fisher- 
men of the North — was as abject as that of 
slaves I 

The treatment of the subject of slavery by the 
fratners of the Constitution is a matter very per- 
tinent to the purpose oE this history. At that 
time (1784) Congress lacked but one vote of 
precluding those disputes which afterwards led 
to the Civil War, Jefferson proposed a clause 
which provided for the interdiction of slavery, 
after the year 1800, in all territory west of the 
States then existing and above the parallel of 31° 
north latitude. This included the territory which 
afterwards formed the States of Kentucky, AJa- 
bama, Mississippi, Tennessee, also all to the 
northwest of these. So radical an antislavery 
clause was lost by one vote: and when it is con- 
sidered how all the great national disputes arising 
from the admission of Territories as slave States 
might have been forefended by the turning of so 
slight a balance, it seems wonderful that an All- 
wise Providence, that is supposed to watch the 
destinies of nations, did not intervene to ward off 
such a cataclysm as resulted- 
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In 17S7 an act was passed which differed Irom 
the above in that it took effect immediately and 
prohibited slavery in only the Northwestern 
Territory. Four of the Southern States were 
represented in the convention which adopted 
this ordinance, and every one of their delegates 
voted for it. It is almost certain that had it 
not been for the adoption of this ordinance, 
Illinois and Indiana would later have been or- 
ganized as slave States. Webster said of this 
measure : 

" It fixed forcvw the chancter of the population in the 
VASt regions northwest of Ihe Ohio, by excluding from 
them involunlary Kervitude. It impressed on (he soil itself^ 
whi^c yet & wilderness, an incapacity to sustain any other 
than freemen. It laid Ihe interdict againsC personal servi- 
tude, in original compact, not only deeper than all local 
law, but deeper also than all locat constitotions." 

\Vhcn the great struggle came later, it gave a 
preponderance of power to the free States. 

Curiously enough, the Articles of Confedera- 
tion made no provision for llie return of slaves 
fleeing (rotn one State to another, although such 
a clause had been inserted in the articles of 
I'uinn between the New England Colonies, made 
in the preceding cenlury. As slavery rested on 
local cuHtonis, thi* owners oi this species of prop- 
erty could rely, in ihc absence of a cotnpact, only 
on (ho Cimncsy of the provinces where slavery 
was uim c\isu*uL This had been obser\-ed in 
eai'ly days, bul the failure of the Articles of Con- 
fedcralion to oufotce the tight, added to the 
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atigmenting spread of abolition principles, be- 
came a source of irritation between the Northern 
and Southcm States. 

In the Federal convention of 1787 the question 
was ihoroughly discussed. As for the foreign 
slave-trade, it was almost unanimously repro- 
bated, although the South Carolina and Georgia 
members declared that they would not consent 
to its immediate prohibition, as they had lost a 
vast number of negroes during the war and they 
wished time in which to lay in a new supply. It 
must be said, to the credit of the South, however, 
that Virginia was the first State North or South 
to prohibit the slave-trade, and Georgia was the 
first State to incorporate a prohibition of it in 
her constitution- Meanwhile, all the slave States 
insisted that, in view of the altered opinions of 
the North in respect of domestic servitude, some 
guarantee ought to be made of their right and 
title of ownership. It was insisted that a full 
recognition of this Hght was indispensable to 
this form of property and vital to the mainte- 
nance of their domestic interests. The most cur- 
sory reading of the discussions of this subject 
will plainly show that unless some pro\'ision had 
been made for the surrender of slaves fieeing to 
the non- slave -holding Slates, the South would 
not have entered the Union, Finally, there was 
considerable diversity of opinion regarding the 
representation in Congress. The outcome of 
the efforts to reconcile the opposing interests 
and views of the two sections was the adoption 
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of three great comp^o^1isf^5. 
voJ» iv. sA) 



(Elliot's Debates, 



" T. The Suits deiiring to continop thdr right to import 
African slaves were to enjoy it. if they saw hi, for tht 
tpace of twenty years> after which it was fotever to cease, 

"2. Owner;* of slave** were (o have the righl lo recapture 
their property in non -«l a ve- holding States^ 

"3. Three-fifths of the slaves were to be represented in 
Congrctt." 

Of less importance than these three compro- 
mises was a fourth, — namely, that there was to 
be no duty otj exports. A<i the South depended 
largely on foreign markets for her products, it 
was thought necessary to guard against hostile 
legislation; but it became necessary to coticedc 
(he right on the part of the new national govern- 
ment to impose duties on imports, — a cause oE 
future trouble hardly less fatal to harmony than 
was slavery itself. Each of the three great com- 
pacts in regard to slavery became, in turn, a pro- 
lific source of discord. 

Shortly after an agreement had been reached 
on the compromises above mentioned> all the 
States had enacted laws forbidding the importa- 
tion of slaves. But South Carolina subsequently 
repealed the law passed by her to that effect, 
asserting that, owing to the failure of the Federal 
government to render aid in the matter, it was 
impossible to enforce her enactment. Charles- 
ton harbor was soon hlled with vessels bearing 
human cargoes. Smith, of South Carolina, in 
a speech delivered in the United States Senate 
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on ihe Missouri Compromise, estimated that dur- 
ing the (hrce years that the slave-trade thug 
remained open more than two hundred slavers, 
carrying upward of forty thousand Africans, 
entered the port of Charleston. Only two thou- 
sand of these slaves, however, appear to have 
been consigned to South Carolina planters^ while 
about eight thousand were intended for Bristol, 
Ne^vport, and Providence dealers; seven hun- 
dred and fifty for Baltimore parties; and about 
two hundred each for Hartford, Boston, and 
Philadelphia persons. Facts Like these, in the 
language oi Smith, will show that " those people 
who most deprecate the evils of slavery and 
traffic in human flesh, when a profitable market 
can be found, can sell human flesh with as easy 
a conscience as they sell other articles!*' He 
then reminded the Senate that one of the mem- 
bers from Rhode Island, De Wolf, had made hia 
fortune in the slave-trade. 

Meanwhile, the whole civilized world was be- 
ginning to cry out against the slave-trade, whose 
greatest blow was received by the declaration of 
the Powers at the Congress of Vienna- This was 
followed by an Act of Congress declaring guilty 
of piracy those caught taking part In the traffic 
Very aoon afterwards South America and the 
West Indies abandoned the trade. But, as 
might have been expected, the three-fifths clause 
(of the Federal Constitution was a constant temp- 
tation to import African slaves. With the acqui- 
sition of Texas and the Pacific section, there was 
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a growing demand for a rcvi^-al of ibe trade in 
order to populate new Territories and preserve 
the influence of the South in Congress, and, not- 
withstanding the vigilance of the governments 
of the United States and Great Britain, a brisk 
trade in African slaves continued to be carried 
on, and numbers were smuggled into this coun- 
try and the West fndieB, down to the outbreak 
of the Civil War. According to New York news- 
papers, thtre were fitted out in thai port, during 
the years 1859 and i860, as many as eighty-five 
slavers, which imported from thirty thousand to 
sixty thousand blacks annually. All proposals 
formally to reopen the commerce were silenced, 
however, by the storm of i860. (Sec Lalor's 
Cyclo. of Pol, Sci.p article Slavery.) 

Regarding the third compromise — that which 
may be designated the suffrage clause — much 
has already been said. It may be added, how- 
ever, that, as the North grew in wealth and 
population, it became more and more dissatisfied 
with an arrangement which gave to the South a 
larger representation than the free population 
warranted. This dissatisfaction reached an acute 
stagti in the struggle over the division of the 
Western territory. The South claimed — and 
with reason — that her soldiery had won Texas 
and the Pacific slope ; that her citizens were im'- 
pelled to move westward by the same causes 
that influenced Northern people in their migra- 
tions; that slaves represented property, and 
that, in respect to the removal of property from 
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one part o( the country to another, all citizens 
stood on an equal footing. The North main- 
tained, on the other hand, that slavery was local, 
that it possessed a political significance, and that 
it should not be extended beyond its existing 
limits. Nor can it be gainsaid that the vast ma- 
jority of Northern people, aside from the nar- 
rower and more fanatical section of abolitionists, 
were sincere in their declaration that It was not 
their intention to interfere with the "peculiar 
institution" where it existed. But such an ideal 
state of things was impossible. The day of com- 
promise was a thing of the past. 

Finally, we come to the fugitive slave clause 
of the Constitution. This provision is to be 
traced to the Confederacy, in which Massachu- 
setts was the ruling colony. The Commissioners 
of the United Colonies found occasion to com- 
plain to the Dutch governor in New Netherlands, 
in 1646, of the fact that the Dutch agent at Hart- 
ford had harbored a fugitive Indian woman-slave, 
of whom they said, in their letter, " Such a ser- 
vant is parte of her master's estate, and a more 
considerable parte than a beast." A provision 
for the rendition of fugitives, etc,, was after- 
wards made by treat)' between the Dutch and 
the English- {Elymoulh Colony Records, ix. 6, 

64, 190) 

As this compromise did more than anything 
else to widen the chasm between the rival sec- 
tions, it may be well to quote it- The language 



ia plain: 
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"Mo p*tfion hHd lo icrvkc or Ijibour in one Suic, und« 
the lawA Ihcreai. CAcapinf wta another, shall in ron^cqucncc 
of any law ur regulation therein, be dEscharsetl from such 
Krvice or lahnur, bul shall be dchvcred Mp. on claim of tht 
part; to whom inch service or laboar nuy be due." 

This provision was unanimously adopted, and 
every Southern inember ol the Constitutional 
Cotivention regarded its terms as sufficient to 
protect the slave-owners. One of their prime 
objections to entering the Union was the fear 
that persons residing in non-slavc-holding States 
would declare free all runaway negroes, or other- 
wise interfere with this form of property, which 
rested on local custom. In 1772 Lord Mansfield 
had decided this very point in Somerset's case, 
and Ihere was a tendency to Follow this precedent 
in New England, The South said to the North: 

'* Our part of ihe country is rwwer than yowri, and we 
need labor: experience has taught m thai the bear farm 
of labor foe in at present k negro slave labor for whow 
cxiAlenrc wc are m no ivisc rcspoa^iblc. If the insljlution 
it de&troyed wc are wrecked. Our lands would become 
valuek!^?: our commrr^c destroyed. Boides there would 
be turned [ooit on u« a horde of black barbartan& To tweep 
■way, as they have done io the West Indian Islands* oor 
faomef, OUT wiv«£^ and our children. Don'i talk lo uk aboul 
the sinfulness of slavery. You did the same thing as long 
as you found it prolirable, Bui when you decided 10 imload 
on us. v<^ face about and preach to us! Vou know nothing 
about the sub]cc(- Leave us lo manase our own afiairs and 
we will accord the same privilege to you. And unless you 
do give us some proteciion there will be no cortiitution, 10 
far as we arc concerned. With the abstract question of the 
rigbleou fencss or unrighteou<inetis of ihe qunlirja wc have 
nothing to do, Our icrins arc known lo you. Will you 
accept or reject them ?" 
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seen above, they were accepted unani- 
mously. 

Congress did not rest here. To an Act parsed 
in 1783, entitled '*An Act respecting fugitives 
from justice, and persons escaping from the ser- 
vice of their masters/' special directions were 
given for the recovery of nmaway negroes. 
The owners, or their agents, of such fugitives 
were empowered to seize them whenever found, 
as in other cases of lost or stolen property, 
without a warrant, and to lake them before any 
Federal circuit or district judge, or any State 
magistrate. Upon proof to the satisfaction of 
such officers, either by oral tesumony or affidavit, 
that the claimant was entitled, under the taws of 
the State from which the runaways fled, to their 
labor or services, it was made the duty of the 
judge or magistrate to give a certificate to that 
effect to the claimant. This was made a suffi- 
cient warrant for his removal of the fugitives to 
the State from wUich they had fled. A fine of 
Hve hundred dollars was to be imposed on all 
persons harboring or concealing slaves after 
notice that they were runaways- 

As the abolition movement gained headway 
at the North, many of the States of that section 
passed so-called " Personal Liberty" laws, which 
were designed to nullify the Constitutional and 
Congressional protection extended to Southern 
slave-holders. (See Acts of PennsyK^ania, 1826, 
pp, 150-155.) Tn three leading decisions of the 
Supreme Courts of Northern States, however. 
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such le^latioti was pronounced unconstitu- 
tionaJ, and a similar conclusion was readied by 
the Supreme Court of the United States in the 
celebrated PrJgg: case. 

After this case, in which Justice Story ren- 
dered a decision in favor of the South, North- 
em opposition to slavery cast aside all efforts 
to clothe itself in legal forms. 

The data thus far presented indicates that, 
taldng into consideration the greater number of 
slaves ia the South and the sceraiogly much 
^eater need of their labor there ih^n in the 
North, the feeling oq the subject was by no 
means con ira diet ory between the two sections 
in 1787. In both sections the presence of slavery 
was encouraged and its growth forced by Eng- 
lish inHuencc. The withdrawal of tbJs pressure 
g&ve economic conditions full play, and the 
Soutfi c^ime to cherish that which the North 
learned to abhor. Bat tn 17S7 many of the 
wisest men in all the States believed that slavery 
would speedily die oi.it in Maryland and Virginia, 
as it had in the North. The majority of their 
Represent^itives in Congress were slrongly in- 
clined to antislavery views. " While pubhc senti- 
ment in the three most sotiihem States lagged 
behind, a Representative from Georgia stated in 
the House, without contradiction, that not a man 
lived in Georgia who did not wish there were no 
slaves, and that everybody believed they were a 
curse to the country " 

But after 1808 — though that was the date at 
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whicli ihe Federal prohibition of negro importa- 
tion came Into force — the whole situation took 
on a different complexion. The invention of the 
<Wtton-gin had entireiy revolutionized the pro- 

ction of cotton. An almost unlimited market 
for this commodity had come with the industrial 
and commercial awakening of England, which 
resuHcd in ihe opening up of the Gulf territory, 
because it was peculiarly adapted to the pro- 
duction of cotton. From that time the profit 
which was to be derived from breeding- slaves to 
meet the ever-increasing demand in Alabama 
and Mississippi overcame the abolitionist senti' 
ment which had prevailed in Virginia. Thus, 
while Ihe antislavery movement grew stronger 
in the North, the system of involuntary negro 
servitude g:ained a corresponding hold upon the 
industrial and political life of the South. King 
Cotton had come into power, and the negro was 
bound to his enslavement. 

Tn the mean time the humanitarian sentiment 
which gained ground in the North, causing the 
people there to view the bondage of the slave 
with deepening repugnance, was reinforced by 
reports of the cruel treatment to which the slaves 
were subjected in the Lower South. The slave- 
block from which fathers were sold from their 
children and children from their parents, with 
no recognition on the part of the dealers of the 
natural affection which might exist even In con- 
nection with a black skin; the severe punishment 
for misdemeanors wliich were excused in the 
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whites; ihc penalties for actions which arr com- 
mended in the free ; the stultifying; of all posi^ible 

and laudable ambition; the slave-gangs on the 
large cotton plantations, under bnitaJ overseei^ 
who believed in no encouragement for a negro 
other than the sting of the lash, — these, to the 
harangued North, appeared so to preponderate 
in the life of the slave that the possibihty o! any 
extenuating circumstances was entirely over- 
looked. 

Abolition societies grew apace. Men in the 
North worked themselves up to a frenzy of de- 
nunciation, until at last such hatred and misun- 
derstanding were engendered between the two 
sections thai a patient hearing became impossi- 
ble. All this misconception and misinformation 
was concentrated in Mrs. 5towe*s famous work. 
That it was an effective book none can deny; 
but nothing is e;tsier than to prove that it is an 
utter misstatement of the situation of the slave. 
The laml>-like *" Uncle Tom" was not a more 
ty|>ical example of the negro slave than was Nat 
Turner, who, in Virginia, in iS^i, led an insur- 
rection of slaves to the massacring of sixty-one 
white persons, mostly women and children. 
That there were " nigger-drivers'' approxi- 
mating the character of Lcgree, and that cruel- 
ties such as his may occasionally have been per- 
pelr^tted. is as undoubtedly true as the startling 
fact that (he most cruel overseers were men from 
the North is undeniable- As a picture of the 
usual condition of slavery, however, the book is 
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absolutely false; but even the ixjssibility of such 
inhumanity is sufficient lo condemn the institu- 
tion in which it could originate. 

Statements alleging the habitually cruel treat- 
ment of the slaves aje unworthy of credence. A 
man does not frequently abuse to its injury a 
valuable piece of property. Moreover, the testi- 
mony of travellers is unanimous in stating that 
the physical well-being of the slave was, except 
ill certain limited districts, the constant care of 
his master. Then there was the absolute devo- 
tion of the slaves to the families to which they 
belonged, well known in antebellum days and 
abundantly proved during the war, and which 
would not have existed — much less endured — if 
cruelty had been the common practice of slave- 
owners. 

The truth of the situation is to-day plain- The 
sections stood as antagonists in a feud of half a 
century- The time of judgment had passed; 
the passions of North and South were aroused. 
The abolitionist movement found its opportu- 
nity. The frothing of fanatics stirred both sec- 
tions to a frenzy with which astute politicians 
played- Tt gave to the leaders the shibboleth by 
which they led the United States into the turmoil 
of secession and the horrors of that war that 
forced the renewal of the partnership the South 
sought to dissolve. 
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The statement that the war was fought for 
and against slavery — though of common accept- 
ance — is true, as already shown, in onJy a limited 
sense. To employ again Abraham Lincoln's 
homely figure. — when a husband and wife, be- 
tween whom there is a decided incompatibility 
of temperament, at last fall out so hopelessly 
that Ihqy seek relief by divorce, the primal cause 
is found not in the particular matter over which 
they quarrelled, but in the incompatibility. The 
South fought because it would brook no inter- 
ference by the Federal government in Slate pre- 
rogntive, particularly as concerned with slavery, 
below Mason and Dixon's line ; the North fought 
for its idea of the Union. From the beginning, 
tlm divergence of sentiment, arising from the 
various cnu.^cs which we have in the preceding 
chapters mentioned, became manifest and look 
historical form in the contest between the two 
politicul parties, Democrat and Whig, which 
conte&t, tLS \s inevitable with political parties, 
was ft crtulinua! slrug|;l<^ for supremacy, WTien, 
in 1856, the new Rciniblican party succeeded to 
(he Whig, slavery became the vital issue. Pre- 
vious to that time It had been mainly a question 
» to which orga^niiatton should hold the balance 
U 
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of power, the South being specially desirous of 

protecting the instituhon. 

Moral considerations in regard to slavery 
were^ as already pointed out, at first a small ele- 
ment in these sectional differences. Hence it 
may truly be said that, inasmuch as the war ulti- 
mately resulted from the bitterness which was 
engendered between the North and the South 
by many years of strife for dominance, it was, in 
point of fact, a war of politicians. In its fiinda- 
menlal causes it was a siriiggle for rule rather 
than a war for right. At the time of the Louis- 
iana purchase, when and where the institution 
of slavery was entirely out of the discussion, 
George Cabot, of Massachusetts, wrote to Sena- 
tor Pickering^ of the same State, giving as his 
reason for opposing the acquisition, " that the 
influence of our part of the Union must be dimin- 
ished by the acquisition of more weight at the 
other extremity/* This gives the key to the con- 
troversy. It was a sustained effort to preserve 
the balance of power, each section endeavoring 
to tip the scales in its own direction, — this, and 
the disagreement as to the extent of Slate auton- 
omy under Ihe Constitution. After the settle- 
ment of the Missouri Compromise, Samuel A. 
Foote, of Connecticut, referring to it, said: 



"The MisfiDuri quesiion did not involve the QUcarioo of 

Ireftloui or ilavcry, but merely i^licllicr ^lavfs now in the 
^untr? might he permitted to reside in Iht proposed new 
Stale; and whether Cong^rcs^ or Mi^^ouri poueiwd the 
power to decide-" 
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So, then, the causes ieading to the Civil War 
may thus be named in order of their progress 
and importance; sectional differences leading to 
the localkation of (he two great political parties 
respectively in the North and the Souths a dis- 
similarity of conception as to Stale rights under 
the Constitution i the lust oE both parties for 
power by means of increased territorial repre- 
sentation, tlie South being increasingly pushed 
thereto by the growing threat of abolition from 
the North, 

In the original compact between the States, 
the smaller ones, apprehensive of k^ppressive 
measures on the part of the larger, insisted on 
an equaHty of senatorial representation as the 
condition of their agreement. The dispropor- 
tionate growth of the population as between the 
North and the South eventually put all the Slates 
of the latter in the position occupied by Mary- 
land. Delaware, and Rhode Island al the first. 
Consequently, the doctrine of Slate sovereignty 
came to be conceived of as the essential protec- 
liou of the South, and her leaders were not slow 
to augment the separatist tendency. 

The South claimed for each State an untram- 
melled freedom of action. It asserted that the 
Constitution was on agreement between sover- 
eign Slates, and that the very essence of sov- 
ereignly was tlie liberty of a State to regulate its 
own inlemal affairs, and its external in so far 
as the miction did not conHict with existing agree- 
mculs, which, however, might be broken at wilL 
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It pointed to the Treaty of Peace in 1783, and 
daimtid that the citing ol the seventl names of 
the States established their sovereignty. It 
pointed to the Articles of Confederation, by 
which it was undeniably stated thai each of the 
thirteen Stales of the Union retained all rights 
of sovereignly. This view of the status of the 
individuals in ihe Union was, for half a century 
and more after the adoption of the Constitution, 
held by the majority of the people of the North- 
ern Slates. But from the first there was an 
active separatist opposition, and the party of the 
Federal idea constantly gainej in strength. It 
held that the naming of the several States in the 
treaty of 17S3 wjs simply a matter of definition; 
that the treaty was not negotiated by the sepa- 
rate States, but by commissioners representing 
their aggregate; and that the Constitution was 
not a compact between Slates, but an agreement 
of alt the people of the territory embraced in the 
United States. It pointed to the fact that the 
Constitution had not been ratified by State legis- 
Jalors, but by the people. From the beginning, 
the politicians of the South denied the soundness 
of the argument, and acted upon the assumption 
of Slate sovereignty, and year after year they 
became strengthened in their position and more 
insistent upon the claims resulting therefrom. 

For the first forty-eight years of its history the 
Union was dominated by the South. During 
that time only two Northern men were elected 
to the Presidency; neither of them served a 
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second term. In 1819 the North endeavored to 
strike a blow at this pre-eminence of the South. 
In that year Missouri petitioned for admission. 
Heretofore new States had been admitted in 
pairs, — a slave and a free coincidently. Thus 
Kentucky came in with Vermont; Tennessee 
with Ohio ^ Louisiana with Indiana; Mississippi 
with Illinois. So there was a tacit agreement 
that the two sections should be equal in their 
territorial gains. But when the bill providing 
for the admission of Missouri came up for con- 
sideration in the House, Representative Tall- 
madge^ of New York, offered an amendment 
(1819) to the effect that the introduction ot 
slaves into the newly proposed State should be 
prohibited, and that all children bom therein 
after its admission should be free at the age of 
twenty-five. This naturally precipitated a dis- 
cussion which spread throughout the country 
and caused intense excitement. The arguments 
advanced by the North were based, naturally, on 
the injustice of slavery. The South insisted that 
the diffusion of slavery did not mean its increase, 
but would, rather, turn out to the betterment of 
the condition of the negroes. It is pretty certain 
that both sides were disingenuous. More terri- 
tory to the South certainly did mean more 
slaves; and, on the other hand, though there 
was a growing repugnance in the North to negro 
servitude, it was many years before the demoli- 
tion of the institution was taken up as an issue 
by practical politicians. 
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The Tallmadge amendment was carried by a 
vt>te of 87 to 76, not withstanding the impas- 
sioned warning from the Territorial delegate of 
Missouri that the measure would endanger the 
Union. The bill, with this amendment, went lo 
the Senate, where it was defeated by the whole 
Southern vote aided by six from the North, and 
Congress adjourned with the question still un- 
decided* The whole country was arousedn 
Public meetings were held everywhere, in the 
Nortli supporting, in the South condemning, 
the amendment; and State Legislatures, in strict 
accordance with their geographical position, 
passed resolutions exhorting Congress to one 
course or the other. Threats o£ disunion and 
bloodshed were in the air. North and South 
for the first time definitely and, so it seemed, 
irreconcilably confronted each other. 

But when Congress reassembled, the whole 
question was seen to have been one of politicians, 
and the direction of the movement incited by 
them was changed by one of those manoeuvres 
common in politics; Maine was seeking admis- 
sion as a Slate. The Senate therefore coupled 
Missouri and Maine on the balance of power 
principle which had long been adhered to. After 
another amendment, prohibiting slavery in the 
former Territory, had been voted down. Senator 
Thomas, of TKinois, proposed that no restriction 
as to slavery be imposed on Missouri in her adop- 
tion of a Stale constitution, but that there should 
be no slavery in all the country ceded by France 
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north of 36° 30', Missouri (whose southern 
boundary this measure of latitude is) being ex- 
cepted horn the scope of the restriction. This 
was the gist of the famous Missouri Compro- 
mise (1S30). After much bitter wrangfling, it 
was at last accepted by both Houses, with the 
assistance of eighteen Northern members, whom 
John Randolph stigmatised as " doughfaces.'' 
As Carl Schurz says, by the Missouri Compro- 
mise " the slave power obtained the present tan- 
gible object it contended for; free labor won a 
contingent advantage in the future." 

What was it that thrust into American politics 
this new question as to whether the inhabitants 
of States about to be created should be permitted 
to hold slaves? No such question had been 
raised previously. Louisiana, Alabama, Ken- 
tucky, and Tennessee, not to speak oE Northern 
States, had been admitted without a breath of 
such discussion^ Certainly in the case of Mis- 
souri it proceeded entirely from the North, and 
the South — especially the slave-holders of Mis- 
souri — was taken by surprise. Doubtless the 
people of the North were cultivating au uncom- 
fortable conscience in view of the inconsistency 
between slavery and the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence, not to mention the influence exerted 
by the concerted action taken by the European 
powers against the foreign slave-trade. But 
"beneath the moral considerations Jay others of 
a political kind, in which were contained the con- 
vulsive force that caused, after several premo- 
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nitions, the social earthquake which has l>een 
witnessed in our days.*' 

Thomas Jefferson saw this clearly. Though 
he had long since retired (rom active participa- 
tion in public affairs, and was now in the late 
eventide of life, he had, by reason of his retire- 
ment, a more comprehensive view of the situa- 
tion than had those who were participators in it 
He said : 

'*The [Missouril question if a mere party irick. The 

LcaJETs of FeiJcrali^iii arc Caking adviiiitagF uf Ihc virtuous 
fccliDS of the people to eHecC a division of particfi by a 
geOgiiiphiral line; Ihcy rxpctt [hat 1hi<< will in^iirc them. 
on local principles, ihe mfljorUy they could never obtain on 
the principles of Ftdciallam. . . The coincirlcnce oE 3 
marked priuctpk. moral and polilicaL, with a ideographical 
line once conceived," he conlinucil, "1 feared would never 
more be obliterated from the mind; that it would be re- 
eurritg on every occasion, and renewing irritations, until 
it would kindle such mutual and mortal haired as to render 
separation preferable to eternal discord. . . . The people o£ 
the Nanh went Eilindfuld into the tnare, and followed their 
leaders for a while with a leal Inily moral and laudable, 
until rhey became sen>^ib1e that they were injuring instead 
of aiding the real interesu of the slaves— that they had been 
used mcrrly a4 lools for electioneering purposes — and that 

trick of hypocrisy then felt a^ quickly at it had been goc 



The Missouri dispute served to band the South 
together m defence of slavery, and it crystallized 
the Southern doctrine of State rights. 

The North had struck at the South, and the 
blow had been parried; now the opportunity 
came for the South to aim a stroke at the basis 
of Northern prosperity, — namely, her industries. 
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The imposition of a high protective lariff was a 
measure which largely originiLtcd in the South, 
as a political weapon. Opposed at firsl by the 
Eastern States, it nevertheless fostered their 
manafacturiug interests, until at last the North 
saw that the policy was for her benefit, and each 
Administration witnessed the extension of the 
tariff. So il was with the doctrine of internal 
improvements, which won for the North the sup- 
port of the West- The South, however, became 
bitterly opposed to these policies. According to 
Mr. Benton: 

"In the coloaifti States the Southern wtrc the rtcb por- 
tion ol the colonies, and ej(p«:i*d lo do well in a stale 
oJ inJependeuce, They had the exports, and felt secure of 
their properly; not jo the North, i*-lio*e Agriculitir^l re- 
Bources were feWn and who expected privjitions from the 
lOfli of British favDT. Bui in The first half-century after 
independence ihi^ expeclation was reversed- The wealth of 
llic North W45 ennrmDUsljr nggrandired ; ihat of the South 

h4d dcelined^ Northern iowit» h^d become ffrest citiea. 
Soiirhem cirlei had decayed or brcoinr! aEationary- - - - The 
North became ■ money-lender to the South. And this ii» the 
fice o{ I Southern eJiport, since the Revolution, to the 
v>tiie of eiffhl hundred miUioni of dollars. The Snuthera 
SrAttA attribuird ihi\ rpsuU lo the action of the Federal 
aovemmcnlj— its douhle action of Icvyin? revenue upon the 
induilry of one wcMon of the Union and expending it in 
inother,— «nd espec^inlty to its protective tariffs. To some 
dffgrstt thla aLtrihuiion wu Jiiit" 

Durinp the nullification trouble South Caro- 
linn advAtkced Ihose two principles tn regard to 
which, \mct on. llic nntion sprang into civil war. 
This StAte bad few manufacturer. It was there- 
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fore to her interest to buy cominodities as 
cheaply as possible. Consequetitly, she could 
have no sympalliy with legislation which had for 
its object the fostering of Northern industries at 
her expense. The raising of cotton needed no 
protection; it followed, therefore, that the high 
prices resulting from the tariff taxed the South 
for the benefit of the North, especially as the 
principal market for cotton was England. It was 
no answer to the South to say (hat she, too, 
could organize factories and take advantage of 
the tariff laws. In the very nature of things it 
was impossible to employ slaves In such indus- 
tries, and there was no available white labor. 

la 1828. incited by the "Bill ot Abomina- 
tions/' as the South called the tariff law of (hat 
year, Calhoun turned a political somersault and 
published "The South Carolina Ej:po^[tion and 
Protest on the Subject of the Tariff," In this 
the right of a Slate to veto Federal action is as- 
serted. Thomas Y, Hayne also had the intrepid- 
ity to enunciate the same doctrine in ihc Senate, 
whereupon he encountered Daniel Webster and 
became immortal 12 ed. 

Though the Massachusetts statesman con- 
vinced the rest of the Union of the futility of a 
Stale vetoing national legislation, his eloquent 
argument had not that effect upon South Caro- 
lina. Calhoun perfected his doctrine of nullifica- 
tion^ which the majnrily of the South Carolinians 
adopted, though it was understood by lew. A 
State convention was called in November, 1832, 
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whfin an ordinance based upon Calhoun's doc- 
frin^r was passed: by thU it ^^s decJared and 
'/f'Uine'J : 

"that th*? nevenl acts and ptrtj of acts of the Onwrvit 
r,f thf l.'niif'l Slates porporting lo be laws for the im- 
pftxmtc ''f Auiits and impoits on the ImporcaticHi of fordia 
rrimitiiitU\ir:\ and now having actual Operation and cffcd 
wiiliiii Ihf United States, arc unaulhorucd by the Cofuti- 
lutttiu iwS (he United States, and violate the true *i*bii^ 
vti'l mrf-nt Ihereuf and arc null, void, and no Uvr, nor Ud^ 
Ina iiiKPii I his Slate, iti ofliceM or citizeni; and all nrnrahfi 
rniitinit\ .iiirl riMiRallons, made or entered into, with p0r 
jHitr Id <rnire llie duties imposed by said act^ mai 4t 
jiifUf till ]iiiHrrc1inff4 which shall hereafter be had in tJ^atk 
Ui>n lliriri>r. are mid shall be held utterlj nnU Mad ijjP 
AiifI wr. ihr profile of South Carolina, do fnrthtf ^» 
ilmr rhiil wr will not submit to the application of fotceflf 
Ihi- Hit '■! (hr l-'i-ilrr^l ifoveninient to reduce thU "jfaHy 
i^hi'ihiivr, hiir i\\M >f,t will consider the passage hj CHf 
pill' i*t iiiiv di'l itiilioririnfE ihc employment of a 
111 itiiiiil U'i\-r AtidJn^l the StMe of Soath Ckrolin^ 
iiMikllim^Miiit iiiiihoi iiirs or cttizrns, . , . as nuxMuiMtfft 
h Mil tlii^ lt>nt:ri «iHilniuAncr of South Carolina In the Uafaa; 
mij ibiii ibr tv^n^lc i^f thi* Stale will hencefoctb hall 
ibi'iiiitUr^ sl^t'lifi'l fn^Mi «t1 furihcr cMigatioa to maintva 
tM (iivTMv (b.Mi i|v^li:i*^il *vT*nc\-tion wiih (be people of the 
*m1wp *'Mi*-* Aii.1 ifc."! t^^T^hniih prvveed to organize a 
pit«ii««« B*'**'i*i*vitt i»'J J,* i" ^*thfr ac:* xr.JL chtn^ nrluch 
t^Mi*iv« i".\ i^^Uivi^.Vi^i S:*;rf :raj *?J r<h: do.** 



\ i*i's-.s*v^ U'*.* ^v,i'- u.;s f\Ac:^ o* :C! State 
o -■ * ' i '/.*',■ V 1* IX .'.'*ix* "';:*"*' 'A'k o: war, 

V . '- *\ :. . -o V ' . ,* ^^.*,^:'~ v\\-y.:r^,t. :-?p:red 
V^ \" .V ■ S;* S.' ,'"-\-^-: ft-if ■: that 
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Tvas not yet. Andrew Jackson was in the Presj- 
dcntia.! chdr- He issued a prodamalion firmly 
intimating that any recourse to violence on the 
part of South Carolina would be met by stem 
measures from the Union. Calhoun learned that 
his arrest for treason was under serious consid- 
eraiinn, and with the assistance of Clay a com- 
promise was reached. 

Andrew Jackson possessed a correct insight 
anil an accurate foresight. He saw that the root 
of these troubles was in the disappointment of 
political aspirants. Referring afterwards to this 
episode, he said, " The tariff was but A pretext 
The next will be the slavery or negro question.'* 

While these discussions and agitations were in 
progress, the effective abolition movement came 
into being. The country heretofore had not been 
ripe for the effectual dissemination of its princi- 
les; and never before had there been a Wtlliara 
Lloyd Garrison. 

The abolitionist movement has three distinct 
stages. In the first o! these the advocates of 
freedom for the blacks were few in number, and 
their efforts were sporadic. Yet a steady, 
though feeble, sentiment continued, and in the 
first days of the Constitution it resulted in 
legal freedom for Northern blacks. After 1800 
came a period of inactivity, an interim at whose 
close began the second period of the abolition 
movement This was marked by the formation 
(in 1S15) of the "Union Humane Society," in 
Ohio, by Benjamin Lundy, the ialhcr of aboli- 
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tionism, to whom Garrison, tmtil compelled to 
a radical position by the force of hu convic- 
tionSf was an active assistant. In the second 
decade of the nineteenth century the activity of 
the abolitionists constantly increased. Oass 
journals were established, — The Genitts of Unir 
lersal Emancipalion, by Lundy, in 1812; the 
Herald, Free Press, National Philanthropist, and 
Journal of the Times, all identified with Garri- 
son; the Liberator, founded by him in 1831 ; and 
many another enthusiastic sheet whose name 
has been forgotten save by students of the his- 
tory of slavery. 

The Liberator was established at Boston he- 
cause, as Garrison stated, there was the place 
where such a paper was most needed. In the 
&st number of the Liberator, he said of the atti- 
tude of Boston towards the abolitionist move- 
ment, " I found here contempt more bitter, 
detraction more relentless, prejudice more stub- 
bom, and apathy more frozen than among 
slave-holders themselves." No platform speech 
of Garrison, of Wendell Phillips, no poem of 
Whittier, no article in the Liberator, was more 
eloquent or moving than the picture on the front 
page of that periodical. 

Here was represented a Southern auction 
scene. In the midst of '' slaves, horses, and other 
cattle," which, with an entire impartiality of sen- 
timent, were being exposed for sale, was shown 
a whipping-post at which a slave was undergoing 
a cruel flog^ng. To give point to the whole, in 
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the background was the Capitol al Washington, 
on the dome of which floated a flag whereon was 
inscribed the word " Liberty." The slaves could 
not read, but they could easily interpret this rep- 
resentation of the injustice and inconsistency of 
their lot. True, the vast majority of them were 
dociJe and insensibly contented. But there were 
those in whose hearts the word " Liberty" met a 
responsive longing; and the increase of fugitive 
slaves soon became an added source of discon- 
tent in the South, and a reason for her demand 
for legislation that irritated the North. 

The abolitionist campaign was carried on by 
three methods, — (1) Individual persuasLon, by 
which the most substantial gains were made in 
the first years of the second stage of the move- 
ment, {2) Circulation of printed matter: great 
quantities of antislavery Utcrature were distrib- 
uted ; much of this was sent to the South, where 
its main effect was to excite bitter opposition. 
This went so far that the postmasters in 1R35 
refused to deliver the ahohlton newspapers 
and pamphlets. Amos Kendall, of Massachu- 
setts, then Postmaster- General and a stanch 
Unionist, refused to compel the delivery of the 
obnoxious literature. He held that the postmas- 
ters were justified in their action, because the 
law authorizing the transmission of newspapers 
and pamphlets through the mail was intended to 
promole the general good of the public and not 
to injure any section; that the abohtionist litera- 
ture injured the South, and the postmasters of 
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garded wilh aversion, I'o the slave-holder the 

abolitionist was an anarchist ; ta the bulk of 
the people of the Nortli ht was an incendiary 
endangering the welfare of the common coun* 
try. 

The testimony of contemporary abolitionists 
IE unanimous as to the treatment (he abolition- 
ists received at the hands of the Xorth, Against 
them churches were closed, and school -ho uses, 
usually the open court for the debate of all sub- 
jects, were locked Mobs attacked and damaged 
the houses of leaders of the movement. Anti- 
slavery lecturers were pelted with eggs, stones,- 
and brickbats. The Rev. G. Slorrs, while on his 
Icnees in prayer at an antislavery meeting in New 
Hampshire, was arrested as a *' common rioter 
and brawler/' Garrison was seized while ad- 
dressing a meeting in Boston and haled through, 
the streets with a rope around his neck; his life 
was with difficulty saved. Saniue! J, May was 
mobbed five times while lecturing in Vermont, 
and H- B. Stanton had his meetings brotven up 
one liundred and fifty times in six years. George 
Thompson, the eloquent Englishman who came 
at Mr Garrison's invitation to aid the cause of 
abolition, was so maltreated in New England 
thai his friends in Boston, " to save his life," sur- 
reptitiously conveyed him to a ship, in which he 
fled to British territory and thence to England. 
The attitude towards abolitionist meetings is 
shovm by a placard posted in 1835 in Boston, 
before Thompson's last advertised lecture: 
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"That infamous foreign scoundrel. Thompson^ wUI bold 
forth this afli^raoon at 46 Washington Strecl. The prcfcnt 
H a fair op[]unuiiiljr fur (lie Enciids of the Uniua io sHuke 
Tbompson oull It will Ue a content between the abolilloa- 
is(a and ihe iTivads of ih# Union. A purse of one htmdrtd 
dollars has been raised by a number o£ patriotic cilircn?, to 
revard tl\e individn^il who shnll Hrat by violent baitd» on 
Thompson, ao that he m^j fac brought (o Ihe Tar Keltic 

before dark. Friends of ih« Union» be vigilant !" 



This broadside is of the usual type of anti-aboli- 
tion bills, though the spirit of opposition in it 
seems to have been intensified by the fact that 
Thompson was a foreigner. 

Every State in the North mobbed abolitionist 
IcctuTcrs. Every State in the North repudiated 
their doctrines. Printing-presses and types were 
destroyed in Cincinnati; for example, an "or- 
ganized mob, led on by popular men and church- 
members," destroyed the office of the Pfti/fln- 
thropist and gave its editor. James G» Buraey, 
twenty-four hours to leave the city; only the 
iron will and determined courage of the fer- 
vent abolitionist enabled him to remain at his 
post. In Alton, Illinois* the office of the Ob- 
server was four times sacked by a mob, and on 
the last raid Elijah Lovejoy, its editor, was 
killed. 

The oppositioti to the abolitionists was di- 
rected against the negroes also; they were as- 
saulted, their houses damaged, and every effort 
for their education was thwarted. In Connecti- 
cut Miss Prudence Crandalli school for negro 
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girls was mobbed. So determined was the oppo- 
sition lo this school that the enemies of the 
movcmenT: for the education o£ negroes caused 
the Connecticut Legislature to pass, on May 24, 
1833, a special " Black Law" practically prohibit- 
ing the education of colored persons. This was 
received with joy, the bells were rung and can- 
nons were fired. Miss Crandall was arrested 
and confined in the cell from which a murderer 
had just been led. After Miss Crandall's release, 
her house was set on fire; the incendiary at- 
tempt failed. A few nights afterwards the 
school was again attacked and so damaged that 
Miss Crandall abandoned it and gave up her 
struggle to maintain in Connecticut a seminary 
for colored girls. This failure had its forerunner 
in the abandonment, because of the opposition 
by the " most respectable citizens of the place," 
of the school for the education of male negroes. 
which had been organized two years before 
(1832) in New Haven, 

In New Hampshire the opposition to negro 
education was as great as in her sister State. 
The trustees of " Noyes Academy." in Plymouth, 
voted to admit colored pupils. " The respectable 
people of the town were so incensed" that they 
razed the building in which the school was kept 
These are not isolated examples, for, says Samuel 
J. May, the ardent abolitionist, colored children 
were not admitted into the common schools. 
"This was not the utmost of the contempt in 
which colored people were treated. They were 
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not permitted to ride in any public conveyances, 
stage-coaches, omnibuses, or railroad cars, nor 
to take passage on any steamboats, or sail-pack- 
ets, excepting in the steerage or on deck," In 
church, they were compelled to sit in the back 
pews; when, in one instance (in 1835), a colored 
man bought a pew on the floor of Park Street 
Church, Boston, his pew door was nailed up and 
Eo much disturbance was caused that the trustees 
were obliged to eject the colored purchaser. In 
Dr, Storrs's church a clause was inserted in the 
pew-deeds providing that the pews should " be 
held by none but respectable white persons." In 
Connecticut a certain colored famiJy so increased 
and mult:f>Ued that it overspread the dimensions 
of the " negro pew/' The minister invited the 
negroes to take a front pew, with the following 
result : 

"Th«y hesitated some tiln^ lest their doing so «hould 
^ive ofTmce, But 1 inaiilcd Ihat none would have any 
righi to be offendedn and at length persmdfd them to do 
AS T requested. Qui one man, a poJiticat parLisiiti of the 
lEader of Miss Crandall's persecutors, ttas, or pretended to 
be, inu4:[i olTendcd. He qaid, with great warmth. 'How 
cnmc that riffpcr family to come down inio that front pewf' 
' Because^' I replied, 'it w« iinocrcupiei] ; thejr are unmm" 

fbrtably crowded tn the pew assiemcd Ihcmt a.nd I reqaested 
them to remove/ 'Well,' said he, 'there are many ia ihe 
sociEly besides myself who will not consent to thtir silting 
there.' 'Why?' I asked. 'They ate always wel^ dressed, 
well behaved, and (ood-looking withal." ' Bal.' said he, 
' Ihey arc niggers, and niggers should be kept to their 
place.' 1 argued the matter with him till J saw he couTd 
not be moved, and he repeated the declaration that they 
Bbould be dnvcn back. I then said, with great earnestness, 
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'Mr. A. B,, if ^u do anything or say anythmf to hart Itic 
feelings of that worilij family, and induCT ihcm lo return 
10 the pew which you know is not brgt enough fot them, 
lo sure as yuur name is A^ B, and my nam* Is S. J, M-, 
the lir^t time ynu artt:rwards appear in the congrrgjiTiDn 
I will state the facts nf the case exactly as they arc and 
admini^lcr to you a^ severe a reproof as f ma/ be ab!tf to 
fiame in words/ This had the desired effect- My colored 
friends retained ihtir ntvr seals." {" RecoIEeclions of the 
AmialaTery Coa£Jctj" pp. a^^ 371J 



It has been asserted that, in the general attack 
upon the abolitionist movement, cerUin sects 
took no part. The Universalists, it is true, gave 
to the movement its greatest men. but the Um- 
versalists na a sect never advocated it ; the Utiita- 
rians were no exception to the general rule, and 
the Quakers, we may say in destruction of a 
popular fallacy, never as a body in the nineteenth 
century took a stand against the institution. 
This, too, despite the most urgent appeals of the 
abolitionist leaders. 

Though for fifty years from the founding of 
the Union Humane Society, in 1815, the aboli- 
tionists were to continue their struggle, they 
steadily gained adherents and advanced their 
position. This was because of the steadfast pur- 
pose and fervid energy of their leaders, who 
were honest in their belief that they were carry- 
ing otit God's will and were convinced, therefore, 
that their doctrine was lo be maintained in spite 
of popular opinion, positive law, and the Consti- 
tution itself. Theirs was the reincarnated spirit 
of the Puritan and theirs the Puritan success; 
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but as the Restoration, because of the errors of 
the Roundheads, overthrew their government, 
so the white rage in the South was, by the over- 
throw and suhordination of re constructionist 
legUUtion, to regain its supremacy in the open- 
ing years of the twentieth century. 

liie activity of the aboUtionists caused peti- 
tions to pour into Congress, demanding the abo- 
lition of slavery in the District of Columbia. 
Thereupon was passed (1836) the Atherton 
" Gag Lawt" named after the ant i -abolitionist 
member from New Hampshire, to whom it owed 
its introduction; it ruled that all such petitions! 
should be laid on the table without being de- 
batedj printed, or referred. This, however. John 
Quincy Adams contended, was unconstitutional; 
and he made a point of occupying the whole time 
allowed for the reception of petitions in present- 
ing those of the abolitionists, which on one day 
numbered five hundred and eleven. 

The South was now fully aroused to the 
danger which threatened her peculiar institution. 
In Congress, and elsewhere, she fought as one 
fights for life- She secured the passage of a 
resolution, offered by Oay (1837): 



"thii anr ancmpt o( Congress to abolish staverr in any 
Territory of ihc Unitt*! Slate* m which il cxisLs vfOiild 
create sfHciUB alarm and ju^l apprehension m the Stales 
luiltining Ihat dumr&tii: imtilutiun, ^nd nuuIJ he a viola- 
tfon of good faith lovtards the inhabttani^ of any such 
Territory who have beer pennil'ed to scUfe with, and hold, 
lUvPs therein: because the people of any inch Territory 
have Qot aiked for Lhv jtboliiion of slavcty therein; and 
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becdUEc, when ^ay such Territory shall be aiJniiucd iniotbc 
Union as a Slate, liw people diptcof shall be enLitled lo 
decide that questiOQ cxcJuGJvcIy lor themselves." 

This resolution was intended to cover the case 
of Florida; and doubtless it also had in view the 
annexation oi Texas, upon which the South was 
now tenaciously bent in order to carve from it 
new slave-States. American colonists had en- 
tered it for that express purpose. In 1829 the 
republic of Mexico had emancipated all slaves 
within its boundaries. But the American settlers 
in what is now Texas had refused to obey this 
decree, and in order to avoid insurrection, which 
in the weakened conditioti of their government 
the Mexican authorities felt unable to cope with, 
they had permitteiJ the matter thus to rest. In 
1S30 an attempt wag made by President Jack- 
son to purchase Texas> but without success. 
The Mexican government prohibited the immi- 
gration of Americans into the territory ; but Sam 
Houston, whose mysterious flight from the gu- 
bematoriaJ chair of Tennessee to the Cherokee 
nation in the Indian Territory had kept him in 
enforced idleness, now passed over into Texas 
with the express purpose oE raising an insurrec- 
tion. Bloody conflicts took place, and on March 
2, 1836; the independence of Texas was declared- 
The declaration was signed by about sixty men, 
all of whom, with the exception of two, were 
Americans. 

On April 22. if^36, Santa Anna, the Mexican 
President, was made prisoner; and in his ex- 
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tfcmity be was compelled to recogrtUe the inde^ 
p^ndence of Texas. A republic was formed, 
modelled after the United SCa-tes^ and Houston 
was inaugurated as hs first President. 

It took eight years for the South to compass 
the annexation of this temporary republic; and 
it was accomplished only after the fiercest oppo- 
sition from the North. 

Mississippi voiced the sentiment of the South 
in a report of a committee of its Legislature, 
ifedaring that ''The South has very peculiar in- 
terests to preserve, already violently assailed and 
boJdly threatened. Your committee are fully 
persuaded that this protection to her best inter- 
ests will be aitorded by the annexation of Texas; 
and equipoise of Influence in !he halJs of Con- 
gress will be secured, that will iurnish us with a 
permanent guarantee of protection " 

Thus the South boldly showed her hand, and 
the challenge was met in the same determined 
spirit. Several Northern members of Congress, 
headed by Ex-President John Quincy Adams, 
issued an address in which it was charged that 
" it was intended, by the admission of new slave 
States, to secure undue ascendency for the slave- 
holding power in the government, and rivet that 
power beyond all redemption." 

In this same address is found a note which is 
not usually credited to the North, It is familiar, 
but intensely surprising, considering its source: 

"We h»ilalc not to say that anncimtion effected by any 
act cr proceeding o£ the Federal ffovemmeni, or any of 
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Ll& iJcpartmenLs, wquIJ be identical wiih diasohition. Jt 
WQuJd be a violation of our nationa] cr^mpact, it^ ohjrrts^ 
designs, and lliv great elcmcnlary principlsfi which fnTtred 
into its farmalinrij of a charactrr so deep and fuudamrnta^ 
and would be an nttcmpt to eiemiic an instilution and a 
power of a mturtf so unjust in ihemstlveB, SO injurious to 
tht intercils and ahfaorrrnt to the feelings of the pc^^pfe oi 
{he free 5f^lc*i, as, in our opinion, not onTy inrvJtably to 
result in a dissolution of the Union, but fully to jtistify it." 



This doctrine from a member of Congress 
from Massachusetts was btil an echo of tSii, 
wiien Josiab Qumcy, ajiofher member of Con- 
gress from Massachusetts, speaking in opposi- 
tion to Ihc bill lo introduce the " Orleans Terri- 
tory" itijo a State, said that such an act would 
be a breach oE the Constitution, and a virtual 
dissolution of the bonds of the Union, freeitig 
the States composing it from '' their moral obli- 
gations of adhesion to each other, and making it 
the right of all as it would become tlie duty of 
some, to prepare definitely for separation, ayni- 
cahly if they might, forcibly if they miislf" The 
gentleman from Massachusetts was called to 
order by Poindexter, of Mississippi, who said 
that "no member of the House ought to be 
allowed to stimulate any portion of the people 
to insurrection and a dissolution of the Union," 

The assertion by the New England man, fifty 
years before the Civil War, of the right to secede 
"amicably if they »tight, forcibly if they mustt' 
and the denial of the doctrine by the Southerner, 
is a pointed illustration of our thesis that slavery 
and secession were the tools whereby the poll- 
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ticians moved the people. In ihe first years of 
the nineteenth century New England again and 
again advanced the right to seci^de; before the 
half-century mark was parsed the South claimed 
the right, and New England denied it. For a 
decade opinion was divided in North and South, 
and in i860 the politicians forced the war on 
both sections. 

Hence we see that, even in the North, acces- 
sion was not an idea of such strange and horrid 
guise as, twenly years later, it was made to 
appean Aho, we know that the enforced annex- 
ation of Texas by the South did not avail in the 
purposes for which it was sought. 

As the result of the Mexicnn War (T846), 
which, although inevitable, was needlessly pro- 
voked by President Polk and his advisers, the 
United States acquired New Mexico and Cali- 
fornia. The pregnant question thus faced the 
politicians of both sections: Should the newly 
gained territory be slave or free? This time the 
North took the initiative; and when* in August, 
1S46, Congress was considering an appropriation 
of two millions " lor the settlement of the boun- 
dary question with Mexico," David Wilmot, a 
Democratic Representative from Pennsylvania, 
offered his famous "Proviso" amendment Its 
tenns were as follows: 
"Provided that, aa an orprew and fundameniftl coicE- 

tioD to llie acquisition of uny Irrritory from Ihe republic of 
Mexico hj Ihtf United Slates, by viriuc of an/ U-eaty that 
may be n^gntifltrd bclwctn Ihmn. and lo fhp use Iiy tht 
C9cecntivc of the moncyiE herein appropHalcd, ncilbcr slavery 
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nor involuntary &rrviiude ahjiH ever eiist in unj part of 
said territory, cKcpt for criroe whereof the party shall 
first be duly cotivicfrd-" 



By accident, the bill failed. But (he sig^ifi' 
cance of it is that this proviso was offered by a 
Democrat. The extension of slavery had pro- 
duced a schism in the Democratic ranks, which 
was fated to bring about the downfall of Ihe 
political power of the South- 

The god of the Southern machine was Cal- 
houn. This great man, who, from the day he 
entered Conf^ress in his twenty-ninth year, was 
a power therein, and soon evinced a genius which 
placed him high among the statesmen of the 
world, was devoted to the Union, yet neverthe- 
less he was the greatest exponent of that theory 
of politics by which a Representative ^ves the 
first cream of his interest to hi-f own immediate 
constituents. Two Ideas now dominated his po- 
Utical creed, — the sovereignty of the individual 
State, and the inviolahleness of the Southern in- 
stitution of slavery. His programme of forcing 
the issue on these two principles in a large meas- 
ure led to their being overthrown. In 1847 ^^ 
wrote a letter to a member of the Alabama Legis- 
lature, in which he sa.td : 

"Instead of shunning, wc ouRht to court t^e issue whh 
the Norlti on the slavery Qucftlinn. 1 wquH even go one 
step fartheFf and add ihac h i^ cm duty— -due to Qurselves, 
the Union, and our political inatilutionfi— to force the issue 
OT the North. We are now stronger relatively ihan we 
sha!l he hcrcaftrrf polilically and mgrally. Unless we hnng 

on the issae, del«y to u£ will be dangerous indeed . . . 
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TMi bringi tt;* Ihc tjuaiion, How can it be vo bhI i rith oql" 
mcrrini; lo tlie f1i»f0^mion of Ihc Caiui^ - . > Tberc u. 
tnj vpmloa^ but dm wmy in whid it cas bt tad, umJ that 
1) by rctalialioii.'' 

Tliis furnishes "the key which un1r>cks his 
whole system of slavery agitation which he com- 
mcnced in iht year 1835. That system was lo 
force issues upon the North under the pretext of 
Bolf'dcfence, and lo seclionaliie the Sourh, pre- 
paratory to disunion, through the instnimental- 
ity o( iectional conventions, composed wholly of 
dcfeg'atcs from slave-holding States/* 

Hut early in the history of this agitation the 
position of the South was too morally weak to 
efidtirc the discussion which was brought upon 
her by "farcing the issue." Calhoun and his 
friends did not realize that their strength lay m 
passive resistance and not in aggressive action. 

The third stage in the abolitiomst movement 
may he dated from the beginning of the final 
steps leading to the admission of Texas to the 
Union, in 1845- The abolitionists had been per- 
■iMtent in their propaganda, but up to the period 
of differences between Worth and South over the 
question of territorial acquisition their progress 
had been unaided by politicians. The proposed 
annexation of territory and the formation of new 
States aroused the leaders of the North, and 
though persistently and vehemently disavowing 
the theories of the abolitionists, Ihey were hence- 
forth to be the means by which the aims of the 
latter were to be gained. The efforts of the 
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abolitionists were directed to the total aboli- 
tion of slavery because of its evils; and because 
of these evils the efforts of the politicians were 
directed to the confinement of slavery to desig- 
nated sections. The proslavery opinions of the 
people of the North were thus under great press- 
ure; yet down to the outbreak of the war of 
secession the majority of ihem^ despite the fact 
that they had no inclination to permit slavery in 
their section, were bitterly opposed to interfer- 
ence with the institution as it existed in the 
South, However, they were no less determined 
to follow the lead of their politicians and repress 
the extension of slavery into new Territories, 
than were the people of the South to follow 
theirs and enlarge the territory of the slave 
States. 

In 1838 the Legislatures of Massachusetts, 
Ohio, and Rhode Island had protested against 
the admission of Texas. In 1843 Connecticut 
and New Jersey joined the protestants. The 
movements leading to these protests marked the 
changed status of abolitionism. We find an al- 
liance between the politicians and the abolition- 
ists perfected, and Garrison and his colleagues 
addressing large and respectful audiences. Yet 
even at this time there was generally a great 
reluctance to discuss the question of slavery. 
Conservatism si ill controlled North and South, 
and abolition^ when viewed apart from politics, 
was looked on askance. The treatment of the 
negro and his supporters was, however, less 
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flcverc, and platform and pulpit ftsounded with 
ihc clamor of the abolitionists. The " under- 
ground railway" was in active operation bv 1838. 
A constant northward movement of slaves went 
on. From abolitionist to abolitionist at the chain 
o( stations (private houses usually a night's joor- 
ney apart) the fleeing slaves were passed until 
they were safe from pursuit, in Canada. From 
1850 to the outbreak of hostilities between North 
and South the work of the underground railway 
steadily increased ; and the change in public sen^ 
timent in the hfties enabled the majority of the 
escaped slaves to remain in the Northern States 
and defy those laws by which the South had 
deemed the right to the possession of her slave 
property lo have been secured in whatever State 
It might be found- 

The aggressiveness of the South served only 
to render impregnable the position oF the anti- 
slavery politicians of the North, and to goad to 
frenzied activity the abolitionists, now divided 
into a radicals seceding society, and a conserva- 
tive hUsi-c-fcirc one. Every day the number was 
growing of those who not only were indomitably 
opposed to the extension of the domain, of 
slavery, but also saw in its presence upon Ameri- 
can soil an intolerable evil. The preachers of 
abolition were possessed of a spirit like that of 
enthusiasts who court eternal glory in martyr- 
dom for their cause. No argument could silence 
Ihenif and mob violence could not put them 
down. They were intemperate, and it may per- 
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haps be laid to their door that they precipitated 
a terrible war in eradicating an institution of 
which the country might have been rid peace- 
fully; but in the whole historj' of s^eal for hu- 
manity, few are the examples that have equalled 
the devotion given to the abolition movement 
in the United States, 

In 1850 the parliamentary fight centred on the 
admission of California, This Territory had 
framed an antislavery constitution. But the 
North insisted on attaching the Wilmot Proviso 
to the organization of the rest of the Territory 
gained from Mexico, This was the deadlock. 
The South was willing to admit Cahfornia as a 
free State without this proviso. 

The air was fuJl of secession talk, which, 
though many affected to regard it as gasconade, 
after-events proved to be seriously meant. In 
this year (1S50) Robert Toombs wrote: 

"T aaw General [President] Taylor and talked fully wiih 
him, and, while he sUred Ihat h« had given and would 
give no pledges either way aboai the pro^ao. he aav* m* 
clearly (o undersUnd ihai if it were pasMd hr would sign 
il. My course became instanLly fixed. I would not hnsi- 
lafe to oppose iFie proviM* even to the extent ot a diaioTu- 
tion of the Union," 



The South was then drifting towards the point 
reached ten years later. But a temporary stay 
was effected by the compromise introduced by 
Henry Clay, his last signal service. Clay was a 
genius in compromise. No man knew better 
than iie how to ward off imminent political dan- 
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ger by tcraporar>- measures which neither party 
could with good grace reject. His principles io- 
vcfited him whh thai sufficient ease thai enabled 
him, without an effort of conscience, to accoro* 
modate his action to the requirements of contra- 
dictory positions. His presci>t measure provided 
for the admission of California with her free con- 
ftituticn; the establishment of TerritoriaJ gov- 
ernments In the rest of the Mexican cessioti, 
without any restriction as to slavery; a delcr- 
minntion of the boundary between Texas and 
New Mexico, which was in dispute; provision 
for the payment of the public debt of Texas; a 
declaration of the inexpediency of abolishing 
slavery in the Disirict oE Columbia; the prohibi- 
tion of the slave-trade in tha.t District; an ef- 
fectual provision for the restoration of fugitive 
tlavcn; a ilecUralion that Congress has no power 
to interfere wiih the slave-trade between the 

StAtCt. 

Tlik was a compromise worthy of Qay. In 
repird to the Mciiican territory, it conceded 
nolhinti hy which the aniislavery people would 
lose, (or ?*lAVery wa^ not likely to be established 
there; nind it recalled to the North the terms 
of the Q-»i\siitution, 

Clay wa» followed by Calhoun in an appeal for 
pence, without any abatemrnt of his contention 
for Southern rights, as ihey were understood by 
him. It only needed ihat the other one, and the 
»ii|>rrmc, of the gfe^it senatorial trium\'irale 
aliould be heard. Of Danid Webster, Carlyle 
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said, " As a logic-fencer or parliamentary Her- 
cules, one would incline to back him at first sight 
against all the extant world-*' Never did states- 
man's mere word, independent of political com- 
binations, — though Webster was an able politi- 
cian, — go farther than his. In these days of the 
decline of popular respect for oratory, it is diffi- 
cult to conceive of the full effect of Webster's 
utterances. His " Seventh of March Speech" 
was one of those efforts which are potent in 
making historj-. He began with, "T wish to 
speak to-day. not as a Massachusetts man. nor 
as a Northern man. but as an American. ... I 
speak to'day for llie preservation of the Union," 
In his recital of the history of slaver}" he alluded 
to the fact that at the framing of the Constitution 
the eminent men in both parts of the country 
held slavery to be an cvU. But tlie evil still 
existed, and was more strongly than ever in- 
trenched in the South, He called the attention 
of the sober-minded men of the North to the fact 
that the Constitution demanded the rendition of 
fugitive slaves. He paid his compliments to the 
abolitionists: "I do not think them useful, T 
think their operations for the last twenty years 
have produced nothing good or valuable." Re- 
ferring to the change of sentiment on the part of 
Virginia in regard to slaverj', he attributed it to 
the intemperance of the abolitionists. "Every- 
thing that these agitating people have done has 
been, not to enlarge, but to restrain, not to set 
free, but to bind faster, the slave population of 
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the South/' And for those who talk«d of 
"peaceable secession" he said: 

" Sir, he who ftee< these Sute*, no« nvolnug in hv- 
monjr around a common centre, and eicpecti tbem to qnit 
their pUces and flj off without convuliion, nuy look the 
next hour to sec the heavenly bodies nuh from their 
spheres, and jostle against each other in the realms of 
span, without causing the wrvdc of the muTersc," 

Webster's speech was a tetrible disappoint- 
ment for the North. Theodore Parker, the abo- 
litionist ITnitarian minister of Boston, who more 
thnn once wrote his sermon with loaded pistols 
on his desk, and a detennination m his mind to 
protect iumx arrest fugitive slaves who were con- 
cealed in his house, accused Webster of having 
sold httiiscif for a chance of the Presidency, 
Sewi»rd s^vkc of the " higher bw," and thus gave 
(he at*tisUiver>' men a iloctrine that served them 
in ^v>il sicul, 15ut WoK<ter was constitutional. 
l':Ui(onii.i was avlmittcd, and the Fugitive Slave 
I-uv w-ts passe^l Tlie fact that the bill was 
sij*;ned l\v Millard Killmorc. "a New York man 
and a I'nt^triau withaU" was a fact that was 
l^artiouUrly j*ricvou:i 10 the aK-^liilonists, whose 
cause rcocivc^l .\ sctKick. l>ut it was only a lull 
Vcforr ihr jjaiberiuj; of the Anal storm. WTial 
N^th sidles t,;ilc\l t*'* Jo^*? ^'as the chat^;e 
WTC^iijiht ^v ci;vu:i><t,;:u*^s beyond individtial 
or \\Axx\ comu^: \":f\v.cxl frv^rsi a j^trictly legal 
sTir.d iv%ir.t. tV,c S.*v,:>, tt'ATi nr.^xieiitionably cor- 
v.vt ut :< i^^icrv"-^' -•■'*■* ^'^' '^^ CvMist:tauon; 
*.-,;: i: iA;\\i U^ ^^\^ cUic At-^^; 10 the moral 
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aspects of ihe case- On the other hand, the 
North — or that portion of it which had now 
set its face resolutely against slavery — <lid not 
always put itself in the place of its Southern 
rivals, so as to understand fully what emancipa- 
tion meant for them. In the course of time 
morality always outstrips the law in its ideals of 
justice and righteousness, and, unless through 
the interposition of equity or legislation, the 
popular mind will itself make short work of ob- 
jectionahlc legal conceptions. This was the 
doctrine of the '* hjg-her law" which was then 
established at the North. It was the basis of 
action. In the South the doctrine of State 
rights was no less potent to force the issue. The 
antagonists were now face to face. Which 
should give the provocation for assault was now 
the one question- 
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"Theee is a higher law than the Constitu- 
tion," Seward had said, and this phrase became 
a shibboleth of the abolitionists. Moral senti- 
ment thus became an effective political weapon, 
but one that its creator shrank from using in any 
cause but that of emancipation; for the "higfher 
law'* meant one thing when applied to slavery, 
and it meant quite another when considered in 
connection with the tariff. The doctrine by 
which the Constitution might be abrogated 
found little favof with President Fillmore, — this 
perhaps because of the jealousy which he bore to 
its author, the brilliant Senator from New York. 
However that may be, Fillmore, who when a 
Representative was a radical antislavecy Whig, 
reversed his political position, abandoned prin- 
ciples for the sake of policy, and gave his sup- 
port — which was decisive — to the passage of the 
Compromise Bill. The position of Seward and 
the action of Fillmore illustrate the effect per- 
sonal aspirations had upon the political move- 
ments that preceded the war. That the national 
policy was shaped upon personalities, and that 
the iielfi^h interests of ambitious politicians deter- 
mined the course of national as well as of local 
afifairs, arc -Lindeniable truths. 
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The Compromise, or Omnibus Bill (1850)^ as 
it was derisively called by its opponentSf was far- 
reaching in its eFfect- Its ultimate results were, 
however^ the opposite of those alleged to have 
been its purpose; for instead of allaying irrita- 
tion it stirred up bitterness. The two most 
important provisions of this bill — in which it may 
well be said were planted the roots o£ the par- 
liamentary struggle oE the late fifties — were the 
waiving of the Wilmot Proviso in the establish- 
ment of New Mexico and Utah as Territories, 
and the Fugitive Slave Law. The former pro- 
vided a logical argument for the subsequent re- 
peal of the Missouri Compromise, and also made 
possible the bitter struggle over Kansas. The 
latter gave the aniislavery men in the North a 
powerful engine wherewith to work on the popu- 
lar emotions of their section, 

The Fugitive Slave Law caused more pitiful 
shifting and skulking to avoid responsibility than 
any previous piece of national legislation. The 
Northern men were willing enough to see it 
enacted, but many of them were not willing to 
share in the Act that placed it upon the statute 
books. It was carried by a vote of log to 76, 
Many Northern Representatives purposely ab- 
sented themselves while the vote was being 
taken, Thaddeus Stevens suggested to the 
Speaker that he " send a page to notify the mem- 
bers from our side of the House that the Fugitive 
Slave Law has been disposed of, and that Ihey 
may now come back into the hall/' A resolution 
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was aflcmrards passed bf the G>miTion Comdl 
oi tbe City of ChJcago that " the Soiators and 
R«prc4«ntaiiv« in Congress from the free States, 
who aided and assisted in the passage of this 
infamous law, and those who base]/ sneaked 
away from their seats, and thereby evaded the 
question, richly merit the reproach of all lovers 
of freedom, and are fit only to be ranked with the 
traitors Benedict Arnold and Judas Iscariot. who 
betrayed his Lord and Master for thirty pieces 
of silver." 

The South, of couise^ viewed the law in a 
different light, though there is great reason lor 
■uppo&ing that it was elated by it less as a means 
of retaining its property than for its effect as a 
defeat of the North, In the first place, the slave- 
holders of the Cotton States were not suffering 
to a great extent bv the loss of fugitive negroes; 
these came mostly from the border States of the 
South. Then, again, the advocates of the Fugi- 
tive Slave Law had little confidence in the possi- 
bility of enforcing the law. When Webster eX' 
pressed his determination to aid in putting into 
effect that part of the Constitution which re- 
quired the rendition of runaway slaves, Calhoun 
replied, " What if you do enact such a law? The 
people of New England will not submit to it." 

It is even possible that the Southern extrc- 
miitft did not wish the bill passed. Their plan 
seems to have been to propose a measure so 
stringent that the North would not agree to it, 
Whereupon the Northerners might be charged 
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with wilfutly invalidating the Constitution. 
Seward's opinion was that " Political ends — 
merely political ends — and not real evils, result- 
ing from the escape of slaves^ constituted the 
prevailing motives to the enactment/* After the 
measure had become law. Senator Butler. 01 
South Carolina, admitted ia so many words that 
h« " would just as soon have the law of 1795 as 
the present law, for any purpose, so far as re- 
gards the reclamation of fugitive slaves/' 

But the passing of the Fugitive Slave Law 
proved to be an unfortunate move for the South. 
Its ^^evere terms were calculated to increase the 
irritation of the North, and, indeed, did arouse 
the people there to the highest pitch of indigna- 
tion. Because of the use made of its text by the 
abolitionists, it helped more than anything else 
to array men against slavery. Those who, hith- 
erto, had been wavering as to their acceptance 
of radical abolitionist principles, on its account 
now decided in favor of universal freedom- It 
gave the politicians who professed antrslavcry 
views a tremendous vantage-ground for argu- 
ment. The poorest of their speakers could work 
on the sympathies of voters^ already predis- 
posed against the Southern system, by holding 
up to execration a law which placed the deter- 
mination of a man's freedom wholly in the hands 
of a commissioner, and that, too, without benefit 
of jury or right of appeal! A particularly objec- 
tionable feature of the law, ;^nd one that rendered 
it open to criticism, was found in the fact that 
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III'" HiiUnl Slalrs commissioner received a ke 
■ fl \f\i <|rill.irs if Ik' sent an alleged fugitive back 
Ifi ilj»vri)'. :iml hut five dollars if he pronounced 
liiiii Uvr. 

riir l;iw w:is rciulcrcd almost inoperative by 
llir ii|ipEi^i(Min of the people of the North, aivd 
ihr I'limjiariUivoly few instances in which it was 
nifotrrd :in|;Micii1oil the strength of the aboli- 
huniut*,, Noi infrequently, black men and 
\vi»iuru wrrc violenily rescued from the slave- 
luiulns j^nd the oftkers of the law. When the 
nr^iii Untn'', for inst^^nce, was delivered up by 
1 \Mun»is>iomT Loring-, he could be taken out of 
Mosiou .Mi!\ uii'Srr the escort of a Vnited States 
M riU.'i ^ lMtt.U:ou. ihroe pl.noons of marines, the 
»ii.»4sh,i;'> »"\i: Vk^<so ^*I x*ne hanv!red and twenty- 
ii*\' i^^^M, A '.\c\\ •yt:^\''. w-:h s::o;her platoon of 
4»vii"iw\ ,xs ■•'4 ^;v,-,T.'. V\^ 'V.^^V.Ai been excited 
>s ^.\',vV.'s iTO'v Tr.eKvi.'^re Parker and 
V*- "-^ n':o ^v-TC.; i: to rescue the 

/' ;" r^ -ry-t^t:--^}. ij t^^r. as led the 
...... ^ .^^... ^ ._^ s,'"",v'" s.-f a'Sy.:tic*r*i5K. 

,'-.' ^ .* x ■, : .-■". ^:* ';:-^,g -:herthaii 

>* / ■, - >,- :^r is "T T^r:^:ecteil 
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the UniCerf States commissinner received a fee 

of ten dollars if he sent an alleged fugitive back 
to slavery, and but five dollars if he pronounced 
hJm free. 

The law was rendered almost inoperative by 
the opposition of the people of the North, and 
the comparatively few instances in which it was 
enforced augmented the stren^h of the aboli- 
tionists. Not infrequently, black men and 
women were violently rescued from the slave- 
hunters and the officers of the law. When the | 
negro Burns, for instance, was dchvcred up by 
Commissioner Loring, he couid be taken out of 
Boston only under the escort of a United States 
artillery battalion, three platoons of marines, the 
marsharB civil posse of one hundred and twenty- 
five men, a field-piece, with another platoon of 
marines as its guard. The mob had been excited 
to frenzy by speeches from Theodore Parker and 
Wendell Phillips, who incited it to rescue th&J 
slave. ^B 

Wendell Phillips represented as well as led the 
most un compromising^ school of abolitionists. 
For him the Constitution was nothing other than 
3. compact with hell in so far as it protected 
slavery. His sincerity is as unquestionable as his 
eloquence was powerful; but his devotion to 
idealism in regard to the rights of the negro can 
only be characterized us fanatical. He never 
voted, for he would have no part or lot in a 
system which supported this " sum of villaniesH" 

Between the radical wing of the abolitionists 
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and tbc politicians of both great parties there 
was, however, even yet a great gulf fixed. The 
former were eager to settle ihe whole qtiestion 
of slavery by the " higher law." On the other 
hand, even Ihe Wliigs of the North could not 
forget that there w^s in existence such a thing 
as the Constitution. That document left no 
room for argument in regard to what the differ- 
ent Stales should do as to runaway slaves. In 
it was not only an unequivocal Federal provision, 
but a direct inhibition on State legislation, 

Unjust, iniquitous, inconsistent with the prin- 
ciples of the Declaration of Independence, this 
clause was held to be by the antislavery party; 
neverthelesSj it was the weapon of the Southern 
Democrats and the sharpest born oF the dilemma 
which confronted the Northern Wliigs, Conse- 
quently, whatever may have been the private sen- 
timents of individual members of the latter party^ 
the platform to which the whole party agreed 
was far from according with the views of the 
extreme abolition is ts. 

The Democratic Convention, which met on the 
1st of June, 1852, and nominated Franklin Pierce, 
of New Hampshire, for the Presidency, adopted 
the following plank regarding slavery : 

"That Congress has no pow^ ijnd«r the Conslitntion to 
inicrfcre with or comrai the domffsiic insUiuiions of the 
Mvtral Sla(«, and (hilt such Stales arc the iolc and proper 
judfftfs of evEfything apperiaimng to their own affaita, not 

prohtbilrtf hy the CDn^tllulion ; llut all etTorta of tht abo- 
Jitionisls, or others, made to induce Congress to interfere 
with qnestiona oE slaveiy, or to lake mcipimt atepa in 
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relation tfacicto, ve calcuUitd lo lead io the mo«t aUrmtn^ 
tad duAcroiu coa&cqaenfu ; vid ilidi all ludi rfforts have an 
bicviuble tendency to dioiLnuh the happiness of th« people, 
ind cndangEf the slabiliCy and permtnency of the Union, and 
DOshl not 10 l>c counieronced by any iriend of our politiul 
inttitutiont.'* 

When it is remembered that on a platform 
containing this clause a New England man was 
elected President in 1&52, it will be seen that at 
tliat date there was a larg^e body of men in the 
North who were sil]\ sympathizers of the South 
ill her fight for the protection of its peculiar in- 
stitution. 

The Whig Convention, also, was heM in Bal- 
timore, on the 16th ai Jimc Note now the 
pl.itform on which General Winfield Scott was 
nominated: 

"Thff »ftriei of »cta fti ilie Thirty-firai Congrfs't—ihe act 
known AS Ehfi ruiltiw Sbve Law included — ire received 
And 4Ctjui«ci:d in hy thr Whig party of the United Sute9 
M H nulement in princiijlc and substance of the dangerous 
and thcitiiiti tjuoKtiun which (hi.'y embracf!: and bd far aa 
they *rf fi^Lifcrnrd, vc wiH inRiniAin Uicm and inGist od 
ihdr itrM *nlnrt*mfnt, until time and enptrience shall 
dcH^ohiilfiilr the fHKT»ity uf fiirllirr 1cK>^bTJon. to suard 
AUiintt tho cvuion of the Uwi on the one liand apd the 
abii»c af iUelt pn«*ri on Ihc oEhcr, not impairing their 
prc*<'ii< flfl^^^MKy; ind we deprecate all a^iaiion of the 
qu^ttioii thM* •ettled. » dingrn^m in out peace: And will 
AtrauBtCMnc* all rff>^ru \a ttntw or cMitinne such agita- 
iWn whefttv«r, whetr^et, or IxwrewT the altvmpt may be 
m^^t and n will mAiniAm thit n^fcm a» esseniial to 
Hm MtlvMUly of ihc Wug fWr of ihz LnUm." 

T^m iittrt v*4 \\Xt\t 10 choo«e hctwcen the 
I^UUwmH s^i the two grcAl parties. Both were 
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willing to allow (he country to rest from the bit- 
ter disputes over slavery. It was tacitly agreed 
that Ihe compromise measures of 1850 were to be 
a<!ceptcd by both parties as oil allaying Ihe trou- 
bled waters. Franklin Pierce was now at the 
helm, which expression in his case is nothing 
more than a figure of speech, for of him no more 
is needed in the way of characterization than to 
say that he was an honest man and a gentleman, 
and of average mediocrity as Presidents go. In 
his inaugural ad<Iress, President Pierce said, — 
and it is easy to imagine the sigh of content with 
which he prepared this pari of his speech,—" 1 
believe that involuntary servitude is recognized 
by the Constitution, I believe that the States 
where it exists are entitled to efficient remedies 
to enforce the constitutional provisions. 1 hold 
that the compromise measures of 1850 are 
strictly constitutional, and to be unhesitatingly 
carried into effect. And now, I fervently hope 
that Che question is at rest." 

The controversy for a time was Stilled. For 
a time there was to be a truce, an era of appar- 
ent good-will. Aside from the abolitionists, the 
North was contented; it had acquiesced in such 
measures as gave the South all she could pos- 
sibly expect. This state of peace was rudely 
shattered, however, by Douglas^ and For no 
other reason than the desire to further his 
ambitious schemes for personal aggrandize- 
ment. 

A bill for the organization of the Territory of 
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Nebraska had been passed in the House oE Rej^ 
resenUtives. This bill was introduced into the 
Senate in December, 1853, and was referred to 
the Committee on Territories, of which Dou^as 
was chairman. The Territory of Nebraska in- 
cluded the present States of Kansas, Nebraska, 
Montana, North and South Dakota, Wyoming, 
and part of Colorado. 

On January 4, 1854, Douglas made a report 
intended to be far-reaching in its effect, which 
was so, indeed, for it precipitated afresh the sec- 
tional quarrel with such vehemence that it could 
no more be allayed until after there had been a 
terrific and fratricidal war. In this report it was 
declared that " It is a disputed point whether 
slavery is prohibited in the Nebraska country by 
valid enactment. ... In the opinion of those 
eminent statesmen who hold that Congress is 
invested wilh nc^ riirhiful authority to legislate 
\i\*ox\ thf suhjoci of slavery in the Territories, 
the oij:btli soclion of the act preparatory to the 
adnujision of Missouri is null and void/" 

It tt\is this evj;hth section of the Missouri 
Oomprvvnisr wbioh i^r^^hibited the extension of 
sl.*\^r\ in ,1!* the Lox^isiana territory lying north 
of (AtitcJr ^;o' ^^■*\ tV.e State of Missouri ex- 
oci^;<s'. VhTs e^iAoir^cT^.t had become a source 
oi V;:!fv TTji^r: to ;*;e S**u;heraerSv for — since 
ji'' A^Al:;;^> Sfs^Ttx^iv *>^:\^ s^Miih of north lati- 
;.^^^ ^t^' ^tv*^ h*.: ^\>::^ or^Ari-reJ ir.to States — 
i', '{^-w^'.\w c\\ a" tf'\\v;i";s:o;\ ^^i :>» s^a\-e-holdii^ 
^v^^nv^;. ^^v.,■^^^vl. :: j:A\'e ;^e XoTih a \-ast 
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country out of which numerous free States 
might be carved. The South saw its equality of 
power in the Senate doomed- The repeal of the 
Missouri Compromise was therefore its last 
hope. This could never be formally carried- But 
that measure might be abrogated by being de- 
clared unconstitutional. This is what Douglas 
discovered that the compromise measures of 
1850 had done. His report stated that *' It 
IS apparent that the compromise measures of 
1850 affirm, and rest upon the following propo- 
sitions ; 

" First. — That all questions pertaining to 
slavery in the Territories, and in the new States 
to be formed therefrom, are to be left to the 
people residing therein, by their appropriate rep- 
resentatives, to be chosen by them for that pur- 
pose. 

"Second. — That 'all cases involving title to 
slaves^* and * questions of persoual freedom,' are 
to be referred to the adjudication of the local 
tribunals, with the nght of appeal to the Supreme 
Court of the United States, 

" Third. — That the provision of the Constitu- 
tion of the United States in respect to fugitives 
from service is to be carried into faithful execu- 
tion in al] ' the original Territories/ the same as 
in the States. 

*'Thc substitute lor the bill which your com- 
mittee have prepared, and which is commended 
lor the favorable action of the SenatCj proposes 
to carry these propositions and principles into 

7 
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practical operation, in the precise langua^ of 
the compromise measures of i8sa" 

The proposition to repeal the Missouri Com- 
promise came upon the North with the stunning 
effect of a thunderbolt. The settlement of iS^o 
had come to be regarded as something sacred 
and inviolate. To repudiate it seemed in the 
nature of a breach of faith. To obliterate the 
prohibitive line at 36^* 30' was to overthrow 
the bulwarks upon which the North bad all 
along relied to stem the tide of slavery extension. 
There were very many in Massachusetts who, 
so distinctly sectionalized bad the country be- 
come, would have as freely welcomed a propo- 
sition to eradicate their State line. Doubtless it 
is hard for the present generation to realize what, 
in those days of the fifties, the terms North and 
South meant. They were as separate as two 
nations who, diametrically opposed in every in- 
terest, yet abode discontentedly under the same 
government and eyed each other with suspicious 
jealousy across the same legislative halls. And 
both sections were conscious of these facts. No 
more striking proof of this could be found than 
in ihc literature of the day. which, North and 
South, reflects sectional sentiment 

The fonu in which the Kansas-Nebraska Bill 
was fmnlly p:issed provided for the organization 
of both K.iris.i5 nnd Nebraska. The understand- 
ing W.1S. amon^ iK'^e who engineered the meaa- 
urp iwiihout, howicver, di\-ulging all their pur- 
iHv^e^. th^t Kans.-is should be an acquisition to 
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the slave-holding States. This notwithstanding 
the fact that Douglas declared that the true in- 
tent and meaning of the bill was not to legislate 
slavery into any Territory or State, and not to 
cicclude it therefrom, but to leave the people 
perfectly free to regulate their domestic institu- 
tions in their own way. 

This was the doctrine known as "popular 
sovereignty," but nicknamed '* squatter sov- 
ereignty" by the opponents of the bill. The 
measure was finally passed on May »6, 1854. It 
was signed by the President amidst the firing of 
cannon and the triumphant shouting of its 
friends. But these demonstrations were truly 
premonitory of the battle-cries and deadly bom- 
bardments which were to follow, for the Kansas- 
Nebraska Bill was a direct and causal antecedent 
of the wan Doubtless the controversy would 
^have sprung up again in some other guise; but, 
as it was, Stephen A. Douglas, in stirring up this 
subject which was for the time quiescent, made 
himself responsible for the conflict which fol- 
lowed. 

The repeal of the Missouri Compromise was 
the beginning of the end. By it the South made 
her last throw, and lost. It was a desperate and 
hopeless attempt to break the barrier which con- 
fined the slave power to proportions which were 
daily being outstripped by the North. There 
was no possibility of slavery taking root in 
,the newly opened country; climate, soil, and the 
'try configuration of the land itself entirely un- 
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hid said lo "nafina » ordinate of Nature 
or to re-«act the wtS of God.-- Nevertheless' 
the effeci on the North was tremendous, the 
conrktjon there growmg strong that the Union 
and slavery eould not much lon^r exist to- 
gether. The ejcprcssion of this opinion pro- 
ceeded at fint from the exir^inists, but at this 
day it is not the habit to acknowledge how ready 
the abolttionim wcTt lo give utterance to dis- 
union sentiments. On the 4th of July, iZs4. Gar- 
rison publicly bnmed a copy of the United States 
Constitution ft-tth the words, "The Union must 
be dissolved." .-Vgain he said, "Justice and lib- 
crty, God and man, demand the dissolution of 
this slave-holding Union, and the formation of 
a Northern confederacy, in which sbve-holdcrs 
will stand before the law as felons and be treated 
as pirales," In another chapter we shall have 
an opportunity to point oitt and illustrate the 
fact that Northern antislaverj- men did a fair 
share in the work of promulgating the idea of 
secession, just as the Hartford Convention fur- 
nished ammunition for the South Carolina nuUi- 
fiers. 

The immediate consequence of the Kansas- 
Nebraska Bill was that many to whom slavery 
hud hitherto been a matter of indifference now 
became opposed to it on the ground thai its 
defenders were persistently putting the Union in 
dtng«r. 
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It will thus be seen that the slavery question, 
which waa hurrying Ihe two sections to the abyss 
of war, now overshadowed all other political con- 
siderations and was at the same time the chief 
line marking the division of parties. In the 
North the words of the Declaration oE Indepen- 
dence — especially those Jefferson had borrowed 
from the doctrinaire philosophers of revolution- 
ary France, regarding natural law and the equal- 
ity and t>rotherhood of man — appealed with tell- 
ing cfTect, just as they had done to the majority 
of New England men at the time of the adoption 
of the Federal Constitution. It was claimed by 
them, moreover, that the Southeni slave-holders 
were abandoning their old position, which had 
been one of defence, and in exchange therefor 
were adopting an aggressive attitude with the 
object of nationalising Ihelr institution. 

That there was much reason in this contention 
becomes obvious when we recall the position as- 
sumed by the South in 1787, and contrast it with 
the policy that actuated the Southeni leaders 
during the quarrel regarding Kansas. Generally 
accepted in the fonner penod as a local custom- 
ary institutionf with no other protection in the 
free States and elsewhere than what was ac- 
corded it by either comity or treaty, the slave- 
holders bad arrived at a paint where they un- 
dertook to argue that there was no difference 
between their human chattels and any other 
form of property. This altered opinion had been 
partly the cause and partly the effect of the series 
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of evrats, tn part alreadv discussed here, which, 
however namral, were well calctilated to deepen 
the chasm between the sections. 

These events, briefly rcctpittilatrng, were: the 
purchase of Louisiana; the Missouri Compro- 
mise; the annexation of Texas; the war with 
Mexico and the territorial acquisitions resulting 
therefrom; the compromise of 1850; the repeal 
of the Missouri Compromise; the amendment 
of the Fugitive Slave Law ; the Kansas-Nebraska 
Bill ; the extension of slavery to Territories like 
Utah and New Mexico; to these we must add 
the various filibustering expeditions fitted out by 
" Southern annexationists'* against Cuba and 
Central America, with the avowed purpose (only 
thwarted by threat of Federal interference) of 
carving out new territory from which to con- 
struct slave-holding Slates; and> finally, an in- 
creasing demand, voiced by Governor Adams^ of 
South Carolina, in his message to the Legislature 
of 1856, for the reopening of the African slave- 
trade. 

To the South, if slavery were to continue, this 
policy of extension was not only natural, but 
necessary, Tt already saw its rival far ahead of 
ii in population and wealth. The future held still 
further gain for the North. The public lands of 
the great Northwest — long unavailable for lack 
of means of communication — were being rapidly 
st'Mled by busy and industrious immigrants^ who 
wc*rv carried thither by the lines of railway that 
were ln'ginuing to gridiron the country; and the 
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construction of artificial waierways like the Erie 
Canal had already laid the foundation of new 
communities in the region bordering the Great 
Lakes. Nor was the West the only part o£ the 
country that was thus rapidly developing. The 
opening up of the coal, iron, and oil fields ol 
Pennsylvania was fast adding to Ihe richness 
and population of the Middle States; McCor- 
mick's reaper and other agricultural implements 
brought about the cultivation ol lands in the 
wheat-growing portions of the North; and New 
England, under the protection of a high tariff 
and with the multiplication of new inventions, 
was from an industrial point of view fast ap- 
proaching the social and economic type of 
manufacturing Great Britain. 

The original differences between the North 
and the South were now heightened to a degree 
they had never before reached, for few of the 
great industrial forces were felt in any marked 
degree below Mason and Dixon's line. Slavery 
excluded them. The natural advantages of the 
South were unutilised. Such resources, for ex- 
ample, as the rich coal and iron mines of Ten- 
nessee and Alabama were almost untouched. 
Urban life, moreover, was becoming even more 
sluggish. Tl is true that seaports like Charles- 
ton, Savannah, Mobile, and New Orleans main- 
tained a more or less active trade, but the popu- 
lation was largely composed of planters who 
made these cities their homes in winter and were 
too often but slightly interested in the improve- 
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ment of community hit, and who were m many 
cases bo£tiJe to ^nyihiog that might impel change 
or advancement. In the Imerior of the South 
there were numerous smaU towns, to he sure, 
but^ as a rule, they were mere political and ad- 
niinislrative cenLres, whose inhabitants consisted 
in the main of office-holders, a few professional 
mcn» some merchants, together with their slaves 
and a sprinkling of lazy, shiftless, free negroes. 
Rural interests were well-nigh supreme, and each 
plantation was not only a social but an industrial 
centre^ for almost everytliing needed was pro- 
duced by the slaves themsclvcs. 

Nor were the differences between the sections 
thus accentuated only by mere material agencies, 
In malters of education there was a vital differ- 
ence between the North and the South, and one 
that in course of time did no little to foster the 
inherited and mutual dislike of the people of the 
two sections. Town hfc at the North — not lo 
speak of the ideals of the people — had con- 
tributed largely to the creation and development 
of a system of education far superior to that pos- 
sible to agricultural communities Free schools 
had multiplied and finally attained to a degree 
of efficiency that did much to raise the level of 
general inteUigence. while numerous colleges and 
universities aided in the work of advancing the 
cause of civilization and cnlightenmcnL Not so 
with the South, whose entire social constitution 
was in every manner calculated to hinder the 
growth of general culture. It is true thai there 
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were Southern people whose critical tastes could 
be said even to surpass those o( Northern citi- 
zen^i, and there were not a few notable private 
libraries. At the same lime, the fact cannot be 
disguised that there were few Southern authors 
of note; and when readers desired books they 
sought them rather in England and France than 
al the North, whose literary productions were 
increasingly crowded with attacks upon slavery. 
Thus the two peoples often thought differently 
t>e cause they did not read the same things. 
Meanwhile, in the domain of higher education 
there was every whit as much variance. State 
universities like those supported by Virginia, 
the Carolinas, Gectrgia, Alabama, and Missis- 
sippi were admirable so far as they went. In- 
deed, in SQme instances their courses of iListruc- 
lion will bear very favorable comparison with 
those provided by the Northern institutions of 
learning, while more than one professor at such 
colleges as those maintained by Virginia and 
the Carolinaa won universal esteem by reason 
of his culture and learning. Notwithstanding 
these facts, however, the education ihua im- 
parled was little calculated to develop catho- 
licity of thought- 

The students, as a rule, met men from their 
own States who thought and acted as they them- 
selves did. It is truCr many young men of the 
South went abroad^ as well as to such Northern 
institutions as Harvard. Yale, and Princeton. 
But this custom began gradually to decline, as 
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the discussion of the slavery question forced itself 
into the intimate life of the people, and students 
preferred to remain at home^ where their feelings 
would not be irritated by attacks upon their sec- 
tion and its institutions. Thus we find a line of 
demarcation in the educational life of the period. 

A similar line of cleavage took place between 
the reli^ous organizations of the country. The 
members of great bodies like the Methodist 
Conference, the Presbyterian Assembly, and the 
Baptist Convention found it impossible to harmo- 
nize, and separated into Northern and Southern 
bodies, over the slavery question. Hence men 
who had theretofore met annually or less fre- 
quently in national meetings became estranged 
from one another. 

Of political controversies much has been said 
already. That these should have increased in 
virulence as time went on, and slavery ceased to 
remain a local and moral issue and became in- 
stead a political and national question, was nat^ 
ural- It was slavery, for example, that slowly 
produced a great political party almost wholly 
composed of Northern men and directed to the 
denationalisation, if not to the uttermost over- 
throw, of the institution. How this came about 
is indisputable, yet it may not be out of place 
briefly to trace here the formation of Northern 
opinion as the advocates of slavery extension 
grew bolder and bolder in their efforts to retain 
and strengthen their power. 

To do this will require us to add something 
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more lo what has been previously said on the 
tarit]F, which was a. potent factor in swelling the 
number of agencies at work in bririg-jng about 
the war between the sections. Hence it may be 
weil to speak now of the latter pliase of tlie 
subject. 

The so-called " era of good feeling" that set 
in with the Presidency of Monroe and ihe enun- 
cialion of the policy that has been associated 
with hifl name was one largely swayed by per- 
sonal and factional considerations rather than by 
those larger political conceptions which are sup- 
posed to guide the conduct of thoroughly organ- 
ized parties, 

fiecatise of its behavior during our second 
struggle with Great Britain, the old Federal party 
had committed suicide. Now and then, to be 
sure, it gave fitful exhibitions of returning vital- 
ity, but these, by its enemies, at least, were re- 
garded more In the light of the spasms of a 
reptile whose head had been crushed than as 
the threat of a restoration to life. At first 
there was nothing lo lake its place. The old 
Democratic- Republican party of Jefferson alone 
maintained its existence. It is true, a group 
of young men like Calhoun, Clay, and others 
already gave evidence of a trend towards na- 
tional aspirations that was verj- far from the 
doctrines of the orthodox Jeffersonian school; 
but ihey still gave their loyal adherence to the 
party in spite of iheir support of the bill re- 
chartering the Bank of the Untied States and 
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their endorsement of the Tariff Act of i8r6. 
But as the disposidoD not only to maintain but 
to raise the tariff manifested itself, as well as 
a spirit of national acti\4ty looking to increasing 
expenditure for internal improvementSr the 
Democratic factions began to ripen into parties, 
and sectionalism to lift its head in a new direc- 
tion. 

At first in sympathy both with the policy of 
protecting infant industries and that implying 
so liberal an interpretation of the Constitution 
as to sanction the improvement by national 
agencies of highways, canals, and harbors, the 
South soon began to recede from a policy which 
apparently enriched the North without giving 
herself any proportionate return. With the elec- 
tion, by the House of Representatives, of the 
second Adams to the Presidency, the altered sit- 
uation had become sufficiently marked to attract 
attention. In the first place, Adams received but 
slight support in the South; secondly, he was 
elected by Clay's casting the lie vote in his favor. 
This was the beginning of that alliance between 
the North and the West which during the Civil 
War was destined to disappoint the South in aD 
its hopes towards the securing of Western as- 
sistance, or, at least, indifference. Leadership, 
moreover, both North and South passed through 
a shifting process of unusual importance. As 
Monroe had been the last President of the 0)d 
Virj^inia type, so Adams marked the end of New 
England*s hegemony. To the West the North 
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was hcnccforih to look for her leadership, wliUcj 
at Ihe same time, Virginia, partly by reason of 

■ her new Constitution widening- The franchise, 
partly because of tlie development of the lower 
South, was forced to abdicate in favor of South 

I Carolina and the Gulf States. 
One of the earliest results of this altered state 
of things was the birth of the Whig party, whose 
principles were largely represented by Clay'3 
•' .\mericaii System." with a large share of the 
Federal party's ideas of a loose construction of 
the Constitution. The party, despite its lean- 

Iin^s, soon foitnd a number of warm Soutliern 
supporters. 
Committed to the policy of protection, the 
Wings were responsible for the "TarifT' of Abom- 
inations" of iS^8, that resulted in the nulliiica- 
tion movement in South Carolina, and what was, 
in point of fact, the first germ of the Civil War, 
The Whig party was opposed by the Democrats. 
then, as usual, divided into hostile factions. Its 
Southern members, moreover, were in favor of 
fllaverj", opposed to the tariff, and, as a rule, op- 
posed to the bank. To lliis Southern wing the 
Iparty owed its final destruction when the slavery 
question dominated every other political subject. 
The South naturally looked upon England as 
its best market. There it could buy at reason- 
able prices the necessaries and luxuries of life, 
and at the same time find an excellent opportu- 
nity to dispose of Southern products. After the 
repeal of the British Corn Laws and the increased 
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ttorivity of cmnmercc brought about by this 
ihrth^r of iwlicy, English manufacturing indus- 
nicjt ii^^k on a new lease of life, from which all 
\it\ru of (tie world reaped advantages, but few 
iiimt* HO ilun the Southern States. What was 
nioic uiitMniL iherefore, than that they should 
rntliiMi^r with cnlhusiasm Peel's doctrines of free 
ti luW, »nil view Kngland with friendlier eyes than 
Ihry ilid \he North? Was not the tariff a direct 
\iU\w A{ thf I'lvmmerdal interests of the Southern 
SttUrii? IVpriuling as they did on commerce 
In lU UrKesI nense, they now found that interest 
hlKtllctrd in |iiroe« for the welfare of a section 
alii-inJv iKiratrnin^ the horrors of a servile war, 

Al>»>vr ^^aMm and Dixon's line there was a 
liii'k ill rhui nn;ininnty of opinion that prevailed 
nn rt'i'U'lv sontli of it. Politically speaking, there 
w^Ti*, in Ifu* liiM |>l;»re, the Democrats who were 
ilih|»i»?.ril to iiiloj^l Soiilhern views out and out 
■uid iIioM' nic-inhors of the same party who were 
hiMilily hii'k of thoir Southern friends. Arrayed 
ii^;(iinM ihis org:»ni/ation was the Whig party^ 
it, Ion, w;is disjjosfd (o wink at slavery in order 
to ol>t;iin Soulhrrti support. Added to these was 
\\\f iiliolitionlst pjirty, composed of two factions, 
consrrvativo ;inil liberal; the one opposed to 
Hh»vrry ex(cnsi<in but unwilling to disturb its con- 
linnance at the Sonth; the other unreservedly 
foniniilloii rither to the extinction of slavery or 
the dissoliilion of the Union. 

In ihc North at this time there were abolition- 
ists. Free-soilers, antjslavery Whigs, and anti- 
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Nebraska Democrats, as well as minor groups. 
The Whig party went to pieces on the rock of 

the Kansas- Nebraska Bill, and the new Repub- 
lican party took its place. This was destined to 
develop into a mighty force, which, in the armed 
contention of the nation, was to demolish slavery 
itself. From the start its policy was sectional 
rather than national,— a party desiring no en- 
tangling Southern alliance to cripple U as the 
Whigs had been crippled. The advent of the 
Republican party definitely arrayed the North 
against the South. No Sonthern wing hampered 
this new organisation; and from the first its 
object was confessedly the overthrow of the slave 
power- 
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":'r "TV -.'rr.'r. :: ;*:' jo'. the overthrow of 
':.'■' ■r.-::"-::'^^" r-.xr,: hive becr^ a much slower 
j,ro":.=,. ir.^ £ccor:r".:=hed peaceably and with 
'..^*:.hr1:f,r'. f/i-e^I '^pon due compensation. The 
m^jrvTi i'. that the Southern statesmen did not 
'I'-arly j^^-rrcrvc that the North had become not 
ii\i\y i'l't ■■Irr^ng for them, but also too greatly 
'[irinUiU^ri] ijy ;mtislaver>- principles to relinquish 
ilir !*TnM iiorlion oJ the public domain to slave- 
h'lMiii^; rifniT'A. The opinion is here ventured 
(li^ii \hr leaders of the Southern people must 
fijvr •.'•t'i) it. ft seems evident that, resting on 
wiul rlii-y [iclirvcd to be their constitutional 
i\y\\i. Miry wt-Ti- determined to push, if neces- 
'.iu v»ll"** i\MU- of slivcry to the point of secession, 
Al Mir ',:inir l\\\)c, il must be added that among 
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the larger slave-holders, as opposed to mere 
politicians, there was a decided opposition to 
the secession movement. The conservatism oE 
wealth in both the North and the South strove 
to preserve the jfa/wj quo. 

But Kansas seemed to afford a chance for 
Southern expansion. The South threw, and lost; 
for the dice, sf> to speak, were heavily loaded in 
lavor of the North, From tliis time forward the 
controversy takes a new form. It is no longer a 
legal and constitutional argument, a Congres- 
sional debate, or even a mantruvring for the pas- 
sage of laws; it is an open quarrel^ with deeds of 
violence becoming steadily more frequent; skir- 
mishes between the pickets o£ armies marching 
rapidly to meet each other- 
Kansas was in a virtual state of wan There 
" Border Ruffians" from Missouri and "* Free 
State Settlers" from the North carried on a 
course of violence in which arson and assassina- 
tion were incidents of daily occurrence. Such 
was the extent oJ these outrages that a conserva- 
tive estimate thus enumerates their effects: 
value of crops destroyed, $37,349; number of 
buildings burned and destroyed, 78; horses 
taken or destroyed, ^6&: cattle taken or de- 
stroycd* 533; property taken or destroyed by^ 
pro-slavery men, $318,718; by free State men, 
$94,529. Over two hundred lives were lost, and 
the expeditions to Kansas cost over two million 
dollars. The Territory was divided, in accord- 
^nnce with the views of the settlers, into two dis- 

L_ 
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tricts, each vyin^ with the other in the perpetra- 
tion of every species of outrage. The pro-slavery 
men gathered around Leavenworth and Lecomp- 
ton^ where they held conventions and formulated 
a Stale constitution, while the free-State people 
met at Topeka and Lawrence and put into opera- 
tion rival political machinery, neither party rec- 
ognizing' the legislative performances of the 
other. 

The New York Times said, " The question of 
slavery domination must and will be fought out 
on the plains of Kfinsas." This was the feeling 
both North and South, Accordingly, in sending 
out men each section was careful to see that they 
were well armed. Some of the contingents from 
both sections were equipped with Bibles^ but it 
is difficidt to see that they had any effect what- 
soever on the dispute in Kansas or the manner 
in which it was carried on, A remarkable scene 
was enaacd in Connecticut, at New Haven, 
where Deacon Lines had raised a company of 
seventy-nine emigrants. Before their depart- 
ure, a mass meeting was held, in a church, for 
the purpose of raising Funds for their equipment. 
There were present many eminent clerg>'men, 
and of Yale professors not a few. Henry Ward 
Beechern who was afterwards to do a far better 
service for the Union by his mission to England^ 
made a stirring address, Then Professor Still- 
man started the subscription with one Sharp's 
rifle ; others, including the pastor of the church, 
followed. Beecher announced that if twenty-five 
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B rifles were subscribed on the spot, his church 
"would duplicate the number. He bad already 
^-expressed his opiiiion that for the slave-holders 
^ftpf Kansas die rifle was a more effecii%-e moral 
^Bnncy than the Bible; consequently, from that 
^*OTie or Sharp's rifle was popularly known as 
" Bcecher's Bible/' This incident fairly illus- 
trates the i^pirit in which the North met the 
t Kansas troubles. 
The Southern method was no less strenuous. 
The pro-slavery men had an advantag'e in that 
they were favored by the Administration in 

k Washington. The Territorial officers were all 
of this party. That they did not fail to take ad- 
vantage of their power — and that to the utmost 
limit — is iUusiratcd in the destruction of Law- 
rence. Sheriff Jones, during an attempt to arrest 

Ha free-State man tn that town, was wounded. 
The pro- si a very men were im measurably in- 
censed, and demanded that the abolition town be 
wiped out of existence. A legal pretext for at- 

^Jtacking the place was sought. 

I The Territorial Legislature had passed laws 
which inflicted the ricaih penally upon those who 
committed certain acts prejudicial to slavery. 
Even to speak, write, or print matter by which 

^-slaves might be advised or induced to rebel was 

^Ba capital crime. In accordance with these enact- 
ments, Judge Lecompte^ the chief justice of the 
Territory and an ardent pro-slavcrj- man, enun- 
ciated bis doctrine of Constructive Treason, In 
charging the grand jury at Lecompton, he ruled 
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zbikz '^ rcssz toA l»ws ns «qnal Co treason 
^dz=£z ibfr Vrrrti Soles. He sud ; 



' li yiv: imi ^oc BT ihA ^^^lJl■^^■L tot becB Ottckp bol 
^^b: r^TgihTjLZi:gtt ^-ir W^ icv^nd fa- Ac pvpoic of re- 

^1-e ^r^ Atlar mttt «Sr=xnc ^ sbA caaliBntioiis, then 
DEiC r.'a in^ ^cl^ sar ujnsj !>:=<«« 



Ac^'**£n5^. thr* gr^ad jnrr^ m addition to 
r-^i?!™:? pTve nin c i i irec-Staic leaders for trca- 
^^^r.. rpcv'^rrrmen^Sed tbe abatement as nuisances 
of r^ws^upers puKi*heJ at Lawmicc. 

M^r^^ DoroMion. in May, 1856, issued a 
prw^arutiixi to the people of Kansas, an- 
Tioitr.-ir,*: :hs: he had cenain writs to execute at 
Lattrerof, iT'.d that a* pre\-iously his deputy 
1 Tor.efl had betn oppowd m the execution of 
v.iMice, hf had ever>- reason i*> belieii-e that on 
:hi? ocva?io:i he wouM likewi^ be resisted by 
3 Uirije ard armed force. Therefore all law- 
ab:di::£r cii:=ens were commanded to appear at 
Lfcompio:! in order to aid in the due execution 
of the law. Pro-slavery men — otherwise desig- 
nated as " law-abiding citiiens*' — appeared in 
ample force. 

These men. so flatteringly designated, com- 
prised the marshars posse. There were seven 
hundred and fifty of them, and, to state the 
fact moderately, they were a gang of ruffians. 
Armed with rifles and five pieces of artillery, 
they took a position on the bluff's which from 
the West commanded the towTi, The inhabi- 
tants of Lawrence were not prepared to resist 
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sach a force. Right was on tlieir side, though 
Ihey were law-breakers: but it was an instance 
[in which *' the heaviest baltahons" prevailed in- 
dependent of the justice of the cause. Donald- 
son, after making some arrests, turned the posse 
over to Jones, the sheriff of Douglas County, 
with the avouchment, " He is a Taw-and-order 
man, and acts under the same atithority as the 
marshal/' Jones immediately proceeded to ex- 
emplify his idea of law and order. The men were 
marched into the town with banners flying. One 
,of these was ornarrentefl with the inscription: 



"Let YankM* tremble, abolilioni^ls UIl; 
Oar tniaiXQ U, Give ScmUiem right? ro all/ 



[The first objects of this disciplinary visitation 
ere the offices of the offending free-State news- 
papers. These were quickly destroyed, presses, 
type, books, and all. The sheriff also bad a writ 
against the large stone hotel which had just been 
erected and was the pride of the town. The exe- 
cution of this writ gave him a welcome oppor- 
tunity to test the mettle of his artillery. But the 

BvraUs being proof against the balls, the torch 
was applied to the edifice^ and it was burnt to 
the ground — not until the wines and liquors it 

■contained were first preserved for immediate use. 
Under the influence of these, and unsubmissive 

^lo the control of Buford and Atchison, who coiui- 

■^elled against the destruction of property, the 
posse sacked the town and set fire to Governor 
Robinson's house. In one project, however, they 
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did not succeed. They failed lo get possession 
of the Sharp's rifles which were in the hands o£ 
Pomeroy, the representative of the Emigrant 
Aid Company. These were retained by the free- 
State men for future and effective use. 

This, though a victory for slavery m Kansas, 
only served to strengthen and crystallJie the 
Northern antagonism to that institution. It 
made RepubMcans. 

But the outrages in the Territory were not all 
perpetrated by the pro-slavery men. In Facl^ if 
careful investigation is made with such cvitlence 
as is available and trustworthy, it will be found 
that dishonors were not far from being even be- 
tween the two parties. In 185? the retiring gov- 
ernor of Kansas said truly: 

" DesDlAtlan and ruia rrtgncil on every hand; tiGmes and 
firESLdes were deserted^ the smoke of Lurnine dwcllinff^ 
darkened Ihe ^iJTio<bphrrp ; 'wonipii dnri children, driven 

from hflbiutions, wandered ov<rr the prairips and among 
ihe woodlands, or ±oiigh[ refuge among ihr Indian tribes, 
The highways were in felled with numcrouii predatory 
bandb, and ihe townr. vkere funified and garrisoned t^y 
armica of conHifhng parti ^ns» each excited altnosl to 
frenzy, and deLermiaed upgji lautU'iL extcnDiDatioii." 

In the annah of crime \vc can learn of no deed 
more atrocious than that laid to the charge of 
the demented agitator John Brown, later of Har- 
per's Ferry infamy, and afterwards canonized by 
public opinion at the North. After the destnic- 
tion of Lawrence, Brown determined lo expiate 
the blood of five free-State men who had been 
killed since the beginning of the troubles. He 
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called together his Jour sons, a son-in-law, and 
Iwo neJghbo^s. to whom he had made known his 
determination to put to the sword all the pro- 
slavery men living on the Poltawatomie, Tolhc 
objection of one of them he replied* " I have no 
choice- It hab bet^n decreed l>y Almighty God, 
ordained from eternity, thai I should make an 
example of these men/' Brown and hi^ party 
went out one night, and coming to the house of 
Boyle, one of the proscribed men, compelled 
him and one of his sons to go with them. What 
followed is indicated by the eviiience, given un- 
der oath, of a surviving son : 

"I found my father md one broihcr, William, lying dcacl 
in tbt road, about two hiindrtd yards from the hou$e. I 
uw my other brocELt^r lying Jrad on Ihe ground, about one 
hundred and Afty yards from the house, ia the gt^^ss. near 
D ravine; hib fingers were cut off anJ his arms were cut 
off; there was a hole id hli brcafii, Wiindin's htad wa4 
cut open add a ho\*i wa» in his jaw a^ though it w:ls made 
by a knife; and a hcle vra^ alsci in hi^ »idc- My father 
wai bhut m the forehead and stabbed in the breast." 

John Brown and his band then went to the 
house of another settler named Wilkinson. De- 
spite the pleading- of his sick and helpless wife, 
they compelled him to go with thetn. In the 
morning he also was found dead, William Sher- 
man made up the number of the fivCn In nearly 
all the accoLuits of the life of John Brown this 
incident is either slurred over, or extenuated by 
the conditions which then obtained in Kansas, or 
excused by Brown's principles. But in any true 
history it can be regarded only as one of the 
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Tht tn owAfc* m T-wmn t faad & gr^xx effect on 
Ibe rii liilirtifcl Ach oa. Though the resuli 
was not the trioi^h ti ifac free Slate candidate. 
the R<yfcfc M i pvtf caiK astooishingly to 
the (oiT, asd »a* pT«n ««mg bcspe of «ctory 
■ the next ftg ii d ctat csnpucn. The elec- 
tioBU bi 1B36L ol Kathund T Budcs, of Musa- 
dutsetts, 00 the 00c hundred and thirty-third 
ballot, to the ^>eakenhip of the House stimu- 
lated the Reput^icaofi. The>- saw that Southern 
asccodency in Coogre^ was doomed, and were 
encouraged (o bend every energy to capture the 
execniive branch of the government. 

Prejudices ran high during these years of ex- 
citement ain3 passion^ Men were often quite as 
much enraged hy hatred of the Southern slave- 
holders as by any love of the blacks, for whom, 
in many respccls. the Southerners really had a 
higher regard. As Carlyle bluntly put it, the 
South said to the negro, "*God bless you and 
be a slave; the North, 'God d — n you and be 
a freeman.* " In mUny a Northern heart, more- 
over, there was jealousy, thai consumer of the 
fairf^st of ideals. At the South there grew up a 
scarcely less noxious product. It was hatred. 

Nothing so strikingly illustrates the height of 
sectional animosity as the personal assault on 
Charles Sumner by Brooks, of South Carolina. 
Sumner's ability placed hiro in the foremost nmk 
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ti the leading spirits of his time, his consdous- 
n?ss of that ability endued him with a self-confi- 
dence which never failed. He had a highly 
wrought moral sense, leading him to devote him- 
rlf lo the benefit of his country and the uplifting 
the enslaved race; hut it did not include a 
quick sense of the courtesy due to those who dif- 
fered from him in opinion. Consequently he was 
a man who marie many enemies; indeed, it has 
said of him that at the period of the con- 
rovcrsies before the outbreak of the war he was 
the most hated man in Washington. Possessed 
of indomitable courage, he made no attempt to 
mollify this enmity. Indeed, his public addresses 
were ultra sensational and characterised more by 
invective than by argument. On the 19th and 
20th of May, 1856, Sumner had delivered his 
famous speech on ** The Crime against Kansas." 
[t was a needlessly bitter attack on South Caro- 
la, one of those speeches frequently delivered 
jy Northern men to make political capital^ and 
^^turally calculated to goad the South to mad- 
^Bess and thus defeat Ihe very object which the 
^■peakers professed to be seeking. Moreover, 
^^Sumner's address contained insulting allusions to 
ienatOT Butler, who was a relative of Brooks, 
rard, who read the speech previous to its de-; 
'ery. strongly advised the elimination of some 
ti its expressions. But Sumner was not fully 
conscious of the stinging force of his language^" 
The story is well kiiown, — how Brooks attacked 
Sumner while the latter was writing letters at his 
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^ie — mrgj. secmpi ^ iKX ^wzr^ r^ express 

Z'-CTT'^ zi£ Tizt dr«^ Hr^cis- bni. *3:r of a 
- _-i_^ r ;=^— r^-cif,=jnL bt ocM-i nae Hcv&« and 
r^^2gziti I : _cr ±. Hi ^ris -w-^-c^i: mnsiiDoastT 

Tlib ttsz^lT hii :ee^ ra5c i?rog«l**f too 
::?:i:± c-' ij r:r- his:or^ir^ I: orr^wl no deep 
^^Ihizil j-e ~^>--:^!^ r? Ir Wis -y^Thr^g m^re nor 
>ii "'--gr :hc ci'iiHi^rc -r-i piston intensiiicd by 
£ec*Jor^ feeli:^^. li tts* sirici^T personal and 
had !:::Ic or =o conzieodon »nih inaner^ of state- 
craft. 

It 3? remarkable that in 1856 all parties drew 
ihtir candidates from the Xonh, The South 
would have preferred the re-electiOD of Pierce 
Iff the election of Douglas as its second choice- 
JJut l>oth these men had estranged the members 
lA the Norihem Democracy. The only avail- 
able candidate was Buchanan. Fortunately for 
himself, he had been sen-ing the country as Am- 
bjissador to England while the Missouri Com- 
promise was being repealed and the Kansas- 
N<-braska Bill passed. Consequently, in regard 
to Ijoih these measures he could prove an alibi. 
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It was found on examination that he had never 
given ^ vote " against ihe interests of slavery, 
and never uttered a word which could pain (lie 
most sensitive Southern heartn"' He satisfied the 
South, promising that the aim nf his administra- 
tion should be to settle ihc slavery question in 
such a manner that the Union might be pre- 
served and Southern interests amply guarded. 
" If," said he. *' I can be instrumental in settling 
Ihe slavery question on the terms 1 have named, 
and then add Cuba to the Union. I shall, if Presi- 
dent, be willing to give up the ghost and let 
Breckinridge take the government/' The North 
was even more satisfied with tlie Democratic 
candidate; he was supposed to view the repeal 
of ibe Missouri Compromise with disfavor. 

This Presidential campaign (1856) showed a 
striking disintegration and re-formation oE polit- 
ical parlies. There were four political organisa- 
tions before the people, — a small remnant of tlie 
Whigs, the Know-Nothings, Democrats North 
and South, and the new Republican party. The 
Whigs and the Know-Nothings combined in the 
nomination of Millard Fillmore. The Republi- 
can party, though only four years of age, wa3 
yet sturdy enough to challenge the South and 
the Northern Democracy, Their nomination was 
governed entirely by availability. John C. Fre- 
mont's picturesque cliaracter and career were 
relied upon as qualities sufficient for a Presiden- 
tial candidate. But so far as the Republicans 
[were concerned, this was pre-eminently a cam- 
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paign for principles rather than for the man. 
Fremont was chosen sokly becau^^e he was pop- 
ular and had made no enemies. They were de- 
cisive, however, in their platform^ which declared 
it to be "both the right and the duty of Con- 
gress to prohibit in the Territories those twin 
relics of barbarism, polygamy and slaver)'," 

Tbe Repnblican party was absolutely sec- 
tional; and nndonbtedly for this reason many in 
the North, who otherwi-:e were not unfavorable 
to its principles, dared not endanger the Union 
by giving it their support. To these Fillmore 
effectively appealed when he said : 

" W* see a political parly prrtemine amdidaies for the 
Presidency 'i^nO ilie Vic«-PreEid«ncy selected for the Arst 
lime from the free Stales alone, with the avowed purpose 
of electing these cuididaies by ^uHragist^ itom one pan of 
ihc Union only, lo rule over the whole of the United 
Sute^v 

"Can li be possible thai thow who arc engaged in juch 
a measure can have terioualy reflected on the consequencea 
whicifi must iitevitabiy follow in case of succeu? Can Ihejr 
have ihc madness or the Folly lo brieve thai our Southern 
brethren would submit to be governed by >iuch a chief 
maffisTrnic? Would he be required to follow the ^am? rule 
prescribe J hy ihoi^e who elecEcd hi in in making his ap- 
poinimcntE? If a man livinff South of Mason and Dixon'a 
line be nnt woTfhy lo be President or Vice-President, wnuld 
it be proper lo select one from the same quarter as one 
of hi« Cabinet council, or to represent the naiian in a 
foreign country, or, indeed, to collect the revenue* or ad- 
minisier the bws of the United States? - . - Therefore you 
must ace that U thj^ jcctiona! party succeeds, it leads in- 
evitably to the deairuciion of thh lieautiful fubric reare^I 
by our forefathers, cemented hy Their hlood and bequeathed 
to us as n pHcple?^ inheritance. 

*' 1 Icll you, my friends, that I speak wamilr on thil 
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subject, for 1 FrJ thai we are iii danger. I am fTeierminffd 
lo make a clean brta^t oF it. 1 »i1l wa<h my hands 0I Lhc 
f:on^ucn^es< whalcver fhcy may bt; and 1 Lcll you ihat 
wr Arc irr^diitg on Ihr brink of a vnlcano [ha.1 i& liable 
■E any moment to Imrsi ionli and ovei-whdm the nation." 

This ieeliiig of imminent danger prevailed 
among the conservative men of the North and 
was jusliHed by the bitterness with which the 
possibility of a sectional government was re- 
garded by the South. Southern men were not 
slow to declare with approval their belief that 
Republican victory would result in immediate 
disunion. 

This was met by expressions of equal intoler- 
ance and what was later called '* treason'* on the 
part of abolitionists in the North, So promi- 
nent a man as Horace Greeley is reported to have 
Baid, " 1 have no doubt but the free and Ihe slave 
States ought to be separated. , , , The Union 
is not worth supporting in connection with the 
South." Such declarations as that made by one 
Hurlburt, a lawyer in Herkimer, New York, were 
common: " Rather than admit another slave 
State inlo the confederacy I would dissolve it. 
Rather than endure the ctirse of another four 
years of governmental infamy as that Pierce, 
Douglas & Co. have inflicted upon us, I would 
dissolve it, so help me Heaven/* 

The result of the election was: Popular vote 
For Buchanan, i.8iS,i6g: Fremont. 1.341,364; 
Fillmore, 864,534: electoral vote: Democrats^ 
174; Republicans, 114; Know- Nothings and 
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Whigs, 8. Thus James Buchanan became Presi- 
dent of Ihc United States, March 4, 1857. It is 
noteworthy that a. bare twelve hundred Republi- 
can votes were cast in all the Soulhem States. 
It was the Republican parly against the South, 
The North was now begfinning to " press ihe 
issue." The South was thrown upon its defence. 
Immediately after President Buchanan 5 inau- 
guration the Supreme Court of the United States 
rendered its memorable decision in the case of 
Drcd Scott (March 6^ 1857), This negro, the 
properly of a surgeon of the army, had been 
taken by his master to the mrlitary post at Rock 
Island, in ihe State of Illinois, where he resided 
as a slave until May. 1S56. At that time his 
owner removed to Fort Snelling. which was situ- 
ated north of latitude 36"* 30', and also nortli 'i 
the Stale of Missouri. Drcd Scotl's claim ^/as 
thai by his residence in Illinois, where negro 
slavery does not exist by law. and in the territory 
north of 36^ 30', where by the Missouri Com- 
promise it was prohibited, his liberty had been 
acquired- This question had been carried in 
course to the Supreme Court of the United 
States. Chief justice Taney, whose accurate 
knowledge of the law was held in the hig-hest 
estinjation, but who was a man of intense po- 
litical opinions, and %vithal a lover of Southern 
institutions, delivered the opinion of Uie Court: 



N<fTXWi "vert ftot intradcd tft he infladcii under the 
wnrd ciMtma in ihc Consftlutinn, ind tlipftforc can claim 

t>oiK ot Ihc nfht* tod pnviltscfr wbich liui iasmtmcai 



^VNSAS— BUCHANAN^ S ADmNISTRATlON la? 

proridu for and wcure* lo the riliitn* of lfa« United 
Sutei, , . . They had for more than a ceniury been re- 
garded as brin|-& of an inferior order, and >ikogtt1icf unlit io 
associate wilh the while race, either irt soclbI or pnljticnl re- 
[arion^ -. and so for infrrior Ik^t tkf)/ hod no righis which the 
a-hiXe man uns beund to respect, and thai ihc negro mighl 
jufily and lawfully be reduced to slavery for his benefit/' 

Referring to ihe clause in the Declaration of 
Independence asserting Ihat "all men are cre- 
ated equal/' the chief justice said: 

"The general words above quoted would wcm tn cm- 
htict the whole human faniily, and if ihey were used in 
a limilar instrument at thi.i day wnuld be so under-^tood. 
Bat ii is too clear for dispute that the enslaved African 
race were not intended to he included, and form no part 
of the people who framed and adopted dtic Declaration." 

Justice Taney furthermore passed on the con- 
stitutionaliry of the Missouri Compromise, the 
discussion of wliich political question in the 
opinion was a mere obiter dictum not necessary 
to a decision of the matter involved. It ^vas in- 
cluded wholly for the pleasure and benefit of the 
South. The declared opinion of the court waa 
that the Missouri Compromise Act " is not war- 
ranted hy the Constitution, and is therefore 
tvcMd/' Taney from the Supreme Court Bench 
completed the work done by Douglas in his seat 
in the Sctiate. Sound law the decision from a 
strict paint of view may have been, but it was 
a most disastrous one in its results^ 

"The negro has no rights that the white man 
is bound to respect" became an effective legend 
on the abolitionist banner. It added new force 
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to tbr fxry zeal oi i3ie MiMLaHMvcr^ ?»f^- >™1 
ivfKf iitr U/wards imnnng Si^n^iB^n Tklory 

J'rr^i'Unt Bnchutfn wxe tv^x ^cpflrr oi Sooth- 

MM i-uMffti and honest desire to allij ^c croabl« 
Ili4l wrrc rcmJing the u^uniri ; lw= Ebc tod an 
tiyi' In oMiy one side, and be vas wiSng"to aacn- 
lli V jn<i(irr in Kansas in order to ght aadslac- 
llnii I'j lljf South. Twenty rtais cuficT he nright 
hxvi- I'trii Ml ideal executive. As it wai, at a 
iiiiibl I rilii'ftl ji'xtition of aflfairs be pToiv] himself 
lilt ni'xlilr. Ifnd a strong man fiiEled the office of 
I'liDhUril, n^c last political tie muling the 
}h't\U -^i»il llic South,— the Civil War mighi have 
hi-ni Jivriirch fJuchanan*s term of office proved 
U'lW iiMrrly wcrak the Union had become. 

A [nit'slawTy Legislature had been eslab- 
h^ifinl lit Lccompion (September 5, 1857). by 
\tit'i\tis which were farcical and fraudulent in the 
hi^jhcst tlegree. A convention was called and a 
M>iinMrulion submitted to the people, which was 
uf roiirse in accord with the wishes of the men 
wlfr> wrote it. The people were required to vote 
tiid tm the constitution itself, but on the qucs- 
iinw whether they would accept that instrument 
will) or without slavery. This, as it was char- 
iii Ur'utti] at the time, was like the ancient method 
tti ivyitiii witches: they were thrown into deep 
wxiltr; if (hey floated, they were judged guilty 
.\w\ firrlhwith taken out and hanged; if they 
i*..:i(^ *lrownecl, they were pronounced innocent. 



KANSAS— BUCHANAN'S ADMINISTRATION lap 

The free State men refused to vote in this 
manner, or to have anything whatsoever to do 
with this constitution. Consequently, It was 
adopted by a unanimous vote, the returns in- 
cluding thousands of ballots beyond the number 
which were actually cast. The Lecompton con- 
Blhution was transmitted to Congress, accom- 
panied by a message from President Buchanan 
recommending the admission of Kansas as a 
lie. On the ground of this Lecompton trans- 
ion he declared that Kansas wa.s as much a 
slave State as were Georgia and South Carolina, 
" It has been solemnly adjudged/^ said he, '' by 
ihe highest judicial tribunal known to our laws 
that slavery exists in Kansas by virtue of the 
Constitution of the United States." This action 
proved the downfall of the Democratic party- 
Douglas broke away, and refused to give his 
countenance to the proceeding. 

But the South fought hard for the admission 
of Kansas as a slave State; it was needed to pre- 
serve the balance of power in the Senate, In 
connection with this phase of the controversy it 
is worth while to quote the reason lor Southern 
aggression, as adduced in an address to the Sen- 
ate by Jefferson Davis while this bill was before 
that body : 



"We are arraigned day aFLpr day a.-* tht aggressive 
pofitr^ What Southern Senator during this whole session 
has attacked any portion or any intereat of the North? 
Jn what have we. now or ever, back to Ihe earfi«l period 
pf our hi^itory, sousIJt to deprive the North o£ any advan- 

9 
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bge il posscued^ The whoJc char^ is, uid ha hem, ibil 
we 4«k to eniend our own inslitvdon inio ilie common 
tcrriloT7 ol the United Stafci Well and wiwlj hu ihc 
PiesidcDC of ihe United StaiB poiniefl lo that common 
Icrntory is the joint poueuion of ihe country." . . , In die 
South is presented "a ntyj probietrL _ , A rncc suited to 
our labor eusti thtrc Whj should wf care whether thej 
^ into other Tcrrilorics or not? Simply because of the 
*ar that i* made against our instiEulions ; dimply tvcatjie 
of the want of security which results from the action of 
OUT opponents in the Norlbern States. Had you made no 
poJitica! war upon o&. had you observed the principles of 
our confederacy as Slates, that ibe people of each State 
vrere to take care oi their dctncstic affairs. , . , then, 1 say. 
whhin the limits of each Scale the populatLon tbrre would 
have gone on to attend to tfaeir own affairs and havt had 
little regard to whether ihU species of properly or any 
other WM held in any other part of the Union." 

These words fairly represent the prevailing 
Southern opinion. They were fatuous, however, 
inasmuch as they failed to take into considera- 
tion Ihe change oE Northern views. 

Every effort was made by the administration 
to force through Congress the bill for the ad- 
mission of Kansas; but Douglas stood in the 
way, and, though be could not prevent a major- 
ity vole for it in the Senate, it failed to pasa the 
House, The marvellous spectacle of Douglas 
voting with the Northern Republicans was now 
being witnessed, and the South branding with 
the term *' traitor" him whom it had but recently 
adored. The important aspect m all this, how- 
ever, is the effect it had in disintegrating the 
Democratic party, thus making possible the elec- 
tion of Abraham Lincoln. 
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The Kansas-Nebraska Bill, by a bold, desper- 
ate stroke, had swept away all compromiHe mcafi- 
arcs and set in motion a c:imp^ign of sectional 
viluperation. Editors and pamphleteers, both 
North and South, from this time forward in- 
dul^d in reckless statements and objurgattve 
expressions which, because they were regarded 
as reflecting poptilar opinion, increased the ran- 
cor that now prevailed on both sides oE the 
Potomac. 

The Dred Scott decision, however sound its 
doctrine to the effect that a slave did not become 
free by being taken to a n on -slave-holding Com- 
monwealtli, had startled the North. That sec- 
tion was the more incensed because it now felt 
that, instead of being dependent on local custom, 
slavery was nationalized by the highest tribunal 
in the civilized world- 

Meanwhile, the taril]f reduction of 1S57 and 
the Enancial stringency of the same year had the 
natural result of widening the chasm between 
the agricultural and industrial States, Nor could 
the South view with complaisance the admission 
into the Union of two new States which^ because 
of natural causes, were destined to be free. 
These were Minnesota and Oregon, which joined 
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the sisterhood of SUte* in 1857 sto6 1S59 re- 
spectively, 

But oE all the immediate agencies which rent 
the Union in twain, the most potent was John 
Brown's raid on Harper's Ferry. This occurred 
on October 17. 1859. when Brown, with seven- 
teen white men and five blacks, seized the Federal 
arsenal nt this point, captured several prominent 
citiicnSj slew others, and terrorised the entire 
community, Oaiming to have been inspired 
"by the authority of AJmighly God," Brown 
displayed unusual courag'e, and surrendered only 
afler having been overpowered by the militia and 
a company of United Slates marines under the 
command of CctloncI Robert E. Lee. 

Brown's followers, while and black, were 
drawn entirely from the North, and among the 
papers discovered on his person or in the house 
in Mar>'land which he had occupied for several 
months, were documents which, in the opinion 
of many Southern and not a few Northern peo- 
ple, implicated some of the abohlion leaders. No 
less signiiicant was the fact that, in addition to 
revolvers, rifles, and other weapons found in pos- 
session of the insurgents (as Brown's men were 
called), were a large number of pikes which ate 
said to have been manufactured at the North, 
These spears were about ten inches in length, 
shaped like a dagger, with both sides sharpened, 
and were attached to handles of white ash about 
six feet in length. Evidently intended for 
□egroes unaccustonied to the use of fire-arms^ 
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their existence indicated a plan of a wide-spread 
servile insurrection. These instruments of death 
caused a shudder to convulse the whole South. 
All the horrors that had overtaken the West In- 
dies seemed to rise before the minds of the entire 
slave-hntding: popnlation. 

John Brown's raid also persuaded a large sec- 
tion of the South that the movement was inau- 
gurated for the purpose of strengthening the 
abolition cause in the border Slates. It did more 
than this. Southerners, failing to distinguish 
between a handful of fanatics and a whole popu- 
lation, began to think that Brown's ideas were 
lliose of a great majority of llie Northern people, 
particularly those whose poUtical views were 
those of the new Republican party. "Disguise 
it as we may," said the Petersburg Express, in 
commenting on the Harper's Ferry tragedy, 
"large portions of the North are our enemies- 
More bitter, more deadly hostile tlian though 
hereditfiry enmity had pitched their opposing 
hosts on a hundred bat de- fields. The spirit of 
the effort to wrest Kansas from slavery, made 
by the concert of a party which polled more than 
a million votes at the last Presideniiat election, is 
manifest enough from the dead and captured 
agents of the bloody design at Harper's Ferry, 
Had one of the men of the irrepressible conflict 
school occupied the Presidency in the past five 
days, who can tell the bloody news which would 
at this instant be ringing through the land?" 

Brown had formulated his plans In Canada. 
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He and his admirers had, moreover^ a printed 
conslitulion. together with a set of by-laws, for 
a provisional govemment of the United States. 
Also, from a so-called War Department at a 
point near Harper's Ferry, they had issued cotn- 
missious. oE wliidi tlie following i& a specimen : 

"' Wliffrpas, W. H. Ltern^n ha5 Iwen nnrninaTtrl CaplaJo 
of the army eaiablished under the Ptwisional Gavemmfnt, 
now, ihrrrtforr^ in pursuance of authority vrated in mc by 
the said coaslitution, I do hrrcby appoint and comaiHEdan 
Ihe Kaid W. H Leeman, CapLain Given at ibe oificc of 
the Secretary of War on the ijth day of October, 1853- 
(Signed) ''Jdhpj BkoWN, 

"Commandffr in ChUf." 

This document was countersigned by a man 
styling himself " Secretary of War/' and is inter- 
csiing as a proof of Brown's attempt to organise 
a government hostile to the Union. 

Brown and his surviving confederates were 
tried by the Virginian courts and promptly exe- 
cuted. To one section he was a dangerous an- 
archist, a red-handed murderer; to the other, a 
martyr who had yielded up his life on the altar 
of human liberty. Whether the result would 
have been the same had he, at that time, been 
tried for treason by the Federal authorities, may 
admit of some doubt: hut, at all events, the 
tragedy left an ugly wound which was ready to 
gape at the first shock given the body politic. 
This occurred when the Republican parly came 
into power at the election of i860. To the rank 
and file of Northern people the victory of the 
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Republicans meant the denationalization o£ 
slavery; but to an augmenting: number of South- 
erners it announced the repetition, on a more 
elaborate scale, of the strife in Kansas and the 
conspiracy that ripened at Harper's Ferry. 
Counsel was thrown to the winds, and those bent 
on secession proved stronger than State conven- 
tions. 

l^ree names had now come to dominate 
American politics; three new men had taken the 
places formerly occupied by Webster, Clay, and 
Calhoun- These, ol course, were Lincoln. Doug- 
las, and JelTerson Davis. And around these 
three names may be gathered the theories and 
influences upon which the States were divided. 
Each was as distinct in I he doctrme which he held 
as in persona] characteristics and circumstances. 

The antecedents of Lincoln were found m the 
despised " poor whites" of Kentucky. His father 
was dull, ignorant, and shiftless, but his mother 
(the natural offspring of a Southern planter) 
possessed unusual qualities of intellect. While 
he was yet a child the f*imily of Lincoln moved 
to the sparsely settled and uncivilized West, 
where he was brought up in extreme poverty as 
well as in entire lack of educational advantages. 
When, on his nomination for the Presidency, 
a newspaper requested the facts of his life for a 
biographical article, Lincoln replied that it could 
aU be summed up in one sentence found in Gray's 
Elegy, — **The short and simple annals of the 
poor/' His mind was early attracted to national 
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politics* Though wanting in the training of the 
schools, the strength of his intellect compensated 
for his hck of educational advantages. Beyond 
all his contemporaries, Lincoln had the power of 
penetraEing-, to the utmost depths* the problems 
which engaged his earnest thought. It was this 
quality which rendered him the successful rival 
of the more brilliant Douglas, 

The latl« was of aristocratic origin- On his 
father's side he descended from the famous 
Scotch family of that name. His mother traced 
her ancestry to William Arnold, of Rhode Island, 
who assisted Roger Williams in founding that 
colony. Thouph poor like Lincoln^ Douglas 
managed to acquire a fair amount of education. 
In 1834. when he was not yet twenty-one years 
of age, Douglas was admitted 10 the bar in the 
Stale of Illinois. In the same year, he made a 
speech at Jacksonville in favor of President Jack- 
son's anti'Bank proposal- This, on account of 
its rem:irkable vigor and the speaker's tack of 
inches, gained for him the sobriquet of '* The 
Little Giant." Immediately thereafter he con- 
ceived the plan of organiiing the Democratic 
party in the State of Iliinois, that certainty in its 
nomin.itions might be assured. This was a new 
method in political campaigns, and it became 
popularly known as the '* Douglas Machine," 
To the end of his life Douglas was the soul of this 
machine. It sent him to the Legislature in 1836^ 
when he ft'as but twenty-three years of 3.gt. In 
1841 it enabled him to obtain the oBice of 
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taiy of State of Illmois, and early in the same 
year the election, by the Legislature, to a judge- 
ship in the Supreme Court of the Common- 
wealth, Gaining his scat in the House of Repre- 
sentatives m 1843 by the same influeticc, through 
it he remained, from that year to the end of 
his life, a member of the National Congress- 
Possessing a ready intellect and a flashing elo- 
quence, Douglas's chief strength, aside from his 
power of political mana^ment, lay in those 
superficia] qualities which have an immediate but 
not lasting effect in debate. 

The Southern member of this triumvirate — 
JefTerson Davis — differed in every respect from 
the other two. He was saturated with the tradi- 
tions of the South. After a course of training 
at Transylvania University, Lexington. Ken- 
tucky, he was sent to West Point, from which 
he was graduated in 1828 and was immediately 
assigned to duty in the regular army. During 
seven years of arduous service, chiefly on the 
froT^tier taking part in Indian wars^ he distin- 
guished himself by bravery and a devotion to 
duty. Resigning, in 1835, his commisssion as 
first lieutenant, he married the daughter of 
Zachary Taylor and settled down to the life of 
a prosperous cotton planter in Mississippi. It 
is interesting to remark that it is claimed that 
during the Black Hawk War of J831-32 he re- 
ceived the oath of allegiance from Abraham 
Lincoln, who had been appointed captain of 
a company of volunteers. DavJs entered Con- 
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gress in 1845. in which year he took his seat 
as a member oi the House of RepresenUtives. 

This, however, he resigned in June of the fol- 
lowing year, in order Co become colonel of the 
First Mississippi Volunteers, which he led with 
brilliant success in the Mexican War. He was 
appointed by the governor of Mississippi to tiU 
a vacancy in the United States Senate in 1847, 
and in the following year the Legislature of his 
Slate unanimou-^ly elected him to the Senatorial 
ol^ce. Davis's quality of mind was intensely 
logical. He saw clearly, but not deeply. He 
based his political opinions on the strict letter 
of the Constitution, to which he held with abso- 
lute tenacity^ No changing social conditions or 
developments of the country were allowed by 
him to justify deviation from the interpretation 
which had been given to that document by the 
Fathers. Thus he was peculiarly adapted to 
succeed Calhoun as the leader of the Southern 
section. 

In the Presidential campaign of i86o these 
three strong men — Lincoln, Douglas, and Davis 
— were pitted against each other in a three-cor- 
nered fight. The preponderance of power was 
clearly with Lincoln, owing to the division in the 
Democratic party, 

Wlion at the Republican State Convention, 
which met at Springfield, Illinois, June 16. 1858, 
IJncoln quoted the Scriptural aphorism which he 
adopted as his political watchword. — " A hotise 
divided against itself cannot stand," — he uttered 



THE ELECTION OF LINCOLN 



'39 



a prophecy which applied equally to the hereto- 
fore dominating Democratic party and the scc- 
tionalized Union- The Democratic party had 
been wrenched asunder when Dougl;i5 opposed 
the Lecompton policy of the Buchanan admin- 
istration. His motive for this action has been 
questioned. Was it that he saw the impossihihty 
of holding the allegiance of the Northern Democ- 
racy and s.t the same time opposing the senti- 
ment prevailing in that section against the pro- 
slavery Kansas scheme; or did he deliberately 
endanger hb Pres:dentiaJ prospects for the sake 
of his conscientious convictions? Notwithstand- 
ing the blame attaching to him in the repeal of 
the Missouri Compromise, we are inclined to liold 
the latter as the correct view- 

Political affairs had now reached such a pass 
in the North that Lincoln's Springfield doctrine 
was the only possible solution of the difficulty. 
With his natural perspicacity, he saw what must 
come to pass, and said, on his nomination to the 
United States Senate, at the Republican State 
Convention at Springfield, Illinois, June l6, 1858: 

" If we cDuLd first know where we are and whither we are 
tending, ne could belter judEc^ what to do and how to do 
it, W« are now far iiiio tbe liEth year sifice a policy wat 
ioitiatcd with the avowed object, and confident promise, of 
pucnng an end to i^tavery ablation. Under iht operation 
of that policy thai a^tatjon ha^ uoE only not cca^ecf. but 
ba^ consEantly augmented. In tny opinion, k tvUl not ceaae 
uniil a criaU *Ijp1I have been resichcd and paai^ed. "A honie 
divided against itself cannot stand/ 1 believe thi^ ^vern- 
onent cannot cndnre pcrmancnily half slave and half ft«. 
I do not expect the Union to be dissolved, — I do not expect 
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tfae house ta fall, — but 1 da txpt^ci it will ctme to be 
divided. It will become all one ihing or all the iHher. 
Either the opponenls of slavery will arrest (!ie furlher 
spread of it. and place ii where (he piAblic mind shall rest 
in the belief that il i^ in th*? course of ullinidle extmctign; 
or Its advocates will pu«h it forward till ic ±haU become 
alike lawful in all ihc States, old as well as new. North as 
well as South." 



When, before its delivery, he read over this 
speecli lo his friends, one said, " It is a damned- 
fool utterance/' The speech was condemned by 
all. with the exception of Henidon, who saidi 
"Lincoln, deliver that speech as read, and it will 
make you President," To one and all it is re- 
ported that he replied, "This thing has been 
retarded long enough. The time has come when 
these sentiments should he uttered; and if it is 
decreed that 1 should go down because of this 
speech, then let me go down linked to the truth 
— let me die in the advocacy of what is just and 
right/' 

Pity it is to spoil a cliniax, but Lincoln never 
made such a response, though, with his political 
astuteness, which excelled that of most men. we 
can well believe that he expressed the thoughts 
to which admiring biographers have given an 
elegance of diction unwonted to Lincoln's off- 
hand utterance. 

However, it was with these or approximate 
sentiments, chosen not from moral but expedient 
reasons, that Lincoln started on his Senatorial 
campaign and the ever-memorable joint debate 
with Douglas, his political opponent. His 
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friends believed that he would wm. Lincoln 
IhougliC otherwise; but he sapiently declared 
that he would prevent Douglas's success in 
the next Presidential campaign. In this he 
succeeded^ for Douglas found it impossible to 
make his Popular Sovereignty doctrine agree 
with his acceptance of the Dred Scott dictum, 
and was compelled to place himself on record 
in a manner which was hardly satisfactory to the 
North and repugnant to the South. 

The poor whites of North Carolina produced 
Hinton Rowan Helper, who in 1857 wrote " The 
Tmpendmg Crisis of the Soulli : How to meet 
It" It is safe to say that, with the exception of 
"Uncie Tom's Cabin/" no abolition work cre- 
ated a greater effect in the North or aroused 
more animosity among the slave-holders. Its 
purpose wms to show that the influence of slavery 
was fatal lo the interests of the immense majority 
in the South, Helper brought forward a mass 
of data of which the majority of the items, when 
viewed individually, are accurate enough, but the 
uses made of the facta were such as to deprive 
them of a large part of their value as evidence- 
The spirit of the book, which had an enormous 
circulation for its period, is well shown by the 
following quotation (page 361, fiftieth thousand, 
i860): 



"NoWp so longr as slavc-holdera are cLoOied with the 
manllc of office, so long will (hey continue lo makt Uws. 
like the abovcn expressly calculated to bring Ihe non-shve- 
bolding whiles umlcr a Eysiem of T^balage Uttlc less oner- 
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om Aod dcba&iog than that to wbich the nvgrou tbon- 
kIvm arc accustomed. What wonder is it that ihcrc ii no 
native lUerature in the South? The South can never ha' 
a lileralurt of htr own until alter slavery .^hall have 
abolished. Slave-holders are too lazy and isnorani to w 
it, And Iht tiDn-sUvc'holdtra^^eveti the few whoAe mrnda 
cultivated at all — are not permitted even lo make the atic 

Down with [he oligarchy I Ineligibility of slave-holder^^ 
never another vote to the trafficker in human E^esbP ^M 

How far " The Impending Crisis'' accordf d 
with the views of the non-sUve-holding people oi 
the Southern community it is difficult lo deta^ 
mine ; for these were not in 3. positioni nor was 
lo their itilcrcst, to make known their wishes il 
these were antagonistic to those of the slave- 
holders. The tgtiorant class of Southern whites 
(except in the mountain sections) was as cot^ 
pletely dommated by the slave-holders as were 
the blacks. There was also in the slave-holding 
Slates a strong element which was not greatly 
concerned regarding ihc protection of the pecu- 
liar Southern institution. The census of 185a 
showed that of the Southern population of about 
8,000,000 whites only 325,000 were owners of 
slaves. What were the exact sentiments of the 
immense preponderance of the people regarding 
slavery it is impossible to determine. The press 
of the South was subservient to the slave-hoIderJ 
That the non- slave -holders were not antagonist!^ 
to the institution is certainly true; nevertheless, 
that they were actively sympathetic is not 
demonstrable. 

When, however^ John Brown and his folii 
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CTS attempted to incite an insurrection of the 
slaves in Virginia, which, had it been successful, 

raighl have resulted in the indiscrirainate mur- 
der, outrage, and robbery of many of the South- 
ern whiles. alJ classes were united In a common 
fear. The possibilities of servile insurrection 
were, naturally, magnilied. and the South was 
united in a unanimou?i and hitter hatred of the 
North, of which section Brown was regarded as 
the recognized emissary. 

The exploit of this fanatical abolitionist, had 
not the Civil War followed, resulting in the bias- 
sing of Northern opinion, could never have been 
regarded by historians as other than a vicious 
atrocity; and men like Gerrit Smith and Theo- 
dore Parker^ who abetted his crime by financial 
aid and sympathy, could have been considered 
only as abominable conspirators. Professor Bur- 
gess is correct in hJs estimation of the impor- 
tance and bearing of this event, when he says 
C The Civil War," vol. i. p. 43) : 



"From the Harper's Ferry oufraffp onward the convic- 
tion grew among ai\ clashes that lb? white men of ihc Soulh 
mUAt stand togt^thcr^ oad must harmonize &]] internal dif- 
ferenns in the presence of Ihe mortal peril with which, aa 
» race, they believed themselves ihreaLened. Sound de- 
velopmeni in Lhoughc and feeling was arresCed- The folliEs 
and the harrr^dsn born oF fear and resentmenE. now aatimied 
the pbc« of common sen^e and common kindliness. And 
W3T and bloodshed became a necessily for Jhe relief rjf 
burning hearts, Thr South believed that the Harper's 
Ferry uuUage wat perpeliaTed with the cnnnivancc of ihc 

leader?;, and was commended by the rank and tile, of the 
Republican party." 
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In this view even Mr, Douglas might have 
concurred, for be had said (January 23, j86o) : 

" Withour flropping to adduce evidence in detail, I have 
no hrsitation In CKpnes&mg tny firm ^nd ddibcratF cca' 
viccion thai the Harper'5 Ferry crime vras the maiurcd, 
logical], inrvitablp r»ult of chp doctdnp^ a-mJ Lhc Icajihings 
of the Republican party, explained and enforced in their 
pbtform, iheir partisiin presses, their pamphlelfi ^nd books, 
and especially of their leaders in and out of Congress. , . . 
The great principle thai uniiri-lir^ ihc organ iratinn of the 
Republican party ia violent, irrcconeilahle, eiemal warfare 
upon the inslitution of American sUvery, wilh a view to 
its ultimate extinction throuffhoul the land. Sectional war 
U lo be wagpd until ihc CDltan-fieldi of the South shall be 
cuUivaied hy free labor, or tbc rye-fidds of New York and 
Musachuactis iihall be cultivated by slave labor." 

That Northern men were able to look with 
equanimity on the possibility of a servile up- 
rising and its horrible accompaniments, is seen 
from the words of Mr. Giddings, member from 
Ohio, who, during the Thirty'third Congress, is 
reported to have spoken as follows: 

"When the contest shall comei when the thunder shall 
roll and the tightnins flash; when the slanes shall rise in 
the South; when, in emulation oi the Cuban bondmen, the 
Southern slaves shall feci that they are men; when ihey 
i^hall feel ihf stirring eniodons of imniortalUy, and &hall 
recognize the stirring truth that they are men, and entitled 
lo the rights that God has bestowed upon them; when ^c 
slaves shall feel that, and when maslers £hdl turn pale and 
tremhle, when their dwellings shaU sraokc, and dismay shall 
sit on raih cuiinCenancc, then, sir, I do noi liay, we shall 
IftUgh at your calamity and mock when your fear cometh; 
bur I do say. that when that lime shaM come, the lovers of 
our race will stand forth and cJten the legitimate powers 
of this government for frccdoiu. Wr shall then have con- 
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£titutmna.[ powfr to act for Ihc goo^ nl our cauntrj, &nd 
do justicir Tcj ihe slavt Then will wc sirikc off the shackles 
from the limb.^ of the alavr. Then wiJI be a period when 
thi^ governrnenl will have power lo act between sJavery 
and frcoriom, and when it can make peace by givina free- 
dom to the slaves. And let me EelL you, Mr Speaker, (hat 
lime haulers. It i^ rolling forward. The PreMdenl iri extrt- 
ing a power thai will hapten it, tliaugh nor intended by him. 
1 hail it as I do the dawn of that poljtica] and mora] milen- 
nium, which I am wtll assured will eouie on the earth_" 

During the closing days of 1859 Ex-President 
Tyler wrote, though with gross exaggeration: 

"Virginia is arminfi 10 the twih; more than fifty thou- 
aand stand of arm^ already distributed, and the demand for 
mc^re daily increases. Party is Eiteni and has na voice. 
But one sentiment ptrvadei the country, — security in the 
Union, or Beparation. At: indiscreet move in any direction 

may produce rem lis deeply lo he deplored I fear ihe 
debates in Congress, and above all, Ihe Speaker's election. 
If cKciCeinctil prevails in Congress, it will add fuel to the 
flame which already burns bo ternficaUy," 



On December 5, 1859, the Thirty-sixth Con- 
gress- assembled. In the Senate there were 
thirty-ei^ht Democrat s» twenty-five Republicans,- 
and two Know-Nothmgs. fn the House there 
were one hundred and nine RepubHcans, eighty- 
eight Administration Democrats, thirteen Anti- 
Lecomptoti Democrats, and twenty-seven Know- 
Nolhing-s; the last, with the exception of four, 
from the South. No party having a majority, 
it was inevitable that the election of a Speaker 
would mean a bitter contest. It was precipitated 
by Mr. Clark, of Missouri, who offered a resolu- 
tion that no Representative who had endorsed 
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Helper's " Impending Crisis" was fit lo be the 
Speaker of the Housen The contest was almost 
as prolonged as the one which ended in the elec- 
tion of Mr, Banks ; but unlike the preceding, this 
struggle was characterized by the most intense 
passion. The members all carried deadly weap- 
ons, and on more than one occasion it seemed 
that the wrangles which occurred on the floor 
of the House would end in bloodshed- "I be- 
lieve," wrote Senator Hammond, " ever^' man in 
both Houses is armed with a revolver — some 
with two — and a bowie knife." This was typical 
of the feeling which prevailed throughout the 
country- In the South the large slave-holders 
had a black-list on which were the names of 
Northern merchants known to be antagonistic. 
These were boycotted- On the other hand, every 
effort was made to prevent those Northerners 
who were likely to winter in the South from 
doing so; they were urged to go to the West 
Indies or to Europe. 

Jefferson Davis, the fully recognized leader of 
the Southern party, uttered his ultimatum before 
the Senate. It was to the effect that the Union 
would be dissolved in ev^nt of the election of a 
radical Republican, Moreover, he introduced, 
on the 2d of February, i860, a series of resolu- 
tions which clearly defined the Southern position. 
The most important of these resolutions were 
the following: 

"Retolvtd. TTifti Ihe ^mity of these Scales rests on iht 
Hfuality of iig1it« and privileges among iis mnnb^rt, and 
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k u e£p«cia]1y the duty of the Senate, which rcpre- 

arnlA Ihr Spates in their aavrrpign iiapafity, Id re&Ul all 
aiiempis to discriminate, cither in relation to person or 
prDpcrLjr, ao an, in ihc Tcrrilorics — which are the common 
posacsaion of the Utuicd States — to jfivc advanto^s to the 

ciliicm of onp Slate which are not e4|iial1y iccnred to thoK 
f every other State,'* 

Reidlved. That neither Congress nof a Terrilorial 
isbiare, whether by direct lefli^latioa or legislation of 
an indirect and unfrirndly n^luic^ pi>ssr«5f^« the power 
to annul or impair the constitutional right of any citizen of 
the UujTed Slates lu \a\.c his ^lavp proprrty into the com- 
mon Territories; but it is the duly of the Federal ftovern- 
mcnt there tn afTnrd for thai, as for nlhcr species of prop- 
eriy» the needful protection; and if experience should at 
any time prove that the judiciary does not posseiss pow?r to 
inaure adequate pri:)tcetion> it will then btcBme the duty of 
Congrtss to suppty suck ileficii'ncy." 

" Rejoh'cd, That the inhabitants of an organiied Terri- 
tory of the United Scjtes, when they rightfully form a con- 
fiirtuLian to be admitted as a State into the Union, may 
then, for the first lime, like the peopli' of a State when 
forming s new eGn!>Iitution» decide for them.ielve^ whether 
slavery, as a domestic hatitution, shall be sustained or pro- 
hibited within their inriadictii^n ; and if Congress shall 
admit ihem :is a Slate they shall be received into the Union 
with or without slavery^ jts their constitution mey prcicnbe 
at the time of their admission/' 



These reaoTutions contained the doctrine of 
Davis; to it Douglas was unalterably opposed. 
He hel<I thai Congress had no right to prohibit 
slavery in the Territories, and at the same time 
it was not obliged to protect it. Tn this view, he 
placed himself in opposition to the Soutli and 
also to the Republicans of the North. But he 
was the month-piece ol Ihe Northern Democracy. 
Lincoln, on the other hand, held that Congress 
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had the power to prohibit slavery in the Terri- 
loriesj and that this had always been the inter- 
pretation given to the Constitution by the great 
statesmen, and that consequently the Republican 
parly was not revolutionary, but rather in the 
way of being conaervative. These were the op- 
posing views of the three great leaders in the 
Presidential contest which was imminent. 

The Democratic Convention met at Charles- 
ton, South Carotina, April 2^. 1S60. The Doug- 
las men were in llie majority; but their opponents, 
owing lo the fact that California and Oregon 
seemed to be leagued with the slave States, held 
the majority in the committees. Consequently, 
the reported resolutions of the committee on the 
platform declared that the Territorial legisla- 
ture has no power to abolish slavery in a Terri- 
tory, to prohibit the introduction of slaves 
therein, or to destroy the right of property in 
slaves whatever; and that it is the duty of the 
Federa! government to protect, when necessary, 
slavery in the Territories, Henry B, Paj-ne, of 
Ohio, submitted a minority report. In his ad- 
dress defending it, he said: 

" Tbt Northern mind ia thoroughly imbued with the prin- 
ciple of pcq)u1ar EovcreTgnty. We asb nothing lor the people 
nF ihr Terrilorir^ bul what Ihe Constiluhon allows Ihem, 
ior wc jay we abide by the decision of the coarts, who are 
ih? linal inlerprettrs of tlie Con&tilution," 



Tn an eloquent speech, Mr. Yancey, of Ala- 
bama, replied: 
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"The proposition you malfe wUJ bankrupt ua of the 
South. Oun ii ih? property invaded, ours^ the interest at 
stake. The honor of our childrctip ihe honor oF our females, 
the liva of oiir men, all rcsl upon jou- You wou]d make 
a great acething auldron of ijas^ion and crime if you were 
able [o cDUjjiimmate your mea«ure%. - - ^ I say it in no dis- 
respect, but it is r logical argument that your admission 
thai slavery is ^vrong hat been the cause of all this dis- 
cord," 



The Douglas platform was adopted, with the 
result tha.t Alabama, Mississippi^ Louis tana. 
South Carolina. Florida, Texas, and Arkansas 
withdrew from the convention. Those who re- 
mained failed to nominate, and on the tenth day 
the convention adjourned to meet at Baltimore 
on the i8lh of June. The seceders formed them- 
selves into a separate convention, adopted a plat- 
form consistent with their Own views, and passed 
a resolution to meet at Richmond on the second 
Monday in June, 

Stevens saw clearly to what end all this was 
tending. To Johnston he said, " Men will be 
cutting one another's throats in a little while. 
In less than twelve months we shall be in a war, 
and that the bloodiest in history." 

" Why must we have civil war, even if the Re- 
publican candidate should be elected?" Johnston 
asked. " Because," replied Stevens, " there are 
not virtue and patriotism and sense enough left 
in the country to avoid it." 

The Republican Convention met at Chicago 
on the i6th of May, iS6o. Though called a na- 
tional convention, it was far from being such; 
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no delegates from the slave States were present, 
except those from what were known as " Border 
Slates/* This Convention resolved : 

"That tht new dogma Ihat Ihc Constitution, of it* own 
force, L^arries slavery mla any or all of ihe TeTritorie^ of 
the Unittd 5lBtc>i i± a dangeroui^ (voLtiical Lieresy. aL van- 
ancc with the <jtpliciT provUiona of ibal insu-umcnt ilsdf, 
with cotiEetnpDraiiKim ripg^iTroRj intl with Icgi&lativF and 

judicial precedent; if revolutionary in it& tendency and 
9llbvcr?.jve of Iht pcarr and hannonj' oF ihe i^>uiiti7; thai 
the normal condition of all ibE territory of the United 
Staici 14 that uf freedom." 

A protective tariff plank was inserted in the 
platform for the puipose of securing the adher- 
ence of Pennsylvania, This was purely a politic 
measure, the wisdom oE which was proved by its 
success H 

Seward was the logical but not the available 
candidate for nomination. His radical anti- 
stavery utterances were too fresh in the mem- 
ory of the people- It was agreed that, because 
of Ihem, he could carry neither Pennsylvania 
nor Indiana. This is an important indication 
of the disinclinalioi] of the majority of people 
in the North, at that time, to the principles of 
abolition. 

Illinois had a candidate. He was not pressed 
in opposition to Seward, but rather as an alterna- 
tive. Lincoln owed his nomination to the astute- 
ness ot his political managers, and also very 
largely to the fact that the Convention was meet- 
ing on his home ground. He did not come forth 
at the call of the nation; for, though his debate 
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with Douglas had given hira some fame, he was 
practicdiy unknown outside of Illinois. 

It is possible, indeed probable, that had the 
Convention been held in any other State than 
Illinois, Lincoln would not have been nominated. 
The opinion of judicious contemporaries — and it 
has been supported by careful historians — is that 
he very largely owed his success to the fact that 
his fellow-statesmen oulshouled the Seward fac- 
tion. 

Weed told the story of how^ years afterwards, 
he and Seward were riding by the statue of Lin- 
coln, in Uaion Square, and Seward said, "Weed, 
if you had been faithful to me, I should have 
been there instead of Lincoln," " Seward/' replied 
W^eed, " is it not better to be alive in a carriage 
with me than to be dead and set up in bronze?" 
But had it been as he wished i( is doubtful if 
Seward, notwithstanding his professed adherence 
to a "Higher Law,"* could have won the confi- 
dence which the people learned to place in 
" Honest Abe." The man who so eagerly sought 
the honor of the Presidency was not the man 
whom the times and the crisis demanded. 

Greeley also, though as editor of the Tribune 
he exerted an influence far greater than that of 
the chief magistrate, was far from being un- 
moved by ambitions for office. When Raymond 
was elected lieutenant-governor he was not able 
to hide his disappointment that the office had not 
fallen to himself. In his attitude towards the 
causes which brought on the war, Greeley was 
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often paradoxical This arose from his dual dis- 
position. Holding the hig;hest theories, he had 
an eager desire for the loaves and Hshes of poli- 
tics. 

Lincoln was nominated on the third ballot, 
thinks to the efforts of Greeley, who, while he 
Old not support the successful candidate, secured 
the defeat of Seward, whom he sacrificed for the 
good of the party. The nomination was received 
with a shock of surprise by the country. *' Who 
is this huckster in politics? Who is this county 
court advocate?** ungraciously asked Wendell 
Phillips. 

Douglas was nominated by a strictly Northern 
Democratic vote, at Baltimore, on the i8th of 
June. The Democratic seceders, on the 2Sth, 
organized a convention consisting of delegates 
from twenty-one Commonwealths, and nomi- 
nated John C. Breckenridge, of Kentucky, and 
Joseph Lane, of Oregon. Thus, for the Hrst time, 
the election of a United States President was 
fought out on strictly geographical lines, 

Tn the rcsuft Lincoln received i8o of the elec- 
toral votes; Breckenridge, 72; Bell, 39; and 
Douglas, 12, But the popular vote is far more 
worthy of attention, as it more closely indicates 
the position in which the people stood, Lincoln 
received 1,866,352, all from the free States with 
the exception of 26430^ Douglas received 
1,375,157 (free Stales, 1,211,632: slave States, 
163.525); Breckcnridge, 571,871 slave. 277.0S2 
free; Bell, 515.973 slave, 74,678 free. It will 
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be seen from tliis that the Republicans polled 
only about two-fifths of the popular vote; and 
the Southern Democracy did not carry the 
South. There the Union candidates received 
togeiJier 679.498 votes against 571,871 for the 
secession candidate. Thus the Republican party 
was not supported by the will of the people ; and 
the disunion element had not a majority in the 
South, Consequently, it would seem as if. with 
the exercise of wisdom and patience, the coun- 
try might yet have been saved without the 
horrors of a civil war. 

But the preponderating inclination among the 
leaders, North and South, was against the exer- 
cise of that patience. Douglas declared at Balti- 
more, on September 6: 

"In my opinion there is 3 mature plan ihrough the 
Souihern States to brj^lc up the Union. 1 believe the dec- 
lion oi a Black Republican is lo be the signal for ihal. al- 
temptn and tliat the Leaders of the scheme dcaire the elec- 
lioD of Lincoln lo as to have an excuse for disunion." 

Tmmediately after the election the truth o£ this' 
assertion seemed to be demonstrated. South 
Carolina did not hesitate in her action. Seces- 
sion was declared by the leaders and welcomed 
by the people. Wrongly, they judged the Repub- 
lican party to be controlled by abolition senti- 
ment, and Lincoln to be benl on emancipation. 
Thcy believed ruiri was all they could expect Erom 
the Union, for they were certain that the destruc- 
tion of their prosperity, and, indeed, their eco- 
nomic life, would follow the freeing of their 
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slaves. The South Carolinians sincerely believed 
that they were subject to grievances which were 
irremediable in the Union. Therefore, on the 
2oth of December, in convention assembled^ they 
solemnly declared : 

"That tbe Union ber^tofcre cKisiing between thh Stale 

and Ehf ulhpr Staler of Norfb Atnrrica is dissolved, and 
ihat the Slate of South Carolina has rciUmeJ her potition 
among rhr naiions of the world, as a separate and indc- 
pendent State, with full power to lev^^ war, concLud? peace, 
contracl alliancrri, establish commerct, and to do a31 other 
Acts and things which independent States may of right do/* 

Among Ihe reasons adduced for this action is 
found the fallowing: 

"Ohiervinff the farms of the Constitution, a sectional 
party has found within thai article establishing the Execu- 
tive DeparimcTit the means of (ubverting the Constitution 
itself. A geographrtal line has been drawn across the 
Union, and all the States north of that line have united in 
the election uC a inan lo (be high oflice of Preaidcni of the 
United Slates whosr opinions and puTpose!i arc hostiEt la 
slavery. He is lo be imtusEed ^kth the adminisiraciun of 
the common government, becaiist he his declared fhat that 
'Government cannot endure petmnnently half slave, hal! 
free.' and (hat the public mind must rest in ihe brlief thai 
slavery is in [he wiursc of altimate extinction. - - - 

"On Ihe fourth of Match next this party will take pos- 
session of the eovcrnment It haa announced that the 
South shall be excluded from (he common terTitory, that 
Ihe judicial tribunal shall be madr sectional, and that a 
war mu5t be waged against slavery nnlil h shall cease 
Ihroughoul the United Stale?. 

"Tlie guarantees of the Constitutbn will then no longer 
exist; the t^iual right* of the Stales will be lost. The slave- 
holding States will na lonffer have the power of mlf-gov- 
emment or aclf-protccTion, and the Federal government 
will have become their enemy." 
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Three commissioners — R. W. Barnwell, J- H. 
Adams, and James L. Orr — were appointed to 
treat with the government of the United States, 
and negotiate the withdrawal of the Federal 
troops then in the State, and the terms on which 
the forts, arsenals, etc^ situated therein, might 
be handed over to South Carolina. The informal 
negotiations which occurred between them and 
the Secretary of State, — for they were not ofh- 
cially received at Washington, — and the promises 
they were cajoled wilh, on no authority, only 
served to furnish the somewhat unstable founda- 
tions on which certain historians afterwards 
rested the allegation that from the beginning of 
the active secession movement the South was 
treacherously dealt with by the Federal authori- 
ties. 
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The fact that James Buchanan was President 
o( the United Slates in i8fk> and during the first 
months of i86i was unfortunate for both the 
South and the North. Buchanan was not able to 
master circumstances. He failed, not through in- 
ability to grasp the full meaning of the situation, 
but because he brought a vacillating mind to a 
problem which imperatively demanded firmness 
and decision. Consequently, Buchanan has been 
blamed by both sides. He was loyal to the 
Union, but did not protect iL He loved the 
South and sympathi7ed with the motives which 
prompted secession, but dared not pronounce 
upon the withdrawing States a parting bene- 
diction. 

In his message of December, i860, he said that 
" the long-continued and intemperate interfer- 
ence of the Xortbem people \vith the question 
of slavery in the Southern States has at last pro- 
duced its natural effect."* He asserted that those 
States were suffering under such grievances that, 
"ftfter having used all peaceful and constitu- 
tional means to obtain redress, [they would] be 
justified in revolutionary resistance to the gov- 
ernment of the Union/' He declared Further that 
after considerable reflection he had eome to " the 
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concfusion that no power has been delegated to 
Congress, or to any other department of the Fed- 
craJ government, to coerce a State into snbmis- 
sion which is attempting to withdraw, or has 
actually withdrawn, from the Union," Never- 
theless, he denied the right to secede. 

The message was, despite tltis last statement, 
bitterly assailed at the North, where it was re- 
garded as weak, vacillating, incendiary, and as 
furnishing the scceasionisls with potent argu- 
ments to support their clatnis. The North held 
that Congress had the same power to enforce a 
law in South Carolina that it had to enforce in 
Massachusetts ihe Fugitive Slave I^w- In 
speaking of Buclianan. the Boston Hcraid, on 
March 4, i86f. declared, "he will stand ont in 
the future as a monument of all that is hideous 
and deformed." Seward fairly characterized 
Buchanan's attitude when he said that the mes- 
sage "shows conclusively that it is the duty of 
the President to execute the Inws — unless some- 
body opposes him; and that no State has a 
right to go out of the Union — unless it wants 
to." 

Buchanan, however, had good authority for his 
dotlrine of non-coercion. The forcing of recal- 
citrant States by the Federal government is a 
measure to which the fathers of the Constitution 
clearly expressed themselves as being opposed. 
Alexander Hamilton, for example, said: 

" It has been observed, to coercf \ht Slater ia one of ibc 
nddest projects that waa ever devised, A fiilore qf com- 
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pliance will never be confined to a single Slate; ihis bcmg 
Ihe cas«, can w* suppose ii wise lo baaard a civil vrart 
Suppnsr Masjadiusetts. or any lirgc^r Stale, ."tbauid refiiae» 
and CongrEsa f^houtd attcntpt to compel themt would Ehey 
nol have inftuencc In piocure assisTance, especially from 
thoiC States that are m the aamc silualion a^ ihtmsclves^ 
What 3 picture does ihi* idea present lo ctur view! A 
complying State at war with a non -complying Sutc; Con- 
gre5i marcbing (he troops of one Siale into ihc bcasom of 
another; the Slate collecting auxiJiaries, and forming, per- 
haps, a majority against its Federal head- Here is a nation 
at war ivilh itadf. Can any rcawnnblc man be well dis- 
posed towards a government which m«ku war and earnagc 
(he only means of supporting itself?'* 

On the satne subject, Georg-e Mason, of Vir- 
ginia, said: 

"The mo*! jarring elemenH oF nature, iin and nirilice. 
arc not more incompatible than Eiich a mijclurc of civil 
liberly and miliTary FXccutiLin. Will the militia march 
from one Slate Into another, in order to coilect the arrears 
of laxes from the delinquent members of the Republic? 
Will they maintain an army for this purpose? Will nol 
the cifiiena of the invaded Slater assist one another till 
they rise and ishake off the Union altogether!" 

A very Urge contingent in the North agreed 
with the President in his belief that the Federal 
govomnient did not possess the right Co force 
unwilling States to remain in the Union. The 
most astonishing feature of the history of this 
period— that immediately preceding the out- 
break of hostilities — is the slight and insignifi- 
cant amount of war-talk that was in the air. The 
idea of pcaceahlc secession prevailed. In the 
New York Tribune of November 9^ i860, so 
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thorough a Northerner as Horace Greeley 
£aid: 

" Wf bold, with Jefferson, to the inalicnAble ri^ht of 
comni unities lo alter ur dboUsh rorms of governmrni chat 
have brcame oppreasivf or injurious; and, if the cocton 
Slates shall decide that thpy can do better out of the Union 
than in it, we in^i^ on letting thtm go in peace. Thr ri^ht 
to secede may be a revolutionary light, but it exi!»l&, never- 
theJESs: and we do not see how one party can have a riffhC 
to do what another has a Hghl to prptvnt. We mttsi ever 
resist the asserted right of any State to remain in the Union 
and nullify or defy che la^^ iheteof; to withdraw from 
the Union i^ quiTc another matter. And. whenever a con- 
aidefable section of our Union shall deliberately resolve to 
go out, urc ^h^li resist all cncririvc measures desired to 
keep her in. We hope never lo live in a Republic whereof 
one section is pinned lo the residue by bayonets." 

Northern historians have written of this ex- 
pression of Greeley's as though it were made hi 
a moment of temporary aberration. On the 
other hand, there is ample evidence to prove that 
a large section of Northern opinion was in strict 
accord with that expressed by the Tribune. Not 
only was there a dread of civtl war and a belief 
in the wrongfulness of violent measures, but 
(here was a strong senw that constitutional 
sanctions had been overridden by the North in 
respect to the rights of the South. Note, for in- 
stance, this opinion of tlie Aibany Argus: 

"We sympathize with and jiwiify the South so far as 
tin"*: their nghu have been invaded lo the extreme limit 
possible within the forms of the Consdtution; and, be- 
yond this limit, their Irclings have lieen insnUed and their 
iflterests and honor assaifed by almost every possible form 
oi denunciaijon 4nd invciiive; and, if wf deemed certain 
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that the real anlmii^ oE the Republicaa party cauld be car- 
ried into the adminifitrfltion of ihc Federal government, 
anil brcDinc the pcrmanenl palicjr of tile nitJon^ we shGuld 

think that all the instinciA of sclf-preMrvation and oi man- 
hcHHl ri^htfnlty impelled tliem to a resort to revolution and 
a jcparption frmn Ehc Union, and we should applaud them 
and wish them Godspeed in the adoption ol such a remedy." 



In Februaryf i86i, the Detroit Free Press said, 
editorially : 

*'n (here <^hal1 not be a change id the present seeming 
purpose Lo yield to no accommodation of tbe naEional difTi- 
cuUies* and if troops shall be raided in the North to march 
aga[nst the people q£ ibe Squib, s firp in ihe rear will be 
opened Upon Biich troops, which will either slop their march 
alLogcthcT or wonderfully arCTlerste it." 

These utterances reprc^^ent the conservative — 
by far tJie prevailing — thought of the North, as 
fxpre95Pd by both Republicans and Democrats 
during the first months of secession. How 
stood the abolitionists^ — Ihe men who for many 
years had been active in stirring up anger and 
bitterness against the South? Were they ready 
to fight the South in order to preserve the Union 
intact? Nay; the Union in their estimation was 
nothing; their whole purpose was confined to 
the freeing of the government to which they 
were bound from the disgrace of human slavery. 
They were not patriots. Hear William Lloyd 
Garrison : 

"Ac last the covenant with death is anntill^ and the 
agreemenl with hell brnkenn hy ihe nction oi Snmh Caro- 
lin't her^eir, and ere long by all the ^lav^^-holding States, 
for their doom i* won. . . . Jualicc and liberty, God and 
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man, demand the dis^olutian of Ihis slavt-holduif Union. 
and I he luTinaiion of a Northern contedef*c3% in which 
5]ave-holdc!r£ will £land before tlie law £& Edanri and be 
(realed as piral*;£. . , . Up, then I Up ^v^th the flaR of dia- 
union! That wc may have a free and glorious union of our 
ownl How stands MassachusetlE at ttus haur in reference 
la the Union? Ju»t where she ought to be, in an attitude 
of open hosiiiity,'* 

Wendell Phillips was, if possible, still more eti- 
thusiasticaEly gleeful over the prospect of cutting 
loose from the slave-power. 

" Wfl are" said he, " disunion! jts, nnt from any lov* of 

separate confFderacif-s, ai as ignorant of the chousand evils 
that apring from neiahboring and quarrelsome Stales; but 
we would get rid of this Union [o get lid of slavEry . . . 
All hail, disunion! Sacrifice everything for tbe Union? 
God forbid! Sacrifice everything t<t keep Snulh Curolina 
in it? Rather build a bridE:e of gold, and pay her toll over 
it. LeT her march off with banners and trampeis, and we 
will jpecd the paTtJng guest. Let her not stand upon the 
order of her goina, but go at once. Give her the foils 
and arsenals and sub-trca^nrics and lend her jewels of 
silver and gold, and Egypt will rejoice that she ha^ de* 
parted." 



It will thus be seen that the attitude of the 
abolitionists, as expressed by their greatest lead- 
ers, was just as inimical to the integrity of the 
nation as was that of the most rabid secessionists 
of the South. And when later the sword was 
drawn for the purpose of preset^'ing the Union 
intact, the abolitionists regarded it as a f^ght in 
which their conscience called upon them to take 
no part. The Hon, Sherrard Clemens, of Vir- 
ginia^ speaking in the House of Representatives, 

n 
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January 22, 1S61, fairly characterized the posi- 
tion of the abolttioni^^is. ^ 

" Wc have. Ihcn*" h« said " t>efort u&. ihcM kniehES of " 

a new cmsidc- The Con^lilulion of the Uiiiini Stales ii 

the unctiSed Jcmsakm^ acainst which their ddud^ co- 
hoTts are arrayed. Tht> contend ihe only nHxle lo over- ^_ 
throw slavery is to overthrow the Cotistitutiop- They ''^ fl 
fuse 10 lake office under il, hecaute iL TecogniEci tUvery. 
They wiJI Dot take an oath to aopport it, because it pro- 
lecEs sT^vrry. They cTaim llinr allrgisncc i<i dire to ihc 
State, and tc^ the State alone. They are Sutc rights men 
Di ihc tlfaileal Sect; and they wield (he Ir^sEatite power 
of the 5utc for the cxtincticiii of filavery, 4s Soath Caro- 
lina profeawa ID wicM hers for the perpetuation of sUvety," 



In view of all this anticoercive feeling existent 
in the various parties of th« North, representing 
as it did the opinion of the majority of the peo- 
ple, it is not a matter of wonder that President 
Buchanan was hesitant in his policy. The qucs^ 
lion has frequently been asked : Why did not he 
follow the example of Andrew Jackson during 
the Nullification trouble, and prepare himself to 
strongly enforce the observance of the laws, Bui 
the situations were not similar. In 1830 South 
Carolina did not secede; she determined while 
remaining in the Union to repudiate its enact- 
ments. Moreover, at that time she stood alone 
in her attitude towards the Federal government. 
In i860, however. South Carolina was, accord- 
ing to her own belief, a separate and independent 
power 10 which the laws of the United States 
were totally foreign. The South upheld her in 
this belief, and almost every Southern State was 
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prepared to take the same stand, or, at least, 
looked with extreme jealousy on every North- 
ern contradiction of the right to secede. More- 
over, AS we htTve seen, a considerable proportion 
of Northern sentiment upheld the President in 
his opinion that he had no right to use coercion. 
Consequently, had Andrew Jackson been in 
James Buchanan's place, although it ia very 
certain that he would have adopted measures 
entirely different from those employed by the 
latter, it cannot justly be argued that the course 
he took in 1830 would have been followed in 
i8<3o. 

Public opinion at the South at this time might 
l>e conveniently arranged into four classes. Un- 
der the first came the radical section of Southern 
men, — mainly Senators and Congressmen, who 
were clamoring for secession, — and a small but 
active and infiuential group that found its coun- 
terpart in the extreme wing of the abolitionists 
of the North. Indeed^ they were in accord re- 
garding the impossibility of union. In this first 
group of Southern leaders were men like Yancey 
and Fitzpatrick, of Alabama; Jefferson Davis, 
of Mississippi ; Robert Toombs, of Georgia ; 
James Chestnut, of South Carolina 1 R. B, Rhett, 
of the same State ; Judah P. Benjamin, of Louisa 
ana, and John Siidell, his colleague in the United 
States Senate, together with Wise, Mason, and 
Hunter, of Virginia, and Wigfall, of Texas. 
These leaders wished, because of their theories 
in respect to Slate rights, that each Stale should 
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act independently in ^ntlnlTawing IrcHn the 
Union ; but they asserted that after having re- 
sumed its sovereignty a State could enter any 
confederacy it pleased. 

The second and larger group of Sontbem men 
represented those who were every whit as much 
devoted to Southern imc rests, but were opposed 
lo hasty. separate-State action. They desired 
tin>e both for reflection and to test the justice of 
Lincoln's administration: to gain this breathing- 
space- they favored a co-operation of the South- 
ern States. — a general convention which vas to 
set forth their claim* and present them to the 
government at Washin^on. These men, whose 
most conspicuous leader was Alexander H. Ste- 
phens, were derii^ively called SLibmissionists by 
their opponents. They Tv.srtibered in their ranks 
f■ou^t of The ablest and wealthiest men of the 
South. Indeed, ihey were of:en charged with 
be:i',t: conser\ 5tive because ot their riches. 

The l":iioT: men represeT::ex! the third and 
smallest seciior. of Southern opinion. Some of 
thejie were Feder.il orr.oe- holders who wished to 
ret.iin their posts; b'.:: others — comparatively 
few — were dosce:^dj:::s k'*: the ol.! Federril and 
Wh^i^ f.ii::i;^es.— tTion r.ote^: for :he:r possessions 
and intel'tvtii.i! ,iTTai:::::e:::s. If in ihe Federal 
amiy or r.ivy, they ofter-. re:":':,iir.ed in the ser- 
vice^ I'u: the tr.A-ority o: o./K-^it^d-out Union 
men were i:■.l.'^,*^^eJ. ■:* the rj;*ks of the poor, 
ij;iior,iTU ^\hiies v^i th.e !t'.our.t,;in re^on of the 
South. 
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Finally, we have the fourth cJass of Sottlhem 
men at tht outbreak of ibc war, — Ihe large and 
important element found everywhere, — men who 
let others think for them and are ready to be 
Mown in any direction- In the ranks of these 
were to be found the tradesmen, the small farni' 
ers, and the artisans. 

How to form these four classes of m<m tnto 
one united whole rallying arotind the standar^l 
of " Southern Rights" was the problem of the 
ont-and-otit sefes&ioaiais- The first step of the 
seces&Ton advocates w^s to hold a meeting in 
Washington while the Comrmttcc of Thirty- 
Thrre^ appelated by Congress, was discussing 
plans for peaceably settling the tuuc raised by 
Ihe tnumpfa cf the Republican party. Thh meet- 
ing took place on the eYctiing of December 14, 
t86o. and w^s called by Reuben D^ra, of Mis- 
sbsqjpi, a Representative in the Lower House. 
It was attended by about thirty Congressmen, 
all of whom were from the far SofOfa. Among 
the States represented were Alabama. Georgia, 
Florida. Arkaflsas. Utoivippi, Konh Carolina, 
Loiristana. Texas, and Sovlb Carolina, Those 
present at the meetkig, wfudi was held in the 
rooms of Renben Davis, indoded A. G, Brovn 
aad Jefferson Daris* Senators frooi Uhtmippi; 
John SHdcil and JndaJi P. Benjamin, Senator* 
from LxmTosa; WigbH, Hunpllitl, afld oCbV 
active sece j i k M UJ t K 

The resiA of ttts gjih*ri^ was the inaow- 
diate one of a " Sootbcni nanlcsCO^ (Decern- 
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ber 14. 1860), signed by all present^ and tele- 
graphed lo their constituents, 

"The argument is exhausted," said the documenL "All 

hopf of relief in the Union (hrou^h Jhe agency of com- 
m:itees, Congressional leaiElalion, or constitutionaJ amend- 
mcnrs, is <:xtin)ruUhcd. and we iiuM the Souih will noi be 
deceived by uppcaranccs or Ihe prctcocc of new Euarant«i. 
In our judgnitnt tht Rt^iublicaiifi Are resolute in the pur- 
poae to prant nothing thai will or ought lo satisfy the 
Saoth. We are ^aiisfied the honor, aafety, and indepen- 
dfncf of SoiilhcrEi people require the orGfani^afion of a 
Scjmhcrn Confederacy — a result to be obtained only by 
separate Slate «cesi!or : Ihal the primary object of each 
a:]ave-holdJng State ought to be il£ speedy and abwlnu 
separalion from a unton with hostile Stales," 

This Washington meeting- nutlined the pro- 
gramme of the chiefs of the secession move- 
ment. The proceedings indicated, moreover, 
that South Carolina would secede within a few 
days, and that her example would be r|Qick]y fol- 
lowed by the lower South, In each case there 
was to be a convention, a debate, and then an 
ordinance of secession ; but, as already observed, 
the separatists more than once encountered snch 
opposition in the convention that they were 
forced to resrirt to n. coap de guerre in order to 
carry their States with them. 

There is no evidence of any such strong- and 
determining sympathy on the part of the people 
towards secession as some writers have claimed- 
It was far from being a popular uprising. The 
secessionist movement, while it was not of the 
nature of a plot,— for there was little of secrecy 
about its development, — was fostered in Wash- 
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tngtoDf and presented to the Southern people 
by their leaders. In the conventions, therefore, 
it was not so much the will of the people that 
was executed as the determination of the politi- 
cians. 

The (irst chapter in the history of secession 
was to be written by South Carolina, and she pre- 
pared for the work by electing an unusually 
strong man as her governor^ — F. W. Pickens, 
who had been minister to Russia under the 
Buchanan administration. Pickens was a firm 
believer in Southern rights, which he believed to 
include the execution of the Fugitive Slave Law, 
the repeal of the antislavery enactments for the 
District of Columbia, the protection of South- 
erners travelling or sojourning at the North in 
the enjoyment of their property in slaves, and the 
fuU and equal protection oE slave property in all 
the Territories of the Union. Among the various 
declarations of the new governor's inaugural ad- 
dress was one to the effect that the Northern 
people "propose to inaugurate a chief magis- 
trate at the head of the army and navy, with vast 
powers, not to preside over the common inter- 
ests and destinies of all the States alike, but upon 
issues of mahgnant hostility and uncompro- 
mising' war to be waged upon the rights, the in- 
terests, and the peace of half the States of this 
Union/" 

The influence of South Carolina's ordinance 
of secession was immediate. Salutes were &'ed 
at Mobile, Pensacola, New Orleans, Norfolk, and 
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other points. Palmetto cockades and flags were 
displayed Speeches sustaining the action of 
South Carolina were everywhere heard. The 
enthusiasm thus kindled swept over the South. 
The question of the hour was what was to be the 
action of the President and the Federal govern- 
ment, 

Buchanan evaded the issue. The sole deter- 
mination to which he adhered with any degree 
of firmness was to close his administration with- 
out taking any step towards a solution of the 
trouble. But South Carolina was determined 
to press the question. She had at her hand an 
opportunity in the Federal forts within her houn- 
daries. The Slate of South ■ Carolina asserted 
its right to control these forts, but Federal 
forces, disregarding the claims of the secession- 
ists, still held them. The state of affairs was in- 
tolerable to the South Carolinians, and the quea- 
tfon as (0 Federal action was a momentous one. 

There were two courses open to the Presi- 
dent, He mig^ht protect the property of the Fed- 
eral government by sending reinforcements, as 
he had been warned was necessary by both 
Major Anderson and General Scott; or he might 
evacuate the forts, as Davis, Secretary- of War 
Floyd, and other men of the South wished him 
to do in the hope that such a procedure would 
result in the greater likelihood of arriving at a 
peaceable understanding. 

The Utter course, dishonorable as it would 
have been, viewed from the stand-point of the 
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North, would have been less weak than the drift- 
ing policy which characterized the last months 
of the administration of President Buchanan, On 
December 8, 18C0, he seems to have come to a 
tacit understanding with South Carolina to the 
effect that the forts would not be attacked, pro- 
vided that the military status should " remain as 
at present," But shortly after this Assistant Ad- 
jutant-General Buell was sent to Charleston with 
verbal instructions to Major Anderson: 

" Vou are carefullf to avoid every act which would need- 
lessly toid to provoke aggrrssion; and for thai reason you 
Bj-e not, viEhout evident and imfninent nece^Eily, lo lake up 
an; position which could be conslrucd into Ihf assumplion 
ot z hostile attitude. But you are to hold possession of 
ihe forts in the harbor, and, iE attacltcd. you are to defend 
yourself to the La£l extremity. The smallneM of your force 
will not permit you, perhap;;. lo occupy more than otie of 
the three forts, but on attack oa or auempt to take pos- 
set^on of any one ol ihem will be regarded as an acl of 
hostilityn and you may then put your command into either 
oE iheni which you may rjeem mo^t proper to increase it*i 
power of resistance. You arc also authorized to take 
similar tiep« whenever you have tangible evidence of a 
design 10 proceed to a hostile act." 



Buchanan, though he had not seen these in- 
structions when they were sent by the Secretary 
of War, afterwards acceded to them. 

On the evening of December 26 Anderson, be- 
lieving that an attack on Fort Moultrie (which 
he was then occupying) might be expected at 
any time, and in view also, of its untenable con- 
dition, spiked the cannon and bumed the gun- 
carriages of that fort, and moved his small force 




te kv« the 



Be vu sbd of tte opportiaalj to 

ol volrenaitioa n respect lo 

Tbe rcs^DBiiaa of Fkqrd scoBed tte stgnl fior 
rerotL Ob Jxaaaij 5 a caoc^ of tbe Soothcm 
TiBilMwi «u bdd, sad it <lecsded oa cbe tmsM- 
£iAe MCTwion of afl tbc Soothcm States, the 
■**^^g ol a ccaorendoa at Uontgomnj, Ala- 
faama, not later ihsm Fcbruiy 15. iS6t. to organ- 
ire the seceding States into a confederacy, and 
the continuance of the Southern Senators m 
t>6ice TO obstruct action opposed to the plans of 
the caucus. A committee beaded by JetTer&on 
Davis was appointed " to cany out the object5 of 
this meeting." 

On the 9th of January, 1861. was stmck the 
first blow of the Civil War. The (orces of South 
J^rolina fired upon and drove from Charleston 

rbor the steamship " Star of the West," which 
lad been chartered, as secretly as possible, by 
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Ihc Federal government and despatched with 
men and provisions for the relief of Major An- 
derson, 

The ^'Star of the West'* episode attracted 
little attention. It forced no effective action, for 
ever)'thing in Ihc North waited for the advent 
of the new administralion. Not so, however, in 
the South* There events moved with surprising 
rapidity. Mississippi seceded from the Union on 
the 9lh of January, iS6i. Two days later Florida 
and Alabama took the same course. On the 20th 
Georgia, though hesitating under the influence 
o£ the powerful arguments of Alexander H, 
Stephens, severed her connection with the 
North. Louisiana followed on the 26lh, and 
Texas on the ist of February- How thoroughly 
consistent were the Southern men with Iheir 
Slate fights theory is notably illustrated in the 
case of Stephens. He urged^ with all the power 
of logic and eloquence he possessed, against the 
necessity of secession- But when his State voted 
against him, as a loyal son he bowed to the de- 
cision and did his best to aid the cause of his 
section. 

The Confederate Constitution contained the 
Following article : 

"^ Congress shall - - ^ Kavp powtr ifr prohibit thr intr^- 
daciion of slaved from any State not a member of thii 
coafederacy," 



When it is remembered that the principal in- 
dustry of Virginia was the breeding of slaves for 
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the supply of the cotton States, tt looks as 
if this was intended as a forcible argumeiit 
to induce Virginia to cast in her lot »-ith the 
Confederacy. It was not» however, until the ijlh 
of April, 1861, after Lincoln's call for volunteers, 
that she determined so to do. Her mind was at 
Arst bent on conciliation. Her General Assem- 
bly invited the oiher States, slave-holding and 
free, to join vviih her in a conference looking 
toward* the proposing 01 such concessions as 
might ward otT hostilities. The invitation fur- 
thermore announced thai the Crittenden Conv 
promise would be. in the estimation of- Virginia, 
a siuistacton*' basis M conciliation. 

The Cr-:; fv.ucii C^T.proTi'ti^e provided in its 
Article I. :\»r i*ro:;:H:ir.i; slaved' T^onh of 36° 
jto' ::^ y*. x\.c :<Tr::.'>ry now hel.i or which may 
hi'rcA::er K* :u"M. .".::.' Tcc.^^:.-r:\c: '■' as existing 
iti .;" 'A.t Ter7ito-\ so-:V. of :hi: lir.e. and for 
a'owh'.i; ^r.y Tcrr::,v\ :,^ c-or-e r.:io the Union 
wl^e^^ :: !ms .: >v.-}- ex::'. i*o:';:\: ::,*:: for ~. member 
%*: k~ov.i;r*'>s. .iO\ .'r.:::r> z^ :/.e exi?::r^t: ra.iio of 
:v':^^<^>i*',:.'.;^*'-o- :''f \-i\'v*'.c,'f :'7cl"r.::^d Slates, 
^^- AW <\yS. :.'.': ::i; >^:': :::c .^:\:^7 S:i:es either 
\\-i\\ ov w:-'o;'^ >'.;\0".^. ,\s :l^tf O.*"s::t'.:::on of 
^;-^ -^rt S:-::o s"-.:': x-o^^.-t: ;- Ar:^v> IL it 
.Un'.'-C'.I t---:; ^ s* '^' 0^" >''/." "'.-.-? no j^.^wer to 
^S*'*:\ -:.:x.>■^ ' o".:oo- vv'/c- :*^;- exclu^-ve 
*.'"**■ ■'"■ ^*" *'■ ^ '^ ■<V^> ,: ■.: ^w;'"': -.V.^ ^:^-::s of 
<:.u-^ ^--..'^ 00 '■ : ::w '\^\- ^^ y. ^'.:^^^. I^^ .\r- 
'■*'*' *v ;.vv :• \: ^ o"j;-.v« s'':,". :^j»: have 
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Jumbia except on certain conditions. In Article 
IV- U declared that Congress shall not inlerdict 
the transportation of slaves from one State to 
another where the laws permit slavery. In Ar- 
ticle V. it declared that the Fugitive Slave Law 
shall he modified in such a manner that, in case 
the owner meets with fordhle obstruction from 
people to the recovery ol his slave, the United 
Stales shall pay for such fugitive slave; it being 
provided that the county where this force, or in- 
timidation, or rescue takes place, shall be liable 
lor the amount paid^ with authority to remu- 
nerate Itself by a suit against the rescuers or 
wrong-doers, 

The Peace Congress desired by Virginia as- 
sembled on the 4lh ol February, r86j ; twenty- 
cme Commonwealths — fourteen Northern and 
seven slave-holding States — were represented. 
In this Conference the six Confederate States 
did not, of course, lake part. The Union men of 
the North were not hopeful of any salutary re- 
sult from the Conference; indeed, it appears as 
if some were not even desirous of it. Senator 
Chandler, of Michigan, writing to the governor 
of his State, and forwarding the request of Mas- 
sachusetts and New York that Michigan would 
send delegates, said : 

"No Republican State shouM have sent delcgntca; but 

they are here, and cannol get sviRy; Ohio, Indiana, and 
Rhod* Island are caving in, and there is danger of lllmoit; 
and now ihej beg u*, for God's sake, to come to their 
rescue, and save [he Rcpublicsn pariy irom ruplure. I hope 
jod wi]l SEuJ itiff-backed men, ov noDC. The whole thing 
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wu gotten up against my judgment and advice, and vitl 
«nd in thtn smokf. SliU J hope, as a matter of courtesy 
Id some of oar erring brethren [the Northern mrn who 
were wilfine to compromi-tc for the sake of peace], that yon 
nil] (end th« del^eates. Some of the matiufaciuring States 
Ihink that a figh) would be awful. WiLhouE a lictir blood- 
leitjng this Union will not, is tny estimation, be worth & 
rush." 



The advanta|;e of the Republican party seems 
to have caused Chandler more concern than did 
the integrity of the Union, lu this he was not 
alone^ 

Nothing resulted from the Peace Convention, 
and the Crittenden Compromise was defeated in 
Congress, the House vote being 113 to So, and 
that of the Senate 20 to 19. But the peace-at- 
any-price party proposed a Thirteenth Amend- 
ment to the Federal Constitution, which read as 
follows ; 

"No am«ndmem shall be made 10 the Constiiuiion wiudi 
will authorize or give to Congress the power to abolish or 
interfere, within any State, with the domestic inatttutions 
thereof, including iliat of persons held to labor or service 
by the laws of said Slate," 

This was not satisfactory to the Border Com- 
monwealths, and it received no attention from 
the seceded States, 

In the mean time the day of Lincoln's inaugu- 
ration (March 4, [861) approached. On his 
journey from Springfield to Washington the 
President-elect made many speeches, none of 
which, because of his uncultured manner and ofF- 
hand mode of expression, tended to increase the 
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respect and confidence of the people^ His dec- 
larations that " nobody was going to be hurt," 
and that " nothing was going- wrong," were sub- 
jects for the caricaturists and created a painful 
impression upon the minds of serious menn 

Inauguration day fell on a Monday. The 
morning broke clear and beautiful; a passing 
shower prevented the troubling presence of the 
dust clouds that are an accompaniment of early 
Spring in Washington. The public buildings, 
schools, and business houses were closed that all 
might make holiday, and sounds of martial music 
echoed throughout the city. National flags hung 
everywhere- As the hour drew near for admin- 
istering the oath of office to the first Republican 
President chat had ever occupied the White 
House, Pennsylvania Avenue was thronged as 
it had not been for many a year The vast 
multitude moved towards Capitol HiII» where it 
occupied every vantage-point. Diplomats in a 
greater number than usual attended the exer- 
cises; dislinguished men were more numerous 
than ordinarily, and all sections save the South 
were represented. 

Lincoln's Inaugural address indicated that he 
was not at this time fully decided as to what 
the situation demanded- His attitude towards 
slavery, however^ was a positive one. 

"I have nn parpoEf^*" *iid h^ "directly or Indirectly, to 
interfere wilb tht mslitudon of tlavcry in the Suits where 
h exists. I believe I have no lawful right lt» do «j, and I 
hftvc bo incllDation ta do so," 
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|] troubles and the restoration of fratemaJ sympathies 
afTections." 

'o one listened lo Lincoln's address more attcn- 
ively than President Buchanan and Chief Jus- 
Taney. By the latter, who had sworn in Van 
Buren, Pierce, and Buchanan, Lincoln was in- 
ducted into ofHce. 

Lincoln soon assembled his Cabinet, which for 
the first t-Tie in American history met to discuss 
civil war. It was composed of Wtlliam H. Sew- 
ard, Secretary of State ; Simon Cameron, shortly 
to be succeeded by Edwin Stanton, Secretary of 
Wan Salmon P, Chase, Secretary of the Treas- 
ury; Edward Bates, Attorney-General ; Caleb B. 
Smith, Secretary of the Interior; Gideon Welles, 
Secretary of the Navy; and Montgomery Blair, 
Po s tm a s t er ' General , 

The Southern Confederacy raised its flag over 
Montgomery as its national capital and adopted 
a Constitution, much of which was borrowed, and 
of right, from the Federal Constitution. Special 
stress was laid upon the doctrine of State sover- 
eignty, general taxation for the benefit of par- 
ticular localities or industries was prohibited, in- 
ternal improvements were to be at the expense 
of the sections profitii^ bj- them, and the ques- 
tion of slave-holding in any Territory that might 
apply for admission to the Confederacy was to 
lie decided by the people of that Territory. Jef- 
ferson Davis was elected President; Alexander 
H, Stephens, Vice-President; Robert Toombs, 
Secretary of State; Charles G. Memminger, Sec- 
ts 
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rclary of Ihc Treasury; John H, Reagzn, 
TTiasler- General : Lcroy P. Walker, Secretary ol 
War; Suplicn R. Malton. Secretary of ihe 
Navy; an<J Judah P. Bcnjamm, Attorney-Gen- 
eral- It was distinctly a lar-South cabinet, and 
both South Carolina an<i \lrpinia were left out 
Rhctl. of Soutli Carolina, whose ambition was to — 
become President, never forgave Davis, whose^f 
election was due to a misunderstanding, th« ma- 
jority of the Stales favoring Robert Toomlw, of 
GcorgLA, but giving their votes to Davi?^ rather 
thati to llowell Cobb, whose name was falsely 
reprceented lo be the favorite of the Georgia 
delegation by ihe managers of the Davis intcr- 
cati. It may also be said, on the autbonty of 
Alexander K. Stephens, that Davis did not seek 
the prcnidency ai first, nor until he found it ini- 
posniblc lo accomplish his desire to he comman- 
der-in-chief of the Forces of the Confederacy, a 
poj^t for which he was almost alone in believing 
himself eminently qualified. 

The provisional Congress of the Confederacy 
authorized the c;tlling to arms of one hundred 
thousand volunteers to serve for twelve months. 
Acts were also passed providing for the estab- 
lisihrnent of a navy, A post-office was organized 
and a judiciary provided for. An issue of one 
million dollars in treasury notes was authorized- 
Commissioners were sent to the European 
court;*: .-ind thus the seceded States objectified 
their belief that they were in all respects an 
independent nation. But, in accordance with 
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their settled policy, the powers agreed not to 
recognize the new governmenE until it should 
be recognized by the United States. Mason and 
5lide[], two of the commissioners, were taken 
I from the English ship "Trent" by the captain 
of the United States steamer " San Jacinto," 
but because of pressure threatened from Eng- 
^fcnd were released shortly afterwards, 
^M The outlook for the Union cause was far from 
^Bi^couraging, The country was still suffering 
from the results of the recent panic; Federal 
forts, arsenals, and mints had been seized 
throughout the South; the attitude of the rank 
and file of the Democratic party was unknown 
until Douglas pledged the government its sup- 
port; the border States were hesitating, and 
B State after State in the far South had passed 
^fcrdinances of secession or had been forced un- 
^Tvillingly into the Confederacy. On the other 
side of the Atlantic sympathy was scant and 
oninion critical. 

KThe extent to which the South hoped to se- 
re aid from Europe is a question that may 
ver be satisfactorily answered. It is true that 
as the war progressed, especially after the rec- 
ognition of belligerency by Great Britain, France, 
^and Spain, there was more or less expectancy of 
^■Dreigti intervention; but even before the out- 
^orcak of hostilities the more clear-sighted lead- 
's of tlie ill-starred Confederacy realized that 
was vain to expect any assistance whatever 
from England. In a letter, for instance^ written 
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in Washington, December 3. i860, by John B, 
Floyd and addressed to Nathaniel Tyler, at Rich- 
mondf Virginia, the writer declared that 

"the South ±bouId remember that, in dJsfiolvini; Ihe Union 
hhe dcinihilatu ^ Tnighly ariiTy ul Itae^ unsclfiz^h, aikd i\c- 
roied friends at ihc North who battle for ibe cOTiGlitu- 
twnal rights o/ the sTsve Slates, Without this great and 
efficicni aid the power of abolition fanalici&m would be 
unbroken and unchecked — would ind»d ' sgrroimii the 
South ffilh a wall oJ fire' It would do more. New Eng- 
land would consort with oH England In deviling means 
by which the cruel uttd inhuman philjinthTOpy practiced by 
the lacier in [he West India i!i[and& should be praciiud 
here. That rcli^ous zeal which turned away from all 
raiiooal hope oF progrt&& in the QinBrlan faith half a mil- 
lion of Africans to the barbarism of fcEiah worahipn and 
converted tbt fairest i^laniL of the bea into a de^eri and 
a wa^te; that English ju&licc which aeii^cd upon a thou- 
sand millions of her subjects' property and vaunlird herself 
before the world for having paid one-fcnth of it5 raltiCi 
would find, surely and speedily^ ample roam, in conjunction 
with New England ahoTiiionismH for the practice of her 
Pharisaical virtues amidst the fields oi Virginia and LotilsL- 
ana." (fdcfimond Enquirer, December 7, tBfcJ) 

Floyd then points out a few other reasons for 
believing that the South must not commit the 
error of counting on the support of Great 
Britain- All the work of the North ia harassing 
the South and impairing the security and vafue 
of her slave property would, in his estimation, be 
justice, honesty, and fair dealing, compared with 
"the inexorahle hate and majestic fanaticism of 
England directed against the slavery of a dis- 
membered Union and a feared and hated com- 
mercial rival,'' Willi prophetic insight, he main- 
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ijns that iwenty-five years of union and har- 
lony will concentrate the commercial power of 
worfd in the waters of New York^ and that 
len 

"the rifdjnp of Fna'and bwomt* a^ certain as was tlial of 
Alexandrb ;ind Vcmtc, anil for llie <iamp l-juhv. Iiiblead of 
tht AmL ?hc bcrom^s a third-rate ]£uropcan powfT. But 
let ditunioii uke [iIice, Ui mil war anJ discord dUtract 
tfaja country, and Ei^gUnd well know^ thai ihr ships of the 
iKonh niu^i rut at their wh^irves and the bu±j hum of their 
ianuifli:torics inuit cease foTevcr, Then, indeed, would 
Hnghnd feel atT^m that she waa mUtrefS of the sea« wiih- 
oat fL rival, scrure in a commerce that no pawrr would 
'cr ishake.'* 



Meanwhile, aside from the outspoken utter- 
inces of Queen Victoria, Albert, the Prince Con- 
sort, a.nd Lord Palmerston, the upper classes of 
^ Engl and professed to feel much sympathy 
towards the South, whose leaders they flattered 
ind cajoled by turns. Gladstone uttered an ex- 
iression so favorable towards the nascent con- 
Federation that even bis ing-enuity was never able 
intirely to avoid its effect. The South had 
lOped, also, that the ^reat mill-owners of Eng- 
land, whom she furnished with cotton, would be 
iclined, from selfish motives, to favor her cause; 
but industrial England was on the side of the 
forth, while Henry Ward Beechcr's visit to 
IreaL Britain, together with the firm attitude of 
le Federal g-overnment. soon destroyed all pros- 
sets of open symptithy with the South, 
In point of fact, moreover, our transatlantic 
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kinsmen had never looked for an American civil 
war. It seemed, in the first place, too good to be 
true. Then, again, it was not supposed that a 
nation of " shopkeepers" would do any fightin 
The presidential campaign of i860 had naturally 
aroused keen interest throughout Europe; b 
the result, judging from the general tone oi 
English press, does not appear to have giv 
rise to any widespread conviction that intern 
cine strife was imminent. Some, indeed, pro- 
fessed to view the subject with indifferenc^H 
others as a victory for human progress, and bti™ 
an exceedingly small minority regarded disunioii 
as inevitable. The London Review, for exan^| 
pie, whose sympathies were apparently with the 
Republican party, informed the South that hi 
only hope of preserving slavery was in the Unioi 
and that any attempt to organize a South' 
Confederacy would be resisted by the wholi 
strength of Europe and civilization. The Times 
was no less optimistic. It expressed no fear f< 
the safety of the Union. 
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"Of cour^Ci it will uh? some lirne before men can c 
down from the bluslct, which has been so profusely used 
for ckcUorecring purposeG, mi the langujgE of moderation 
and iruth. When ihc cooler head?, of ihc South bcKin 
consider how imaginaTy is the injury which (hey hiivc s 
talned, how vast arc ihc inlrresli involved, liow heavy woul 
be the cf>3t. how considerable the d3ne:er of disunidD. and 
how imposEible \X wdutd h« for the Southern States lo 
maintain in Ihe face of ihe world the strong position thry 
hold as members of ihe Erear American Confederation, we 
■uapc^l that iht South wilL think better of it, and lum lis 
adiviiy into the more practicable channel ol providing Mr. 
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Lmcoln a Democratic: suct^ea^r in 1B64/' ("Sununarr of 
Engiish Views," Richmvnd Enquirer^ D«etnbeT 11, i860.) 



The faith thus expressed in the good sense of 
the American people, North and South, by the 
press of Great Britain, was shared in a measure 
by Continental publicists. Europe had grown 
weary of war. The useless struggle m the Cri- 
mea, the war of Italian independence, not to 
speak of the increasing suspicions regarding the 
forward policy of Napoleon III., were facts in 
themselves sufficient to create a genuine desire 
for peace. Nor had the revolutionary move- 
ments of 184S been without the resultant crea- 
tion of an extensive popular sympathy in favor 
of the black slaves of the South. Facts such as 
these were not calculated to win for the leaders 
of a movement at conflict with the pacific and 
liberal views current abroad that hearty, spon- 
taneous good-will which is often, because of sen- 
timenlf bestowed on the efforts of a nationality to 
secure for itself an independent State hfe. On 
the contrary, the average person on the Conti- 
nent saw one-haH of our country seeking to over- 
throw slavery, and the other half endeavoring by 
force of arms to perpetuate the institution. To 
this conception of the nature of the American 
conflict may accordingly be traced that lack of 
encouragement met with by the South at the 
outset, and which prevented her from having her 
independence recognized. The world was unre- 
servedly against slavery. Nevertheless, the 
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North, contrary to Europnn opinion, did not 
enter into the war to secure the liberation of 
the bondmen, but to preserve the Unioa Never- 
theless by the progress of events Lincoln wa£ 
forced to free the slaves as a war measure, and 
by so doing he gained the, approval of Europe. 



VIII 
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The history of the negotiations which toolc 
place between the Southern commissioners and 
Secretary of State Seward is of the most vital 
importance in the genesis oF the War, for in 
the outcome of these conferences South Caro- 
lina found her excuse and justlBcation for the 
bombardment of Fort Sumter. It appears as 
if Seward clung to the hope that the border 
States might, if time could be gained, be re- 
strained from seceding, and that eventually 
the peopTe of the States that had withdrawn 
might be won back, in spite of their leaders. He 
gsvc pledges that Sumter would be evacuated, 
and that the status at Fort Pickens should re- 
main the same. President Lincoln, it is prob- 
able* was unaware of these promises. Seward 
had a way, during the early days of the adminis- 
tration, of taking matters into his own hands, a 
mistake which he soon learned to avoid commit- 
ting. Wliile preparations were being carried on 
by the naval authorities from New York for the 
relief of Fort Sumter, Seward was writing to 
the Sonlhem commissioners in regard to his 
previously given promise: " Faith as to Sumter 
fully kept. Wait and see," The day following 
the delivery of this message Governor Pickens, 




of South Carolina, received notice from the State 
Department at Washington that Fort Sumier 

was about to be supplier! with provisions. The 
only conclusion possible in regard to Seward's 
negotiations with the Southern commissioners is 
Uiat he was either acting on his own authority 
and deceiving his chief, or, being cognizant, as 
he must have Ijeen, thai an expedition was in 
preparation for the relief of Sumter, he was play- 
ing with the Soulh in order to gain time for the 
North to gather her strength. 

As soon as the authorities at Charleston 
learned ihat Fort Sumter was to l>e suc- 
cored, General Beauregard demanded from 
Major Anderson its surrender. This action the 
logic of the secessionists' position compelled 
them to take. The descent of the fleet was in 
truth the inauguration of the war between the 
sections. With the fleet in the harbor and 
Charleston menaced by the guns of Sumier. 
South Carolina could place no confidence in 
Northern pledgee. Believing itself constiiulion- 
ally enabled to secede* and having actually done 
so, the reduction of Fort Sumter was a necessary 
conclusion. Even Mr. Douglas said, " T take it 
for granted that whoever permanently holds 
Charleston and South Carolina is entitled to the 
possession of Fort Sumter." Horace Greeley 
said, ** Whether the bombardment and re^iuction 
of Fort Sumter shall or shall not be justified by 
posterity, it is clear that the Confederacy had 
no alternative but its owu dis&olulion." To the 
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demand for the evacuation of the fort Major 
Anderson rephed that compliance with it was 
prevented by his honor and his obligations to hi* 
government. 

The man whose fate it was to strike the first 
blow directly against the Union was Pierre Gus- 
lave Toutant Beauregard, Born near New Or- 
leans, his sympathies were all with ihe South. 
He graduated from West Point in 1838, and 
served with distinguished gallantry through the 
Mexican War. Tn November, i860, he received 
the appointment to the superintendeney oE the 
Military Academy at West Point. This he re- 
signed almost immediately, owing to the crisis 
in the South. He was one of the very first to 
resign his commission in the United States 
army; he at once entered the service of [he 
Confederacy with the rank of brigadier-general, 
receiving the command of the South Carolina 
troops at Charleston. 

At a little before five o'clock on the morning 
of Friday, April 12^ 1861. Beauregard opened 
fire with his batteries, which had been erected 
during the period of negotiations. The fort 
responded gallantly, and the bombardment con- 
tinued throughout the day. After dark. Ander- 
son ceased firing, but Beauregard's batteries 
continued at Intervals during the night. It 
was a spectacle which the'mhabitants of Charles^ 
ton enjoyed; they thought they were cele- 
brating their freedom ; but it was a display which 
presaged disaster. The bombardment continued 
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for about cliirty-four hours. Anderson's guns 
responUeii for a shon time on the morning of the 
i^lh, l>ut it was soon discovered that the fort 
was on fire. Ex-Senator Wtgial], of Texas, then 
voluntarily and without authority went to the 
fort in an open boat, thus exposing himself to 
the fire; he pointed out the hopelessness of the 
Federal position and urged Anderson to surren- 
der. The (rallant major coufd not do otherwise. 
Il was ai bloodless twtttc : for although the brave 
defendent clung to their post until the works 
were in niins and ihey had to cover their ammu- 
nition with earth to prevent its exploding, no one 
Wft» injured except rhrougli the bursting of some 
o( their own cannon while a &aal satatc to the 
Union flag was being fired. 

The nrws of the capitulation ol Sumter 
reached Washington on the 14th o( April. It 
etectritied the Norllv Nothing is more difficult 
of etpknntioii ihnn the sudden and complete re- 
version of feeting which took pfAce. This was 
lnten*iri<rd hy tlic events at Baltimore on the 
toih, when the Minachusctls SdXth Re^ment. 
while miLTching through that citv, was fired on 
l»y the mob ami KT«nd sohlter^ were killed and 
w\>uiHled- 

While the S^Mithem Stales wrre secedii^. the 
North *»■ apathetic il n^t encouraging. *' Let 
them p> tn pe«^" was the pre\^a)n£r t^nikt. 
Th» finufi ^a* ihe " Stat vxf the \V««'' had scarcdy 
uroumt m iultreM, The \ixth <M taoc miA wu. 
Sh» titKiwxKi \\i be uKire ainid of ba ol ti^fe 
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of disunion- The pe<>ple expected and desired com- 
promise : but measures directed thereto had been 
frustrated by their polhiciaos. As soon, however, 
as the gage of battle had been thrown down or 
taken up — for il is tlifficull to deiemiine which — 
by the South, and war in reality h-id begun, a 
willingness to iight was manifested. At the same 
time, we believe that the men of the North en- 
tered the conflict in a comparatively lightsome 
spirit of adventure. Few had the faintest realiza- 
tion of the manner of conflict that was before 
them. They thought the quarrel would speedily 
and easily be enOed, and that only a show of de- 
termination was necessary to convince the South 
of the error of her ways. Lincoln himself, while 
he trusted the North, was not quite certain what 
to expect. After he had issued his call for 
seventy-five thousand volunteers^ he was heard 
to exclaim, with the impatience born of a belief 
that the Confederacy would attack the National 
capital, as he walked the floor of his office in a 
particularly anxious hour of the days of waiting 
for the troops, " Why don*t they come, why 
don't they come?" 

In the free States the calJ for volunteers was 
responded to with enthusiasm and alacrity. In 
six of the eight slave States which had not se- 
ceded it was negatived with defiance. Said Gov- 
ernor Letcher, of Virginia : 

"Thff milliia of this Slaiff will nol he finished to the 
powers at Wasfaingtoa For any such purpose as th«y have 
ia view. Your ohjprt is to stihjugale the Southern States, 
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and a requiAitioD made upon me for such an obi«t^4D 
□bicct, in my iudEineni. not withm tbe proviutv fri Ibfl 
Constitution or the Act of 1795 — will not bt complied with. 
You have chosen lo in-iiiguraitc civil war, andn having done 
so, we wiil mwt ii tn a spirit as detprmined as the admin- 
istration has exhibited lowards ihc South." 

Governor Ellis, of North Carolina, declared: 
"I can be no party to this wicked violation of the Iiwb 

oE the counlry and ta thi^ wjr upon the Ul)frli» nF a free 
people. You can j^d no troops Erom North Carolina" 

Governor Magoffin said: 

" Keniucty will furnlth no troops for the wiclted purpose 
of subduing her sister Southern States." 

Hams, of TennesBee. boldly announced that 

his State would 

"not fumiAh a itn^lc man for coercionf hut fifty thouaand. 
if neccisarj^ for the defence of our rights or those of o«r 
SonthfTn brethren." 

The reply of GovctTior Jackson, of Missouri, 
was: 

"Your requisition in my judgment |g illegal, unconMitu- 
tional, and revolutionary in Hk obi ret, inhuman, and dia- 
bolical, and cannot be complied with." 

Kector was governor of Arkansas, and he 
said : . 

"In answer to your rffluiiition for troop? from Arkansai 
to subjugate the Southern States. I have to say that noiM 
will be furnished. The demand is aaiy addinij insult to 
iojury," 
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Coventor Hrcks, of Maryland, found himself 
placed in a senous dilemma- Not daring to deiy 
a government with its capital situated almost 
in his own State, and pressed on every side hy 
the secessionist element which predominated in 
Maryland, he icmporized. 

Governor Burton, of Delaware, waited until 
the 26th, when he informed the President that he 
had no right or authority to comply with h:s 
requisition. 

Two days after President Lincoln's call for 
troops, President Davis retaliated by issuing a 
proclamation inviting applications for letters of 
marqne and reprisal against the merchant ship- 
ping of the United States, This was a justifiable 
method of attack, because the latter government 
had refused to enter into an inleniaCional com- 
pact with the European powers lo prohibit priva- 
teering. Lincoln responded to this menace with 
a proclamation announcing the blockade of the 
porta of the Confederacy, which he en<3ed with 
the ominous words: 



"And I hereby proclaim and declare that if uiy pef^on. 
LTndcT thti prelcndcd aulhority of the said Stales, or tinJer 
any other preiense, shall molest a vessel of the United 
SiaWBn or the person* or cargo on board o£ her, such per- 
son Will be hdd iimcnablc to the laws of ihe United Staled 
for the prcvenlioEi and puQi^^nient of pLracy." 



On May 3 Lincoln called for forty reg;iments 
of volunteers, lo serve for three years or during; 
the war, increased the regular army by the addi- 
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tjon of ten rcgimenU, ind directed the enfittmcut 
of eighteen thousand seamen. 

In the mean time events were mavin^ to At | 
advanta^ of the Confederacy. It gained pot- 1 
•euion of Harper's Ferry and tbe Gti^cMt N»r 
Yard, with such supplies contained therein as ^ 
Federal commanders tn their Tia-sty exit had act I 
been able to destroy. This prompted Sccretarr 
Chase to complain to the President "that tlie 
disunionists have anticipated tis iti everything. 
that aa yet we have acconiplished nothing but ^] 
destruction of our own proper^.". A j 

The South was iortunatc in the fact thSfw 
had »ent her full quota of men to the MkUtai; 
Academy at West Point as well as to tbe Navsl 
Acndetny at Annapolis. The majoii^ of tiieffl 
were loyal ti> their States. The credit irindi 
\\nvi Itcen lavishly — though not in yropcf^ — be^ 
tdowrd xi|>on Robert EL Lee for the rincerity <^ 
\\U motives cannot justly be denied the cocd- 
nianiltnt who ser\-ed under him. The Union ms 
ilcar to hinu ^nd. thoi^ he believed that the 
South suffcrod under the a^ressioos of tbe 
North, he was not in favor of aecesdoiL 
Ncvrrtliclcs5, he held that his aU^^iance to 
his Slate was rightly primary. 



i«orit« «ik1 No^v1ctj^ utA in rbicfa saiit aaid ovil vtf «c 
\\^ Ukr ihf' lOtvY ol hrv^H^ love ad kndnei^ hu i* 

nvM it il»niptnl 1 jJaH ntvn tc> my astm Stete ^ 
4>«« mr tmwi <m mntT 
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■sc sentiments were common to (he South- 
officers who brought to the Confederacy an 
experience gained in the United States army. 
They could not have been so ill-advised as to 
change their allegiance for ambitious reasonsn 
Tt is interesting to note that not a few Southern 
men, such as General Thomas and Admiral Far- 
ragut, remained in the Federal service, and that 
many Northern men, conspicuous among whom 
were General Gorgas and General Francis A, 
Sharp, cast their lot with the secessionists. Lee 
Tras indirectly offered the post of commander- 
in-chief of the Federal army ; but his heart would 
not permit him lo lead an army of invasion into 
his native Virginia. He resigned his commis- 
sion in the Federal army, and a few days later 
accepted that of commander-in-chief of the Vir- 

rinia State forces. 
The South rallied with an enthusiasm certainly 

■qual to that of the North. Aristocrat and ple- 
beian joined shoulder to shoulder for the protec- 
l tion, as they believed, of their homes and rights. 



^: 






"The flower of the Southern youth, the prime of Souih- 
cm manhood, art coLlccEcd in the camps of Virginia. Samp 
of the most remarkable of these are here in the dose 
neighborhood of Richmond. Genius learning, and -n^alth, 
enough to fumiEh the aristocracy of ad «jnpirc> wear (he 
loinc E'"i*J °f ^p common soldier and Icam the aie of 
soldier's common ^Teal^on.'' 

Id the Socilh Che volutiteers who spring to arms with 
much alacrity arc men oE substance and position, wealthy 
farmers and planters, uilh their sons, professional men, 
merchants and their der)<a. intelligent and industrious me- 
c tunica, and, indeed, from cvtry art, tradej profession, and 

'J 
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occupition; the wcaUh, ircielliecrice, industry* and back- 
bone of iociciy hive ralliFd for (hr defence of ibcit honiet 
ud for ibc assertion o1 conAtitutioiut liberty." 

But the army of the South was wofuUy lacking 
in equipment- It possessed no ready means for 
the m^inufaf ture of arms and ammunition. It fl 
depended at first upon a quantity of rifles of a 
discarded pattern, which had been distributed 
through the States. Flintlock muskets were 
adapted to the use of percussion caps- The caps 
were, in great part, smuggled through from Bal- 
timore, and the supply was extremely limited. 
On July 13 President Davis wrote : 

"1 could gtl twenty thou'^and men from Mii^Ti^ippi, who 
Lnpatiently await for notice ihal thcv can be armed- la 
G«OTgiii numerous lenders are nude lo serve for any time, 

at any place^ and to these and other offers 1 am still con- 
fttraked to answer ' I have not arms to supply you/' 

But what the Southern troops lacked in fight- 
ing material they made up in provision for their 
personal comfort. General Johnston refers to 
the delay occasioned by heavy baggage, and says 
that every common soldier came to the front 
provided with a trunk. 

On the 24lh of May General Benjamin Butler, 
by means of an epigram, inserted the point of the 
wedge which thrust the institution of slavery 
ironi the Southern States- lie had been ordered 
to the command at Fortress Monroe- The ad- 
vent of Union troops frightened the white in- 
habitants of Hampton from their homes, and in 
the confusion three negroes escaped to the Uoion 
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camp. They bdonge^t to Colonel Mailory, of 
he Confederate array, who intended to remove 
:hem to North Carolina and there employ their 
services upon the Confederate fortifications, 
UiEler needed labor. He argued that if ihey had 

been horses or arms or tools he would have 

.appropriated and used them without hesitation. 
" These men," said he, '* are contraband of war; 

Uet them at work-'* The sentence was epoch- 
making in its effect. Other negroes came in to 
the number of more than nine hundred- They 

("Were all welcomed and employed The Northern 
Secretary of War justified Butler's view of the 
matter. 

In the mean time the navies of both sides were 
beginnings to play their important part in the 
Struggle- President Davis'a offer to grant letters 
of marque and reprisal was met with a quick and 
ample response; and President Lincoln's block- 
ade of the Southern ports provided activity for 
all Che vessels at his command. In March, 1S63, 
the United States Congress passed a bill author- 
izing the President to issue letters; but he did 
not do so, probably for the reason that it would 

^be considered "a recognition of the assumption 
of the insurgents that they are a distinct and 
Independent nationality/' The Royal Casetle, 
of England, also pubhshed a pertinent comment 
on this matter: 



"Thp UniEftl States Coagrtsi, in its last sesiion, au- 
thorised the President, if he deemed ir proper, to issue 
Jctlcri dF uurque. His lieving not done *□, in view of the 
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desiruction of property by the "Alftbitna" and ihe " Flof id»*^ 
n Kvert^y censured by a wrilpr in ode of Ihe laTc Ne^^ 

York papers. Tbia wnicr suaaests that a reward of fiv^ 
hundred diou&and doMari In given to any Irltrr of marqu 
that shouJd capture and brine into any of the ports of the 
Uniicd Staler any Confederate priuatrer^ or two hundred 
uid tifty thousand dollars for the sinkm^ or otherwise d«- 
itroying of audi a privawpr. The writer concluded by 
obaernng that the ' almighty dollar might then he the meant 
of bringing privateering io an end.' 

"We can hardly understand why such a measure should 
be adopied. Wlien p^tTintism is not sriAirienE lo induce 
men to Kne their counlrr, is it probable that the dollar 
will? Will the dollar in^pirp courage m a man when the 
sight of bia lowered flag fails to do so? And. besidet. arc 
there not enough United Staled shlps-Df-Aar skimming the 
aefls afttr thf ''Alabama" and the " Florida.^' the only two 
known Confederate privateers, and are tbe&e Federal vtSr- 
»Ia not commanded by admirals and officers thai ihc Union 
bDiBii of? The iisuing bv the Washington covemment of 
letters of marque would be. indeed, an acknowledgmenl of 
the inefficiency of their navy compared to the two or three 
eom para lively small vesiels-of-war owned by ihe Confed- 
eracy» and of the incapacity of the men at the head of their 
fleet." (ScharPa '^ The Confederate Navy," p. 6i.) 

The privateers soon became a very efficient 
department of the Soiithern navy. They almost 
succeeded in driving the United States merchant 
marine from the seas. The '* Alabama" captured 
no less than sixty-rtine vessels of various descrip- 
tion during her career. It was an exceedingly 
effective method of damaging the North and 
rendering her people weary of the war. 

The Ne^v York Herald of May y, 1861, printed 
a letter from a correspondent in Montgomery 
which throws a curious light on this feature of 
out civil strife. "But it may be a^kccl," it saySi 
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who will take these letters of marque [issued 
jy President Davis] ? WTiere is the govemincnt 
^at Montgomery to 6nd ships? The answer is to 
be !ouTid in the fact that already numerous appli- 
catJons have been received from the shift-owners 
tf VfTi' England, from (he whalers of New Bed- 
>rd, and from others in the Northern States for 
lese very letters of marque, accompanied by the 
test securities and guarantees! This state- 
it I make on the ver>- highest authority." It 
'ould be extremely interesting if we could dc- 
lonstrate the veradty of this auihority. 
The first privateer which received a commis- 
I iion from the Confederate States was the " Sa- 
^kannaTi/' She was also the first to be captured. 
^■She was a schooner of fifty-fciur tons, carrying 
^one eighteen -pound gun. Her crew numbered 
thirty-two. The career of the " Savannah'^ was 

P^ brief one. Putting to sea oa the 3d of June, 
she immedialclj'^ fell in with and made prize of 
■ the brig "Joseph/' of Rockland, Maine. Ex- 
^KbJting over this success, the " Savannah" next 
encountered the United States brig "Terry." 
disguised as a merchantman. The privateer was 
confident of another prize; but no sooner had 
she come within gun-range than the sides of the 
brig yawned with portholes and bristled with 
gtms, A short chase with a few shots which 
disabled her rigging convinced the Confederate 
of the wisdom of surrendering. Her crew were 
.transferred to the United States man-of-war 
" Minnesota," by which they were conveyed in 
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irons to New York, where they were incarcerated' 
in the Tombs. President Lincoln, as we hivt 
seen, in a proclamation, declared that the officers 
and crew of privateers would be dealt with undet 
the laws relating to piracy. The crew of ill* 
" Savannah" were so tried. But it was si 
made apparent both by Northern and English 
jurists that there was no law to sustain such ^j 
position. It was with seeming reluctance^ hoi^H 
ever, that Mr. Lincoln receded from his position^^ 
and it is probable that he was influenced by the 
Confederate threat oE retaliation more than by 
any other argument. As soon as it became 
known in the Somh that Captain Baker and hi^J 
crew were in irons, thirteen Federal prisonei^B 
of war were placed in close confinement^ an*J 
Washington was notified thai such punishme 
would be meted out to them as might be inflict 
on the privateer's men. 

The Confederate government availed itself 
the utmost possibility of injury to the North 
destroying private property on the high seas. 
Almost all the snccess of the Southern na 
was thus won^ The most prominent of 
vessels were the "Sumter," the "Florida," the 
"Alabama," and the "Shenandoah/' For Che 
losses inllicted by all but the first named, which 
was purchased by the Confederacy in April, 1861, 
the United States obtained redress from Eng- 
land, on account of the fact that they were fitted 
out in her ports. The sum of $15,500^000 was 
awarded by the Board of Arbitration^ sitting at 
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^neva, Switzerland, in settlement of the Ala- 
iiTia claims. The '* Sumter" was a vessel of 
Four hundred and thirty-seven tons, barkentine 
.rigged, also having a propeller. She was put 
LtQ commission on the 3d of June, 1861, as a 
'vessel-of-war of the Confederate States, Com- 
mander Semmes received instructions *' to do the 
enemy's commerce the greatest injury in the 
shortest time/' These instructions were obeyed 
—to the letter. Many prizes were made in Amer- 
H|caii and European waters^ until, at last, being 
Hblockaded at Gibraltar by the Federal vessels 
■** Kearsarge/' "Chippewa," and "Tuscarora," 
Semmes laid the " Sumter" up and paid off his 
Bcrew. 

Orders were Issued for the first invasion of 
Virginia on May 23, 1861. About thirteen thou- 
sand men. under the command of General Mans- 
field, crossed the Potomac. Alexandria was 
entered with little or no opposition. A casualty 

•occurred there, however, which was exaggerated 
in importance by the North. Colonel Ellsworth, 
commanding the New York Fire Zouaves, seeing 
a Confederate flag flying over the cupola of the 
Marshall House, desired its removal. Instead of 
sending a corporal to lower it, as the dignity 
of his position required, Ellsworth went tJirough 
the house without a by-yoor-leave and seized it 
himself. On returning, he was met in the hall by 
Jackson, the proprietor. " This is my trophy,'* 
said Ellsworth. *' And you are mine !" exclaimed 
the innkeeper, m£ta.ntly shooting him dead. His 
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death produced intense excitemoit in the Xorth, 
Ell&vroTlh being pop-ular for his hantUocne %are 
and generosity. An " atrocious murder," it «^ 
called- Jackson, the hotel-keeper, was biflU^ 
filain immediate])' after what the people of tbc 
South regarded as his " gallant act done in ^ 
fence of his county's flag." 

Virginia during lh«e sttiring e^-ents vflS 
experiencing a secession within her own Staic 
borders. \Miile her convention w^s scemuigty 
hovering between allegiance to ihe North and 
to the South, one of the members from western 
Virginia offered a set of resolutions in wh 
the following words were contained: 




" The right of lecolntion C2n be exeroaed is «dl bf 
portioa of th« citii«fu oi a Sute acmiasc ^hiai Sazt 
rmmcai, »s ii can (k cxcrdwd by ihc wbok pdo^ of I 
Stair against th«u Federal goreninKtit- - - - And Chat uy 
change of the rdatioa ViiKiiiia now tnitains to (hr Federal 
ICTvtiiment. ac>inst the wisbe^ ol c^-ea a respeciabU mi- 
mrtlr of ha people, would be foch an aft of injuttJcr per- 
petnted qc>od the rig^i of that mioiTntT ^ to ju&tifr tbem 
ID changiDg ihcir rc-Utioo to die Sate gorenuiient bjr «tpa- 
ntins tb«n»dTe9 trocn that Mctioo of tbc State that bad 
Unu HVitonl^ dtsriYajded tbeir interests and defied tbdr 
will" 

The people of the western part of Virginia 
were divided from the rest of the Stale by the 
character of their s<ul and (a result of this) their 
freedom from slavery. Their sympathy was wi^fl 
the North. These drcumsuxwcs led Id the cro^ 
tion of the State of West Virgniau soon an ai 
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Both Northern and Southern historians have 
leen careful to set forth reasons for the presence 
•f their respective armies in Virginia, They as- 
tume that an excuse is needed. But this seems 
lardly necessary, as the State was the natural 
leeiing-place of the main combating: forces. 
[The Confederate troops were concenlrated on 
le south bank of the Potomac, awaiting* the 
movement of the Northern regiments around 
— Washington. Major-GeneraJ Patterson, pur- 
Hposing to march into the western counties oF 
BVirginia, moved from Pennsylvania with an 
^Hrmy, General McClellan moved Four regiments 
ffby different routes to Grafton, where Porterfield, 
with a small Confederate command, was harass- 
ing the country. The latter retreated to Phil- 
lippi, followed by a West Virginia regiment, and 

h there suffered a defeat. This skirmish became 
known as the " Phillippi Races." To repair this 
loss the Confederate authorities sent ex-Gov- 
emor Henry A. Wise and Genera! Gamctt to 
this region. Colonel Pegram took a position in 
the pass at Rich Mountain with a regiment and 
^_sijt guns. Lee, under whose command these 
Hlorces were combined, was at Laurel Hill with 

four regiments. 
^m At the beginning of July General McClellan 
^Pdetermined to clear West Virginia of these Con- 
federate troops. On the nth Brigadier-General 
RosecranSn with nineteen hundred men, as- 
cended Rich Mountain from the south, while 
[Pegram was expecting him to make the attempt 
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at the north. The latter made a plucky resist- 
ance, but was overpowercrf by immhers. losing 

about one hundred and thirty-iive killed and 
about twenty wounded, while twenty-one were 
made prisoners. On the 13th, after a vain at- 
tempt lo get out of the (oils which McClellan 
had thrown around him, Pegram and his who)e 
command surrendered at Beverly as prisoners 
of war. On the 14th Garnelt was beaten at Car- 
rick's Ford by a greatly superior Union force 
and himself killed, McClellan telegjraphed : 

" Garcctt find forces routed: his ba^sa^ and one gun 
lalffti: his army dcrooraliatd ; GamcH killed. We have 
annihililed th( cacmy in Wcstrm Vir^nian and have Joal 
thirwen killed, and not more than forty wounded, Wf 
have in all kUIed at Icaai Iwo hundred ol Ihc enemy* and 
Iheir prisoners will tjnouni to at least one thousand. Have 
liken seven guna in all I slill look for the capture oE the 
remnant of Garneii's army by Ceneral Hill. The troops 
defeated are the crack rpgtment of easlcrn Vireinia, aided 
by GeoTjcians, Tennesteean^n and Carolinians, Our succMB 
is complete, and aeccssion is killed in this country." 

The Confederates were in possession of Har- 
per's Ferry. General Patterson concluded (and 
in the opinion he was supported by Scott) that 
the taking of this position would have a good 
moral effect in the encouragement of Virginia 
Unionists and would, also, protect Maryland. 
Patterson wrote to the Secretary of War, on 
June 10; 

"I beseech you, therefore, by our ancient friendship, give 
me the meani of ^ucccAS- VflU have the means; place them 
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it mj dispOHl, and ihoot me if I do nal use Ibcm to 
idvBDCage." 

But Johnston did not attach the importance to 
Harp<^r's Ferry that his opponent supposed. He 
retreated upon Winchester. Beauregard was at 
Manassas. The authorities at Washington, 
iiaving determined upon a movement against this 
place, gave Patterson the task of preventing 
Johnston from effecting a juncture with Beaure- 
gard, His failare to block Johjiston's move- 
ments was the direct and only strategic cause of 
the Federal defeat at BuJI Run. His order from 
Scolt was : 

" If not Eirone enough to beat the enrmy early nuct week, 

make clcmun^lTatLcini^ io ai Id detain liim in the viillcjr of 
Winchcslfr; but i* he reireats in force towarda Mana&sas, 
and if (00 Im^^n-doua to follow him, iben coDsider the route 
Via Keys Ferry, L«sburg» etc,'* 

On the i8th Scott again telegraphed: 

"T have cenainly been expectitig you lo beat the enemy. 
If not. lo hear that you had felt him stronKlv» Or« at least, 
had C3i:cupipd him by thrcaU and demon lit rations. You have 

been ai least his equal, and I suppose superior in numbers. 
Hm he not stolen a march and «pnl r^inforeemenU towardi 
Uanassaa JuncLion? A week is enoUEh lo win victories." 

Patterson replied; 
"The enemy has stolen no march upon me. I have kept 

bim actively employed, and, by threats and recDnnoissances 

IB force, caused him 10 he reinforced. I have accomplished 

in Thi* respect mare than the gen era I- In-chief anked, or could 
well be expected in face of an enemy far siiperiDr in num- 
bers with no line of commrniication to protect," 



t04 



THE TRUE CIVIL WAR 







There is only one fault that can be found 
this dignified response; it was not true. John- 
ston was no more than Iwo-lhirds as strong as 

Patterson: he was already stealing the march, 
though Patterson did not discover this until two 
days later. On the i^rth of July his army marched 
to Charleston, thus doubling the distance 
twecn himself and Johnston. The latter was 
alert to the opportunity, and on the iSth his 
advance regiments passed through Ashby's Gap 
in the Blue Ridge. By the morning of the fol- 
lowing Jay they had reached the Manassa,*) Gap 
Railroad, and seven regiments were in Beaure- 
gard's camp that afternoon. Johnston arrived 
next day with the la.sl detachment of his force, 
in time to join battle that same aflcmoon. Sun- 
day, the 20th, and turn the first great fight to 
the advantage of the Confederacy. ^m 

McDowell was in command of the UnioiP 
forces which engaged in the Manassas eampaign. 
The plan of battle was formulated by himse^l 
and he emphatically stated that he could not hop^ 
to beat the combined armies of the two Confed- 
erate generals. But Scott gave him the assur- 
ance that, " If Johnston joins Beauregard he shall 
have Patterson on his heels." 

The men under McDowell were extremeqj 
poor war material. They were all three-months 
volunteers, and entirely unacquainted with e 
fective discipline, McDowell said of them: 

"Whfn marching Xhey slopped every momenl to 
blackberries or gel water, ihey would not keep in the 
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order as moch as you p!«iaedi when they came whef* 
wftio- was Ire^h, they would pour the old water out of 
iheir canteens and fill ihcni with frcah waLer^ Ihcy were 
not us^ to denying ihcmselves inuch' ihey were nai used 
Id JDumeyc on foot." 



The term of enlistment of many of the men was 
expiring, and they were leaving. One Pennsyl- 
vania regiment, whose service h,nd ended, turned 
kits back upon the army on tbe momine of the 
battle. 
The Confederate forces were intrenched in a 
Kne extending eight miles along the course of 
Bui! Run» defending seven fords and a bridge- 
McDowell held his position at Ccntroville, His 
plan was to outflank his enemy. Owing to the 
h failure of his engineers to find a ford, this was 
Hnot attempted until the 21st, thus giving time for 
■Johnston's reinforcements, which had escaped 
"Patterson, to arrive. The main force, under Mc- 
Dowell, marched by nighty and, crossing at Sud- 
ley's Ford, attacked the end oE the Confederate 
line, while feints were being made at the centre. 
. The brigades under Evans and Bee received the 
Bbmnt of the onset, and after a stiff resistance 
were thrown into confusion- WhiJc striving to 
restore order to his troops, Bee called their at- 
tention to Jackson and his men *' standing like a 
■■tone wall" Johnston notes that at the moment 
"those of Jackson's brigade who were in sight of 
Bee's men were lying down to avoid the enemy's 
[Brti!Iery, The presence of Johnston and Beaure- 
gard, who came galloping to the scene, rallied 
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the Coiriadcfslcfl* aad a Sac vas T e -facnwd as 

nel» ^i^cs to Ac orif^aL Mere tkan ooce 
4mk^ Ifac dij k mbhe4 as 3 tlic SoqEhcni 
mnj W3S bcaloi lad on the poiot ol gon% lo 
pieces. la ^et, l^rriJrm Daw, wtanc anxiety' 
dmv him fram Ridtaaoiid to tlic 6eid oC battle, 
net Conicdgratc f cg i t h ^s oa the way, -who as- 
flared Un that ill was lost- Bat belated and 
fresh detAchmcaLs of Johnscon's army kept 
breaka^ into the battle, and at hst the fear grew 
vpOQ the Umcan troops that they wer« beaten- 
Thdr toUJ lack tA di&cipliae resulted in the panic 
which followed. Captain Woodbtuy says : 

"At fav 0*dock oa ^ uu i&ene wen non tiam t««li« 
fhowMBd i/okmntn on the hmh-faW of BvD K^ wbo had 
ouirdy loat Aar rrgiiifitil nraiaiiaif Tbcr ccnM w 
more br haniflrf u troo^tt for iW cJnii and men wtrv 
aDC lofictba-. Uei ud o&ma BiED^Icd f rew d a m patlj ; lad 
h It wonlijr of rtmu-k ifeit dn djw fg <!i iizt»n dtd not 
rcflok froDt ilefeai or feu." 

But the impression that they were beaten grew 
to conviction in the minds of the Federal troops, 
and lo the astonishmcct of thdr enemies, whose 
leaders did not seem to have the battle well in 
hand, a spontaneous retreat soon broke into an 
awful panic 

Sightseers — and among them members of 
Congress — had come out from Washington in 
their carriages. " to see the reheb run." But, as 
one of Ihe latter put it, the cr>- " On to Rich- 
mond" was now changed to "Off for W'ashing- 
ton." The fear of the retreating men gathered 
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lomentum as they ran. Soon there was a head- 
long flight, in which mingled, in wild and con- 
tiuscd jumble, carriages and cannon, soldiers and 
^vilians. They ran without cause; for the vic^ 
lors were themselves so much surprised at their 
success that they made no pursuit worth men- 
tioning. 

When, on the following day, these tnultitudes 

»f haggard and begrimed fugitives poured into 

''ashington, it seemed to many that the Union 

lause was lost and that immediately the capital 

tself would be in the hands of the Confederacy. 




The Northern disaster at Manassas [Bull 

Run), July 2!, iS6i. had markedly different 
effects on the mental attitude of the two section^— 
The South thought the war was over; the Nort^B 
saw chat it had on!y begun. The Confederate 
volunteers believed, with one of their poets, that 
the artillery of the North had been stilled; that 
they had whipped the despised Yankees and 
driven them bleeding homeward; that ihenec 
they would not come back for a second drubbing^ 
So general was this conviction, and so slight JJ 
sense of discipline existed among the soldiers of 
the South, that after the battle many went back 
to their homes, beUcvmg thai there was no fur- 
ther need of their services. The wisest of thejfl 
leaders, however, knew otherwise, Jeffersoi^ 
Davis had from Che first been convinced thai 
there was no hope ot the permanent establisl 
ment of a Southern nation except by means 
a prolonged and bloody struggle. The courage 
of a man who was willing to accept the leader- 
ship with such a conviction and with a clear 
ception of the disproportionate resources of thf 
two contending parties, is in itself worthy o^ 
commendation, though his judgment m 
open to criticism. 

b6 
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! North was now aroused in a different 
iner from what it had been by tbc bombard* 
lent of Sumter, The " bloodletting" desired 
by Senator Cliandler had come to pass. After 
Sumter, the men of the North freely responded 
to Lincoln's call, with the idea that they were to 
idminiBter a salutary but light castig^tion to the 
erring South. They volunteered for three 
months* service, the majority thinking- that a 
Bummer's outing in the Souths enlivened by mili- 
tary operations (of the seriousness of which they 
knew nothing by experience), would be hardly 
more than a frolic. But after Manassas frolic 
was over, for honor had to be retrieved and re- 
venge satisfied. The North was now thoroughly 
angered and was determined to fight the South 
to a stand-still. Anglo-Saxon doggedness, which 
is born of encounter with obstacles^ brushed 
away all propositions of eonciliatlon and forced ihe 
issue. 

Mr. Crittenden, who won everlasting honor by 
his earnest counsels for peace, introduced (July, 
1S61) a resolution in the House that well sets 
forth the opinion of the bulk of the Northern 
people. It ran thus: 



' "The y/nr U rot waged in any spirit of oppreasion. or 
For any purpose of conquest or subjugation, or thf ov^r- 
throwing or inlcrfcring witb the rights or eatablishfd Insd- 
tutiooB of thoat Siaiea, but ty defend and maintain ihe 
supremacy of the ConAliEutioii, and lo preserve the Union 
with all tht dignity, equality, and righl? of the sevenl' 
States unimpaired, and that as soon a these obieets afe 
accomplished the war ought to cease/' 

14 
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This resolution wrs adopted by both HouseSn 
In the discussion which arose over it in the Sen- 
ate, It was agreed that slavery in the South was 
not to be molested; but when Harris of New 
York said that H it should be abolished as the 
result o[ the war he would not shed a tear^ he 
gave expression to the feeling of the largely in- 
creased radical party in the North. The time 
was near at hand when the majority of the people 
who beUeved in the war were to expect the abo- 
lition of slavery as tts consequence. 

The ultimate defeat of the Soutlj was a fore- 
gone conclusion from the start. There being no 
racial distinction, courage an*J spirit being equal, 
the vast preponderance of resources in the North 
confronted the South as with an inevitable fate. 

When Congress met, July 4, 1S61, there were 
in attendance forty-nine Senators, — thirty-one 
Republicans and eighteen members opposed to 
the policy of the administration, ten Democrats 
and eight Unionists, men of the conservative 
type, who, though in favor of the war, were op- 
posed to any interference with slavery. In the 
House there were one hundred and six Repub- 
licans and scvcnty-two of the opposition, forty- 
two of whom were Democrats. Thus Congress 
was overwhelmingly in favor of looting the gov- 
ernment everything needed to prosecute the 
war. 

On the day after the defeat at Manassas (July 
ai, iS6t} the House of Representatives passed 
a resolution : 
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"Thai Ihc maintcnaticc of ihe Constimlion, the prcwr- 
ration of the Union, and the enforcement of the laws ire 
leered intst4 which miiM be rxtculcd ; that no disaster shall 
tidiscourage us from the imple pArfonnance of thJs nio&t 
leered duty, and IhaL we pledge Id the counlry and to 
jtbc world the employment of every resource, national and 
idividua], for the? aiipprcssion, orcnhrow, and pani^hmpnc 
lof the rebels in araia." 



[This resolution received the abundant and en- 
[thusiaslic support of the people. 

The previous military acts of the President, 

which were of doubtful constitutionality, were 

^ ratified, llh suspension of the writ of habeas 

J corpus — so forcefully employed in the border 

States — was also tacitly acquiesced in. The 

President was authorized to enlist volunteers to 

the number of five hundred thousand, for a maxi- 

Hmum service of three years. The appointment of 

general officers was left to htm, subject to the 

I consent of the Senate. He was furthermore au- 
thorized to make substantial additions to the 
regular army and to increase the volunteer force 
to a million men. Carte blanche was given him 
in the matter of the increase of the navy. The 
Secretary of the Treasury was pennitled to bor- 
row two hundred and fifty million dollars, on 
the credit of the government, by the issue oE 
treasury notes. Duties on imports were in- 
creased, thus pTOviding^ for the levying of a direct 
annual tax of twenty million dollars. Provision 
was made for an annual income tax, the levying 
.of which the Supreme Court has since declared 
[imconstitutional. These resources placed nearly 
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one million dollars a day in the hands of the 
government for the purpose of carrying on the 
war. On the 6th of Angustn ha\'ing employed 
the whole of the short session in placing the 
government on a war footing, Congress ad' 
joumed, leavuig President Lincoln practically in 
the position of absolute dictator. On thai one 
occasion was recognized the principle ihat the 
Constitution was made for the Union and not 
the Union for the Constitution. 

When Congress convened again Ihe following 
December, it reflected the change that had taken 
place in the North regarding the wisdom of abol- 
ishing slavery. The North had accepted the ne- 
ccssJly of war. Tiie Republican party was united 
in its hearty support of the President. The Dem- 
ocratic party, it is true, was still for peace, but 
it was constantly losing by desertion to the Re- 
publican ranks, and there were not a few war 
Democrats. 

But from the beginning to the end of the war 
Republican prestige fluctuated in accordance 
with tlie success or failure of Northern arms. In 
the autumn of 1862, after the Confederacy had 
surprised the North with the amonnt of its light- 
ing strength, considerable opposition to the 
President manifested itself at the elections out* 
side of New Ejigland; New York, Pennsylvania, 
Ohio, Indiana, Illinol?, and Wisconsin showed 
decided gains for the Democracy; hut subse- 
quently, with the triumph of the Federal armies, 
the Republicans gained renewed strengthi and 
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in 1864 re-elected Lincoln lo the Presidency, To 
]ose sight of the political situation at the North 
during the war — a situation Lincoln had to keep 
constantly before him — h to lose sight of fully 
half of his work. 

The political situation in the South is of no less 
importance. The case of Davb presents many 
contrasts, itis temperament was obstinate and 
domineering. He soon made all branches of the 
government subservient to his will^ although 
there were both a Congress and a Supreme 
Court. He was the State, And this unfortunate 
disposition alienated from him some of the ablest 
men of the South, — men who were ardent sup- 
porter?! of the independence of their section and 
whose self-sacrificing spirit could not be chal- 
lenged. 

Despite the loyalty of her citizens to the 
South, her President from the inception of 
the war found himself faced by a bitter oppo- 
sition that again and again thwarted his plana 
and refused to support his measures. The 
spirit of antagonism to the executive mani- 
fested in the North was as bitter in vttnpera' 
tion of Lincoln, hut he could always count on 
the support of Congress and the obedience of 
his oFFicials, but this Davis could not always do, 
and the result was unhappy. Now that the war 
is far ill the past, the tendency to idealize Lin- 
coln and Davis is present and increasing, but in 
their days of power they were the most vilified 
men in America. Stanton wrote of '* the pain- 
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fuJ imbeciUty" of Lincoln, and Governor Curtin 
said "the country is at the mercy of a dotard," 
while Bowles called him " a simple Susan/' and, 
when fortune was against the Northern arms 
and passions ran wild, even worse things were 
said of Lincoln by the dissatisfied and the ma- 
licious. Davis endured no less bitter vitupera- 
tion, and with less opportunity to receive it with 
equanimity. The Confederate President was 
in a position for which he was not fitted and 
which he did not desire. It is a thankless task 
to lead a losing cause. 

At a new election, Davis and Stephens were 
re-elected. But the situation did not change for 
the better. The Southern President, though 
with better justification, because of military 
experience, than the Northern, like him con- 
stantly meddled with the plans of his generals. 
This led to regrettable consequences, of which 
Davis cannot be held guiltless. He was, how- 
ever, constantly harassed and hampered by the 
unjus tilled bickerings of disgruntled subordi- 
nates. 

The North, though it was in possession of 
every necessary resource, was entirely unpre- 
pared for war. It is true, several States, notably 
Ohio, New York, and Massachusetts, had reor- 
ganized their militia shortly before the war, and 
that the famous war governor of the last-named 
Commonwealth had been sent as an agent to Eu- 
rope to buy munitions; but, on the whole, the 
North was not ready. She had no drilled troops 
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worth ihe mention. That fact was in a large 
measure the cause of the reverse at Manassas. 
The volunteers who had crime forward on the 
first call were officered by men elected by their 
neighbors for any sort of prominence except ex- 
perience and aptitude in military affairs. The 
Three-Months War was beneficial to the North 
in that it increased the standard of the efhciency 
of her volunteer regiments. 

At the beginning of the war the government 
owned but one establishment for manufacturing 
arms, that of Springfield, Massachusetts, which 
had a capacity of only ten thousand guns antiu- 
ally. Everybody set earnestly to work; fiub- 
scriptions from States as well as from citizens 
poured in; men and women vied with those of 
the South in inspiring general enthusiasm; and 
the largest iron-mills were transformed into can- 
non fonndries. At first it was necessary to de- 
pend on purchases in Europe. There was no 
reservoir of military equipment of any sort. The 
destruction of the Gosport Navy-Yard had well- 
nigh demolished xvhat remained of a fleet already 
scattered to the four quarters of the globe. But 
the North possessed a great population of me- 
chanics. Her people had already manifested a 
mechanical genius unequalled among the na- 
tions. Every requisite for manufacture was 
abundantly produced within her own borders. 
The sources of wealth were unlimited. Above 
all, the great wheat fields assured abundant sus- 
lentation for however large an army the exi- 
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gencies of the war might demand. Though th« 
pL^rsonnel of available officers had been greatly 
(leprecialcd by the withdrawal of the men wtios* 
loyalty lo their States carried them over to the 
Confederacy, yet there were left able and ex- 
perienced men and, as events proved, an abutt^ 
dance of the most promising material. 

After his defeat, General McDowell resign*^ 
his command of the Army of the Potomac, bu*^ 
did not thereby lose the respect of his countn'" 
men; nor did he. in his after career, g:ive occa- 
sion for its withdrawal. But the event forced 
tipon the Northern government the need of thor- 
oughly reorganizing the army. Political gen- 
erals—except those like Banks and Butler — were 
now thrust into the background to make room 
for experienced soldiers such as Grant, Sherman, 
Meade, Hooper, Slocum, and Thomas. There 
was daily drilling, the medical department was 
put on a good fooling, the engineer corps was re- 
inforced by trained civil engineers, and a large 
number of woodsmen were secured. The vener- 
able commanding general, Scolt, was retired; 
hia high post was given to McGellan. This 
officer, though his subsequent operations and his 
character gave occasion for serious animadver- 
sions, certainly rendered an immense service to 
the North by the magnificent military organiza- 
tion which he created at the beginning of the 
wan General Meade's verdict that Grant could 
not have accomplished w^hat he did had not Mc- 
Clellan given him the army which be did may 
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be accepted so far as ihe nucleus of the forces 
which compelled Ap pom at ox is concerned- 
Rosccrans, Aii<!erson, W. T. Sherman, Bucll, 
Halkck, and Fremont also assisted in the organi'^ 
zation and discipline of the six hundred thousand 
volunteers who were assembled duriDg the sum- 
mer and autumn of i86u 

When the war — to the South one of defence, 
to the North a struggle to preserve the Union — 
had fairly begun, the Umits of the Confederacy 
were definitely outlined. Prompt action had pre- 
vented the secession of Maryland and Missouri. 
At Paducah Grant, by his promptness in prevent- 
ing the Confederates from gaining a foothold in 
that important point at the mouth of Tennessee 
River, " neutralized the Confederate seizure of 
Columbus," and prevented Kentucky from going 
into the Confederacy. The western portion of 
Virginia belonged no longer to the Old Do- 
minion; but the following States had either 
adopted ordinances of secession and formed the 
Confederate Slates of America, or had been an- 
nexed thereto, in spite of the protests of the 
opponents of separate State action : South Caro- 
lina, Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, 
Texas, North Carolina, Virginia, Tennessee^ 
Arkansas, and Georgia, together with the Indian 
Territory and Arizona. Bn'cfiy^ the frontier of 
this incipient government extended along the 
Potomac westward through the boundary line be- 
tween Kentucky and Tennessee to the Mississippi 
River and, crossing it, through the centre of 
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Missouri to Kansas, Ihence southward to the 
Mexican Gulf. Through a large part of this ex- 
tensive region nowe<i the Mississippi and other 
important streams; it contained numerous spurs 
of the great Appalachian range, and several thou- 
sand miles of sea-coast from the North Atlantic 
to the far-off ports of souihem Texas, and from 
beyond its borders the Confederacy received aid 
and comfort and promises that seemed to presage 
increase in territory and strength. 

Judged from the utterances of her public men, 
California was either tn sympathy with the South 
or in favor of erecting a republic on the Pacific; 
the border States, especially the slave-holding 
States of Maryland^ Kentucky, and Missouri, de- 
aired a central Confederacy and leaned strongly 
to the South; while the North was honey- 
combed with organizations in communication 
with Southern leaders and ready to supply them 
with all the information they could obtain. Be- 
cause of this hidden though active treachery to 
the policy of his administration Liucoin did not 
call an extra session of Congress as soon as he 
wa^ inaugurated. 

The South decided on a policy of defence, and 
in doing so was influenced in no small measure 
by the topography of the country as well as by 
its vast area. Moreover, by keeping her slaves 
at work there was a possibility that she might 
provide for the sustenance of her armies. 

To the North, when affairs at last emerged 
from the nebulous condition of the first few 
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months, il became phin th^t aggression must 
be the policy of an effective plan of military oper- 
ations. The first step to be taken was to open 
up the Mississippi and render the blockade of 
Southern ports effectual. With a reorganized 
navy this was accomplished. Gnnboats were sent 
to the Southern coasts. The second step was to 
penetrate the long frontier; this, also, was done, 
east and west. The third and last, the heart 
of the Confederacy was to be broken by a blow 
at the Middle South, a plan subsequently ma- 
tured by Sherman in his "March to the Sea." 
From the beginning, therefore, the theatre of the 
war was to be the States of Virginia and Ten- 
nessee, States where, at the same lime, a strong 
loyal element was to give rise to a fierce inter- 
necine conflict, a desultory, cowardly guerilla 
warfare that forms one of the darkest chapters 
in the history of that larger and nobler struggle 
which was now absorbing the attention, energies, 
and aspirations of two great peoples. 

What had the South with which to meet the 
vast resources thai the North was able to com- 
mand? A comparatively small population de- 
pending on the North and Europe for commodi- 
ties of subsistence; an evanescent wealth which 
could be replenished only by access to foreign 
markets; abundant courage; and a unanimous 
and an enthusiastic faith in its cause. The South 
had not expected war. The people had hoped 
for either a peaceable secession or a compromise 
enforced by the mere threat of disunion. There 
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was not even tbe nucleus of a military organua- 
lion; that, like the government, had to be cre- 
ated. There were no arms or any other equip- 
ment for warfare. There were no estaWishmcnt* 
for their manufacture. Within the bounds of the 
Confederate States there was but one small 
powder-mill; nor was there any supply of nitre 
or sulphur. In the whole land there was not a 
single machine for the manufacture of percussion 
caps. For these necessaries the South was at 
first wholly dependent upon the North and upon 
Europe. From the former but a small supply- 
was procured. But owing to the fact that the 
Confederate agent reached the European market 
in advance of ihc agent of the United States gov- 
ernment, large contracts for the supply of arms 
and ammunition were placed. Immediately after 
lus inauguration President Davis sent Captain 
Semmes to the North for the purpose of pro- 
curing what supplies he could. The letter of in- 
struction from Mr. Davis 13 interesting as indi- 
cating for what small mercies the Confederate 
government was at first thankful. 



" MOTiTOiVEfiV, Alabawa, F^bruaTy ji, 1B61. 
"Dear Snt,— ^Aa agrnt of Iht Coirftileralf; Sutfs, you are 
atithorized 10 proceed, as bereinafter eci forth> to make 

purchatet and cun[rsF[« (or inadiinny aitd muniljons, or 

for the manufactiirc of arms and muniiiona of war. 

"Of ihc proprielar of the Pt>wder Company, in 

, yni] YtiM probably be able to obtain cjinnon and 



muaket powder — the former to be of the coarsest prain; 
and also to rngnge with him for Ibe cstablishmpm of a 
pcwdcr-niili at £ome point in the liiTiits of utii territory. 
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"The quandEy of powder to be supplied immcdJately iriH 
ncfcd hi4 scuck. on hand, and Chc nrrangenienl fnr [nrlher 
stipply ihould, if possible he by manufnciure in oar own 
lerritory- if ihii j^ not praclicable, inrans mu5l be wught 
ior further shipments, from any and aLl aourcea ^^'hich are 
Feliibk- 

"At tbc arat^nal at Washington you will And an arti»n 

namnl , who has brought ihr i^ap-iniking macbmr |o 

itG present sxila of efficiency, and who mii^hl furniEh a cap- 
luadiinr and accuinpanj it [q direct ils operarions. H nol 
in lhi&, I hope you may in some other woy be Able to obtain 
a E^p-machinr with lillle delay, and have it wnt to the 
Mount Vernon Arwnfi], Albany^ 

" Wff sh-iH require a manufaclory for fricl ion-prime Ts, 
and T°u willt H possible, induce some capable person to 
F^taHUli one in our country. The demand of the Confed- 
erate States will be the inducement in this as in the case 
of the powder-mil] proposed. 

"A short lime since, the most improved machinery for 
the manufacture of rifles, intended for [he Harper's Ferry 
AnnorY. was, it was said, for gale by the manufacturer. 
If it be !io at this time, you will procure it for ibis govern- 
ment, and use the needful precaution in relation to its 

irantporUEJoii. Mr. ^, of (he Harper's Ferry 

Armory, can give you all the information in that connec- 
tion ivbicPi you may require. Mr. Ball, the master armorpr 
at Harper's FcTfy. is willing to accept service under our 
govern men [, and could proba.b1y bring wtlh him skilled 
workmen. If we get the machinery, thb wilL be importanL 

"Machinery for grooving uriiskeEs and heavy guns is, I 
hope, to be purchased ready made. If not, you will con- 
EricE for ■!!< manufacture and dvFivFry. You will endeavor 
to obtain the most improved shot for rifled cannon, and 
persons skilled in the prrparalfon of that and other Aired 
ammunition. Captain C, W. Smith and Captain Lovdl. late 
of the United Stales army, and now of New York Oly, may 
aid you in your task; and you will please say lo them 
that we will be happy to have (heir services m our army. 

"Ydk will make such inquiries as your varied knowled^ 
wtII snggett in rebtion lo the supply of guns of different 
dlibers, eapeci^Llly the larireat, I suggest the advantage, if 
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to be obLjtintd. of haviiig a few of the Eftctti-mcb gam, 
}\kt the one cAft at Pitttburg. 

" [ have not nought to prescribe so as to limjl your in- 
quiries, either a to objecls or place, but only tn soggesl 
for your rcHetlion and consideralion the points which have 
chanced to come iindef my observation. Vou will use your 
djscrelion in vi^iltng p].-Le» tvhcre infonnation of persons 
or things is to be obtained for the furtherance of the object 
in view. Any canlracts wijll he sent lo the Hon. L. P. 
Walker, Secretary ot War, for his approval; and the con- 
tractor need nor fear that delay will be eocmintered in the 
action of ihia government. 

" Very respeclfully yours, etc, 

"jEFTtasoN Datis," 



The charge laid against John B, Floyd, who 
was Secretary of War under Buchanan, of having 
taken advantage of the opportunity afforded by 
his office to supply the Soulh with arms, might 
lead one to infer that the South was well supplied 
with weapons, but the charge was in itself false, 
and the assertion that the South was withotit 
modern or sufficient weapons for even the pre- 
limiuar)' campaigns of Ihe war between the sec- 
tions cannot be disproved. 

The atalcment was, however, generally be- 
lieved during the war. Even a Southern his- 
torian like Pollard said that Floyd " had by a 
single order eilecied the transfer of one Inindred 
find fifteen thousand improved muskets and rifles 
from the Springfield Armory and Walertown 
Arsenal to different arsenals at the South. Add- 
in|t to these the number of arms distributed by 
the I'edcral government to the States in pre- 
ceding years of our history, and those purchased 
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by the States and citizens, it was safdy estimated 
that the South entered upon the war with one 
hundred and fifty thousand small-arms of the 
most approved pattern and the best in the 
world/' This is the only instance we know of in 
which a Southern historian unduly magnifies the 
advantage of his side. The report made Febru- 
ary 18, t86t, hy the House Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, of which Stanton was the chairman, 
indicates the true nature of those " improved 
muskets/' One hundred and Hve thousand of 
them were condemned fire-arms which were 
offered for sale to the States at two dollars each- 
Ordnance officers had reported that the govern- 
ment would do well to get rid of them at any 
price. They were purchased by one Belknap, 
■whose plan was to sell the muskets in Europe. 
But few of them found iheir way to the South, 
and they were sent there during the spring of 
i860 for storage. At this time Floyd was not a 
secessionist. The insinuation is that the alleged 
action by Floyd was part of a conspiracy to se- 
cede existing among^ the Southern leaders, a the- 
ory which has no warrant in established facts. 
The charge that Floyd tried to arm the unfin- 
ished Southern forts with heavy ordnance should 
be laid at the door of the lobbyists of the Pitts- 
burg iron -founders. The motive which brought 
about the manufacture of this ordnance is found 
not in a conspiracy to arm the South, hut in the 
enterprise of the iron-founders of the North- 
That they were prepared for deUvery before the 
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forts at Ship Island and Galveston were finished 
was owing lo the fact that the manufacturers 
were to receive their pay for the ordnance oniy 
when it reached its destination^ therefore, quick 
delivery was to their interest. The guns, how- 
ever, were never shipped, the order for their de- 
livery being rescinded by Acting Secretary Holt. 
So far were the Southern States from making 
preparation for armed rebelhon that in i860 they 
did not even make requisition for, nor did they 
receive, their full quota of new arms. 

Truly, the South before going to war did not 
" sit down first and count the cost." She sprang 
incontinently into the conflict, and then prepared 
for its continuance. Ail the vessels of the navy, 
with one or two insignificant exceptions, re- 
mained with the United States. Commanders 
who were Southern in birth and sympathy, and 
who determined to cast in their lot with the Con- 
federacy, first look their ships into Northern 
ports. President Davis, though honoring the 
senliment. remembered with regret "how much 
was lost by their view of what their honor and 
duty demanded." It is a sigTtal proof of their 
devotion to the cause that they offered them- 
selves for any position in its service, leaving, virith 
empty hands, posts which had become endeared 
by association and in which future recognition 
was assured. 

Whatever may be our opinion as to the judg- 
ment of these men. it is impossible to doubt 
their sincerity. We may unquestionably take it 
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for granted that the men who followed the for- 
tunes of the South were actuated by priticiple, 
A man dop5 not change his alleg^iance, when to 
do so provides no prospects of gain and does 
f>pen a possibility of loss, for other than what he 
deems lo be honorable motives. The wilhdrawaJ 
of three hundred and twenty-one sece*^sionist offi- 
cers for a short time seriously crippled the Union 
navy. It is true that three hundred and fifty 
Southern men remained in the navy and did 
effective service. Of this number were Farragut 
and Jenkins. Of the naval officer who threw in 
his ]ot with that of the Confederacy, Admiral 
Semmes truly said : 

"His proFcs^Jon nras his nnly forlunc: he drpmdfd upon 
it for the meaits of dobsistme himself and family. U he 

rtmainr^d wlicrc lir waSj a comprlency for life, and promo- 
tions* and honors, probably awaiied him: if ht went wiUi 

Ifac SouTh. a dark, uncrrUin FuftiTc wns bpforp him; hf 
ecu Id not possibly bctrcr his candilion. and. if the Soulli 
failed, ht would h;ive ihrown away (b? labor of fl lifctimc- 

Tbe struHKic was hard in other rcspecJa." 



It is alleged that Union vessels were incapaci- 
tated for service in the cause of the North by 
the fact that Isaac Toucey, of Connecticut, who 
was Secretary of the Navy under Buchanan, had 
designedly placed Ihem in Ear-olT seas. But that 
this was of malice aforethought, done in the in- 
teresl of secession, there is no positive evidence. 
On the other hand, it is true that the navy was 
not so ordered as to protect the interests of the 
North. Some of the vessels were on the coast 
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of Africa, and did not reach home until Septem-i 
ber, 1861. In fact, the United States navy was 
scattered over the seas iti accordance with nor- 
mal custom in a time of peace, and the only safe 
conclusion b tliat, even when secession was 
threatened, war had not been expected 

The naval resources and manufacturing facili- 
ties of the United Slates at the outbreaking o£ 
the Civil War were far from being adequate to 
the demands made upon them. In point of fact, 
the government " had not one establishment 
where a shaft could be made for steamers or 
a plate for ironclads/' There were about Bix 
thousand seamen afloat tn the United States ser- 
viccH The vessels were greatly inferior to those 
of European navies. Probably ninc-tenlhs of 
them would have been quite useless in meeting 
battle-ships of the same class and tonnage be- 
long^ing to almost any other nation. Of the 
ninety vessels belonging to the United States in 
i86i, no more than forty-two were in commis- 
sion; there were twenty-seven others available; 
the rest were unserviceable. Counting those 
which were immediately put into commission, 
the United Slates could muster a fleet of sixty- 
nine vessels mounting one thousand seven hun- 
dred and eighty-three guns. The close of the 
struggle found the United States, to the alarm 
of Europe, in possession of five hundred and 
eighty-eight war-ships, including steamers for 
coast service and inland purposes, side-wheelers, 
screw- and sailing-ships. Yet in spite of what 
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was actually achieved m the way of construct- 
ing a navy, Secretary Welles wrote, as late as 
1S64: " Our country, who^c strength and power 
nnist cause her to be identified with and main- 
tained by her n^vy, and which possesses in such 
abundance the means of creating and stistaining 
one, has not, in all the navy-yards combined, the 
appHances possessed by single estabhshnients jn 
England and France." 

It is difficult, without serious consideration, to 
grasp the extent of the sea-coast which the gov- 
ernment of the United States undertnak to effec- 
tively blockade. Stretching' from Alertandria, 
Virginiaf down rivers, bays, the ocean, and the 
Gulf to the Rio Grande, in Texas, it represented 
more than three thousand five hundred miles 
and almost two hundred river and harbor open- 
ings. 

^ft The government required, in addition to fleets 
^H necessary to enforce the blockade, ships to 
^J pursue blockade-runners and privateers. This 
^B demand created unexampled activity and demon- 
^■fltrated the futility of relying on private ship- 
^Bbuilding, Measures were therefore immediately 
taken by the government at Washington to pur- 
chase everything afloat that could be bought. 
Immediately there began the construction of 
war-vessels which were equipped for the service 
required of them with all the latest devices. 
Among these was that " immense river fleet, 
composed of river 3teamf>oat rams, ironclads, tin- 
clad&, and mortar boats," which did such eflicient 
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service at Donelson, Vicksburgj New Orleans, 
and Richmond. 

Just what the result would have been had Cali- 
fornia followed the lead of her Congressmen at 
the beginning of the war and joined the South, 
it is hard to say. That the position ol the South 
would have been greatly strengfthened by her 
acce^iou cannot be doubted, for the task of the 
United States navy, as well as its army, would 
have been tremendously increaseJ. Along the 
great lakes there was little serious trouble. It is 
true the representatives of the South in Canada, 
emulating the example of John Brown and of the 
engineers of the " underground railroads" of 
earlier days, made expeditions across the borders, 
which at SL Albans, Vermont, proved serious; 
but These operations, on Che whole, were by land 
and not by v^ater. But of course il was neces- 
sary to protect the lakes, and towns like Buf' 
£aJo, at one time seemingly threatened, felt safer 
by reason of the presence of gunboats on the 
lake£. 

Over against the naval equipment of the 
Union, what had the Confederacy? The question 
has been answered thus: 



' Tlw Confedorin SuK« had ai tbax tfivo^T ^ small 
number oi ttunni oficcn; same of ihac, [dec BttdiaLun, 
ScmoKA, Bromi, Uifin, bkI BnnLL, mre mea of cxtrv^r- 
^amrj profr^wnml qulilia: but cxcrpt its o&ccn. Ihc 
ConEnhriit goT^nwnwn hud osdnis in ihe iiupv of a 
»t7 It bad mt a skdglc iki^-tfil-«ttr, ll h>d do ahun' 
dap< 0Rt ol mtf-chuit-TTfrvU in ha pcra iraa irtiicli la 
4rftw rtaitm*^ It tH»d ao Kame^ for in fco^le ^tn not 
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giT^n to srafaring pursuits. Its only ship-yarcb were No'- 

folk and Pensacola, Norfolk, with ita immense aupplks of 
ordnance iind equipment wa« indenl v;iIu;j1>]i^ - hul thnugh 
ihe three hundred Dahlgrtn i^iin^ captured in the yard were 
a pcrniimpnt acquisition, ihc yard ilscif was lost when [h« 
war was one- fourth over. The South was without any 
large Tore? of skilled mechanics, and such as it had were 
early summoned to the army. . . . Worst of oil, there Wii 
no rsw material, i^xcept ihi? limber that wu standios m the 
forests. Under these circumstances, no general plan of 
naval policy on a large scale could be carried out, anj ihc 
conflict on the Southern ^dc became a species of partisan, 
deiuUory warfare/' 

Nevertheless, the Confederate States went 
bravely to work to supply ils needs. Secret acts 
of its Congress were passed on May 11, 1861, 
FoMowiJig which agents went to England, to the 
North, and to Canada, with authority to pur- 
chase vessels for the South, Only xn the first- 
named country, however, were tliey successful. 
Steps were then taken by the Confederate Stales 
to construct ironclads, the first result of which 
was the raising and plating of the renowned 
"Mcrrimac" (''Virginia"), which caused such 
con si er nation to the North. 

When the United States began building gun- 
boats, skilled mechanics were sent from the 
South with instructions to obtain work on the 
boats which were under construction in Si. 
Louis, The result was that the Confederate 
authorities very early obtained accurate infor- 
mation as to the number, strength, and probable 
destination of the gunboats, and immediately 
directed the preparation of such defences of the 
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Mississippi AM might cope with the fleet from the 
northward. 

£y August 2j, 1S62, in relation to the criti' 
cisms which followed the fall of New Orleans 
and the deslmction of the " Merrimac" in Hamp- 
ton Roads by her own crew. Secretary Mallory 
conld report that his department had established 
eighteen yards for building war-vesBeIs> had buUt 
twelve war-ships, had purchased or otherwise 
acquired and converted to war-vessels forty- 
four, and had then under construction thirty- 
two. 

As the Southern States one after another se- 
ceded, their first care was to take possession of 
the government property situated within their 
territory. From the standpoint of their belief 
in the right to withdraw from the Union, this 
action was perfectly justifiable. The sites on 
which these properties were situated had been 
ceded to the central government with the under- 
standing that they should revert to the respec- 
tive States when no longer used for their pro- 
tection or benefit. The properties themselves 
had been created by means of a revenue derived 
from every part of the Union. Conse(|uenUy, 
the South, in dissolving partnership with the 
Northern States, desired to adjust matters ami- 
cably with reference to these public possessions. 
That there could be no question in the minds of 
either or both the parties (granting the right to 
secede) as to the ownership of the sites is shown 
by many public documents relative to the cession 
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of Guch lands. As an example, wc will quote an 
Act of the State o{ Virginia in reference to Old 
point Comfort apd the Rip Raps: 

"WhewlAS, it is shown lo the prescm Gowrnl AsBcmWy 
(hst the government of IhE United Stal&t h wiliciioui ihat 
cenain brnJs aL Old Point Comfort, and al ihc nhoals 
called the Kip Rap^ should be. with the ri^t of property 
and entire jnrigdiclion llierwn. vested in the said United 
States for the parpo&e o£ fortification and other objci^ts o£ 
national defence : 

"Be it enacted by the General Aaaembly, that it ahaU be 
lawful Lnd proper for the governor of thiB Common weaUh» 
by conveyance oT deeds in writing under his hand and seal 
of the Stale, to traiuf^, assign, and make over unto the 
said United Slates the right of praperty and title, as well 
as all the juriadietion which this Camnionwealth possesses 
over the lands and shoal at Old Point Comfort and the Kip 
Raps: 

"And be it further enacted. Thai, should Ihe 4aid United 
States at any time abandon the Baid lands and shoal, or 
ap|iraprLaIc them to any other purpoK5 than those indi- 
cated in the preamble lo this act. that then and in that case, 
the same *hall revert lo and revest in thi^ Common wealth-" 

I 

The Souihem StateSj on seceding, wished and 
sought, a^ we saw in the case of South Carolina, 
to treat with the Federal government in regard 
to the equitable adjustment of the value of the 
public properties situated upon lands thus (as 
they held) reverting to them. And there is no 
reason for thinking that this was not done in 
good faith and, at first, in the belief that such an 
adjustment might be made. But the position 
taken by the Republican party of the North pro- 
hibited it. 

Thereupon the Confederacy seized and appro- 
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priatetl to hs own use and defence all nation^ 
properties situated within th*^ bounds of the se- 
ceding States, This included the revenue cuUer 
'* William Aiken,"' a boat of ninety tons and 
armed with one forty-two pounder pivot gun; 
the revenue cutter "Lewis Cass;" Ihe steamer 
"Ida;" the " McClellan." carrying five guns; 
and a few other small and unimportant vessels. 
The "Fulton," a war steamer carrying three 
guns, had been wrecked off Pensnicola, and was 
rebuilt by the Southern government. Alto- 
gcCher, the ten vessels seized by the Confed- 
eracy, and forming the nucleus of its navj', which 
soon became so formidabfe, contained an arma- 
ment of not more than fifteen g^ms. 

The Confederate States obtained by seizure 
the munitions of war found in Charleston Harbor 
and hi the other ports and forts on the Soulbem 
coast. These in themselves were by no means 
inconsiderable. Bui, considering the magnitude 
of the enterprise upon which the South had en- 
tered, the vastly superior preparations of the 
North, and her stupendous resources, the nucleus 
of warlike equipment in the hands of the Con- 
federacy in the fall of 1861 was most pitiably 
small. 

Moreover, the industrial organization of the 
South was in every way unfavorable to the prose- 
cution of her cause. Her staple products were 
cotton and tobacco. The former, a source of im- 
mense weahh though it was, was rendered use- 
less by the effective blockade established by the 
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North, The whole system of agriculture had to 
be changed in order that the land might support 
her army and population. This was but slowly 
accomphshed, because of the (act that the people 
held to the conviction that the war would be of 
short duration. Consequently the South was 
Boon in possession of vast stores of her staple 
product^ which could not be turned into money, 
and at the same time she was suffering for lack 
of the necessaries of subsistence. This condition 
was largely influential in the find resulL 

Then, too» the facilities for transportation 
were very meagre in the South. The rail- 
roads were few in number and were in the 
habit of depending on Northern foundries and 
machine-shops for their rails and rolling stock. 
At the opening of hostilities this supply was, 
of course, immediately cut ofT. The skilled em- 
ployees of the railroads were nearly all Norliiem 
men, and the greater part of them left their 
situations at the commencement of the war. 

Never was a country so totally unprepared to 
fight its battles. And the rapidity with which 
the South created out of nothing so efficient a 
military organization as she did is perhaps the 
most striking feature of the great struggle. Tt 
evidenced a. courage, a determination, and an 
absolute devotion to their cause on the part of 
the people nothing less than marvellous. 

The Southern Congress, in retaliatory re- 
sponse to the Act of the North by which the 
property and estates of all those aiding in 
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the " insurrection*" were confiscated, passed a 
measure of sequestration. This included the 
estates and property of all alien enemies. It 
applied, also, to the debts which had been in- 
curred by Southern people to Northern mer- 
chants. The extent to which the South profiled 
by this Act may be seen from the following, 
which is copied from the Rkhmond Despatch of 
September 24: 

"We have seen it cstiniaUd that under Ihe npcraiion of 
the Sequestration Act of The Confederate Congress, from 
fififcn to thirty mil][ani oi dotlaTs mlII pas9 into ihc cus- 
tody of ihf Confederate receivers in Virginit The eati- 
maLr strjk» us as modtraLe. It is vrell Itnown that ncp-dy 
all the merchant? of our cities, lown?, and villages were in 
(he h*bil of purchaiing Ihtir slock in the North. Even 
though a small portion of the merchants of the jntcriur faid 
in their goods in Richmond, alii], inasmuch as the Rith- 
niond merchants bought Ihe largest portion of their goods 
from New York, the result was the same a^ if the country 
merchants had a\\ gone directly to the dty. The war came 
on in April, just after ihe season when the merchants had 
laid in their spring sapplies of goods from the Konh. Very 
few of ihcic goods were purfhased for cash The clliitOiTl 
of trade was to buy on credit, and nearly all these goods 
ttcrc bought on Ihc usual (emifl of six months' time Thus 
the war opened on an indebledne^g from Virginia (and 
dauhtlc^l the case was the «amc with all Ihe Southern 
States) 10 the North equal to the loial of the spring pur- 
chajir-'^ of her merchants. This indeblednes; was au^menled 
l>y the whole amount of otd debts of prior sutijiiig, which 
hqd resulted from a course of business that had existed for 
a lon^ train of years. From these considerations we are 
inclined to put the indcblrdness from Virginia lo the North 
on mercantile account at a very high fi^re. We do not 
think it can be leu than twenty millions. For that portion 
ot ihe State not overrun by the enctny we suppose \i to 
bo t\ Inst fifteen millioos." 
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The weakness of the South was its lack of 
endurance. It placed in Ihe field at the outset ati 
army sufficiently large for the purpose of resist- 
ing invasion of short duration. Ac first there 
were plenty of volunteers ; in fact, the contention 
among the men of the South in the first year of 
the war was not as to who should ga, but as to 
who should slay at home. But the South ex- 
hausted herself in the outset. It is true a very 
larg-e proportion of whites were able to take up 
arms because ihey could with security leave the 
slaves to cultivate their fields and care for theJr 
homes, but the very eagerness of [:ilijens to vol- 
unteer hastened defeat, for the supply of recruits 
was far from being inexhaustible. Even the 
North recruited from itself down to the dregs; 
the Fate of the South was determined by its far 
smaller population. 

In regard to the men who ied the Confederate 
army, they are thus characterized by " An Eng- 
lish Combatant;" 



" Who are our ffCTierBlj, thoaffht I, walkina; aboat and 
fn^diUCing; our m«i arc as brave as steel, but who are 10 
lead Ihcm? Our b**l officers arc from the old armj, yd 
none of Ihem held higher rank than that of colonel, R. E- 
Lfp wa« in the cavalry, and viss a IJeiilcnant-coloncI ; Jo- 
seph E- Johnston was quinermaner-gener^l, und ranked is 
liempnant'colonel ; Beauregard has t*pn major of engi- 
neers; Evana, Longatrect, and others did not rank higher 
(ban major of cavalry or infantry, and had *ieen but Ulllc 
Ecrvic*, excepi on the Jronricr among the Indians: Bragg 
wa? a r^cired caplain of artillery; T. J. Jackwn was Pro* 
feiMT of Mathcmaticji and of Tactics in the Universitr of 
Virginia; D, H. Hill was a lawyer; Polk^ an Episc^ral 
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bishc^ in Louisiana, etc Thi2 wa^ all Ihc tal<^nt wc tafldt 
And much of h wb« only &flid lo be ' promising/ Gcurr^l Lf^ 
WAS at Richmond, acting as Secretary of War; GenctAt 
Cooper was ihpTe a^so as adjutaul-Bciieral ; Bragg and 
Polk w*re in Tcnnciscr and Johnstan in tht Valley; 
Beauregard ivas alone at Manassas, having Evans. Ewell, 
Longsireel, and a frw Icis known names, as subordinates iu 
tfa« approaching Elruggle.'^ 

We may say. in conclusion, therefore, that if 
the war fmiml the NoTlh in a state of unpre- 
paredness, it Found the 5outh in an even worse 
plight. Wholly dependent on agricuhure. and 
obUged to look to the North and Europe for all 
the neceflsaries of life, the Confederacy soon 
found that men are useless unless provided with 
arms. Accordingly, the one hundred and fifty 
thousand soldiers who. east and west of the Mis- 
sissippi River, in the early part of 1861 flocked 
to the standard of the Confederate States, could 
not be provided with the simplest means of self- 
defence, not lo mention other munitions of mod- 
ern warfare; yet, like some of the crusaders of 
old, they appeared to imagine that all these 
would he given them by miracle. 

But the age of miracles was past, ai^d no one 
realized the fact more keenly than the more 
practical leaders of the Southern government- 
How these men wrought something out of noth- 
ing; how they gave to an infantry accoutre- 
ments, simple and rude at times, to be sure, but 
serviceable and well enough adapted to their use 
to enable the Confederate soldier to win univer- 
sal admiration; how a cavalry without arms or 



I 



I 



M 






^<^ 



vK#^Jir^ f-H^^-j J ^ / 



iici 







UfJ ILK hkllM JurriUSIIN UAVJlt lO p^ C. JOMNUUH 



'>*t_t 












t^P^C-rO 



■^' 






PREPARATIONS FOR THE CONFLICT 337 

equipment was furnished with these necessaries 
of war; how the armies of a country with no fac- 
tories, laboratories, mines, or foundries secured 
artillery, powder, caps, and bullets; how this 
government, whose people had few skilled arti- 
sans, constructed a fleet; in a word, how, thrown 
on its own resotfrces, it was able to maintain for 
four years the greatest war of modem times, Is 
one of the problems of history. It was because 
these Southern men were Americans — because, 
after all, they, too, were ** Yankees" fo the core, 
inventive, resourceful, courageous — that they 
were able to do these things. 

It is well to remember, also, that at the South, 
as contrasted with the North, the arsenals had 
been used as depots, and only the one at Fayelte- 
viUe, North Carolina, had any machinery at all. 
The work of preparing war material, with the ex- 
ception of what was done at Harper's Ferry, had 
been wholly performed at the North. " Nm an 
arm/' says Jefferson Davis, "not a gun, not a 
gun-carriag"e» and, except during the Mexican 
War, scarcely a round of ammunition had been 
prepared in the Confederate States." (" Rise and 
Fall of the Confederate Government," voL i. p, 
4^. J There were no skilled workmen, of 
course, and conse(|ueutiy no powder, except the 
coarser sort used in blasting, was produced in 
the South. It lacked saltpetre, it lacked lead. It 
lacked copper, it lacked iron, it lacked leather, 
it lacked money — it lacked everything. And yet 
in a short time all these were found, — copper for 
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field artillery ; percussion caps; saltpetre for the 
manufacture of gunpowder; lead for cartridges; 
iron for guns and machinery; leather for shoes, 
for harness; and, in fact, everything else that 
was required to carry on a long struggle was 
forthcoming. 

Until Fort Sumter was fired on, powder was 
bought at the North; but afterwards the South 
had to depend upon her own resources or on the 
precarious methods employed by Wockade- run- 
ners. Battle-fields were gleaned for lead and 
small-arms. Soon, however, the Tredegar Iron- 
Works were turning out artillery at Richmond, 
and sword-bayonets were being made at Fayette- 
viUCh North Carolina. There was, also, a salt- 
petre refinery at Nashville, Tennessee, which util- 
ized the nitre found there and in the caves of 
that State, It is true that a lead-mine existed 
in Virginia^ but it was in an unsafe region, as 
were also the only blast-furnaces south of Rich- 
mond, — those in cast Tennessee and Virginia. 
The progress of development, however, appears 
to have been steady, and soon there were two 
small powder-mills in South Carolina, one near 
Raleigh, North Carolina, and a fourth in New 
Orleans, where powder was manufactured until 
the fall of that city. Then, again, the government 
of the Confederacy took the initiative and con- 
structed powder-mills in Augusta, Georgia, and 
elsewhere. The chemical works of the govern- 
ment were located at Charlotte, North Carolina, 
and on the Cape Fear River, in the same State, 
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Ihe Confederacy maintained a fishery in order to 
procure oil. The chief armories were at Rich- 
mond and Fayetteville, but ihe whole South was 
organized into districts, each presided over by an 
ordnance officer, and nitre, old iron^ lead, and 
other material were carefully collected. But in 
spite of its nitre and inining bureau, in spite of 
every exertion made to arm and equip the 3plen- 
did soldiery it sent to the fronts the South suf- 
fered great hardship — a hardship that is scarcely 
conceivable. The whole country was a huge Val- 
ley Forge. 

Much reliance was, of course, placed on the 
blockade- runners- These vessels were small, 
low, compactly built craft, using fuel that made 
little smoke. On account of the dangers of navi- 
gatioHn Albemarle Sound, off the coast of North 
Carolina, was selected as the base of their opera^ 
tions, and Wilmington as their port. Plying be- 
tween that point and the West Indies, with 
depots at Nassau and Havana^ (he blockade- 
runners usually carried six or seven hundred 
bales of cotton and brought back in return muni- 
tions of war and other necessaries. 

The Confederacy was greatly aided by the 
above methods. To them ought to be added 
appropriations made by Several States and the 
general government itself i cotton loans, paper 
money, and bonds of the States and the Con- 
federate States, to say nothing of private munifi- 
cence, for money, plate, personal property — 
everything owned by private persons — were 
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IrBdj giTCT for what was consiclcrcd the gen- 
cial goo<i WhoJc rcgirooxts were sometirocs 
eqtnpped at private expense, while every soldier 
V2S gUd to fumUh hi^ own hoi^c a^ well 3^ his 
own attontremcnts. Manjr took their borfjr ser- 
vants with them, and the&e became iue£ul id fell- 
ing trees and throwing up breastworks, a work 
that the Federal govemixient sought to interfere 
with by dedaring free all slaves so empJojed. 
Just why the blacks were ool armed bj Southern 
men can never be satisfactorily explained- It is 
said ibat General Lee ad>-ised it, but thai Davis 
set his face against the proposition- 
In the efforts of the Sonth its women displayed 
great heroism ^ by every means they encouraged 
and supported those who fought for the Stars and 
Bars. They endured privation- they suSered 
from bitter want with earnest and uncomplaining 
courage- Old clothing was turned and returned 
for the growing children; thorns and pegs were 
employed as pins; china-berries and persimmon 
seeds were converted into buttons; snbstjcnies, 
including rye^ were found for tea and co£rce; 
and countless other inventions were created by 
the necessities of the times. Every loom on the 
plantation was set to work; shoes, stockings, 
and clothing were made lor those in the field as 
well as those at home. Every effort was made to 
aid the cause of the South. 

It was this popular devotion to a cause — hesi- 
tatingly embraced by the majority of Southern- 
ers, but once espoused faithfully adhered 
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that was the life of the Confederacy, The full 
strength of this enthusiasm was not reached until 
the Northern armies crossed the Potomac, The 
whole South flew to arms in defence of home 
and fireside, and the logic of events proved 
stronger than any theoretical arguments based 
on the logic of Coustilullonal law. War had 
come. It must be foug-ht until the last man fell 
in the ditch. Thus, to the Southerner the strug- 
gle once entered upon became a fight for life— 
a resistance to invaders. 
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The Confederate generals were severely criti- 
cised both by contemporary journalists and by 
historians of (lie South for not having followed 
the victory at Bui! Run by marching on Washing- 
ton. Pollard declares that " for days there was 
nothing to oppose them but an utterly demoral- 
ized army intent upon a continuance of their 
flight at the approach of our forces," He pic- 
tures the enemy " still cowed, dispirited, and 
trembling for his safety in the refuges of Wash- 
ington," But it is very apparent that this view 
of the case minimizes the difficulties which were 
dearly seen by the leaders of the Confederate 
forces. Had success in such an undertaking ap- 
peared to any degree possible, the failure on the 
part of Johnston and Beauregard to attempt it 
would be unpardonable from the Southern stand- 
point ; for such a demonstration in the Northern 
capital would have had, on the combatants and 
on the rest of the world, a moral effect so great 
as possibly to have decided the ultimate issue. 
But Johnston declares that " all the military con- 
ditions we knew forbade an attempt on Washing- 
ton." He cites the facts that the Confederate 
army was no less disorganized than that of the 

Union J the raw troops were unprepared for 
442 
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marching or assailing intrenchmenls ; they were 
in want of necessary rations and ammunitvon; 
moreover, the fortifications to be assailed wer^? 
manned by undefeated troops^ and the Potomac 
was stronglv defended by United States war- 
vessels. These reasons, which convinced Jolin- 
ston of the impracticability of the attack, also 
reassured the Federal generals (though not Sec- 
retary Stanton) of the safety of Washington, 
Cameron telegraphed to New York : " Our works 
on the south Iwink of the Potomac arc imprcg- 
nable, being well manned with reinforcements. 
The capital is safe." 

During the rest of the summer the two great 
armies which faced each other in the valley of 
Virginia remained inactive, though each em- 
ployed the lime in the drilling of recruits and 
effective preparations for future work. The 
Southern aide was enlivened by a quarrel be- 
tween President Davis and General Johnston 
over a question of precedence affecting the latter. 
Jealousies and disputes of this nature continued 
among the Southern leaders, to the great detri- 
ment of their cause. 

During the period of inactivity between the 
armies in Virginia a lively little war was being 
carried on in the valley of the Mississippi. The 
principal scene of these hostilities was Missouri, 
where in May a severe political conflict, tn which 
physical force was brought iarg^ely into play, was 
waged f^r the possession of the State. Gov- 
ernor Jackson's attempt to carry Missouri into 
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the Confederacy wa^ frustrated by the a<froitness 
and determination of F, P. BiaJr, Jr., and General 
Lyon, of the Federal army. On the 15th of June 
Governor Jackson issued a proclamaiion calling 
for fifty thousand volunteers to enter *' into the 
service of the State for the purpose of repelling 
invasion/' The governor was actuated by a de- 
termination to insist upon Missouri's right to 
take her own course in the n^itional dispute. He 
moved the capital to Boonville, on the south 
bank of the Missouri River, General Lyon fol- 
lowed him on the joth of June with seven thou- 
sand Federal troops. These were met by a small 
forge of Missourians, — a " barefoot brigade," — 
who were defeated, but not until they had shown 
that they were of good fighting metnl. 

The first engagement of any importance was 
that of Carthage. The Federal troops were 
under the command of General Sigel and Gen- 
eral Lyon^ The brave and popular General Price 
led the men of Missouri. Sigcl was without cav- 
alry. Price was deficient in artillery. What few 
cannon the Missourians possessed, they were 
obliged> for want of better ammunition, to load 
with trace-chains, bits of iron, and rocks. When 
Sigel first saw the Missourian troops coming 
against him, he sneered at their lack of discipline. 
They came into line like a worm fence. But after 
a while he exclaimed ** Great God, was the like 
ever seen ! Raw recruits, unacquainted with war, 
standing their ground like veterans, hurling de- 
fiance at every discharge of the batteries against 
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them, and chcEring their own batteries whenever 

discharged. Such material, properly worked up, 
would constitute the best troops in the world/* 
Victory was with the Missourians; and though 
the loss ol men was not great on either side, what 
was of more importance, from the spoils of vic- 
tory they provided themselves with much-needed 
arms. 

By the first of August, 1861, Price had been 
reinforced by McCulloch with a small division of 
regular Confederate soldiers, while Lyon and 
Sigel had made a conjunction. The two armies 
sought each other, and on the 9th of August 
they collided at Wilson's Creek. General Mc- 
CulJoch's official report ol this engagement says, 
" No two opposing forcea ever fought with 
greater desperation; inch by inch the enemy 
gave way^ and were driven from their position. 
Totten's battery fell back; Missourians, Arkan- 
sans, Louisianians, and TcHans pushed forward; 
the mcessant roll of musketry was deafening and 
the balls fell thick as hailstones; but still our 
gallant Southerners pushed onward, and with 
one wild yell broke upon the enemy, pushing 
them back and strewing the ground with their 
dead. Nothing could withstand the impetuosity 
of our final charge. The enemy fled and could 
not again be rallied." This was a severe and dis- 
couraging blow to the Federal forces. They lost 
not far from two thousand in killedp wounded, 
and prisoners. The brave chief-in-command, 
Major- General Lyon, was among the killed^ 
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The ConfeUerates gained here also larg'c supplies 
of anus and ammunition. 

In the mean time General Fremont had been 
appointed by (he Federal admiral miration to take 
command of the Missouri departmem. Ht: re- 
solved to establish a military line from Cape 
Girardeait, on the Mississippi, through Ironton 
and Rolla, to Jefferson City on the Missouri- In 
this workf however, he was hampered by the 
strong secessionist element which prevailtd. 
Being a radical Republican, and a man not distin- 
guished by any noticeable degree of tact, he re- 
solved on a dictatorial measure which gave the 
authorities in Washington much trouble and re- 
sulted in his own downfall. He issued a procla- 
malion (August 30. 1861) confiscating the 
properly " of all persons in the State of Mis- 
souri who shall take up arms against the United 
States, or who shall be directly proved to have 
taken an active part with their enemies in the 
field" Their slaves, if they had any, were de- 
clared free men. In accordance with this procla- 
mation, he set up a bureau of manumission, and 
gave papers of freedom to the slaves. How little 
consideration Fremont gave to the lawfulness and 
expediency of this action is shown by his letter 
to J-incoln, in which he says. " In the night I 
Uecided upon the proclamation. I wrote it the 
next morning" and printed it the same day. I did 
it without consultation or advice from any one." 

Of course, the abohlionists and the radical Re- 
publicans of the North entirely approved of Fre- 
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mont's action, Lincoln, however, Ihongh it was 
not his habit to insist upon particular regard 
for the cligTiity and precedents of his office, was 
not yet ready to endorse emancipation. More- 
over, he was endeavoring to aid the Unionist 
citizens of Kentucky in retaining the loyalty of 
that State. He knew that this proclamation 
would be likely to defeat this object. There^ 
fore, he requested Fremont to modify the ob- 
jectionable paragraph so as to bring it into 
accord with the Confiscation Act of Congress, 
approved August 6. The caution and gentle- 
ness with which Lincoln dealt with Fremont's 
arrogant act is characteristic of the man. Never- 
theless, Sumner wrote: "Our President is now 
dictator, imperator, which you will; but how 
vain to have the power of a god and not to 
use it godlike," A terrible dissension arose in 
the Repubhcan party over this matter. A large 
and growing number in the North wanted aboli- 
tion outright and immediate, and were bitterly 
disappointed that their President did not follow 
Fremont's lead. George Hoadleyn afterwards 
governor of Ohio, wrote to Secretary Chase : 



"Our people are ii^ a state of great conittfnulion and 
wrath on account of the quarrel bet^veen Fremont and the 
AdniLnklTaLion ; , . . no word describes popular i^entimpnt 
but * fury.' 1 have found men of aen^C) such es arc a\lc6 
conservalive, advocate tlie wildc^r step*, such us the im- 
peachment of Mr, Lincoln, the formaliqti of a party to carry 
on the war bre&peciive of die President and under Fremont, 
etc., tic. For myself, [ must 3ay thai if the letters of Mr- 
Liiict>lii to MugolBn and Fremont are any f^r indication 
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uf his character and policy, 1 praj Uod lo forgive my TOtC 
for hiOL Loy^ oico ar« girinc ihcir lives and mcan^ like 
vaicr u> oa OLtl, if ihc imbcciZLt}^ dI &Dcfaaiun'i» adminUtn- 
tion is Id be sorpuMd thn^ I cumof* canool Ihiok ih^i 
jonr ftUe htad utd Eme uitislsTcry heart hare consented 
to ihi< abAumcnt of the mmbood and honor ol our ngxion. 
Lei Mr- Lincoln, vbilc he i^ <imd]iaung the contemptible 
SuJe of Kenlucky, a Sutt which ODgfil to have beco coerced 
long ago, bear in mind that tbe im Stales may waot a litllc 
ci>nci]jaEion, thAl thcT 4rc fUE saaimg their auliiiaiicc lo 
ueur« the ni^gerj of ttaitorj, ... I have never heard wildCf 
or more furious denuncution than yeaterdajr und day bcforE 
found txprtstion from rhe lip* of cool juen. Three time* 
I waA appljed to to join in getting up a public mctling lo 
denounce ihe Adrnmistraiion >nd support Fremont: BOd 
while no such djslurbanct wiLI be pcrmiticd* 1 am ntvcrllir- 
Icsf certain ih^t there It herr 3 perfect and, 1 am soity to 
sajr, very angrj- uoanimitj in support both of Fremont'* 
prdclamation and of his action at Si. Louis in other res|>ecis. 
eiptnsivc though it may have been, r . General Fremonl 
h ihiii far The favorite of the NorLhwesi, because be has 
come up Id the ^iiandard. And if the election were ne»* 
tail, lo displace him would be id make him Pre&Ident-" 



Two monUis after the issuii^ of his proclama- 
tion Fremont was t^licved from his command of 
the milttary department of the WesL Previous 
to this, however, he sent Colonel Mullig'an to 
occupy and fortify Lexington, on the Missouri 
River, with a force of three thousand men and 
a battery of artillery. In accordance with Fre- 
mont's instrtictions, he confiscated the funds, 
considerable in amount, in die hank at Lexington. 
General Price hastened to Lexington and gave 
battle to the Federals before the plans of fortifi- 
cation could be accomplished. A peculiar fea- 
ture of the battle of Lexington were the movable 
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breaslworks which General Price constructed out 
of bales of hemp. After fifty-two hours of con- 
tinuous tig-hting. Mulli^n was compelled to sur- 
render on September jo. Pollard recounts an 
anecdote which illustrates the tinscientific nature 
of the Missouri warfare: 

"A number of citiicns ume in from the neighboring 
country, and fonghi. as ihey Fxptc^gptl it, 'on cbtir own 
hook.' . . . An old man. about sixty years of age. came up 
daily from hi& farm, wJtli hU walnut SKxk ntir and a basket 
of provisions, and weni to work ju9t as if he were engagied 
in tanlin^ raik or ^ome other n'xviS^ry labor of hh f^rni. 
Ide took hij position brhind a largr ilump upon the descent 
of the hL[] upon which the fortificaiion wn^ constrncied, 
whEtc he tired with deadly aim during each day of the 
siege," 



The Missourians claim to have lost hut twenty- 
five killed and seventy-two wounded. In addition 
to much larger casualties, the Union forces were 
depleted by over three thousand prisoners. 

Until Se pi ember Kentucky had considered 
herself a neutral State. From among her popu- 
lation men were enlisted for both armies. But 
on the 4th of September General Polk occupied 
Columbus, near the conjunction of the Missotiri 
and the Mississippi. This he called " The Gib- 
raltar of the West." Kentucky's Unionist Legis- 
lature now declared that her neutntlily had 
been invaded by the Confederate forces. The 
governor was called upon to expel the invaderSi 
and to invoke the aid of the United States gov- 
ernment for that purpose. He vetoed these reso- 
lutions, but the majority of the people were 
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against him, and Kentucky was saved lo the 
Union. 

Early in November General Grant, under the 
instructions of Fremont, dropped down the Mis- 
sissippi with about four thousand men, and 
landed on the Kentucky shore above ColumbuSi 
From thence he crossed over to lielmont. There 
he attacked General Pillow, who was in command 
o£ three regiments of Conlederate troops, and 
cut his way into the enemy's camp. Eiculting m 
their victory, Grant's men dispersed to plunder 
the enemy, who, meanwhile, was reinforced by 
General Polk. Grant's generalslup was now ex- 
emplified by his address in cutting his way out 
of a perilous position, which he did at a great 
loss of men and munitions. This, however, 
ended for a cime the war in the Mississippi 
Valley. 

hi the mean time the inactivity of the armies 
on the Potomac was varied by the Federal disas- 
ter at Ball's Bluff, This is a spot about thirty 
miles above Washington, where the banks of the 
Potomac are steep and high. General Stone had 
been sent to reconnoitre In that ncighborbood 
upon Confederate troops whose intentions were 
uncertain. His order said, " Perhaps a slight 
demonstration on your part would have the 
effect to move them," This was leaving a good 
deal to Stone's discretion. Colonel Dcvens was 
sent with a regiment to Harrison's Island, mid- 
way in the river between Poolsville Landing and 
Ball's Bluff, He was later ordered by Stone to 
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cross to the latter place with five companies of his 
re^ment, to surprise a Confederate camp whose 
existence had been reported. No such camp was 
found, and on the morning of the 21st of October 
Devens was resting his seven hundred men in an 
CKposed clearing on the Bluff. Here lie was 
attacked, and Colonel E. D, Baker, at the 
moment in command of the brigade, went over 
to Devens's assistance. They were attacked by 
a Confederate force from out of the dense sur- 
rounding woods. Baker was killed and the Fed- 
eral troops thrown into terrible confusion. They 
fled in every direction, many falling or throwing 
themselves over the steep bluff. Those who at- 
tempted to swim across the swift-flowing river 
were almost all either drowned or shot. 

Out of a force of less than two thousand, at 
least a thousand were killed, wounded, or taken 
prisonersn This disaster, so humiliating to the 
North, was very evidently the result of a blunder. 
Somebody must he punished to satisfy public 
opinion. Stone, who does not seem to have been 
the one to blame, was incarcerated in Fort Lafay- 
ette for six months, and Uien released without 
trial or exculpation. 

Ball's BlufFf serious as it was, forms an incident 
in the preliminary sparring with which the two 
armies occupied (hemselves, to the intense dis- 
trust of the people on both sides, during the 
summer and autumn of 1861, McGellan. who 
seemed unable to make up his mind to put into 
action the organization he was perfecting^ was 
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stiU disindin^ to figiiL He magnifie<1 John- 
ston's umy of fifty thous^ikd trocpis to cnte huit-i 
dred and tifiy thousand He driHtd. and asked] 
of the North patience ; this fac wa^ given to thi 
utmost ItciiiL 

Eailf in Uw vrar ibe United States found that 
its blockade ol the Southern ports could not be 
made effective withoai the possession of some 
Southern harbors as eoaling stations and supplyj 
depots. The defence of Charleston. Mobile. and> 
other Southrm ports forms a remarkable chapter 
in the history of modem warfare. On the 2gih) 
of October, i86t, there stfamed out of Hampton 
Road^ jifty vessels under sealed orders. It was 
as nondescript an assortment of craft as any 
modem power had ever formed into 3 war-6eet. 
Their destination was Port Royal. South Caro- 
lina, where, under Flag-Officer Dupont, the fleet 
was to concentrate. Though these orders were 
supposed to l>e kept a profoimd secret. Benja^ 
min. the Confederate Secretary of War, tele- 
graphed Governor Pickens. Columbia, South 
Carolina, under date of November i : 'M have 
just received information which I consider en- 
tirely reliable, that the enemy's expedition ts in- 
tended for Port Roya!." This harbor is about 
midway between Savannah and Charleston. The 
several streams flowing into it form numerous 
island?, some of which were fortified, the prin- 
cipal forts being Walker and Beauregard, on 
Hilton Head and Philips Island respectively. 
The Federal war-ships, headed by the " Wabash" 
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and the " Susquehanna." circled before these 
forts for four hours, Ueliveritig broadsides until 
they were reriuccd. This successful attack gTLve 
possession of Fort Royal and the adjacent coast to 
the North. 

Siiortly before the Port Royal expedition Gal- 
veston, Texas, had been bombarded by Com- 
mander Allen. In November, iS6i, Pensacola, 
Florida, was bombarded by Fort Pickens and 
United States war-vessels, while in December of 
the same year there was a navaJ engagement at 
Cape Hatteras. The activity of the naval depart- 
ment of the Federal government was now intense 
and persistent, and its every energy was bent on 
increasing- the number of available ships. The 
effort bore fruit early in 1862. when one hundred 
and twenty-six war-ships, carrying upward of one 
hundred and fifty thousand soldiers, sailed for 
the South and almost one hundred other ships 
were in active service. 

The Civil War revolutioni:ecd sea-fighting. At 
its close the men-of-war which had theretofore 
been relied upon by the most advanced nations 
of the world were rendered useless by naval fight- 
ing machines against which they were as vid- 
nerable as card-houses. The Civil War brought 
in the ironclads and the monitors. The " Merri- 
mac'* was the first vessel of this class to come 
into action. She was built in 1855, and, lying in 
Elizabeth River at the time when the Norfolk 
ship-yards were evacuated by Ihe United States, 
she was sunk so that she might not be of use to 
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docfc tfac * 
btf^ far tfe BRd of her 

by (be SoDtfa W39 great. On Ae 8lb of Uan^ 
1^62, lOMfer tbe coanBadol 
Has wa-mnMa mtamKd Amfy 
Rmr on brr trbl trip, the atcnl «if wbicb was to 
do dcadlf vofk iqKn anj^ Federal ■ t-aCU Hat 
shooM come in her waj. She was iceoiiipftiiied 
by the gynboatt "Beaofort'* and "Ralegh,"" 
each with <mc gtin_ Latrr, wfaeo going into 
action, she was joined by the " Jamestown," with 
two gtins, the •* Teaser," with one gun. and the 
" Patrick Henry.'* with twelve guns. The Fed- 
eral farce, induding ships and shore batteries, 
attacked by this Iktle fleet, mounted three hun- 
dred guns. Selecting the "Congress** and the 
" Ctimberland," two frigates lying off Newport 
News, the " Merrimac" first tried her strength 
upon them. The latter she struck at right angrles 
ivith her terrible ram, making such a hole in her 
*ide as a *' horse anH cart might drive through." 
Tlie " Cumberland" was commanded by Lieu- 
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tenant Morris, and notwithstanding the loss of 
life occasioned by the blow and hot fire oE the 
" Merrimac/* he gallantly continued fighting 
until, after thirty-five rninutes, his vessel sank 

I" with the American flag flying at the peak/' 
The " Congress'* tried to escape, but she 
grounded, and her aides were riddled by the 
•' Merrimac^' and her accompanying escort until 
the Federal commander was compelled to display 

*tlie white flag. Her officers snixendered, but 
soon afterwards seized an opportunity to escape. 
The vessel burned until her exploding magazines 

Ihlew her tnto fragments. The United States 
'* Minnesota" also stranded, having been so 
pierced and pounded by the Confederate guns 
that she would have been helpless in deep water. 
^ The " Mcrnmac," though one hundred guns had 
flieen concentrated upon her, sustained no injury 
other than the demolishing of her smoke stack 

tand the weakening or breaking of her ram. 
Darkness preventing further action, the " Mer- 
rimac" and the other Confederate vessels retired^ 
with the intention of finishing their work on the 
^ morrow. But by the dawn of the 9th a new 
Bantagonist had appeared on the scene. News of 
the construction of the " Merrimac" had reached 

tlhe North, and Northern ingenuity was set to 
work to produce a vessel which might cope with 
the expected monster. John Ericsson had 
planned and constructed the " Monitor," the first 
turret-ship which was accepted by the Naval 
[Commission, "A cheese box on a plank" well 
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dctcrfttes tbc appearance of this new figtaia^ 
cnft. She was protccletl by 3 stiU heavier dc- 
(cn^irt annor th^n the "MerriiRac,'* hot was 
armc<j with only two guns. 

The deuJU oF the duel which took place oo 
the 9th of M^rch. 18&2, bctitccD thc^c tvo 
ftrsngc fig^hting craft is well known. XcJthcr 
COilM make any serious impre&sion on the other. 
But the timely appearance of the " Monitor" not 
only saved the " Minnesota.'' but cut short a 
career for the '' Merrimac" thai mi^t have ren- 
dered the history of the Civil Wv vastly differ M 
eiTl from what it is. Which ironclad bad the 
advantage fn the struggle it h hard to say. Their 
commanders considered that fnrther battle be- 
tween them would he useless, and accordingly 
each withdrew. On the loth of May, Johnstoa 
having determined to retreat from the Peninsula, 
the &>niederate evacuation of Norfolk became 
necessary, and (he *' Meirimac." being both un- 
seawonhy and of too deep draft to ascend the 
river, was burned. No other vessel of her design 
was built, but " monitors' were constructed, and 
henceforth the irondad became an essential efe- 
men! in naval warfare. ■ 

The South continued her active privateering, 
greatly to the distress of the North, Moncurc 
D. Conway characterizes the latter's feelings re- 
garding this matter in " The Rejected Stone:" 



"A (Tj comet up [o the car of America, a long, inercin^ 
erf of aniii«nmt and indignaiion. tecognirable as one which 
can coroc only wboi ttie prnfoondHt Kmoaota of the buman 
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pi>ckel are stirred. Thr privateers arc ai largrl They have 

taken away my coffee, and I know not where they have laid 

It- They have taken my India goods with sword& and staveA- 

^—FoT my first-class ship they have ca&t lots. 

^^ "* Was suidi depraviC/ rvct known hcforcP So long ss it 

^■Iras a human sou3, taunched by God on the eternal sea. that 

^Hlhcy dr^poiled; ^o l^n^ a^ il was only a Erw niillinn ba]c% 

"oi humanity captured: so long as it was but Ihc scuuUng 

of the hearts of molhers and fathers and husbands and 

vrives. we remained patient and resiaTied; did we not? But 

coCTre and ]iuga.r ! Good God T What is that blockade about ? 

To fleiie a poor innocent ploop! Has slavery no bowels? 

And irs helpless family of rnt>1as5?!^'harrel^ '. Can hearts 

be BO void of pity? Slavery ttiusi endl The spirit of the 

a^ demands II The bipod of a do»n captured freights 
crieth to Heaven in silveriest accents aeaiiiBt it Brothers, 
there is a laughter that opens into the fountain of tears." 

Stock companies were organized in the South 
for the purpose of making a business of preying 
upon the enemy's commerce; and large sums 
of motley were subscribed for the puqiose of 
building and fitting: out privateers. The New 

kYork Herald oi ]unc 2, 1861, says: 
"On the 36lh of last month thrre were under seizure, or 
u prizes in the port of New Orleans* the following vessels. 
[Then foJLows the list.J Of the above vcs^eN some doubt 
attaches as to the seizure of the " Enoch Train" and " WiE- 
btif Fi^ikc," bm the probabilities are that they have been 
CDoflscaied. The seizures made by the Confederates op to 
the last accounts may be thus enumerated: , 

03 the different ports la 

In porr , -,,-,.-,.-..,.,..,.-,,--..-,, w- 30 

Steamers captured on the Mississippi ^ ^ . . . 15 

To(al S7.' 

We are satisfied," the N^tif Vork Heraid of AnsTust \<t. 
i86(. aaya, "that already twenty million dollara' worth oi 

17 
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pnifTfty ku bam bM tt wioBt waj% thfomli iIk opoa- 

jnd Dcc0nltBj ibotf uI marc ^oiiih nv^i i^^ 
the worn dha u ooc the iou of ^ i«nda «^ 
ibar cirgoei, bat Ar dg jti o ai on el oar tr>dc- Oar cos- 
ncm aixb the Wei I&dia «tts isacBK Wtov ibe pirns 
cuuiuH-ii cgd thrir drprtdatnu. Kent no Jt mtfcm i tcud 
oiQ (ct a f barter or can be inanTd Cor aay ifinnilili prt- 
iniaPL Eb|M> botto M uv taftinc atl our mde. Wboi 
^e ' Gnn EBAUn* «u ben ibc codd haw ben bll«l vidi 
c^i^ il ker ftraft of uralrr wrrt net 9a ^reu. Thus oar 
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The most faroous of the commrrce-dcstroi 
cruisers iras the " Alabarru." Captain Bi 
bought her of Liverpool shtp-bniJder^ for £47,- 
50a At the ship-yards she was known as " No. 
29a" That she was designed for Confetlerai^i 
service Minister Adams very well knew. H^H 
sirongly exerted himself to have her seized hy^ 
the British authorities. But before the slow- 
moving English officials had taken action the 
"Alabama" sailed. On August 24 she was duly 
commissioned as a Confederate States cruiser. 
Captain Semmcs, commander. She was onc^j 
thousand and forty tons burden, carried eighl^l 
guns, and had a steam -propeller. The latter" 
could be lifted out of the water and then she 
worked as a sailing vessel of barkentine rig. The 
record of her success as a coramcrce-desiroy 
was phenomenal One of her earliest successe 
was the engagement in the Gulf of Mexico, 
January, 1S62. with the United States gunboat 
"Hatteras," which she defeated in thirteen 
minutes. The Atlantic was the scene of her, 
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'gfreatcst success, although the Facilic and Indian 
Oceans were swept by her. After two years at 
ceaseless activity, by which over ten millions of 

(dollars' worth of ships and ihcir cargoes were 
capture^ or destroyed, the "Alabama'' put in 

tat Cherbourg, France, to refit_ On June xg she 

[came from the harbor and engaged the United 
States sloop of war " Kearsarge," which \vas of 

I somewhat heavier metal and in much better con- 
dition to fight. In less than two hours the " Ala- 
bama" was a sunken wreck. Her crew was res- 
cued by the English yacht " Deerhoimd," 
The " Florida" was another Confederate vessel 
bargained for and built in England. In the ship- 
yard she went under the name " Oreto/* and 
sailed with English officers and crew. Her arma- 
B ment was placed aboard after she got to sea, and 
" then, having taken the name " Florida," and 
command of her being assumed by Captain J. N. 

kMaffitt, she proceeded lo make prizes until Octo- 
ber 7, 1863^ when she was compelled to surrender 
to the United States " Wachusett" at Bahia, 
Brazil. This capture was in most flagrant con- 
Btradtction to international law. Bradl made de- 
mand that she be relumed with her crew. But 
t though this was agreed to by the United States, 
it was never carried out, for while lying in Hamp- 
ton Roads an army transport struck her under 
the pretence of accident, and very soon there- 
after she sank at her mooring, those in charge 
of the ship having opened the water-cocks in her 
IhulL 
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The " Georgia" took but nine prizes, and after] 
a year was sold. The *" Shenandoah" cruised 
with considerable success in the Northern Pacific, 

On November S, i86i, occurred the seizure 
on board the British steamer "Trent" of the . 
Southern commissioners, Mason and Slidell, by^| 
Captain Wilkes, of the United States war-ship ^1 
"San Jacinto," This infringement of interna- 
tional ]aw produced such an effect that for a] 
time there was danger that England would de- 
clare war against the United States. Tlie people 
of the North were carried away with thought- 
less enthusiasm over the bold action of Captain 
Wilkes. Even Secretary of the Navy Welles 
declared officialy that ''the prompt and decisive 
action of Captain Wilkes on this occasion 
merited and received the emphatic approval of 
the Department/' In England warlike prepa- 
rations were made, and troops were sent on ship- . 
hoard ready for transportation to Canada. But^M 
fortunately the United States had in Charles^ 
Francis Adams the right man at the British 
Court. England was satisfied with an apology 
and the release of the prisoners- The Spectator 
said: 

" Mr. Sfwar<1 has for oner made a liit. In hi.i r«*nl cor- 
Tespondencc wilh Lord Lyons he haa devdoped, possibly 
from a novel const iou.^iness of btin^ in the right, ^n unex- 
pected sclf-restramin and, writins like a gentleman, is vido- 
rious u a diplomat^sL'^ 



The Titties said of Mason and Slidell; 
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tmpartJaJ 2s die BiLlifh public i» in the matier, it cer- 
tainly haii no prejudice in £avor of slavery^ whidi^ if any- 
thiQg. these gienUemen represent- They mtist not suppose, 
because we have gune to the very -verge of a gteal war lo 
rescue ihent, thai therefore Ihcy arc precious in oar crca- 
We should have done ju^t zi much to rescue two of llieir 
own TieBTOes, and. had that been the object of the Tcscoe, 
the iwarlby Ponipey and C^sar would have had just the 
SBine right to irminpha] arches and municipal addresses aa 
Mcasrv Mawn and SlidtTl. So pirase, British public^ let's 
have none of these thiugs^*' 

England's seeming duplicity in her attitude 
toward-s the contending parties was the result of 
a contradiction between her moral sentiment and 
her mercantile interests. She was opposed to 
slavery, but she needed cotton. On the other 
hand, she was willing to see the nation across the 
Atlantic, which threatened commercial rivalry, 
weakened by dismption; hut that was putting 
a future prospect over against a present and 
pressing need. Etigland's haste in proclaiming 
neutrality was actuated by President Davis's 
course in regard to privateers. Had not neutral- 
ity been proclaimed, she would have seemed to 
the Confederates as taking sides with their adver- 
sary, and her own maritime interests would have 
suffered. Again, England was not unwilling to 
see American bottoms, which at that lime had a 
due share of the world's carrying trade, preyed 
upon and driven off the high seas. The North 
was greatly annoyed at England's haste, and 
much jingoism was displayed. Seward even rep- 
resented this sentiment in his despatches to the 
British government. But forcimately, Charles 
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Francis Adams was, by his birth and trainings 
as well 3.S b^ the natural qualities of bis mind, 
especially fitted to safeguard the interests of the 
North at the court of St. James, and he trans- 
lated the Secretary of Slate's reckless language 
into the suave terms of tliplomacy. But it was 
with difficulty that he convinced the members of 
the British Cabinet of the injustice of an imme- 
diate recognition of the Confederacy. 

Lord Palmerston fully expressed the English 
mind on the matter when be said, " We do not 
like slavery, but we want cotton, and we dislike 
very much your moral tariff," Punch y^vc the 
same idea in words calculated to please the public 
car. It printed "The National Hymn of the 
Confederate States:" 

" Whoi firEt the South, 1o fury fann^d^ 
Aro3c and broke the Union's chain. 
TTiis was the Oiar(pr, the Charter of the land. 

And Mr. Davit »ng the strain: 
Rule Slavonia, Slavonia rulea and ravu, 
ChrJatbni ever, ever, ever, have had slaves." 

Another effusion of the same character was 
the following: 



"Tliough with the North we sympathize, 

It rnu^t noE be forgolten 
That with ihe South wf've aironger ti«, 

Which arc composed of coFCon. 
Whereof our imports Tciount unto 

A sum nf niany figures; 
And where would be our calico 

Without the toil of niffBers? 
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"The South enslave Those fdlow-mcnj 

Whom vie lovt all so dearly; 
The Korth ^ceps commrrcc hound again, 

Which loudies U5 more rcarlj'. 
Thus a divided duty *e 

Perceive In [his hard maltcr: 
Fr«-trade. or sable broihera Ireel 

Oil, won't we chooK (he lalterf" 
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France, untrue to her traditions, was with 
Eng-land on this occasion; she, also^ believed 
that the attempt of the Confederates to destroy 
the American Union would be beneficial to her 
interests- 

Tl was absoUUely necessary, in view oF the cir- 
cumstances, that the United States should at 
once demonstrate her ability to cope successfully 
with the rebellion. This she was not doing-. 
McClellan remained quiet on the Potomac. 
Such battles as were being fought were, with 
deadly monotony, favorable to the Southern 
cause. Affairs looked hJack for the North at the 
end of the year iS6i, Yet President Lincohi, in 
his message of December 3 to Congress, asserted 
that the cause of the Union was "advancing 
steadily and certainly southward," It was cheer- 
ing to the North that she had an optimist for 
President. 
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The first year o! the war was in a great meas- 
ure a preliminary skirmish, during which both 
sides learned that the slrugg-Ie was to be no 
child's play^ hut a duel that was lo call forth 
every element of human strength. So marked is 
the difference henceforth In the nature of the 
conflict that in a sense one enters on an entirely 
different period of history from that in which 
the disruption of the "Union occurred. In point 
of fact, however, the struggle is the same as that 
of the year before, — aye, the same that had been 
going on since Colonial days; it only reaches a 
whiter heat. Hitherto, kindly sentiments and the 
alluring charm of past associations had vcikd 
in part the hatreU that lurked in the shadows on 
both sides of the Potomac; but now the fiercer 
passions of war had thrown aside their masks, 
and the two peoples, old and young, men and 
women, glared at each other with murderous 
hearts. 

The year 1862 did not open with much promise 
to either side. The South had won the most con- 
siderable battles^ and the North had at least 
come to realize something of the task which was 
before her. The advantages she had gained con- 
sisted in the retention in the Union of Ken- 
=64 



THE WAR IN THE WEST 



365 



ky. Missouri, and West Virginia; the pos- 
session of Hattcras Inlcl and Port Royal^ Fort 
Monroe and Fort Pickens; also, the establish- 
ment of the blockade of Ihe whole Southern 
ports. The plan of attack was now developed, 
and its general features, as earlier outlined, was 
consistently followed to the end of the war. 
Broadly speakingn its purpose was to compress 
the Confederacy from all sides, cutting off sup- 
plies by means of the blockade; to deal death- 
blows by driving expeditions through its heart. 
This latter end necessitated the breaking through 
of the Southern defence of the East and West 
Railway. The key of this defence consisted in 
the possession of Fort Henry and Fort Donelson 
on the Tennessee and Cumberland Rivers. 

The only weakness in the position of the North 
was in her military organization. The immense 
array which had been gathered was weakened 
and rendered inefficient by disharmony and fric- 
tion at head-quarters, and by jealous rivalry of 
ambitious officers. Men were forthcomirtg in 
numbers greater than the State needed or could 
use. There is this evidence of the enthusiasm of 
the North. On ihe other hand, it is clearly ap- 
parent that the war was made, by many men high 
in position, simply an occasion for pushing their 
own private fortunes. Towards the end of the 
first year Mr. Chase wrote to Secretary of War 
Cameron : 

'* The want of success of out armies and the difficutties of 

Dur liiiani:!^] operaliani have noC been ia consequence of a 
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of so, \mi far —I of pjimmfir adniDb- 
IntiOK. [f ibc Utk of ^^^^'■"■f anJ the ab«tt« of aoconnt- 

a^ Ike inffm iif the nffc^lnii will be oeccssur 



Cameron hinuclf was pfobabfy innocenc of 
ustn^ his posidoa For pecuniary ad^-Antage : but 
it is equally certain that he allowed himself to be 
led into the ^gnnig of contracts by persons who 
were ready to rob the ^vcnunent to the fullest 
extent of possibility. On November 13 Senator 
Gfimrs wrote to Fcisenden: *" \Vr are going to 
desiniction as fast as imbectUty, comiption, and 
the wheels of time can carry tjs^" Later he de- 
clares that a flood of corruption "is sweeping 
over the land and perverting the moral seme of 
the people. The anny is in most uicj^tncable 
confusion, and is becoming worse and worse 
every day." The House of Representatives^ 
April 30, 1862, passed a vote of censure upon 
Cameron, who in January had been dismissed 
from the Cabinet by President Lincoln and sent 
as mini&ter to Russia, Edward >L Stanton was 
appointed Secretary of War, and proved a 
striking illustration of the imbecility of the 
political system which appoints men to posi- 
tions for which they have no fitness either by 
nature or by training. 

The grand army of the Potomac was stiH drill- 
ing. Early in the year McClellan was taken sick; 
his army must remain inactive until he recov- 
ered. On January 10, 1862, Lincoln said before 
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round[ of war at the White House, "T am in 
great distress. If sottieihing is not done soon the 
bottom will be out of the whole affair; and if 
General McClellan does not want lo use the 
army I would like to borrow it, provided I could 
see how it could be made to do something-." On 
the 2yth of January, 1862, Lincoln, with a de- 
pendence on sentiment which was not unusual 
with him, issued the remarkable order that there 
should be " a general movement of the land and 
naval forces of the United States against the in- 
surgent forces on the 22d of February." This 
order was issued more for the sake of its effect 
on the minds of the Confederates than on the 
movements of the Union forces. It inaugurated 
one campaign, however, which was successful; 
the result was the breaking of the Confederate 
line of defence which extended from Bowling 
Green to Columbus, At this time Buell was at 
Louisville. There was a force of Confederates 
at Mill Springs on the Cumberland River, un- 
der General ZollicofFer. General Thomas was 
sent against the Confederates and a battle was 
fought, which resulted in the death of ZollJcoffer 
and in the opening of the way for an attack on 
the centre of the Confederate line of defence. 
Albert Sidney JohuBton, at that period the most 
able general of the Confederacy, was in com- 
mand of the forces in that part of the country. 
After some trouble General Grant induced Hal- 
leck to permit bim to go against the forts on 
the Cumberland and the Tennessee, supported 
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by gunboats under the command of Flag-Officer 
Foote. On the 6th of February the troops and 
gunboats advanced to the assault of Fort Henry. 
The ConFedcrates, numbering less than three 
thousand men, were under the command of Colo- 
nel Tilghman. He sent alf of his force ^ave sixty- 
six men to Fort Donelson. With the handful of 
troops that remained he held the fort until on the 
third day of the investment he was forced to sur- 
render. The taking of Fort Dondson was an 
operation of a different character. It brought 
out in Grant those qualities of generalship, espe- 
cially his tenacity of purpose and his capacity for 
adaptmg his plans to the special character of the 
circumstances which confronted him, which dis- 
tinguished his after career and gave him success. 
Fort DoneLson was under the command of John 
B, Floyd, who had been Secretary of War under 
Buchanan, Grant understood Floyd's character, 
knew that he was a man entirely devoid of cour- 
age, and planned the attack accordingly. He 
strung his army of nearly thirty thousand men 
over eight miles of coi.mtry- There were about 
twenty thousand men in the fort. Had Floyd 
made a sally before Grant strengthened his thin 
line by sending to Fort Henry for Lew Wal- 
lace, it might have been successful. But Grant's 
calculation of the safely of taking the chances 
was justified. The assault was made on the 
evening of the 15th, and during the night fol- 
lowing the besieged generals determined to sur- 
render- 
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'>ew Wallace, who, as we have seen, was on 
'the ground, thus describes the charge led by 
General Smith; 



"Tiking Lauman'^ brigade. Gmrral Smith began Ihe ad- 
vance They were under fire insianily. The guns in rhe fort 
joined in with (he infantry, who were At ihr time in the 
riflp-piti» the grui body of the Confederate right wing being 
with General Buckncr The defence wi"* gteatly favored by 
the ground, which Eubjected ihe assailants to a double liic 
from ihe beginning nf the ahntis- The men have said that 

I 'it looked too thick for a rabbit lo get Ihronghs' General 
Smith, on hi*, hor^c, took po^^tion in the front and centre 
of the line- Occasionally he turned in Ihe saddle lo ^ee how 
Ihe alignment wan kept For Ihe mor«t part, however, he 
held his face Meadily towards the enemy- He wa9f of 
course^ a ci:rn'jpicuDU» ohjctt for the Jihfirp-'ihootcrs in the 
rifle-pits. The air around him twittered with tnJniE bullets. 
Erect as if on review, he rode on, timing the gait of hia horae 
with the movement of bii colore. A soldier said, 'T was 

IiK«r1y scared to death, but I saw the old man's white 
moiistacht! over his shoulder, and w^nt on-' 
" On to the abatis the regiments moved withoui hesiiatioD, 
leaving a (rail of dead and wounded behind. There the (ire 
seemed to get trebly hot, and some of the men halted. 

whereupon, seeing ihe hcsitalion. General Smith put hU cap 
on the point of his sword, held it aloft, and called oat, ' No 
flinching now, my Lads ! Here — (his is the way I Come on V 
He picked a path through the jagged limbs of the tree^ 
holding hi^ cap all the lime in sight; and the effect was 
magical. The men iwarmed in after him, and got through 
in the best i^rdcr they cnuld— not all of them, alasf Or the 
other side of the obstruction they took the semblance of re- 
formation and charged in after their chief, who found him- 
self then between the two fires. Up the ascent he rode; up 
tlhey ioHowcH. At ihf list moment the keepers of th^ rifle- 
pits clambered out and fled. The four regiments engaged in 
the feat planted their colors on the breastwork, Lafcr in the 
day Buckner came back with his division, but all his efforts 
to dislodge Smith were in viin." 
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Tht fort was pracUcalty won, as was wdl un- 
derstood by its tlcfeoders. Floyd, and also Gen- 
eral Pillow, ihe second in command, had more 
than suiTicient reasons for not desiring to IsH 
into the hands of the Union officials; they feared 
they would be hanged. The manner in which 
these officers decided on ihcir stirrendcr is in- 
terestingly picturesque, and is thus described &y 
Jefferson Da^-is: 

"Tbc dccbion to sarTtndcT hairinf b«o made it rf- 
matnwl lo Ocicrmin? b^ whom it sbould be ntadc- Generals 
Fiujd and FiJkiw dcdwd thtj vould not tamtnLct and 
tg c oaat' prtvinm; the datj vis ibm-fcn ilkMiHl to Gn- 
timl BuckncT- FIotiJ said, ' GeocnJ Bodtner, if I pJace yoa 
ia ccHSmuid, will joci aflcrw bk io drw out my brigub? 
Genera: Bi:i-kir«:f rcrls'^il 'Yes [>rDvidcd too do !^ before 
the mcmj «t bpoo mj ccmmmnniioiL' Fldjil said, 'Gen- 
tnX Pillow, 1 xurn o»*r the coaunuHL* General PiDov, 
resu-dinK this u ■ men tcdmka) form bj which the com- 
Dund wu to be coore^r^ to Bodcnrr, tbm said, * I pass tt' 
Bockner asfmoed the cDnunand, sent for a bt^cr to aomd 
tbe parley. Utt perv ink. and paper, and opened the nefoti^ 
tioiu for surtvStdaJ' 

AU the world knows Grant's reply to Buck- 
ner's denund for terms. — " No terms, except an 
immediate and uiKxxiditJoaa] surrender, can be 
accepted I propose to moT« immediately upcm 
TOOT works." 

By the capture of Fort Dooelson Oant de- 
pleted the SoDthera forces to the e^aent of boot 
twd^-e to fifteen thoosutd i^isooers: also, he 
took fc^y pteces of artiDnT and a bu^ amomit 
of stores. eK. Bot racve than all by tbe mamiti' 
in whtch he had broken tnlo the Soothem de- 
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fence he had proved himscK to be the coming- 
man. On the morning of February 17 the North 

card her first really important and cheering 
news from the war. Grant's name was on every- 
body's hps. " Who is this U. S- Grant?'' people 
asked, *' Unconditional Surrender Grant, 1 sup- 

ose," was the answer made by characteristic 
American humor. 

The fall of Fort Donelson was a severe dis- 
courag-ement to the South. It resulted in push- 
ing the Confederate line of defence two hundred 
miles to the southward. It secured Kentucky 
and Tennessee to the Union. 

Who and what was (he man who bad thus so 
efTectualiy changed the Face of the situation, and 
was eventually to bring complete victory to the 
Northern arras? At this time forty years of age, 
his life had hitherto been a complete failure. 
Born in Clermont County, Ohio, of poor parents, 
he received no education but such as the scanty 
opportunities of the common schools afforded, 
until he was appointed to West Point. His 
standing there was not high. He was graduated 
in TS43 twenty-first in a class of thirty-nine. He 
served with honor during the Mexican War. In 
1852, being then a ftrst-lieutenant, he was sent 
with his regiment to the Pacific coast. Here, 
separated from his family^ he fell into dissipated 
habits. In 1S54 he was practically forced to re* 
sign bis commission, which was then that of a 
captain, and went back to St, Louis, where he 
unsuccessfully endeavored to make a living on 
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hm wife's torm. Th«d he tried real estate bixsi- 
MMk umI maUc a failure. At the age of thirtj- 
■ifld wt Am! bkn Icobdn^ to his bcher and his 
lOMflt b go tl wr fcr assisUncc. The latter put 
feAlfe 1^ rfcar|,c of \ httdware store in Galena, Elli- 
M^ CtfBMt At thv time was stili under the in- 
ot hfttMts <*^ intemperance. Acquaint- 
WOttM cross the street to avoid meeting 
btin^ importuned for loans. His army 
were at this time under the impression 
ihfel tht life of U. S. Grant was completely 

Ltut itie nation's emergency was Grant's op- 
portunity. He was a fighter, a military leader, 
amt iiolhing more- In May of iS6i, he applied 
to ihe adjutant-general of the army for a regi- 
ment, nnd was totally ignored. He went to Cin- 
cinnati, where McClellan had his head-quarters 
o( Ihc Department of ihe Ohio, but was not re- 
eeived. Before the year was over, however, such 
WM Ihr need of the nation that his past was over- 
looked and he was appointed a brigadier-general 
of volunteers. Grant had sagacity for general- 
•hip: he possessed a natural sai'oir faire. He 
wa# endowed with a courage which was inaiv^ 
KfKis ; not alone personal coolness in the face 
of danger, but also that which enabled him to 
talce the gravest chances as a general. He 
tchoolod himself in the idea that tlie exicn^ 
wai just as much afraid of him as he was of the 
enemy. 

Fcbmajy 22, 1861, was the day a]^>ointed for 
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the change from a pmvisional to a permanent 
Confederate government. On this occasion JcE- 
ferson Davis voiced the sentiment of the South: 
'* After a series of successes and victories which 
covered our arms with glory, we have recently 
met with 5erioL[5 disasters^. But in the heart of 
a people resolved lo be free these disasters tend 
but to stimulate to increased resistance." 

A. S, Johnston had by this time concentrated 
his forces at Nashville. He was selected by the 
people as the one to blame for the reverses to 
the Confederate arms. The Senators and Rep- 
resentatrvcs from Tennessee waited on Davis and 
demanded bis removal. The President's answer 
was, " If Sidney Johnston is not a general, the 
Confederacy has none to give you," 

Johnston was compelled by the appearance of 
BucU to evacuate Nashville. He marched back 
to Pittsburg Landing, whither Grant brought his 
forces from Donelson, planning a junction with 
Buell. Johnston, foreseeing that Corinth would 
be the centre of attack, was making every effort 
to protect that point, Bragg thus describes 
Johnston's army: 



"It consisted of surh IffViCE as could be hastily raised, all 
badly armed and H]uipp*d. ... It was a heterogencoas 

itxasi, in which Lhere was more pnthti^iasm than di^ipline, 
more capacity than knowledge, more valor than inBiniclion- 
IUfl«&, rifled and smooth-bore tnusket^i, — some of ihem origi- 
nally pETcut&Lon, others hd<ili1y allrred from flinl-locki by 
Yankee contractors, many with the old flint and steel, — and 
ahot-^ns of all ^Izes and patterns held place in the same 

[jeffinieiitft,'* 

|8 
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This army was organized in four dJvi9»om un- 
der Folk, Bragg. Hardee, and Bteckenndge- 

Johnston knew Lha! BueH was expected, and 
detennined to give battle before Grant was ihos 
reinforced. The latter seems to have displayed 
an over-eonfideace on this occaakm. He had 
neglected to sufficiently fortify himself ; and iX is 
more than probable that he was not aware ol the 
strength of Johnston. Eaxly on the morning of 
the 6th of Apr! a reconnoitring party from the 
Union anny engaged Johnston's pickets, and the 
famous battle of Shiloh was otL Grant was some 
distance away at the Landing, looking for tidings 
of Baell. His army was engaged before he could 
retnm to make dispositioas. The day's fighting 
resolted in a snccess for the CcmfedeTates. But 
they lofit JotuLsttm. who was kHlcd. This «vcnt 
rcsohed m the complete torn of (ortime whidi 
occurred on the lolknraip day. General Beam 
gard thus describes the first day's rictOfy : 

^^ite tW *>»■■■*< nBttaoe ol the cbcmt, ncil liicr 
n rv^ vrhea «v vet* is f a nm ioa of ifl ka aoapaients 
bctnra 0«t ttd Ljdi QtdD tec omt. mariy aU his ScJd- 
airlAlnr, dbow dnrty fc^^ cafac* ud iti iiir^ own ihrcc 

of «ttr« iBiakrivawMK^IwBftof Trvni«r- 

idM< M tmlr tew fnfc>t< Kte aoat saccsdiil 
for Mv«r ««B^ »aqr a* «vB p t^^ i iAJ 43 ttel of 
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sheUcT of ihe heavy guna of hia iron-clad gunboat^ and wc 
rernained undj&iiuied masiers of his wcll'selecird, admiTablj 
provided canionnicntA, afttr our twelve hours oi obstinate 
conflitt with hi* forces, who had b«n bcalcn from ihem 
and rhr toniiguou^ covtrt, but ortjr by the 5u$tAincd onact 
of all the men we coald bring inco action." 
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Note that the Confederate army was ui pos- 
session of all Granfs encampments between Owl 
and Lick Creeks but one. That one gave a 
landing for Buell's rcinforccmonla, which, on the 
Jollowing day^ turned the victory. !n the even- 
ing, 35 Bragg was ahout to head a final charge, 
which would have completely swept the field, he 
received an order from Beauregard to slop the 
pursuit, lest the men be exposed to the gunboat 
firing- Beauregard thought "the victory was 
eufliciently complete." '* Ts a victory ever suffi- 
ciently complete?" angrily exclaimed Bragg, 
But he obeyed the order, and the Confederate 
army went into camp. 

Grani*5 army was beaten- If the Confederates 
had pressed on and gained full possession of the 
water-front, and thus prevented Buell's landing, 
leaving out of the consideration other exigencies 
which might have affected the final result of the 
war, and looking at the history as it really was, 
the battle of Shiloh would in all probability have 
given the victory to the South. Jefferson Davis 
says that after this, " Grant*s army being beaten, 
the next step ol General Johnston's programme 
should have followed, — the defeat of Jeweirs and 
MitchelFs forces as they successively came up, 
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and the return by our victorious army througti 
Tewicssee and Kentucky, . . , What great con- 
sequences would have endued must he matiers of 
conjecture ; but that the people of Kentucky and 
Missouri generously sympathized with the South 
was then commonly admilted." 

On the following morning Grant had twenty- 
five thousand fresh troops. He himself com- 
menced the attack. The Confederates were 
dispirited by the loss of Johnston. Point by 
point they were driven back, until at the close of 
the day Beauregard admitted his defeat and 
turned towards CoriittlL Thus ended the battle 
of Shiloh — one of the strongest, most indescriba- 
ble, and unscientific fights of the whole war 
Grant had unnecessarily exposed his men. Gen- 
eral Biiell says : 

" Of Ibf arm; oF nol leu than Gfiy tboa&and ^Sective titea, 
whii^ Grant had oo iIk west batilc of the TcnnEw« Riwr. 
not mcirc (hati live thou^Jid wtrt in rAnt;! mil ai-iiUbl? <hi 
the baitJe-ficld ai nisfatfalt oo the Eixih. exclnsivc of Lew 

Wallace'* division, say tighl liwudnd iih^ hundred meq, 
that Mi^y rane up during ihe night. The re&t ivere dthcr 
killfd!, captureil. or tcallcred in incilricable and bopclcu 
confujon for miles along Lhc banki of the river." 

The slaughter had been terrific. Grant had 
enemies at Washington ,^men who were bitterly 
opposed to him throug-h jealousy of his position; 
for the moving spirit in the North was not 
wholly an emulation as to who best could serve. 
There was 3 large element of greed for office. 
Great pressure was brought to bear upon Lin- 
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coin to have him removed. But the President 
had begun to feel his way towards the men in 
whom he could place reliance. Probably having 
McQelbn in mind» he said, " 1 can't spare this 
man; he fights/' 

Halleck went to Pittsburg Landing and took 
command there April 11. He called in General 
PopCn who had just succeeded in capturing 
Island Number Tcn^ a strong fortress in a com- 
manding' position on the Mississippi. Grant was 
second in command; bnt as this gave him no 
division, he fell that he was being shelved, and 
had it not been lor the influence of Sherman he 
would have retired. Halleck marched on Cor- 
inth, which Beauregard vacated, and the Union 
army continued almost to Chattanooga. Here 
the policy of caution and consequent delay again 
prevailed. This gave Bragg the opportunity to 
slip past the left flank of the Union army and 
again turn northwai-d. He made for Louisville, 
with Buell in close pursuit, though on a different 
line of march. The Union general arrived first; 
but instead of attacking the enemy, he waited to 
organize, and Bragg, having nothing further to 
gain, swept the country [or the means of sub- 
sistence and started back southward with an im- 
mense train of plunder. 

The Civil War was won by the Union navy. 
It was prolonged by the Southern. What Grant 
and Sherman did to bring the struggle to a suc- 

E issue was made possible by the opera- 
■ Farragut and Foote, The gunboats on 
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the Mississippi and Cuinbcrland Rivers rendered 
effective access by the Federal forces to Forts 
Henrj' and Donebon. The former river ren^ained 
barred to the Union until Foote broke through 
from the North and Farragtjt took New Orleans. 
The blockade of the Atlantic ports, by prevent- 
ing the Confederacy from recnperaiing itself by 
means of European commerce, made possible 
that sapping oE its strength without which its de^ 
feat could not have been accomplished. Sher- 
man's " March to the Sea" was a deadly blow, 
which coLtId not have been delivered had it not 
been that there was a friendly fleet off the At- 
lantic coa^t to which he could look for support. 

The Mississippi, above Vicksburg, was now 
in possession of the Union. It was in accordance 
with the general plan to start from the other end 
also. Said Secretary Stanton, "Why can't New 
Orleans be taken?" " It can," lacpmcaEly replied 
General Benjamin Butler, to whom the question 
was addressed, A fleet of war-vessels was de- 
spatched under the command of FarragTit, aided 
by mortar-boats under David E, Porter. 

David G. Farragut was a Southerner, having 
been bom in Tennessee, In his ninth year he 
entered the service of the United States navy as 
midshipman, and was on board the "Essex" in 
the war of 1812, Thus for fifty years he had 
sailed and iought and commanded under the 
Stars and Stripes. It is no wonder then that, 

though bound to the South by intimate ties 

his wife was a Norfolk lady, — he could not en- 
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tertain Ihc thought of deserting the old flag. He 
was in Norfolk when the war broke out. Im- 
portuned by his friends to give his services to 
the Confederacy, he replied, '* I would see every 
man of you dauiiicd before I would raise my 
hand against that flag/' Still it was with some 
hesitancy that the aulhoritles intrusted so mo- 
mentous and difficult an undertaking as the 
attack on New Orleans to a Southerner. But 
there was no other man so well fitted for the 
work. 

On reaching the mouth of the Mississippi, it 
was found that, owing to the shallow water at 
the bar, it was impossible to take the largest ves- 
sels across; thus the most effective part of Far- 
ragut's fleet was rendered useless. The defences 
of New Orteans were extremely formidable. 
Ninety miles below the city were the two forts, 
St. ETiilip and Jackson, commanding the passage 
from either side. Besides these the Confeder- 
ates had on the lower river a fleet of gunboats 
and ironclads, the principal ones being the iron- 
clad ram " Manassas" — a most formidable craft, 
owing to her almost impenetrable protection — - 
and the '* Louisianan" which was not quite com- 
pleted. The river was also blocked by rafts and 
chains of schooners. 

Farragut began hts attack by a bombardment 
from his fleet of mortar- boats on April l8- This 
was kept up for five days with no effect on the 
forts, though in that time over sixteen hundred 
afaeUs had been fired by the Union mortar-boats. 
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Farragut determined to take his wooden shi 
past the forts, — zn heroic measure, but he con- 
sidered thai it was the first thing which he was 
sent there to do. At two o'clock an the mo 
ing- of April 24 the morlar-boats under David B. 
Porter opened fire, which drew a furious response 
from the forts. To the accompaniment of this 
music Farragut started his procession of ships. 
As soon as the Confederates .sunni.wd the pur- 
pose of the Union fleet huge fires were lighted 
on the river banks, and fire rafts of pine-lmotB 
were sent down-stream. These lighted up the 
river, so that, until obscured by the clouds of 
smoke, the ships were in plain sight of the forts. 
So they pJLssed up. firing at and receiving t 
fire of the forts as they went- Farragut's flag- 
ship, the " Hartford/" in trying 10 escape a drift- 
ing firc-r^ft, rxn aground. Padng his deck, th 
eommander cried, " Don't flinch from that fire, 
l>03rsF There's a hotter Bn for those who dou'l 
do their duty." It was a terrific scene, of which 
a detailed ao:ount as gathered from the reports 
of the participating o£GcM^ causes one 10 wonder 
how any of tho6« vowlen vessels Hv^ through iL 
But ifttr much damage was girai and received, 
tin foremost of the Uwob alnp$ readied 
Chakneite at ti\-e o'dock m the taatok^. The 
Ion in thn riwr cogagODcat wxs tinrty-sevcn 
UM and one hondred and tsMtj'Stna wmtnded 
«B th« Umm sidew and ctftuolj «ot less amoog 
llwCoilidm*^ Bm thedMcf s«>D t^ thefoi^ 
mm hx HA the &ct that F^rrasvt had forestaDed 
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I rendered the attack a failure. " Had they suc- 
ceeded/' he saidf '' in getting any one of those 
on the Mississippi finished before our arrival, it 
would havG proved a most formidable adver- 
sary." Admiral Porler says Ihal i( New Orleans 

■liad " been left three months longer to perEecl ils 
defences and Its works of offence, our wooden 

' fleet would have been driven Nortlij and the en- 

Htire Southern coast would have been sealed 
against us. The blockade would have been 
raised, and the independence of the South recog- 
nized by the powers of Europe," 

B The city being unprotected by any adequate 
troops, its capture was immediately accom- 
plished; not, however, before its inhabitants had 
performed an act of loyalty to the Confederate 
cause in the destruction of an immense quantily 
of cotton, which they burned to prevent its be- 
coming of advantage to tbe North, On May l, 
1862, General Butler entered the city with two 
thousand five hundred troops. He was not wel- 
comed. Military rule was established, and it was 
such a rule as will ever be remembered to the 
disgrace of the man. Butler's regulations can- 
not be condoned with justice, or excused by any 
consideration of the necessities of war. It is true 
that the women of New Orleans had no love for 
his officers or his men. But his order of May 15, 
that if any female should insult in any manner 
a Union officer or soldier, " she should be re- 
garded and held liable to be treated as a woman 
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of the town plying her vocation," warrants Lord 
Palmerslon's denunciation of it in the House of 
Commons as infamous. The Salurduy Review 
said of the procUimation, "The bloodiest sav- 
ages could do nothing crueller; the most ]oa.th' 
some Yahoo oi fiction could do nothing filthier," 
Seward did well in bringing about the recall o[ 
Butlen 

Contrary to the usual custom of historians, we 
will continue our narrative of the campaign in 
the West, leaving the contemporary Virginian 
war for a future chapter. In the mean time, how- 
ever, it is pertinent to ask, How was the war 
affecting the status of those on whose account Jt 
was being fought? It had been believed by the 
abolitionists that immediately on the breaking 
out of the war the slaves would make a stampede 
for freedom. This, however, had not been ful- 
filled. The majority of the slaves had no con- 
ception of what the war was about, nor did thty 
suspect that it had any personal interest for 
(hem. They remained faithfully and devotedly 
on the plantations and in the homes while their 
masters were fighting against those who would 
set them free. Many were directly employed in 
services pertaining to the war, such as body- 
servants of Southern officers and laborers at 
work on the foriifi cat ions. On the 6th of August, 
1861, Congress had passed a bill freeing such 
slaves as were employed for insurrectionary pur- 
poses. On the i6th of April, 1862, another bill 
was passed abolishing slavery in the District of 
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Columbia. On the 6th of March, 1S62, President 
Lincoln sent to Congress a special message^ in 
which he said: 

" I rcccmmcnd the adopUon of a joint T«o|iitinii hy your 
bonoraUk budies which lahalL be aub^tandally ati follows; 

" Reiolvfd, That the United States ought to co-operate 
wiih v\y State which may adopt general abaLisbmenl of 
slavery ; etc," 

This Act was passed on the 2d of ApriL But 
no slave State claimed the advantage conferred 
by it; they could uot see that for slavery the 
hoiir gf doom had !^truck. 

Notwithstanding tlic strictures to which Grant 
had been subjected after the battle of Shiloh, the 
people saw that he was the man of the hour. 
So great was the dissatisfaction with his super- 
sedure that, in the early part of July, HallecW 
was called to Washington to take the chief com- 
mand of the army, thus leaving Grant at the head 
of the Department of the West* But the prin- 
cipal burden of the offensive operations in that 
section was cast upon Buell. who was depended 
i^pon for the capture of Chattanooga, the prin- 
cipal strategic position of the Wesln He was 
outgene railed, however, by Bragg, who passed 
to his rear, thus cutting off Buell's hne of com- 
munication between Nashville and Louisville, 
compelling him to retreat to the latter place. 
Washington became impatient, Halleck said : 

"The president and Secretary of War are gready dis- 
pleased with Ihe slow movements of General Buell- Unleii 
be docs something very soon, 1 think he will be removed. 
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]adenl» it would hive been done before if 1 had not beeped 
to give luiii a little nmrc time Thrrr mast be ninrc energy 
and activity in Kentucky and Tennessee, and the one who 
fir^t du?^ Mjcncthing brilliant will get Ehc entire command. 
, . , Thr government Eeems dclcrmined lo apply tbe guillo- 
tine I0 2II umitcee^^iul geiierjli." 

Buell was not aM? to accomplish any thing 
brilliant- lie was defeated al Pcrryville, Octo- 
ber 8, and was immediately thereupon super- 
se(3ed by General Rosecrans. This chang-e was 
brought about through the influence of Oliver P> 
MortoUn governor of Indiana, who had a private 
grudge against BuelL The latter seems to have 
been an able general, and would have done better 
probably haii he not been hampered by the ad- 
ministration. But he had a faculty for making 
enemies of those who were on his own side, Lin- 
coln realized the necessity of retaining popular 
support; and for it he was willing to see his geii- 
erah officially beheaded. 

Bragg went into winter quarters at Murfrees- 
borough, Tennessee. On the 26th of December 
Rosecrans moved to attack him. The san- 
guinary battle of Stone River followed on Janu- 
ary J, 1863, There was a series of engagements 
around Murfreesbo rough. The historians of 
both sides claim the victory. General Bragg, 
hearing that reinforcements were on the way to 
Rosecrans, fell back on TuUahoma, carrying with 
htm, it is claimed by the Southern historians, six 
thousand prisoners and thirty pieces of captured 
artillery. Nevertheless, the President tele- 
graphed to Rosecrans, " God bless you," The 
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North at Ihls period needed to make tlic most of 
ber victories. 

Grant was now attempting to clear tlie Mis- 
sissippi The only remaining obstacle was Vicks- 
burg. In January^ 1863, Grant undertook the 
expedition against this poinL The main diffi- 
culty in the attack was to get possession o[ the 
high ground on the east bank of the river, so that 
the city might be besieged from the rear. In 
order that he might get his transports past 
Vicksburg without exposing Ihem to the bat- 
teries of the defence, he labored to construct a 
canal across the peninsula opposite the city. 
This, however, was beyond the skill of his engi- 
neers. Two months were spent in ineFTrctivc 
operations, while sickness resulting from the cli- 
mate made great havoc among his men. The 
North became impatient. Stories weic circu- 
lated accusing Grant of indulging at this time 
in gross intemperance, and these were believed 
by Halleck. When litis charge was repeated to 
Lincoln, he replied, " If I knew what brand of 
whiskey he drinks, I would send a barrel or so to 
some other generals." The fact is that at this 
time Grant was not drinking at all. Much of 
the di s sat ijif action with Grant re'^ulted from the 
treachery of McClemand. one of his corps com- 
manders, who was actuated by jealousy. But 
Grant had the full confidence of Lincoln, who 
caused a despatch to be sent to him giv^Ing him 
" full and absolute authority to enforce his own 
commands/* 
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By April 16 Grant was ready to act on his 
characteristic policy of going " forward to a de- 
cisive victory/' He deterTnined on a complete 
investiture of Vicksburg. Admiral Porter was 
in cotnmaiKl of the gunboats, and was ready to 
co-operate heartily in Grant's plan. It was neces- 
sary to move the transports carrying supplies to 
a point below the cities. This could be done only 
by running- past the batteries. During the night 
of April 16 thih project was successfully carried 
out. Six steamers towing twelve barges staticd 
in the darkness to run the gauntlet. But the 
river was soon illuminated by the burning !ious< 
which the Confederates set on fire for that pi 
pose. The batteries opened fire with shot and 
shell, which was heartily responded io by the 
seven ironclad gunboats. All the vessels suc- 
ceeded in getting past with the exception of the 
*' Henry Clay/' which was set on fire by the 
bursting q\ a shell and was burned to the waCer'j 
edge. 

Vicksburg was under the command of General 
Pemberton, who had with him about thirty-one 
thousand troops. Grant's force, including Sher- 
man's corps, was ultimately about seventy-five 
thousand, Joe Johnston, however, was at Jack- 
son with some eleven thousand Confederates, 
Grant turned, met Johnston, and forced him to 
retreat. On the i6th of May Pemberton was 
defeated at Champion's Hill, about midway be- 
tween Vicksbtirg and Jackson. On the 17th he 
was engaged at Big Black River and a^in 
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beaten. He then retired within the defences at 
Vicksburg, These operations gave Grant his 
long-sought opportmiily to reach the heights on 
the north overlooking Vickshurg. On Ihe 22d 
of May he made an effort to take the city by 
assault, but failed, suffering a loss of oi'er three 
thousand, It was evident that Vickaburg could 
be reduced only by regular siege. 

The inhabitants were now subjected to the 
horrible experiences of continual bombardment 
and starvation. Caves were dug in the ground 
for the protection of the women and children; 
rats were sold in the butchers' stores. The siege 
continued until the end of June. By that time 
Pemberton's troops were ready for mutiny. 
They said, " If you can't feed us, you had 
better surrender us, horrible as the idea is, 
than suffer this noble army to disgrace them- 
selves by desertion." 

On the 4lh of July Grant telegraphed : " The 
enemy surrendered this morning. The only 
terms allowed is Iheir parole as prisoners of 
wan" The number of prisoners was over thirty 
thousand. One hundred and seventy-two cannon 
were captured, and upward of fifty thousand mus- 
kets, which were a welcome addition to the 
Northern armament, as they were of the im- 
proved pattern and made in Europe. 

UncoLn could now say, '* The Father of Waters 
again goes unvexed to the sea," The joy of the 
North at this victory was intense, and she was 
ready to reward the man by whose genius and 
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dians to a certain degree ofF^ts the complaints 
which the South made a^f^mst the arming of the 
ne^ro by the North. In fact, both expedient* 
were reprehensible, looking at them any way wc 

will. 

After the battle of Slone River Rosecrans 
seemed to have been taking a leiif out of McClel- 
laE'& book. Six months were spent in recupera- 
tion and organising". His only success was of an 
argumentative t;haracler, by which he convinced 
the authorities at Washington of the desirability 
of leaving him to his own devices. In June, how- 
ever, he began a series of manceuvres by which 
he drew Bragg out of middle Tennessee and shut 
him up jn Chattanooga. There he hoped to re- 
peal Grant's exploit of Vicksburg. Bui Bragg 
was not (he m^n to be thus handled; he suc- 
ceeded in getting out and moved to the south- 
ward. Rosecrans, in pursuit, so extended his line 
that Bragg, who was now reinforced, saw his 
opportunity and turned to strike. This was on 
the 19th of September. On the following day was 
fought the battle ol Chickamauga, the bloodiest 
field of the West, and a disastrous one for the 
Union. The left division of the Federal army 
was under General Thomas, Rosecrans, owing 
to the excessive strain to which he had been sub- 
jected for many days previous, wn'i in no condi- 
tion to command. His men agree that he was 
whipped before he commenced to fight. During 
the day a mistake was made in withdrawing a 
brigade from the centre; and Bragg, seeing his 
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chance, poured in his troops, and thus divided 
the Union army. Th<^ right, under the command 
of Rosecrans, was swept from the field, and fled 
in precipitation to Qiattanooga^ whence Charles 
A, Dana, Assistant Secretary of War, tele- 
graphed to Washington: " Chickamauga is as 
fatal a name in our history as Bull Run." Gen- 
eral Thomas, " The Rock of Chickamauga/* how- 
ever, had held his ground, and at night returned 
to Chatlanooga, bringing with him five hundred 
prisoners. 

The tables were now lumed, Rosecrans was 
in Chattanooga, and Brag^g^ was the besieger. 
Hooker was sent with a detachment from the 
army of the Potomac; Sherman came through 
from the Mississippi; and Grants who had gone 
to New Orleans, came up to take the command. 
This last move was essential, as Rosccrans had 
entirely lost control- Gr^nt replaced Rosecrans 
by Thomas, putting the latter in command of the 
Army of the Cumberland, and telegraphing him 
from Louisville to hold Chatianooga under all 
circumstances. On the other hand. President 
Davis, entirely misapprehending Gragg's posi- 
tion, depleted his strength by ordering fifteen 
thousand of his men to Knoxville to engage 
Burnsidcn 

Chattanooga is surrounded by hills. The Con- 
federates lay in a line twelve miles long between 
Missionary Ridge and Lookout Mountain. 
Grant's plan was for Hooker to attack the latter 

Chcnnan the former, believing that thia 
^_ 



aoz 



THE TllUE CIVIL WAR 



would cause Bragg (o weaken his centre to help 
these points, whereupon he himself would strike 
the Confederate centre with his main anny. The 
plan succeeded even beyond his anticipations, 
owing to the dash and spirit shown by the men 
who assaulied the hills. Sherman gained the 
Ridge on the 23d; Hooker won the battle of 
Lookout Mountain on the 24lh. The storming 
of Missionary Ridge was one of the most bril- 
liant charges made during the whole wan An 
account of it Js best given in the words of Dana. 
who was an eye-witness; 

" The aiorming of iht ridge by our troops wa» one of tbe 
greatest miracles in miliTary hisiory. No man whp climbs 
the ascent by any oi (he roads that «ind along lU front can 
believe that eighteen ihau&and men were moved tip its 
broken ojid crunihlmg lace unices it was liii fo'lnne to 
wicne&E ihe deed li seemt as awful aa a visible interposition 
of Cod. Neither GranL nor Thoma* intended it. Their 
orders wen ig carry the rifle-pits along the hase of the 
ridge, and capEiirc their occupants; but whrn tlii« ma*, ac- 
complished tlie unaccountable spirit of the troops boTc ihem 
bodily up those impracti liable sleeps, over the bri>>lling rifl«- 
pitf oti ihe crest, and the Ihirty cannon enfilading cverr 
gull/. The order to storm seeing iq have beeTi given simul- 
taneously by Generals Sheridan and Wood, because the tnen 
were not to he held back, dangerou* ai the attr^mpi appisred 
to miMiary prudence. Besides, iht generals had canght the 
inspiration oi the men, and irerc ready theoiselTca to un<ler- 
take impossibilities." 



After successes like these. Grant's worlc on 
the third clay was easy. A terrible enfilading fire 
to the right and left soon threw the Confederates 
into a panic. They had inflicted great slaughter 
on the Federal armyi but these points of van- 
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tage being gained, Bragg- had nothing to do but 
retreat. Sherman immediately went to the relief 
of Eumside, who was besieged by Longslreet's 
corps at Knoxville, Tlie raising of this siege and 
the victory of Chattanooga put eastern Tennes- 
see in the power of the Utiion, and opened the 
way to AlabamOi Geor^ai and the Carolinas- 
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Apter the battle of Bull Run !he Confederate 

moved tlieir outposts from Ccntreville. Virginia, 
almost to the banks of the Potomac, Thus their 
flag was in plain view from Washington. They 
erected baiieries nn the Virginia side of the 
river, and thus effectually blockaded the water- 
communication of the Federal caphal. In Wew 
of this state oE things, it is a marvel beyond com- 
prehension that the North should have endured 
McClcllan*5 inactivity for so long a time. The 
patience of the PresiJent and the people, how- 
ever, had a limit, McCteTlan writes : *' About the 
midd[e of January, 1862, upon recovering from a 
severe illness, I found that excesshc ariJtriety for 
an immediate movement of the Army of the Po- 
tomac had taken possession of the minds of the 
administration/' As we have seen, Lincoln or- 
dered a general movement of all the armies to be 
made on the 22d of February, 1S62. His plan 
for the Army of the Potomac was that it should 
move upon Manassas, McClellan had a plan of 
his own, which for a long lime he was very un- 
willing to divulge. In brief, it was to change 
his base of operations to the lower Chesapeake, 
and thence to threaten Richmond. It was with 
difficulty that Lincoln could be brought to agree 
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to this. He saw that it was mora important 
far the Federal army to protect Washington 
tban it was for that of the Confederate govern- 
ment to protect their capital. Nevertheless, at 
this lime he either had not lost confidence in Mc- 
Clellan, or he did not feel strong enough to re- 
move him. But it was necessary that the grand 
army of the Potomac should he put to some 
active use, Lincoln gave permission for the 
adoption of McClellan's plan. 

That Lincoln's view was the true one is shown 
by the fact that on the 7th of March, 1862, Gen- 
eral Joseph E. Johnston began to retreat from 
Manassas, destroying a great quantity of stores 
which the Confederate government had improvi- 
dently accumulated at his head -quarters. When 
the Union army occupied this position they 
found that the strength which McClellan had 
feared was nothing but a shadow. Not ordy was 
Johnston much weaker than McClellan had be- 
lieved, but, being short of artillery, he had 
" made rough imitations of guns," and mounted 
them " near the embrasures in readiness for ex- 
hibition/' As Hawthorne said, "It was as if 
General McClellan had thrust hig sword into a 
gigantic enemy, and, beholding him suddenly 
collapse, had discovered to himself and the world 
that he had merely punctured an enormously 
swollen bladder. . , . The whole business takes 
on a tinge of Che ludicrous- The vast prepara- 
tion of men and warlike material; the majestic 
patience and docility with which the people 
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waited through those weary and dreary months; 
the martial skill, courage, and caution with 
which our movement was ultimately made; and, 
at last, the tremendous shock with which w-c were 
brought up suddenly against nothing at all ! The 
Southerners show little sense of humor now- 
adays, but I think they must have meant to pro- 
voke a laugh at our expense when they planted 
those Quaker guns. At all events, no other rebd 
artillery has played upon us with such over- 
whelming effect/' It speaks as unfavorably of 
the Federal Secret Service as it does of the ca* 
pacity of McClellan. If the latter had obeyed 
the President's order and had engaged the Con- 
federate army at Manassas on February 22, he 
must have gained an easy victory and an almost 
unimpeded march to Richmond. The only con- 
clusion to wliich one is forced is that McClellan 
did not wish to fight- He was either a coward 
or disloyal; that he was the former cannot be 
established. 

He was compelled to move at last, however; 
and his own plan was accepted as the most feasi- 
ble, — namely, to take Fort Monroe as a base, and 
move upon Richmond up the Peninsula formed 
by the James and York Rivers. This plan, at 
that time, was well devised. But it was carded 
out neither with promptness nor with ability. 
McClellan, instead of piercing the Confederate 
line, as he might have done, sat down to a scien- 
tific siege of Vorktown. This delay gave the 
Confederates the opportunity to increase their 
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army, by warrant of a conscription law which had 
just been passed, though in the face of bitter 
resistance, which not seldom resulted in men 
being- dragged to war in chains- Extensive re- 
organization was accomplished and energetic 
preparations were made for the defence of Rich- 
mond. The Southern force at Yorktown was 
under the command o£ Magruder. He had under 
him less than twelve thousand men, yet with 
them he managed to hold McClellan a( bay for a 
month,— long enough to enable the Confederates 
to concentrate before Richmond, under the gen- 
eral command of Joseph E. Johnston. 

The latter had left a strong force at WilUams- 
liurg, in the centre of the Peninsula, to guard 
his baggage- train. On the 5th of May this was 
engaged by the Federal advance under Hooker, 
ant] a sharp battle of nine hours ensued. The 
North claimed a victory. But inasmuch as the 
enemy fought for no other purpose than that of 
giving their haggage-traJn time to get away, and 
as that was accomplished, the daim does not 
seem to be well founded. Johnston says be was 
not pursued, and that lie inflicted a loss twice as 
great as that he suffered. 

But matters looked serious for Richmond Its 
people were not so greatly worried over the ap- 
proach o£ McClellan, for they had long ere this 
learned to despise his generalship ; but the 
"Monitor," after her successful encounter with 
the " Merrimac" had opened to the Federal fleet 
the James Riven On May 15 the "Monitor," 



THE ra.UE CniL WAR 



wish tereral guobruts, asccihled the river to 
Drevrj's filaff, tigrht miles bdow Rkhraood. 
Thb tlimr ibt city, and ^^pr^iaUy xht Coo- 
ttdcnte executive, inio a paTiic. Congress ftd- 
ioiiracd, in spile of the appeal of the people 
that Lbej should continue their session. Tbe 
city was alnrosl entirely unfortified, the authori- 
ties haruig failed even to protect the approach 
by the river, there being on it no obstadc to the 
enemy except the hiilf-linislied fon at DrcATy's 
BtufT, on which there were but four gum in posi- 
tion. 

But the feeling at RichmoTid w^s not un>n»- 
mous. While many of the iaiufaitaats were 
evincing stgn^ of ptisiUanimitT. attd showed dis- 
loyalty to their govcnuneM, OMicntulating 
themselves that thc>- were tt<n ^s cwMntted as 
to incur the enemy's reveatHMI^ vd while the 
effects of the goverameM mm^il^miHf padcedl 
ready for shipment tn C^^mhik SmA Caro- 
lina, the majority were (totccanMttft WttttDce 
to the very uttermost; th* LigMfeM^Ql Vir- 
ginia passed resolutions imftlnrlq^ tJin^ Quftd- 
erate authorities to hold RichllWiBm lh« cost 
of Lis destruction rather thm MVMMWIte They 
desired that " the President h* WMMd that 
whatever destnictioo or k«» -ei f iif af^ o( the 
State or individuals shall thcr<4p vmlft wtU be 
cheerfully submitted itkT TU» «K%nns<ni the 
administntioKL Evvry «ff««t ««s warn lAode to 
block the water ap prewh. The works at 
Drewfy's Bhiff wen faitliti wi tnmL The 
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river was filled with sunken obstructions ; and just 
as these latter were completed by the sinking 
of a schooner the Federal gunboats '* Galena" 
and " Aristook," with the '* Monitor/' appeared. 
When the first sounds of the bombardment were 
heard, a public meeting was being held at the 
City Hal], The occasion was improved by the 
delivery of impromptu and enthusiastic addresses 
from the g-ovemor of Vir^nia and the mayor oE 
Richmond, They pledged their word that rather 
than surrender the city they would devote it 
lo the flames, and in this they were upheld 
by the citizens whose homes and property were 
at stake. Governor Letcher declared that if 
he were given the alternative to be shelled or 
surrender, iie should reply, " Bombard and be 
damned." 

Durmg the day of the 15th an artillery duel 
went on between the Federal gunboats and the 
fort, with the result that the former were beaten 
off- Seventeen shots struck the " Galena/* kill- 
ing and wounding thirty of her crew. On an- 
other boat seventeen were killed. The fleet was 
convinced of the impracticability of taking Rich- 
mond by the river. 

During this time McClellan was doing nothing 
btit planning, leasing the administration at 
Washington for reinforcements, and writing to 
his wife of successes which had no existence ex- 
cept in his own mind, '*I think," he said in one 
letter, "that the blows the rebels are now re- 
ceiving and have lately received ought to break 
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ihem up.'' In the mean lime Lincoln was urging 
him to take Richmond, " or give up the job." 

The Federal forces were dotted about in the 
Shcnandoab Valley and in western Virginia, 
without any pretence of conceniraiion either as 
to plan or command. In this Stonewall Jack- 
son saw his opporltmity. By an expedition into 
the Shenandoah Valley, thus Ihreatcuing Wash- 
ingtoHj he might give the Federal government 
something to think about besides the capture of 
Richmond, Leaving EwcU at Swift Run Gap to 
hold in check General Banks, who had an army 
in the valley, he made a rapid and circuitous 
march (picking up reinforcements by the way) 
to McDowell, where Milroy was in command of 
the Federals. On May 8 Jackson sent this de- 
spatch to Richmond: "God blessed our arms 
with victory at McDowell yesterday." He now 
went after Banks, and found him at Winchester 
on May 25. Owing to egregious mistakes on 
the part of the War Department at Washington, 
Banks had not been reinforced, nor had there 
been any concentration of the armies that might 
have assisted him. He was defeated by Jackson 
at Winchester on May 25, and, had not the Po- 
tomac River and means of crossing it been at 
hand, Banks's whole command would have been 
destroyed. 

McClcllan wrote to his wife at this time; "I 
have this moment received a despatch from the 
President, who is terribly scared about Wash- 
ington, and talks about the necessity of my re- 
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turning in order to save it. Heaveii save a coun- 
try governed by such counsels! Banks has been 
soundly ihrasliedr and they are terribly alarmed 
in Washington. A scare will do Ihem good and 
may bring- them to their senses." Was there 
ever such fatuitons egotism! 

Washington wa^s scared. The administration 
saw visions of Stonewall Jackson swooping down 
with an immense force. Stanton was panic- 
stricken, — a condition of mind into which he 
was always easily thrown. On hearing news of 
the '* Mcrrimac's" exploits in Hampton Roads, 
he looked out of the windows expecting to be- 
hold the monster already threatening Washing- 
ton, On the present occasion he telegraphed to 
the governors of the Korthem States to imme- 
diately organize and forward all the militia and 
volunteer force at their command. McDowell's 
regiments, which were on their way to reinforce 
McClellan, were recalled. Had it not been for 
Jackson's brilliant campaign, the Federal army 
before Richmond would have been strengthened 
by forty thousand men. With a force of seven- 
teen thousand he confused and deluded sixty 
thousand Union troops, gave Washington the 
greatest alarm it ever suffered, won several bat- 
tles, prevented the capture of Richmond, and re- 
turned with a great quantity of spoil and a large 
number of prisoners. 

Very slowly McOellan advanced, though he 
encountered no opposition w'irth speaking of, 
until, on the 30th of May^ he was at Fair Oaks^ 
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about eight miles from Richmond, The object 
of Noriherti desire was then almost within his 
grasp. It now seemed reasonable for the ad- 
ministration to expect that something would 
happen, Lincoln had in many despatches; ex- 
pressed an " excessive anxiety" to hear of some 
cheering victory. The general had hitherto had 
nothing to say except to make demands for more 
troops and excuse his delay by the muddincss of 
the roads. Lincoln was provoked to say, '* Mc- 
Clellan seemed to think, in defiance of Scripture, 
that Heaven sent its rain only on the just and not 
on the unjust." 

In the mean time Johnston had forced McClel- 
lan to activity. On the 31st of May, owing to 
the flooded condition of the rivers, the Union 
army lay divided into two parts. Seizing the 
Opportunity afforded by this temporary weakness 
of position, Johnston made an attack on General^ 
Casey, who was in command of the troops on the 
Richmond side of the ChickahomJny. This was 
the battle of Fair Oaks or Seven Pines, Until 
five o'clock in the afternoon the advantage was 
decidedly with the Confederates, though Kearney 
saved the Union troops from an utter rout; but 
at that time Sumner crossed the river on log 
bridges at the head of two divisions, and after 
being thus strengthened, the Federals turned 
defeat into victory, though it was far from a de- 
cisive one. The principal mishap to the Con- 
federates was the disabling of Johnston, who was 
struck by a piece of bursting shell and borne un- 
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conscious from the field McClellan was not on 
the scene of battle during the whole day; he 
remained at his head-quarters under the excuse 
of illness. His indisposition was not such as 
would have deterred a spirited commander- 
Lee was now in personaJ command of the Con- 
federate army, taking char^ at the end of the 
second day of fighting- McCIelian was still ask- 
ing for reinforcements J Rnd in response General 
McCall was sent to him. He had at this time 
one hundred and five thousand troops to Lee's 
sixty-four thousand. But all discouragement 
had vanished from Che minds of the Confeder- 
ates. They now knew their enemy, and Jeffer- 
son Davis wrote: " With God's help we will beat 
him as soon as we can gel at him," Several 
minor engagements, with var>'ing results* led to 
the battle of Gaines Mill, which was fought on 
June 27. McClellan was in the process of 
changing his base from the York to the James 
River. While making this move, Lee attacked 
his right at Mechanicsville, to the north of Rich- 
mond, This was on June 26. The Confederates 
were repulsed with considerable loss. General 
Porter, who was in command of this division, 
was ordered by McClellan to fall back on Gaines 
Mill near the bridge across the Ghickahomiuy, 
which it was necessary to protect, jpwing to the 
fact that Jackson was threatening from the 
north. On the next day Porter sent to request 
reinforcements, but his messenger failed to 
reach McClellan. The Federal troops numbered 
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twenty-five thousand men; against them were 
combined Long-street, Jackson, and the two 
Hills, with more than twice that strength. While 
these two armies were engaged- Magruder, with 
twenty-five thousand men, occupied a position 
between the Union left wing and Richmond. 
This was a magnificent opportunity for McClel- 
lan, who, with :tn unengaged force nearly double 
that of Magruder^ might easily have overpow- 
ered hun and cleared the way to Richmond; but 
his habit of magnifying the Jitrength of his oppo- 
nents prevented him. Porter held his position 
with great courage and discipline; bat towards 
night a general assault from the combined forces 
of Lee and Jackson overwhelmed the Federals, 
driving them to the river, where there would 
have been a panic had it not been for timely help 
which served only lo cover Porter's retreat. Mc- 
Gellan despatched the news to Washington in 
the following words : 

"I have lost thi^ banU because tny Eorce was loo imaU. 
... 1 ice] too earnestr> (o-nighl. 1 have seen too many 
dead *nd ^rounded comrades lo feel otherwise thin that the 
government has not suntamcd ihi* artnj'. If you do not do 
90 now, the eame i.^ EoaL If J ?ave thi^ nrmy now, I tell 
jQu plainly thai 1 owe no [hanki to you or iu ary other 
persona in WaahinEtDTL You hax'e done your beat to sacri- 
fice this array." 



From now on the story of McOellan's Penin- 
sular campaign is that of a retreat. There was 
fighting' continuously for seven days, from June 
2$ lo July I- Lee saw that McCleilan's plan was 



THE WAR IN YIRGINTA 



305 



lo get back to the James River, whence his 
retreat down the Peninsula might be covered by 
Federal gunboats- He sent Magruder around 
by a line of march which struck the Federal rear ; 
Hill and LongMreet also attacked them at Fray- 
ser's Farm; but owing to the splendid discipline 
of the Union army these assaults were ineffec- 
tive- It was this discipline, that Lee did not ac- 
curately estimate, which led to his defeat in the 
general attack at Malvern Hill on July r. The 
plan of th:3 attack was one of Lee's few mis- 
takes- 

Malvern Hill is a high plateau of oblong shape 
about a mile and a half in length. At the top 
it is bare of timber; its front is hollow and rises 
in terraces. On the slopes of this hollow the 
Federal troops planted sixty cannon, and the 
summit was occupied by ten thousand infantry- 
Lee thought he could take this position and cap- 
ture the Union army. The thing was manifestly 
impossible. As soon as the Confederate troops 
began to cross the half-mile of meadow at the 
foot of the hill, they became exposed to a tre- 
mendous fire of both cannon and artillery, which 
converged upon them as they approached. And 
yet charge after charge Lee and Jackson ordered 
against that impregnable position, only desisting 
at nightfall. One colonel, on receiving the com- 
mand lo advance, protested, " My men will be an- 
nihilated. Nothing in the world can live there." 
Jackson replied, with a heartlessness and unwis- 
dom not customary with him, *' I take care of my 
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party that the North's conquest of the South 
was impos^Tble. Gladstone said that if the South 
were set upon separation, she would gain her 
end. And he reasoned that the English people 
should be careful not to alienate the good-will of 
the cotton-producing section. The Times de- 
clared, " The war can only end in one way. Why 
not accept the facta and let the South Iw gone?" 
Palmerston's sympathy was wholly with the Con- 
federacy, Nevertheless, the English government 
maintained its position of neutrality, though not 
with extreme care. Englishmen were now grow- 
ing to think that the sooner the war was ended 
by the success of the South the better. 

Changes were now brought about in the offi- 
cering of the Union army. Halleck was made 
commander-in-chief, and Pope was called from 
the West to take command of the newly organ- 
ized Army of Virginia, which was created out of 
the corps of McDowell, Fremont, and Banks- 
McClellan was still at Harrison's Landing. Much 
pressure was being brought upon the authorities 
to have hitn replaced. This came especially from 
those who were eager for radical measures in re- 
lation to slavery. McClellan was notably conser- 
vative in regard to this question, a fact which 
served to strengthen rumors of his disloyalty that 
were in the air. Chase and Stanton strongly 
urged the President to place Pope at the head of 
the army on the James. Lincoln was unwilling 
to do this, but he did offer the command to Bum- 
side, by whom it was declined. On Augu.^t 3 
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McGdlan was ordered to remove his army from 
the Peninsula to Acquia Creek, Against this the 
General eEirnestty protested, and it seems as if 
his ar^ments were sound: 

"Here directly in froat of this arttij is the heart of the 
rBbelHon. It is here that all our rc50urc?5 shocild be col- 
lected to slrike thp blow which will delermine the late of the 
nation. All points of secondary jmportance TU awcar should 
ht abandoned^ and «vcry avuibbk Dian brought here; m 
decided victory here and the mihtary strength of the re- 
bellion is crushed. It mauers not what partial Tev?rKS we 
rrwy mccl wilh cl.-iewherc. Here b the true defence of 
Washington^ It is hfrc on the banks of the James that the 
fate of the Ifnion should he decided, I entreat tlml this 
order may be rescinded/' 

Possibly, if the Army of Ihe Potomac Tiad been 
strongly reinforced, and a capable and fighting 
general placed at its head, results migfhl have 
been different. But at that time the Union au- 
thorities knew of no man on whom they could 
place such reliance. On the other hand, it is 
also possible that a concentration of Federal 
troops before Richmond would have led Lee to 
abandon that capital to its fate for the sake of 
the more effective measure of threatening Wash- 
ington, When, two years later, Grant carried 
out what was practically McQellan's plan, Ihe 
greatly weakened Southern army under Lee 
could not help itself by threatening Washington, 
as that city was well taken care of by an abun- 
dance of Union troops. 

Lee now !eamed that to Pope's Army of Vir- 
ginia was to be intrusted the advance on Rich- 
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mond. Pope was now, in the popular estima- 
tion, the rival of McClellan. Unfortunately for 
himself, he began with a lamentable lack of tact 
which made him unpopular with his own officers. 
Said he, in an address to his men : 

"We have nlwajs Men our enemies' bftcks tn the West; 

1 comf Erdm an Army which sought it^ enemy and beat him 
<^hcn found; whose policy has not been defence, bul 
aHact" 



The railroad south to Richmond starts at Gor- 
donsvtlle. There Pope's army lay, watched by 
Jackson, Lee determined to proceed thither 
himself. Before he could do so, howe%'er, the bat- 
tle of Cedar Mountain had been fought (August 
9, 1862.) Jackson's army numberj^d over twenty- 
two thousand; Banks had at his command not 
more than a third of that number. The lat- 
ter, ignorant of the fact that he ^vas faced by 
sucli odds (many of Jackson's iroops being con- 
cealed in the woodfi)^ determined on the attack. 
Such was the courage of the Federal troops on 
this occasion that they almost gained the vic- 
tory, notwithstanding the overwhelming odds. 
At nightfall, though each side had in turn been 
driven back, the Federals were standing bravely. 
Banks in this fight atoned for the dismal defeat 
he had previously suffered under Jackson on the 
banks of the Potomac 

When it became known among the Confeder- 
ates that the Army of the Potomac was leaving 
Harrison's Landing, Lee determined to give his 
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attention to Pope. He sent Jackson to Pope" 
rear, and thai dashing general started down the 
Shenandoah Valley with thirty-five regiments 
and undertook a manceuvrc which entirely sur- 
prised the Federals by its audacity. Turning to^ 
the esst iifler reaching Salem, he slipped^ 
through Thoroughfare Gap and made a raid on !■ 
Manassas Junction, where the Federals had largefl 
subsistence stores. After allowing his soldiers 
to help themselves to what they needed (and 
Confederate troops were always in need), he 
burned the remainder. When Jackson's where- 
abouts became known to Pope the latter saw 
that he had his enemy iti a trap, and bid every 
preparation to catch him. That is, he made 
every preparation except closing the door of the 
trap. Not that Jackson was exceedingly anxious 
to get out, but the fact that Pope failed to detai! 
a force to guard Thoroughfare Gap allowed 
Longstrcet to march through. When Jackson 
saw that he would have to fight Pope, he chose 
Bull Run, where he previously had done Eamous ■ 
service, as the battle-field. He took a position 
west of the Warrenton Road, where he could be 
easily met by Long&treet, who was expected in fl 
accordance with a prearranged plan. Pope's 
army appeared on the 27th, and Jackson at- 
tacked him during the afternoon. A battle was 
fought which lasted until nine o'clock, when the 
Federals gave way. During the next day Jack- 
son's army was so concealed by the wooded and 
hilly condition of the country that Pope, though 
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he was anxious to engage Jackson beJorc the 
latter could be reinforced, was not able to find 
him. In the mean time Longstreet appeared, and 
on the morning of the 29th, finding a bdttle in 
progress between Jackson and Pope, came upon 
the field in the latter's rear. Jackson was pro- 
tected in front by an embankment of a railroad 
which was in process o£ construction. This the 
Federals gallantly and repeatedly charged under 
the command of General Giover. It was a ter- 
rific and bloody fight, and would have succeeded 
xi Glover had been sustained, Kearney charged 
the other end of the Confederate line, forcing 
back the enemy until it was reinforced by Long- 
street's troops. At the end of ihe day the Fed- 
erals had been compelled to retire, though Pope 
was under the impression that he had won the 
battle, and sent a despatch to Washington to that 
effect. But on the following day Longstreet and 
Jackson were still retaining their position. The 
greater part of the day was taken up with skir- 
mishing and an artillery duel But at three 
o'clock Pope attacked Jackson wtth his main 
force. Longstreet was in the best position to 
assist Jackson, which he did by directing a tre- 
mendous fire upon the Federal support. A gen- 
eral advance, anticipated by Lnngstreet, drove 
the Union army from one position to another 
until, with great slaughter and in confusion, it 
was forced from the field; and the second great 
victory for the Confederates was recorded at Bull 
Run. Pope endeavored to cast the blame for 
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this disastrous defeat on Fltzjohn Porter, who 
was convicted by court-martial, but finally exon- 
erated. He was to have made an atlack on the 
left unless opposed by Longstreet. Instead of 
engaging, he manoeuvred in the attempt to pre- 
vent Longstreel's attack, which was entirely in 
accordance with his orders. Pope was now in 
great need of reinforcements. McClellan» who 
was at Alexandria, was ordered to send men un- 
der Franklin and Coxe : hut instead of doing this 
he argued with Halleck, counselling that Pope be 
left " to get out of his scrape and at once use all 
our means to make the capita! perfectly safe." 
This caused LincoJn to say, " McClellan has 
acted badly towards Pope ; he really wanted him 
to fail." 
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After the whole summer's campaign the situa- 
tion as it concerned the North showed no signs of 
improvement. It is true that advantages were 
being- gained in the West; there the Confed- 
eracy was being weakened by the work oE Grant 
and Sherman; hut the war must be won or lost 
in Virginia. That was the heart and the head 
of the Confederacy, And in Virginia matters 
looked better for the South than they had done 
at any time since the first battle of Manassas. In 
Washington there was corresponding discour- 
agement. Indeed, after Pope's defeat the North- 
ern capital was in a condition closely resembling 
panic. All Ihe employees of the civi! depart- 
ment5 were armed for the defence of Washing- 
ton- The Army of Virginia was called within 
the fortifications and consolidated with that of 
the Potomac, McClcUan being again placed at 
the head. 

At the beginning of September Lee was at 
Chantilli^ where the Union army suffered a severe 
loss in the death of General Philip Kearney. 

The Confederate commander now had it in 
his power to excite in Washington the gravest 
alarm, His army, it is true, was poorly equipped. 
The troops were entirely destitute of stores, 
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Without ihe means of sabsistence, ragg-ed and 
shoeless. Vei, notwithstanding this, Lee deter- 
mined 10 cut himself off from Ihe base of sup- 
plies. He could not afford to be idle; to go 
forward meant Ihe invasion of Maryland, No 
other plan was so likely to harass and annoy 
the enemy. Then, too, it was hoped that the 
natural sympathy which subsisted between Mary- 
land and the Sovith would, in the even! of the 
victorious presence of the Confederate army, 
lead to an uprising, Lee and Davis thought 
that a decisive victory on Federal ground would 
bring the North to a willingness to discuss terms 
of peace. On the 4th of December General Lee 
wrote to president Davis from Leesburg: "I 
shall proceed to make the movement at oncCp 
unless you should signily your disapprobation." 
But he did not wait for a reply. Indeed, he was 
across the Potomac before the President could 
have received his despaicli. The Confederate 
army, forty-five thousand strong, marched for- 
ward, singing "Maryland, my Maryland," and 
on the 6th occupied the city of Frederick, The 
Advance was led by Jackson, and gave the occa- 
sion for Whittier's poem concerning Barbara 
Frielchie, in which veracity is entirely sub- 
ordinated to the picturesque. Strict search of all 
records will show that these verses which have 
been so many limes recited in every school- 
house in the North were not '* founded on 
fact," Stonewall Jackson was not the man to 
wantonly fire on the Union flag. Later, as he 
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was marching through MJddletown on his way 
to Harper's Ferty^ two girls waved miniature 
Union flags in the sight of his men. Jackson 
raised his hat and bowed, saying to his staff, 
"We evidently have no friends in this town/' 
While at Frederick, Lee issued a proclamation 
to the people of Maryland, making known the 
motives and purposes of his invasion of the Statc> 
But the people of Maryland did not seem dis- 
posed to rise. In fact, Lee was received by them 
with remarkable coldness. He was obliged to 
subsist on the country; but was willing to pay 
for his supplies. His only money, howe\'er, was 
Confederate paper currency, for which the Mary- 
land farmers would not give up their provisions. 
Lee was reduced to the necessity of taking pos- 
session of Harper's Ferry, at the head of the 
Shenandoah Valley, in order to keep open his 
line of communication. This obliged him to 
divide his army, sending Jackson to Harper's 
Ferry, while he continued his march into Mary- 
land. The fact of this division became known 
at the Federal head-quarters, owing to an order 
received by D. IL Hill being found in his camp 
after be had vacated it. McClellan saw the op- 
portunity, and for once made haste to avail him- 
self of it; not such haste, however, as he might. 
He overtook Lee's rear at South Mountain, and 
in an engagement there gained a distinct advan- 
tage. Lee retired lo the other side of Antietam 
Creek, near the town of Sharpesburg. Lee was 
now in a most precarious position. His army 
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being depleted by twenty-five thousand in Jack- 
son's division, everything depended upon Uie 
latter general returning in time to take part in 
tlie battle whicb wa.s imminenL Jackson was 
successful at Harper's Ferry. The garrison was 
in no position to help itseU; and he received 
the surrender of its twelve thousand five hun- 
dred men and large stores o( supplies wltliout a 
fight, 

U McClellan had engaged Lee on Sept ember 
15, he could have overwhelmed him with his 
greatly superior force before Jackson's return. 
He did not commence his movement, however, 
until the afternoon of the i6lh, by which lime 
Lee's army was reunited. At two o'clock 
Hooker crossed the Antietam and engaged the 
Confederate left. But there was not much done 
on that day except to give each commander 
opportunity to find his position for the battle 
which was to follow. At dawn on the 17th, 
under cover of their artillery fire, the Federals 
under Hooker attacked Jackson's division. 
After an obstinate 5ght and great loss the latter 
was compelled to fall back. But being supported 
by Hood, and afterwards by General Walker, the 
ground was regained- French and Richardson, 
with their two divisions of Sumner's corps, at- 
tacked the Confederate centre. At this point 
occurred the greatest carnage of the battle- 
Here was " Bloody Lane," a sunken road which 
was the scene of a terrific Struggle- Burnside 
was ordered to capture the bridge across the 
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Atitietam, which has since been called by his 
name- He was successful only after three hours 
of severe fighting. This advantage being gained, 
the village of Sharpsburg, which was tl»e key o£ 
Lee*s position^ would have been carried had it not 
been for the timely appearaiice o( A. P. Hill's di- 
vision, returning froni Harper's Ferry. 

Colonel Taylor, of the Confederate army, gives 
the following comprehensive account of the sec- 
ond day's battle: 



■* When the issue wa5 first joined, on the aftemnon oi the 
i6lh. General L«« had with him }es& ihan cighieen thousand 
men, consisting of the cnmnianda n( LongstrcPl and D, H- 
Hill the two divisioits of Jackson, and iwo brigades und^r 
Walker, Courier.', were sent to Ihc rear to hurry up the 
divisions of A, P. Hill, Anderson, and McLaws. haSLcnins 
from Harper's Fcrrj, and ihew several eommands, as they 
reached ihe froTil at intervals during ihe day, on the l?th, 
were ]mmcdiatc]7 deployed and put (o work, Every man 
was enflagcd. We hiid no reser^'e. 

"The fighting we* heaviest and most continuous on the 
Confederate left. It is established by Federal evidence tjiat 
the three corpi of Hookrr, Maniilield. and Sntnncr were 
completely shattered in the repealed but fruitless efforts to 
turn this flank, and two of Ihese corpA were rendered useless 
for further aggressive movemenls. The aggregate strength 
Of the attackinj^ column at this point reached forty thousand 
men, not counung the two divisions of Franklm's corpi, 
»cut at a laie hour in the day to rescue the Fcdizral right 
from rhe impending d^inger of being llj^clf difEtroyed; vhile 
Ihc Confederates* from hrst to last, had Jess than fourteen 
Ihouiand men on this flank, con^hdng of Jackson's two divl- 
sions. McLaws's division, and the two small divhion*i. of 
two br?gj»de? each, and*r HnocT and WftlVer, with which to 
resist [heir fierec and oft-repcaccd assaulls. The dispropor- 
tion in ihe cpiitrr and on our right was ai great as, or even 

aoTc decided thao. on our left," 
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The battle of AnticCam was indecisive. The 
Federal loss was twelve thousand four hundred 
and ten: the Confederate^ eleven thousand one 
hundred and seventy-two, Jt has been a subject 
of great controversy as to which side the honor 
of the battle should be given. Naturally, Mc- 
Oellan claimed, in writing to his wife, " a great 
success." Bui judging it according to " points," 
and making allowances for the handicap due to 
Lee on account of his weaker force^ he should 
be given the flecision. Nevertheless, in another 
sense it was a Northern victory. It put an end 
to Che Maryland invasion. Lee was compelled 
to Tccross the Potom*ic into Virginia. Six weeks 
after^'ards he was followed by the Army of the 
Potomac ; but the pursuit was so dilatory that at 
last the patience of Lincoln and Stanton was 
worn out. and McClellan was dismissed. (No- 
vember 5, 1862.) ' 

Our view of McClellan's character and ability 
leads us to believe that his removal was justified. 
He had done great things /or the organization 
of the army, hut he had proved conclusively, and 
at an enormous expense of means and oppor- 
tunity, that he was not able to use the machine 
he had created- Nevertheless, the plea of his 
friends th^t the animus against him at Washing- 
ton was based less on his failures than on his 
poHlics is perhaps not possible of refutation. 
There were men in high position — Lincoln 
always excepted^who were not anxious For de- 
cisive victories at the hands of Democratic gen- 
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eraJs. There wtre men who did not want the 
destruction of the Confederacy to come before 
the overthrnw of slavery. It is our own convic- 
lion that a. close and intimate understanding of 
the effect of Northern administrative poUtics in 
the conduct of the war reveab a perfidious 
betrayal of the lives of men and the welfare of 
the nation. 

Every one remembers Lce'5 humorous saying 
on the occasion, that he reg^relted parting with 
McClellan *' because we understood each other 
SO well. I fear if they keep on changing gen- 
erals, they may get ore that T don't understand/' 
Indirectly, the battle of Antietam meant much 
for the Union cause. The November elections 
were close at hand, and it is fairly certain that 
had Lee won a decisive victory, it would have had 
Euch efifect on the returns from those elections 
that the Northern administration would have 
found great difficulty in continuing the war. 

Moreover, Lincoln had determined that the 
setting back of the Maryland invasion should be 
a signal to him for the announcement oE his 
Emancipation Proclamation. For many months 
this had been a subject of serious questioning in 
Lincoln's mind. Much pressure was brought to 
bear upon him from both sides in the North. He 
was hounded by the radicals, who considered 
that the war was being fought wholly for the 
freedom of the negro. He was persuaded by the 
conservatives, who had respect to the Constitu- 
tion, On April 35, 1B62, Major-Gene ral Hunler, 
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who was cairimandrng' at Hilton Head, South 
Carolina, issued an order declaring the States of 
Georgia, Florida, and South Carolina under the 
operation of martial law; and on May 9 he pro- 
claimed "the persons held as slaves in those 
States to he forever free," Lincoln, however, 
on May 19, issued a counter- proclamation nulli- 
fying that of Hunter. In this he said : 

" I further make known that, whether it be compeTcnt tor 
me as co mn 11 nJcr- in-chief ot lh# army and navj in declare 
Ehc slaves of iiny State or Scaica Irec and whether at tny 
time or in any ca» it ^hall have become a iKcesEity JndLs- 
pcnaftble Id Ihe maintenance of Ihe ffovcmmcnt to examine 
inch fitippoted poner. ar^ quebtlonA which, under my fespon- 
aibility. 1 rrfcrvc to myself, and which I cannot feel jnatificd 
in leaving Lo the d«:iiioiL of a>mmander^ in the Reld" 

In August, 1862, Horace Greeley publislied a 
letter addressed to the President, entitled " The 
Prayer of Twenty Millions/' In this he said, 
" On the face of this wide earth, Mr. President, 
there is not one disinterested, determined, inlel- 
lig-ent champion of the Union cause who does not 
feel that all attempts to put down the rebellion 
and at the same time uphold its inciting cause 
are preposterous and futiJe/' Lincoln replied lo 
this on August 22. His words are eminently 
characteristic of the man, of his wisdom, and 
unity of purpose: 

" IE Ihere be iho^^e who would nt>l iivt t\it Union iinlns 
they could At the same lime save slavery, I do not agree 
whh Ehem, H ihere he ihu&c who wonld nut ^avp ihr Union 
unless they could at the same time destroy slavery. I do OAt 
agree wilh ihrm. My parAmuunt objcfl is to save ihe Union, 
and not either to save or to destroy slavery. If 1 could 
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UTC the Union without freeing viy ^lave, I would do it 
If I could aave it by frcdns All the slaves. 1 -would do ii; 
uid if I could du ii by freeing ^omc and leaving uihers 
alone, I would alao do thai. What I do obout alavcry and 
ihe colored race I du twcau&e I lieZicve U helps Id save Che 
Uni^n. I shall do Ica^ whcncvrr T -ib^ll txLkFTc Ehat what 
I am doing hun^ ihe cause, and I ^hall do more whenever 
I believe doing more will help the cause.'' 






But for some time after he had reached the 
determination that emancipation must come he 
deferred action, awaiting the opportune moment. 
On the 22d of September Lincoln summoned his 
iCabinet. As they assembled they found the 
President alleviatitig the stress of his mind by 
reading Artemus Ward. He finished the chap- 
er by reading it aloud, all being amused with 

e exception of Siancon. Then Lincoln's man- 
ner took a graver lone. He said, " When the 
rebel army was at Frederick, I determined as 

on as it should be driven out of Maryland to 
issue a Proclamation of Emancipation, such as 

II thought most likely to be useful, I said noth- 
ing to any one, but I made a promise to myself 
and (hesitating a little) to my Maker. The 
rel>el army is now driven out, and I am going to 
fulftl that promise. I have got you together 
to hear what I have written down. 1 do not wish 
your advice about the main matter, for that I 
have determined for myself. This I say without 
intending anything but respect for any one of 
you. But I already know the views of each on 
this question." He then read his proclamation, 
which was published the following day. It was to 

M 
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take effect on the first day of January, one thoo- 
sand eight hmidred and sixty-three. 

What did Lincoln expect to gain by this meas- 
ure ? That it would weaken the South by stirring 
up the negroes tf> seek the realiKation of (heir 
freedom? Its slight result in this respect was 
owing to the elemental dissimilarity between (h^ 
mind of the negro and that of the Caucasian* 
the existence of which the abolitionists would 
not admit. The proclamation invited the free 
negroes to take arms in the Union seri'ice. 
Before the end of the year Lincoln could say, 
"Of those who were slaves at the beginning- of 
the rebellion, full one hundred thousand are 
now in the United States' military service, about 
one-half of which number actually bear amis in 
the ranks, thus giving the double advantage of 
taking so much labor from the insurgent cause 
and supplying the places which otherwise must 
be filled with so many white men. So far as 
tested, it is difficult to say ihey are not as gT*od 
BoMiers as any," This was a bitter blow to the 
South- It hurt her pride, as well as her pros- 
pects, to face as free combatants the men who 
had been her chattels. It must also be confessed 
that it was not far from bordering on that bar- 
barity which the law of civiliired nations dis- 
countenances to arm those who were in many 
cases not more than a generation removed from 
the savagerj' of the African jungle. 

The main puqjose of ihe Emancipation Proc* 
lamalion was, however, to affect European sym- 
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pathy. and to revive the enthusiasm of the dis- 
afEected radicals of the North. It is worthy of 
notice, however, that on September 13, only 
nine days previous to the Cabinet meetings 
President Lincoln thus answered the delegation 
of clergymen from Chicago: 

" What good Vp'ould a proclamation o( cmandpfttion from 
mc dn, especially a we arc now «Jtuateil? I dn nul want 
la issue a document that the whole world would sw must 
ncces53rilj he inoperalivc, lite the Pope's bull again'tt the 
cornel. Would my wofd free the alavcs, when I cannot even 
enforce the CnnslTlulioa in the rebel States? Is theTC a 
single court, or magistrate, or individual that would be 
influenced by ii there? And wbsl reascin is there tn think 
it would have any greater elTecl upon the slave:: than the 
late law of Congrff^& whlub I approved, anJ whJL-b ofTm 
pTOteciion and Ireedom to the slaves of rebel masters who 
comp wilhm our lines? Vtt I cannot learn th^l ihaL Taw Usa 
caused a £ing1e slave to come over to ug. And snppoBc they 
could be induced by a proclarndtion at frerdnm frnm me ta 
throw thcmEeltfcs upon us, what should we do with them? 
How c^n wc feciJ anJ care for 5iic\\ s mnltilude? r - . 

" If, now, the pressure of the war sbonld call off our 
forces from New Orleans to defend some rjlher jMiini, what 
is to prevent the masters from reducing the blacks to slavery 
again? - , - Now, then, tell mc, if you please, what pos- 
sible rsEuh of good would follow the issainff of such a 
proclamfliion as you desire? 1 have not decider! against 
a proclamation of liberty to the slaves, but hold the matter 
under advisement-" 



Lincoln prod aimed the emancipation of the 
slaves hy virtue of the war power vested in him 
as President, The: argument For the constitu- 
tionality of the act was based on the idea that 
the slaves were property, and that it was right 
to convert the property of the enemy to the ad- 
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^ffLtiUgt of xUt Unicm. He ftaid, "Anaicft^ the 
world over, deitroy enemies' properly wbes thej' 
CAnnot uie it; ^ud even destroy thdr own to 
twcp il from The enemy. Civilized beUigdCBts 
dtt «[l In llieir i^tjwcr^la help themsdres oc hnrt 
llie enemy, except a few things regarded as bar- 
l>nrriiii or cruel." 

That there waa ai this time an mcrea^m^ de- 
ment of fliBcontent in tlie North 15 shown by tl>e 
rciurnn of the November elections of 1862. 
New York, IVnnsylvania, Ohio, Indiana, IDinois, 
imd WiHconMn, States which had in [860 voted 
for Lincoln, now gave Democratic majorities. 
New York Chy alone recorded its discontent by 
a i:h;mjfe oi forty-ci^ht tliousand votes, making 
a Democratic majority of that year of thirty-one 
thousand. The g-cncral result in the North was 
%a marUvtWy unfavorable to the administration 
lh:it ll»c New York Titrtes claimed it to be equal 
to a "vote of vvant of confidence-" This, how- 
ever, we believe was brought about not so much 
by the prockmiation aa by the lack of success 
on the battle-field. The people were growing- 
tired of the war. The key-note of the Demo- 
cr,itic pl.'itforms was, "The Constitution as it is, 
and the Union as it was." The people did not 
enjoy sceinpr fhe Constitution trampled on as it 
was — perb-ips unnccesfiarily — tn those days- The 
suspensitJti tjf the writ of habeas corpus was a 
usurpation of power on the pan of the Executive 
which came as a shock to liberty-loving Ameri- 
cans. New oflfenccs were created, such as the 
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H discouraging of enlistment, which seemed like 
H a direct infringeniciil o[ the freedom of express- 
H ing- opinion. By virtue of such proceedings 
r many seemingly tyrannical arrests were made. 

After Burnsidc's supersession of McClellan he 
at once proceeded to disturb the quiet which, 
since Anlietam, had been maintained on the Po- 
tomac, But Burnside quickly proved that he was 
not the man which the Northern cause needed. 
Brave to the highest degree, and successful as a 
subordinate commander, he was entirely lacking 
in the capacity to plan a comprehensive strategy 
and to utilize an army like that of the Potri- 
mac. It is to his credit that he had no desire 
for the position. 

His plan was to take Fredericksburg as his 
base for an advance on Richmond. He had hoped 
to surprise Lee. But during the several days 
spent in gathering pontoon bridges for crossing 
the Rappahannock the Confederate general be- 
came fully aware of Burnsidc's plan, and arranged 
his own to counteract it. The Union army was 
organized into three divisions, under Hooker, 
Franklin, and Sumner. On the i ilh of December 
Franklin and Sumner effected a landing on the 
east side of the river under cover of the Federal 
artillery. Owing to this bombardment, it went 
hard with the inhabitants of Fredericksburg. 
They were forced from their homes in search of 
places of safety; many found no secure shelter, 
and were exposed to the elements and destitute 
of food. 
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Tbt ConfoferaCe artaj occopved the bittffs be- 
tween wfudi and the nTcr the town Uj. Invrae- 
di^tefy opposite Fredericksbars ^ Marye's 
Hctghti. Thi5 cfliinence was crowned mth ar- 
tillery 4ml lined with tofdotrir fortified with ride 
pitA and a stone wall. Bamsidc was det er mio e d 
to lake thU impregnable positjon bjr direct 
aault Division after division was led against 
pt, but before ihey could get itear tb« foot of 
the Hill the deadly fire would rake thern, and 
ih^'iT broken columns were forced haek. Hooker 
Ijc^ged Bumstde to desist from tlus foolish and 
fuicid.iE attempt, but hr obstinately ordered the 
ch:irgc to go on, Humphreys led forty-five 
tlioviinntl men against the position and lost a 
thou^nd. It could no longer be endured. The 
rcgJTTicnts retreated in confusion, and the battle 
WAS U^bi- The dead lay in heaps at the foot oE 
Maryc's Heights. There was nothing indecisive 
ahoul this battle {December 13. 1862). The 
Fcdt^'^l 'os5 was more than three times that of 
the Confederate, and Bumside was driven back 
aero** the river He had uselessly sacrificed 
U\* men, whr> had now lost all confidence in him. 
The -irmy, nink and fde. was completely demoral- 

ixcd 

Lee here ccrlauily lost an opportunity. Bum- 
aide did iiul reoToss the Rappahannock until the 
diy following his defeat. He had nothing to 
crou on except in^idefinnte pontoon bridges. 
Had Lee pressed the pursuit, he could have an- 
nihilated the Union army. But he did not know 
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the extent of his success, nor was he ever good 
at lollowing up a victory. 

The prospects of the North were now at a 
very low ebb. Her best army was defeated, in- 
deed had never brilliantly won; the confidence 
of the people was falling away from the adminis- 
tration. Meigs wrote lo Burnside: "i begin to 
doubl the possibility of mainlaining the contest 
beyond this winter unless the popular heart ts 
encouraged by victory on the Rappahannock/' 
There was no unity of purpose among Stanton, 
Halleck, and Burnside- The general was anxious 
to repair hi*i loss in another attempt across the 
river; he also expressed his willingness to retire 
to private hfe. He could not place his pontoon 
bridges^ and he blamed his ill success lo his divi- 
sion commanders, and wished to replace themr 
It ended in his own retirement and Hooker being 
given the chief command. 

In Lincoln's Cabinet affairs at this time were 
far from satisfactory. 5eward was not giving 
satisfaction to the radical Republicans. They 
were convinced that he was hampering the Pres- 
ident by his conservatism. In view of this feel- 
ing, Seward resigned in December. Chase also, 
who had passed open strictures on the Presi- 
dent's policy, resigned on the 20th, Gut Lincoln 
could not afford to lose these men, and induced 
them to recoDsider. There never was a clxief 
magistrate who was so humble under criticism, 
and j'Pt so firm in his own purpose. Moreover, 
it was an axiom with him " not to swop horses 
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while crossing the stream," Lincoln's manner 
and habits were totally misleading. Undoubt- 
edly Richard H. Dana's estimate of him was 
shared by many at this time. He wrote to 
Charles F, Adams : 

" As to the [glides of Washin^oDi the most strlkins thing 

U the abaenqe of p<?rioii.il lo^illy to Ihf Prc&idfEiL 1 1 doU 
not cxibt' Hr has no admiFer&, do emhubiaitdc b~uppuTi«-c, 
none Id bet on his hc^d- [i i Rcpabtican canvcnlian were 
tQ Ik held tP-niDriow, he would not gn the vote oi a StatC- 
He doea nol act, or talk, or feel like the ruler of a srat 
empire in a great crisis. This is feU by all, and hu got 
down throjeh all the la^eri of society. Tl has a di53istroti» 
effeet on all departmenis and claGscfi of officjals, as <A'el1 as 
on Ihe public. He srtnij to me Id be fondc^r of details than 
of principles^ of tithii^ the mitit, anise, and cummin of pat- 
ronage, acid persona] ijuraljon^ Ih^n of the weightier mailers 
of empire. He likes rather lo talk and t«U stories with all 
sorts of perAoni who come to hkm for all »>rt9 of purposes 
than iQ give hie mind to the noble and manly duties of his 
great po3t. It is diiHcull la deEeel thai thJA is the feehng of 
his Cabinet, He has a kind of shrewdness and common 
aenK, mother wJt, and slipshod, lon-levelled honeily, that 
made bim a good Western jury lawyer. But he is an un- 
utterable [:a]ainitj to us whrre he is. Only The army can 
save us. Congress is not a council of stale. It H a mere 
district rcprrscniatinn of men of dislncl reputations. It 
has passed some good laws to enable the President to do 
the work, but the nation doc« not loolc np to it lor caunael 
or lead." 



After thf! bloody reverses of 1S62 it became 
increasingly difHctjIt to replenish the Union ranks 
by volunteers. As early as April 16. 1862, the 
Confederate Congress had passed a Conscripiion 
Act, including all white m:^le5 between the ages 
of eighteen and Uiirty-five, Those who had 
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already enlisted, though for but one or two years, 
were held lo the service of the Southern govern- 
ment to the end of the war. In March, 1863, the 
Federal government followed this lead, An Act 
was passed placing at the disposal of the Execu- 
tive all able-bodied male citizens between the 
ages o( eighteen and forty-five. This included 
aliens who had declared their intention of be- 
coming citizens. It declared any man drafted 
and not reporting for service a deserter. Service 
was to be commuted by the payment of three 
hundred dollars. This bill was a strict party 
measure. In the House, the Democrats, forty- 
nine against one hundred and fifteen^ voted 
against it; in the Senate it was passed by thirty- 
five Republicans, opposed by eleven Democrats. 
At the period of which we are writing, opposi- 
tion to the war was daily increasing. Of course, 
It was almost entirely confined to the Democrats^ 
though it is very far from the truth to say that 
all Democrats took this position. Those who 
desired to see the Union fail in the struggle with 
the South — and they were neither few nor un- 
important — became known as " Copperheads." 
It was considered a term of reproach by the 
loyal, but of it those to whom it was rightly ap- 
plied were not ashamed, Koleworthy among 
these was Robert C. Winthrop, of Boston. But 
the most famous Copperhead was Clement L. 
Vallandigham, of Ohio, who boldly denounced 
and resisted the admimstT-ation in its conduct 
of the war. On December 5, 1S62, he offered a 
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series of resolutions in which be declared "that, 
as the war was originally waged for the purpose 
of defentling and maintaining the supremacy of 
the Constitution and the preservation of the 
Union, . . . whosoever should attempt to per- 
vert the same to a war of subjugation, and lor 
overthrowing or interfering with the rights of 
the Stales, and to abolish slavery, would be guilty 
of a crime against the Constitution and the 
Union." After his term in Congress expired, in 
March, 1S63, he returned to Ohio and organized 
a political attack on the administration. The 
idea of Valbndigham, and the many who sided 
with hjm, was that the Korth should stop the 
fighting :ind accept foreign mediation; it being 
then generally understood that France was on 
the point of offering such mediation. Burnside 
was at that time commander of the Department 
of the Ohio. He issued an order declaring that 
persons within the lines found committing cer- 
tain specified acts calculated to aid and comfort 
the enemy should be arrested and capitally pun- 
ished. Under this order, on May 4, a company 
of soldiers broke into Vallandigham's house at 
hall-past two in the morning and arrested him, 
He was placed in the military prison in Cincin- 
nati. He was tried before a military commission, 
which found him guilty of '* publicly express- 
ingf in violation of General Orders Number 38 
(Bnrnside's), sympathy for those in arras against 
the government of the United States, and de- 
daring disloyal sentiments and opinions, with 
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the object and purpose of weakening (he power 
of government in its efforts to suppress an un- 
lawful rebellion," He was senlenc^^d to impris- 
onment during the continuance of the war. This, 
however, the President commuted to banish- 
ment, and ordered that Vallandigham be sent be- 
yond the military lines into the Southern Con- 
federacy {May 35). This was putting him where 
it was supposed he belonged. But there can be 
no question that the whole proceeding was en- 
tirely illegal- This arbitrary creation of political 
offenceSj and Che many arrests and imprison- 
ments resulting tlierefrom, was a mistaken policy 
on the part of Lincoln and his administration, 
and did much to foster in the North opposition 
to the government. 

During the summer of 1863 several riots oc- 
curred in different Northern cities when the Fed- 
eral authorities proceeded to enforce the new 
levy for soldiers called for in the preceding April, 
The most serious of these popular uprisings was 
that which in July caused a reign of terror in 
New York. In the tenement districts opposi(ion 
to the draft or conscription of men was espe- 
cially serious, as advantage had been taken of 
Lee's invasion of Pennsylvania to inflame public 
hatred against the natJonaf authorities as well 
as against the negroes. Incendiary placards, not 
to mention questionable e<litorials fn one or two 
Democratic newspapers of the city, brought dis- 
cord to the highest pitch. 

Negroes were attacked and murdered in the 
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streets : the Colored Orj>han Asylum in Fifth 
Avemie ami Foriy-iourtli Street was sacked and 
burned- and the soldiers and police were defied 
by thousands of foreigners, reinforced by the 
dangcrou.s clement of the native population, who 
hnd robbed armories and gun-ahops of fire-amis. 
More than one thousand rioters were killed, to- 
gether with many citizens and soldiers. Among 
the latter was Colonel Henry J. O'Brien, a gal- 
lant member of the Eleventh New York Volun- 
teers. 

There can be little doubt that the rioters, in 
apltc of their exccfiscs^ had a real grievance; and 
had the wise counsel of Horatio Seymour, then 
governor of the State, to Lincoln been followed, 
much of the trouble might have been averted. 
Seymour eame in for much undeserved cntici^m, 
however, and there was some talk of treating 
him as Vallandighain, Bright, and other Demo- 
cratic chiefs had been treated. 

Seymour, in his inaugural address, took occa- 
sion to say that while he had sworn to support 
the Constitution of the United States, he had 
also sworn to support that of the State of New 
York- After the riots some correspondence took 
place between him a.nd Lincoln (Applelon's An- 
nual^ 1863), in which Seymour claimed that un- 
der the provision of the Enrolment Act the law 
required that the quotas should he so assigned 
as to equalize the number of men among the dis- 
tricts of the several States, allowance being made 
for those already furnished as well as for the time 
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of service. It was claimed, with apparent jus- 
tice, that New York had hitherto furnished a sur- 
plus, and was entitled to credit, but the state- 
ment of the Federal provost marshal did not 
agree with the records of the Adjutant-General 
of the Stale. Seymour sought to have a com- 
parison made of the records of the two officers, 
and said it was believed " by at least one-half of 
the people of the loyal States that the Conscrip- 
tion Act was in tLseU a violation of the Supreme 
Constitution." 

Lincoln, while earnestly declaring in reply that 
the government would interpose "no obstacles 
to the earliest practical decision upon this point," 
made it clear that he would not consent to a sus- 
pension oE the draft in New York City, because, 
among- other things, time was too important. 
The President did not object to referring the 
controversy to the Federal Supreme Court, and 
Seymour urged that "the action of the admin- 
istration will determine in the minds of more 
than one-half the people of the loyal States 
whether this war is vraged to put down rebellion 
at the South or to destroy free institutions at 
the North." The restoration of authority and 
the settlement of the difference between the local 
and national governments prevented further 
trouble. 

When Hooker took command of the Army of 
the Potomac, he found it in an extremely demor- 
alized condition. The men had become dis- 
heartened aud sulky. Desertions were alarm- 
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ingly numerous, Hookrr himself testi6ed that 
" so anxious were parents, wives, brothers, and 
sisters to relieve their kindred ihat I hey filled 
the express trains to the army with packages of 
citij^cn clothing to assist them in escaping." But 
the new commander's talent for organiialion cor- 
rected these evils, and by April he had deter- 
mined to lake an offensive attitude. 

Lee was at Fredericksburg with sixty thousand 
troops. Hooker had an available one hundred 
and thirty thousand. The cry, "On to Rich- 
mond," was again raised- The Union general's 
plan was that Sedgwick should make a feint at 
Fredericksburg, while he himself, with the 
greater part of the army, would cross the Rap- 
pahannock above Chan<:ellorsville and attack 
the Confederate rear. This part of the pro- 
grannnc was carried out. But instead of making 
the ntlack as soon as he reached a favorable po- 
sition Hooker fell back into the Wilderness, a 
wild country in which the movements of cavalry 
and Artillery were seriously retarded. Lee was 
not outwitted- He turned to face Hooker, and 
in the mean lime sent Jackson — noted Eor his 
wonderful celerity in flank movements — -to make 
a fifteen-niile detour with twenty thousand men 
who were to fall on Hooker's rear, while Lee 
made the attack in front. Jackson was success- 
ful in this movement, and surprised the Federals 
while at supper. His troops were seen while on 
the march, but the Federals supposed they were 
retreating. The consequence was a complete 
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rotit of the Eleventh Corps of Hooker's army. 
But this victory was won at the cost of Jackson's 
life^ and Ihe Confederates mig-ht far belter have 
loEt the battle. While reconnoitring in the dark- 
ness, Jjcksoti was fired on and wounded by his 
own men. Pneumonia setting in, he died eight 
days afterwards, with these last words on his 
hps: " Let us cross over the river, and rest un- 
der the shade of the trees." 

In the mean time Sedgwick had taken Freder- 
icksburg and was marching; on Lee's rear. The 
latter turned quickly and heat him back across 
the Rappahannock, tiere was Hooker's oppor- 
tunity, but he did not realize it. By the time his 
army emerged from the Wilderness, on May i, 
Lee was back and ready to face him. After a 
short engagement tiie Federal general ordered 
his regiments to fall back, much to the disgust 
of his commanders. They had reached an open 
country in which fighting was possible. "'My 
God!" CKclaimed Meade; "if we can't hold the 
top of the hill, we certainly cannot hold the bot- 
tom of it/* This mistake and Jackson's success 
in flanking settled the battle of Chanc ell orsvi He- 
Jackson's command devolved upon Stuart, the 
famous Confederate cavalry officer- With his 
men uttering, for a war-cry, " Remember Jack- 
son/* he seized Hazel Grove, which permitted a 
concentration of the whole Confederate force in 
attack. Generals Sickles and Slocum bore the 
whole brunt of this, while over thirty thousand 
troops remained idle, a fact which in itself indi- 
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caies that the battle of Chance ilorsvitle was Tost 
entirely through bad generalship. On tlic morn- 
ing of May 6 the entire army of the Potomac had 
recrossed the Rappahannock, The Federal loss 
in this battle was over seventeen thousand ; that 
Qf the South was twelve thousand five hundred. S 
After Fredericksburg and Chancellor svil I c theVf 
South was led to think that her cause was nearly 
won. There was great elation among the Cbn-J 
federates. The authorities thought that a suc-^ 
cessfnl offensive movement would quickly bring 
the North to terms. Lee, though not entirelyfl 
convinced of the wisdom of the plan proposed, 
yielded to the pressure. He had made a requi- 
sition for rations. The South could supply en- 
thusiasm* and at this time volunteers and draftedfl 
men in fair numbers were forthcoming; but ™ 
sustenance was a different matter. The country 
was drained of supplies. The commissary-gen- 
eral at Richmond wrote on Lee's letter. "If 
General Lee wishes rations, let him seek ihem 
in Pennsylvania." Lee reorganized his army 
into three corps. — Longslreet keeping the com- 
mand of his old diWsion; Ewell succeeded Jack- 
son; and A. P. Hill was appointed to the com- 
mand of the third. On the 3d of June this artny 
of eighty thousand seasoned and well-armed 
troops began the march to the northward. 
Reconnoissances in the direction of Culpeper 
brought on several cavalry engagements. The 
chief of these, and what was probably the 
greatest cavalry fight of the war, occurred at 
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Brandy Station on the 8th, In this the Confed- 
erates were successful, and the principal result 
was the effective screening of Lee's movements 
from Federal knowledge. 

On the 13th General Ewell marched on Wm- 
chester» and, on the fotiowing day, captured the 
town with its fortifications in brilliant fashion. 
Lee's line was now drawn out to a length of one 
hundred miles. Lincoln, by this time, had 
learned enough of the trade of war to see the 
opportunity. He wrote to Hooker, " If the head 
of Lee's army is at Martinsburg, and the tail of 
it on the plank road between Fredericksburg and 
ChancellorsviMe, the animal must be very slim 
somewhere. Could you not break bim?'' But 
instead* Hooker went off towards Manassas. 
With Stuart and his cavalry guarding the passes 
of the Blue Ridge, Lee continued his advance. 
Hooker following, but to the cast, in order to 
guard Washington, 

On the 27th Lee vvas at Chambershurg: with 
Longstrcet and Hiirs corps, while Ewell's divi- 
sion was yet farther north at Carlisle, From this 
latter place Ewell sent Early to capture York. 
The town was formally surrendered by its au- 
thorities, and the Confederates used their ad- 
vantage to clothe themselves at the merchants' 
expense. 

At this time Halleck and Hooker were acri- 
moniously disputing. Hooker complained that 
the commanding general at Washington paid no 
attention to his requisitions; and Halleck was 
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mjigry b^aufle Hooker complained over hi 
head. There ia no question that the general ii 
the field was most seriously hampered by Hal 
j ' leek's interference. 

On the 28th of June General Hooker wishe< 
to operate ag^ainst Lee's rear by means of thi 
garrison at Harper's Ferry reinforced by Slo 
cum's corps. But Halleck refused to allow htii 
to take the troops from Harper's Ferry. There- 
upon the general wrote that if he were not al- 
lowed to manage the campaign in his own waj 
he preferred to be relieved from the command 
of the army. He was relieved, and his plac< 
filled by Major-Geneial George G. Meade. Al 
the same date Lee discovered that his commu- 
nication with Richmond was threatened by the 
Union army at his rear. For the purpose of di- 
verting his enemy, Lee proceeded to threater 
Baltimore, and inaugurated this strategy bj 
moving his entire army on Gettysburg. 

The battle of Gettysburg (July 1 to 3, 1863] 
was not premeditated. Neither Meade nor Let 
was looking for a general engagement, Bui 
while the former's cavalry, under Buford» were 
reconnoitring on July r, they came in contaci 
with Hiirs advance corps just west of the town. 
The Federals were forced back, and it was her< 
that General Reynolds, who came to the support 
of Buford, was killed. When this preliminarj 
fighting ceased at nightfall the advantage was 
with the Confederates. During the night eacli 
side brought up its rear forces and marshalled 
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them by the light of the moon, Lee should have 
begun the fighting on the 2d at sunrise, but for 
some reason, too much controverted to he clear, 
it was delayed until the afternoon- By this time 
the FetJeral forces had taken their position on 
Round Top, from which they wrought the 
greatest devastation on the Confederates, 

The armies nnw facing each other lay along 
two ranges of hills to the south of the town of 
Gettysburg, the Federals on Cemetery Ridge. 
and the Confederates on Seminary Ridge. The 
former is a convex and the latter a concave line, 
giving the Union army a much better vantage 
of defence. 

Lee began the attack on the afternoon of the 
2d. His work lay directly before him; it was 
to carry Round Top and plant his artillery so that 
it would rake the crest of Cemetery Ridge. The 
Confederates gained some ground; but night 
came, ending a tremendous slaughter, and Meade 
still held his position intact. 

On the third day of the battle Lee again de- 
termined to ciiarge the Federal centre, though 
much against Longstreet's advice. Meade's First 
and Eleventh Corps Iiad been badly used up on 
the previous day, and the Federal generals were 
by no means confident, though determined ^' Eo 
stay and fight it out/' Stuart's cavalry were now 
on the field, and Lee sent them around to attack 
the Union rear. He prepared for the main 
attack, under Longstreet. by ordering forward 
the two divisions led by Pickett and Pettigrew. 



J40 THE TRUE CIVIL 

One hundred and t1iirt3P-fire caimoa w uc to |i^ 
on the Federal centre. Stnait, homvwtr^ «■ 
met by Union cavalry under Grc^^ and hf a 
liriKadc under Cuatcr, and accooipltalicd nolli- 
Ing, Pickett'a charge wa« « nuigniSccnt cam- 
pTe rif deiperate dctcrminatioa. The Unkv bot- 
tericH 5wept the ground over lAuch he dm ga d 
with terrible effect, but his men went on. Tb^ 
came withtn musketry range. Hancock was ■ 
command of the Union forces at this posttiao- 
His tn(nntry met the charging niasa«s wiA a 
tempeat of musketry fire. They were encoor- 
iged by the 1>rave Hancock, and made spJendid 
rrrtlMnncrp Ilttl the Confederate advance was ir- 
iTxiilililr. Pickett's troops gained the ridge and 
^'iipiiMTcl ilic ^^nnfi. Kemper and Armtstead 
pliinfr'l Mu'ir banners on the crest. But Petti' 
^iTw li;i(l nfil been able to lead his men to Pick- 
rll'HHn]i|>iirt, no nlber reinforcements were avail- 
nbk, anil Ihc latter was soon overwhelmed by 
Miiiiil.rrH and rompfllcil to retreat. This lost the 
liattlc for Lee, It also ended the invasion. 
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Lincoln's message to Congress in December. 
1863, was characterised by a hopeful and confi- 
dent lone which would hardly have found a har- 
monious response in the heart of the North the 
year before. While no very marked progress 
had been made in forcing the recalcitrant Stales 
to obedience, it was apparent that the North 
could and would contimie the war until the South 
had passed beneath the yoke. Her great re- 
sources stood by her in sufficient stead, and the 
South was being worn out. It was like a battle 
between a giant and a more active, perhaps more 
scientific, but weaker antagonist. Unless the 
smafler combatant could early deal a blow that 
would reach a vital spot, his chances of victory 
were slight, Lee had failed to strike such a blow. 
His invasion of the North resulted in failure, 
WhiTe so far the South had waged the more 
brilliant warfare and had earned the greater 
honors, she was becoming exhausted, and the 
North was still hammenng her army with un^ 
abated vigor- 
Lincoln said : 

"When Congress aaHmbled a year igo. the waf h&d 

almJ/ Idsftd ni^arly twrnly months, and chtre had broi 
many conftids on both land and sea with varying results 
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Thf rriiellion had btcn pru>.td back irlo reduced limits; 
yet the tone of public Jeeling and opinion, ai home and 
ibroad, was not satisfactory With olhcr sians, the popular 
elections, then just passed, indicated uneasinesi amons t*ur- 
iclkcs, nJiile amid nmrh ihat ms cotd and rncnaEing, the 
Idndesi words coming from Europe were uttered in accents 
of pit/ that tfcc were loo blind to suftcndef fl hoptle^s 
cause. . - . The preliminary Emancipadon PrQclam^nion^ 
issued in September. wa« ruiiniue iU assigned period Lo the 
beginning of the new year, A month later the final proda- 
mdliun i=amc» including the annoiin cement that colored men 
of suitable condition would be received into the war aervicc- 
The policy of emancEpalion and of employing black soldiers 
gave to the future a new aEpect, about whttih hope and fear 
and donbl contended in uncertain conflici- Eleven months 
having now passed, we are permitted to tike anathcr review. 
The rebel borders are pressed still farther bact. and, by the 
complete opening of the Missifsippi, the country dominated 
by Ihc rebellion is divided fnto di^lirci parl^j, wilh no pmc- 
tLcal communication between themr Tennessee and Arkan^ft 
have been subslfintially cleared of insurgmt conlroL , . , 
Of those Stales not included in the Emancipation Proclama- 
tion, Marjfand and Mi^wuri, neither of which, three year* 
ago, would tolerate any restraint opon the ex led si on of 
slavery into new Territories, only dispute now as to the 
best mode of removing it within their owti limits. . . - The 
cri<<i*< which Ihrcaicncd to divide the fnendfl of the Union 
is past." 



Anllslavery feeling had made an immense g'ain 
in the North. The abolitionists had won. At the 
firing on Sumter Lincoln could not have raised 
an army worth considering, if the war had had 
as its avowed object the extinction of slavery. 
Now the opitiion was general (hat for the sake 
of ending the war it was expedient to destroy the 
institution. It cannot, however, be argued that 
there was any growing love of the negro. His 



SHERMAN'S MARCH 



343 



emancipation was accepted b^ the majority as 
an expcdif^nt, right in itselF, but of questionable 
constitutionality. 

On the other hand, a situation of affairs for- 
gotten by, if not unknown to, the present 
generation, must be noted- The United States 
prisons were full of political prisoners. For 
the expression o£ opinions condemnatory of the 
action of the United States government, men 
were being arrested without judicial warrant and 
incarcerated without trial by jury. Free speech 
was prohibited. Freedoni of thought was de- 
barred of expression. Even the right of being 
represented by counsel, which is guaranteed by 
the Constitution, was denied these " political 
prisoners." The Habeas Corpus Act was in op- 
eration. The Korth was in the hands of the 
despotism of expediency. 

Yet the whole hrart of the North was very far 
from being ^vith the administration, The mioor- 
ity was becoming more active and insistent, de- 
spite repression and persecution. This fact is 
substantiated by the continued falling oft of the 
supply of volunteers. Enthusiasm for military 
service became less and less. It had been most 
fearfully demonstrated that war was an unhealth- 
ful business. Moreover, the supplying of the 
needs of the army and the depletion of the ranks 
of industry by the thousands who were enlisted 
gave unusual opportunities for gain to those 
who remained at home. Even the conscription, 
of itself, was not sufficient to bring out the 
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requisite niunber of men. Experience faa<I cte- 
monslrated tlie haired of the people towards tlic 
expedieni, and therefore it was not deemed ad- 
visable to enforce it with overmuch rigor, for f«ar 
that opposition and agitation might reduce Re- 
publican niajoriueB, The expedient of bounties 
was resorted to. The government, the Stale, 
and the country, offered bounlies ; the aggregate 
obtainable by a bounty man was frequently six 
or seven hundred dollars, sometimes much more. 
Thia, of course, was a bonus in addition to the 
regular soldier's pay. The system had a vicious 
effect. Tt created a new criminal industry. — 
namely, that of " bounty jumping." It attracted, 
from the lowest moral strata, men who would 
cnh-at to obtain the bounty, Uke the first oppor- 
tunity to desert, and forthwith repeat the per- 
formance in some other part of the country. One 
man confessed to jumping the bounty thiriy-lwo 
times. There were also brokers who made a 
lucrative business of supplying such recruits, and 
also substitutes for drafted men unwilling to go 
to war and able to escape service by purchasing 
exemption through a man engaged to take their 
place. 

Nevertheless, the efficiency of the Northern 
army wa:i greatly improved. The veterans had 
received the best possible training. The lesson 
had been learned that the war could not be won 
with officers whose chief qualifications consisted 
in their political connections. Gradually there 
had come to the fore a set of generals who were 
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not only skilled in the science oE wajf3.re, but 
whose achievements warranted the trust reposed 
in ihem. The administration ceased to interfere 
with them. This was true of both sides. Grant 
was opposed by Lee; Sherman was matched by 
Johnston, who had succeeded BragR. Sheridan, 
in command of the army in the Shenandoah, had 
his rival In Early, 

At last the right man had been found to take 
supreme command of the Union forces. On Feb- 
ruary 29, [S64, Congress revived the rank of 
lieulenant-general ; and the President, who had 
been empowered to confer that rank on whom 
he would and during his pleasure, at once 
named Grant. The conqueror of Vicksburg 
was thought to be the only man who could save 
the Union cause. Lincoln said to him : 

^'The itatLon's appreciation oE what 7011 have done, and 
ifs reliance iipon you (or what Temams to be done m the 
exisiing great struggle, are now prescntedp with this com- 
itiiuion consliluting you Lieulenanl-gencral in the army of 
ihq United Slates. With this high honor devolves upon you 
alio a correspond in g responsibility. As the country jcrdn 
trusts you, so, under God, it will cnstain you. 1 sc^eely 
rtced to add (hat with what I here ipealc for*lhe nation goes 
my own hearty personal concurrence" 

It WES a plain, honest, able man calling to 
his side a man equally unostentatious, able, and 
sincere. With Grant there were no brass and 
feathers. He cared nothing- whatever for the 
dignity of office. His whole thought was for the 
best way of doing the work before him. He is 
described at the time as having '^ rather the look 



$iS 



THE THUE CIVIL WAR 



of n man who did, or once did, uke a tittl« too 
much to drink. But the ordinary, scmhby-liydk- 
ing man. with the slightly seedy look, as if he waJ 
out oE office and on half-pay. and nothing to do 
but hang round the entry of Willard's^ cigar in 
mouth, had a clear blue eye and a look of resolu- 
tion, as if he cculd not be trifled with, and an 
entire indifTerencc to the crowd about him." 

It is a remarkable Fact that at this time the 
unafiftuming lieutenant-generaJ had much more 
of the confidence of the people than had the 
President who appointed him. But then many 
men had discovered by experience that it was a 
tcrritic task to command the armies, but every 
one stilT had liberty lo think he could better fill 
the Presidency than did Lincoln. Chase was 
lecking, by every means, to undermine his chief's 
prospects in order that his own might be secured. 
He coveted the highest magisterial office of the 
Union. When Lincoln was compelled so to act 
that certain persons were disappointed or of* 
fcndedf the Secretary of the Treasury took pains 
to let it be known that he would have done other- 
wise. He had an influential following, and con- 
sented to allow his name to be presented to the 
people. The people, however, had no use for it- 
Nothing more strikingly shows the patriotic 
magnanimity of Lincoln Ihan the way in which 
he endured Chase's thwarting? and annoyances, 
simply because the President thought that the 
Secretary of the Treasury was the best available 
man for the office. 
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Tf Lincoln, at Ihe beginning oE the fourth year 
of Che war, saw reason.^ for hope and confidence, 
the South also was no less encouraged. Her 
people, despite the fearful drain upon her re- 
sources and the terrific punishment she had re- 
ceived, still believed in the certainty of establish- 
ing their independence. The late successes had 
been mostly in favor of the Confederacy. The 
Union arms had in reality achieved but little ex- 
cept in the way of wearing out the South in a test 
of endurance. Banks had proposed the conquest 
of the Trans-Mississippi; it had resulted in the 
Red River campaigns, in which the Confederacy 
gained the distinct advantage. Sherman had 
said of his army, with which he had expected to 
do great things in the Soutliwest, half ^' went to 
Memphis and luilf went to hell." The Mississippi 
was not secure to the Federalists with Forrest 
and his Confederate troops ravaging its shores. 
The opinion at Richmond was that this would be 
the last year of the war. If the Confederacy 
could withstand the grand attack now to be 
made, it was believed that the North would be 
forced by the intervention of Europe to desist in 
her attempt to coerce, if not through sheer in- 
ability to maintain the offensive. 

Grant's campaign, destined completely to 
overthrow the hope of the South, was planned 
with the extreme simplicity which pertained to 
the man. Lee's army was between him and 
Richmond, the front of the rebellion. He would 
attack Richmond, and either capture or demolish 
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it. In the mean time a ratal stroke mi^i be 
given the enemy hy an cxpeditioii led bjr Sber- 
man to Atlanu and the Southern seaboard. £fl 
this would be cnc<>unlcred Johnston's anoy, 
which Sherman mast either capture or destroy. 
By May 5, 1864, the Army of the Potomac had 
crofi&ed the Rapidan and wa^ encamped in the 
Wilderness- Its site was of evil augury to the 
North* since Hooker had met his disaster there. 
Grant did not desire to risk an engagement here; 
but Lee, knowing the ground lo be extremdy 
unfavorable for defence, decided on pushing the 
attack. Grant saw that it would be necessary W 
fight his way out of this perilous position. Lee 
beg:an the attack in the morning, and the battle 
raged all day. There were times when each side 
seemed inclined to take panic and run. But at 
night, when the struggle was entiet]^ it was found 
that the Union army had suffered by far the 
greater loss in men and had gained no advan- 
tage; in fact, the honors of the day, though both 
sides had fought with great vigor and bravery, 
rested with the Confederates, A correspondent 
of the London Herald wrote from the scene: 

*■ The rcsulU lo Ihc enemy in some parts of ihc field 
uniiQl b« dcKribed by any word lei a forcible than mas- 

He estimated that the Federal killed could be 
positively shown to be not less than three thou- 
sand. Probably Grant lost in the Wilderness, in 
killed, wounded, prisoners, and missing, not far 
Irom thirty thousand men. 
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Grant now turned towards Richmond by way 
of Spottsyivania, where Lee, with his usual saga- 
city, anticip3.ted him. Desultory fighting con- 
tinued for several days. It was at this time— in 
fact, May ii — that Grant wrote to Hallcck: "I 
propose to fight it out on this line if it takes all 
summer/' It was an expensive line, and one 
Grant was imable to follow directly, but it was 
the only course to decisive victory. It meant 
jdcfeat by attrition, and the Union army was 
Able to last the longer and thus conquer in the 
end. 

On the 17th Ihe principal battle of the ten 
days' fighting in the Wilderness, that of Spottsyl- 
vania, was waged. The Federals attacked an 
angle of earthworks held by the Confederates. 
It was a auiprise, and resulted in the capture of 
the works and nearly Ihc whole o( a division 
commanded by General Johnson. It was here 
that General Lee gave ?uch a marked exhibttioti 
of his devotion as well as personal courage. 
When the Confederates were on the point of 
EufFering a complete disaster, Lee rode in front 
of the line, and there, m the midst of the battle, 
gat bareheaded on his horse, an ejtamplc of 
daunilessness to the troops. These shouted, 
"Go back. General Lee; go back!" and as his 
horse was being led to the rear, they went to 
the charge with courage that could not be with- 
stood. 

With Grant now started on that wholesale life- 
sacrificing campaign which was to end at Appo- 
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mattox, and which wc wiQ study in a later 
ter, wc wil[ turn to Sbennan, wbo was gtl\ 
hi9 army in shape for hts memorable expedition 
through Georgia. ShcrmaD's ta^ Vp'35 no less 
diffictilt than that of Grant. It required that be 
swing away from his base and practically ahaa- 
don any attempt at keeping open 3 line oF com- 
muntcation. Moreover, it was necessary thai he 
traverse a wild country which was admirabJ^ 
adapted to the concealment and protection of the 
enemy. Before entering upon this decisive cam- 
paigp^L, however, Sherman made an expeditio^H 
against Meridian in Mississippi and Selma in Al^^ 
bama, in order to destroy the means of transpor- ,, 
Eation in tbe centre of the Confederacy. Heifl 
Polk was in command of about twenty Ihousan^^ 
troops, the cavalry being under the command oi 
Forrest. Meridian was destroyed, m accordance 
with Sherman's programme, with little resist- 
ance. Forrest then, after an unsuccessful inva- 
sion oE Kcntuckj', made an attack upon Fort 
Pillow, This was defended by Majors Booth and 
Bradford and about five hundred men, Ualf of 
whom were negroes- Forrest demanded a stir- 
render, which was refused. He ihen carried lb* 
fort by storm. No quarter was given, 
slaughter approached a massacre. A few of tl 
garrison escaped to the Federal gunboats in |] 
Mississippi^ 

After sending Generals Banks and A, J. SnaitI 
to the west of the lower Mississippi on an exp( 
dltion which ended disastrously, they being di 
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feated by Generals Kirby Smith and Richard 
Taylor willi an inferior force, Slierman set about 
the great Georgian campaign. His army of 
nearly ninety-nine thousand men was tliu* organ- 
ized; The Army of the Cumberland, under 
Major-General Thomas ; the Army of Tennessee, 
commanded by McPherson; the Army of the 
Ohio, under Schcfield, Against this invasion 
Johnston could muster thirty-six thousand Infan- 
try and artillery and less than seven thousand 
cavalry. The disproportion was great, but was 
in a measure counterbalanced by the fact that the 
Southern force was upon the defensive. 
Sherman telegraphed: 

"We intend (o light Joseph Johrsion until he i± satisfied, 
And I hope he will nol attempt to escape. If he does my 
bridges are down and wc will be after him." 

Johnston had no intention of attempting to 
escape; he was there to dispute every inch of Ihe 
way. But he did not, like Lee, court a general 
engagement. The Confederate army was in- 
trenched at Daltonj but, finding that Sherman 
was seeking to turn his position by marching- on 
Resaca, Johnston evacuated DaJton or the I2th. 
The Confederate commander had a wholesome 
respect for Northern sotdters. He had had ex- 
periences with them, both as their leader and as 
their enemy; and, as he himself declares, the 
estimation in which they were held by Southern 
editors and political speakers was not sufiieiently 
well founded for the purpose ol foniiing a judg- 
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meiit as to tiow and when it would be well 
give battle. He therefore confined his operation 
to skirmishing and protecting his comraunica- 
tions. On May 20 Sherman held a line of ad- 
vance which extended through Rome, Kingsto 
and Cassville, ninning east and west- Johnsto 
was disposed to hazard an engagements beUeving 
that a favorable opportunity was presented. But 
Generals Polk and Hood expressing their convic- 
tion that neither of ihcni could, bold his position, 
Johnston, knowing that this discouragement 
would communicate itself to the men, abandoned 
the project. He later confessed his error m 
giving way to the judgment of his generals. 

Sherman was now within fifty miles of Atlanta- 
So long as he could keep the enemy before him, 
he was secure. He wrote: 

" Thf long and singlt? lin^ dE roilroail to my rcflr !a tb^l 
ddicate poini of my same, as also ihe faci thai all of Geor- 
gia cxcrpt lliF cleared bolloin&j i& ilrnv!/ woudnl, withi 
few roads, and al any poiDt an enterprising enemy ean, lji 
a. fen hciur^, wicli axrs ard sp^dca. mAlcr dcrosi Dur path 
formidable works, whilst his sharp- Ehootcrg, spica, sad 
scnirEy In thp gui«? of peaceable farmers, can hang around 
us and kill our wagon men, mossen^rs, and cotirier^ It 
ia a big Indian war; stil! ihns far I have won four strong 
positions, Advanced a hundred milesn and am in ^asc^aion 
of A large wbeat-gnjwmg region and all the iron-mtnca and, 
works of Georgia," 

On May 25 Sherman left the line of railroad,, 
not desiring to contend the strong position at 
Allatoona Pass, He bore to the east, and Hook-' 
er's division came in contact with the Confed-i 
crates the two following days. But Sherman 
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made the detour and again reached the r;u]road 
at Allatoona. Jolinston did no more than re- 
tard the Federal movement; thoug-h he made 
a gallant resistance. Sherman slowly but surely 
pressed on. A detailed history of these manceu- 
vres for position h of interest only to the miUtary- 
strategist and those who still wish to refresh 
their memories of personal experiences. 

On the T3th of June occurred one event which 
was a great loss to the Confederate cause- This 
was the death of Licnienant-General Polk, who 
combined the qualities (rarely related in modern 
times) of an eminent bishop and a gallant soldier. 
This happened at Pine Hill, where he had gone 
wilh a small reconnoitring party. As they stood 
together, a good mark was presented for a Fed- 
eral battery distant some six or seven hundred 
yards. The third shot passed through General 
Polk's chest. 

Sherman's despatch of June 23 gives a good 
idea of the nature of the fighting which was 
going on. 

"OvT lines arc now in cIom cnniact. and the fiphting in- 

ce5!HaiiT, wilh a goad deal cE artillery As fasl as we gain 
one position ihc enemy has another all ready, but J think 
he will Eoon have \n lei go Kene^aw, which is the key to iht 
whole counlr^r The wealhcr i** now hcitcr, and the rnada 
nre drying up fa^T. Our losses are liffht, and, notwithsiand' 
ing the repealed break* of Ihc road in our rear. Buppljes are 
ample,'* 



Tt was a continual sparring, with Johnston con- 
stantly but with dogged slowiiess ialUng back. 
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Sherman's policy was not to risk a general cn- 
gagenicnt. He preferred saving his men by 
a slow, zigzag progress, to risking* the direct 
attack. He departed from bis method, however, 
at Kenesaw Mountain, and thereby proved the 
wisdom of llie other course. He ordered the 
attack on Ihe morning of June 27. It was re- 
pulsed at every part of the Confederate line. 
The Federal troops held to the assault with cour- 
age and tenacity- and in consequence suffered 
great and disproportionate loss. Many were 
found dead, lying against the Confederate breast- 
works, thus showing the spirit in which the as- 
sault had been made. Reports show that while 
the SoulherncTs lost only eight hundred, Sher- 
man's loss was not far from three thousand, 
Sherman, confessing it was a failure, said, " I yet 
claim it produced good fruits, as it demonstrated 
to General Johnston that 1 would assault, and 
that boldly/' 

General Thomas, however, did not consider 
sueh game as this worth playing. When asked 
by his chief, " Are you willing to risk the move 
on Dahon, cutting loose from our railroad?" he 
replied, " If with the greater part of the army, 
I think it decidedly better than butting against 
breastworks twelve feet thick and strongly 
abatised." 

Sherman had no great opinion of the Army 
of the Cumberland. He complained of tt as 
being too slow, and that Thomas did not seetn 
to realize that the work of the Federal army 
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was offensive rather than defensiven He said 
of Thomas's division: '* A fresh furrow in a 
ploughed field will stop the whole coliiTnn, and all 
begin to intrench," After the defeat at Kenesaw, 
he again reported ta manccuvring, and, turning 
lo the right, took possession of the Chattahoo- 
chee River. He was now wJlhin eig;ht miles of 
Atlanta, 

The South was greatly disappointed at John- 
ston's falling bacW to Atlanta and thus surren- 
dering a large and rich part of Georgia. But, 
though constantly on the retreat, the Confeder- 
ates had not waged an unsuccessful warfare. It 
had been, in fact, a brilliant example of general- 
ship, providing it be conceded that Johnston's 
policy of not giving a general engagement was 
the true one. He had inflicted great losses on 
his enemy, probably five times as many as his 
own. He thus justifies his policy: 

" Al Dallon the grtaf numerical aap^rriofity of the rncmy 
made th? chances of battle much 3.gaJn&t as; and, even if 
beaEen, they had a sate relume behind the fortified pass 
of RinBaoId and in Lhe fortress of Chaitanooga. Ouf refuge, 
in case of defeat, was in AtLnnta, one huntlrcd miles off, 
with three rivers inteneninp. Therefore, victory for us 
could have b^en indpcisive, h'hile drfeat would hawc brcn 
uucrJy di5fl5Trou6. Between Dalton and the Chattahoochee 
we could have given bittle only by aClacking (he enemy 
intrenchedn or 90 near intrenchments (hat \ht only reaull of 
success [0 irs would have been hi^ fallJng into Ihent; while 
defeat 'would have been our rxim" 



There was now a lull in the campaigns, both 
that which we have been EoIIowing and Grant's 
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m Virginia. The interest in tlie North was 
largely taken with the approaching Presidential 
election. The question of Ihe hour was ; Had the 
people enough confidence in the Illinois "rail- 
splitter"' to continue him in his position of tre- 
Riendotis responsibility? Opinions differed, 
James Russell Lowell asked what would ha^'e 
been the condition of affairs had a weak or un- 
wise man been elected in his stead Yet there 
were many men of influence who, perhaps con- 
scientiously, hoped to defeat Lincoln's nomi- 
nation. There was a scheme to postpone the 
convention. Circelcy was distinctly opposed to 
Lincoln. He thought that Fremont. Butler, or 
Grant would do as well. Much was made by him 
and others of the custom, which had for years 
prevailetl, of restricting the Presidency to one 
term. At this late date, the idea of preferring 
Fremont or Butler to Lincoln seems loo ridicu- 
lous to be possible. But a man is never judged 
as a whole in his own time. He is estimated by 
the last happening which may be kid to his re- 
sponsibility. The Union arms had not given the 
satisfaction which the North had anticipated, and 
the failures were laid at Lincoln's door. Said an 
editor to Thaddeus Stevens, "Introduce me to 
some member of Congress friendly to Mr. Lin- 
coln's renomination." Stevens went to Arnold, 
of Chicago, a close friend of the President, and 
said, " Here is a man who wants to find a Lincoln 
member of Congress. You are the only one I 
know, and 1 have come over to introduce my 
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friend to you." This yms, of course, an exag- 
geration; but the fact that such a thing could 
happen indicates the strength of the opposition 
to Liucolfip 

A convention consisting of a few hundred men 
gathered at Cleveland, May ^i^ 1864. and nomi- 
nated Fremont for the Presidency, and John 
Cochrane, of New York, for the Vice- Presidency. 
Lincoln turned the whole proceedings to ridicule, 
and furnished a new political metaphor by read- 
ing from the Bible to his friends the following 
incident from the life oE David : 

"And every one ihat wu in distress, and every one that 
wa^ discontented, gathered ihtiti^elve^i unio him; and he 
became a captain over ehcm: and there were with Eiim about 
four hundred men," 



At this lime the mind of the North was not 
decided as to whether her arms were meeting 
success or defeat. True, Grant was winning bat- 
tles; but at what cost! Chase said: 

"The people are craij, or 1 am. T don't see the recent 
militory succc^^ca. Most cnrncslEy do I pray thai we may 
HC them hereafter. All, und« God, depends on Grant. So 
far he has achieved very Eicilc, and that Utile has cost beyond 
computation. Siill, my hope is in him He seems die ablest 
and (iLo.st pcr^iiitrnt m^n wc have. Sherman ha.3 done well 
and apparently more than Grant*' 

Serious as were the trials of the North at this 
time, there were those who were willing to take 
advantage nf public depression for stock-jobbing 
exploits. On May 18 a. bogus proclamation was 
published which caused great, though brief, con- 
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ttcrnalion. It was n ctever forgery which pur- 
portctl lo come from Lincoln, and appointed a 
d&J for Uvimilintion, fnsling, aticl prayer, — an ac- 
knowled^^iiif nt> on the p:irl of the adminUt ration, 
of Grftnt*» failure. It w:ifi pubhshcd in two Dem- 
ocratic papers, (he Journal of Commerce and the 
NfVi' York lyorld. Tbougli, on discovering the 
fflCI thut it wa» a canurJ. the ctlitoria endeavored 
lo rectify Iheir mistake, by order of the President 
lUcy ^vere arretted and iheir journals suppressed 
nnder military authority. 

In the mean time some efforts were being put 
forth to bring about an understanding as lo the 
bftHJA upon which negotUtions for peace might 
be carried on^ Early in the summer a manifesto 
was published by the Confederate Congress, set- 
ting" forth the demands of the Confederacy. It 
had not receded from its position held before the 
war, except that now there was no express men- 
tion of slavery in the Territories, Immunity 
from interna! interference mu.et be insured. 

" 1^1 ihcEn forbear nggr«Q&ion( upon nc. and thE war lit at 
>n crd. If IhtTf be qu»Eion2 wht^h require Ldjustmcnl fay 
pegnriQiioni, vie have cvpt Iwrn willing, stkI are ,ilill wilhng, 
to enter into communication wUh our adversaries in a spirit 
of peace, ol cquiLjr, and man]/ Iranknc^^," 



In 1S63 Vice-President Stephens oflfered his 
services as a commissioner, and attempted to 
make the journey to Washington; but the aa- 
thorities there refused to allow him to pass their 
lines or to hold any sort of communication with 
them. In July, 1S64, Messrs, C. C Gay and 
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Jacob Thompson were at Niagara Falls, whence 
they sent a letter to Horace Greeley, solicithig a 
safe-conduct lo Washington^ where, as Southern 
commissioners, they were to endeavor to ascer- 
tain OH what basis, if any, peace could be nego- 
tiated. Lincoln contented himself with replying 
" lo whom it may concern" that the Union and 
the complete abolition of slavery were the .ntn^ 
qua non of peace. It is said that Lee cloaked 
any interest he might have bad in this letter with 
the remark that it concerned no one. Many 
Northern newspapers were discussing the possi- 
bility of ending the war by an agreementn and 
many held that it could and ought to be done. 
The Tribune salC: 

"We feel ceriain ihat (wo-lhirds of the American people 
on either side of the dividing line Aoxiaual^, ib'<arbnig].y. 
6<tsln p*aceH anj art rpady (o makp all needful sacrifices lu 
secure it. Then why Ahall tt be lonff ^vichhcld? Ltt us 
know, a^ soon as may he. Ehr mo^i that the reliel chicU will 
do to iccurc pcicc ; let us know whal is the ' nltimalucn' 
on our side. We have no sympathy wilh the ahaddering 
dread thai our goyeTnincnl may, by lislrning lo propnsiljon* 
from ihe rebels, virtually aeknowledRe Iheir independence. 
Etiquette is the diicaae of little minds, great souls are ticvcr 
[rodbled by it" 



But the Union authorities never could bring 
themselves to treat with the Confederacy openly 
and above board, although the Jaqucss-Gilmore 
Peace Mission was tacitly though unofficially 
recognized by the Federal administration. 

On the 29th of August the Democratic Con* 
vention met at Chicago, August Belmont, in 
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calling the Convention to order, said that *' four 
year* of misrule by a secltonn^l, fan-ilical, and cor- 
rupt party had brought our country to the verge 
of ruin. The past and present are suFHcient 
warnings of the disastrous consequence which 
would befall us if Mr. Lincoln's re-dection should 
be made p05S]]>]e by our want of patriotism and 
unity/' Horatio Seymour, governor o( New 
York, and the permanent chairman of the con- 
vention, said^ 

"They [thr party in powrrl wrr? animUfd by intolerance 
Bnd FanAiici$m> anU hlindcU by an ignorance of the spirit oi 
□ar institution s» the character ai our ptoplc, and ihc coadi- 
litm of our Land, Sirp by *Lcp they have marchtd on Xo 
renulta irom which at [he on-^ct thcv would have shrunk wiEh 
horror; and even now, when war has d«o1attd our land. 
haa laid irs heavy brrden upon Ubor. and i^hen bankruptcy 
and ruin overhang us, ihey will noi have the Union rcfitored 
Iin1e9!( upon condiLiont unknown to the ConsTitulmn. . . . 
They will not even listen to a, proposal for peace which doe> 
not offer what this ^vernment ha^ no right to ask." 

The platform adopted was similar in its pur- 
port. Seymour would have been the nominee 
had he not emphatically refused to allow his 
name to be used. The choice fell on George B- 
McClellan. who met with little opposition. 

The Republican Convention had met at BaJti- 
more, June y. Lincoln, whose nomination had 
For some time been practically certain, explained 
the confidence of his party thus: 

"1 do not allow myself to suppose that either the conven- 
tion or the league have concluded to decide that I am either 
(he BTcaicat or best man in America. btJi rather they have 
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concluded lE is not btst to swop horipa while crosung the 
river and have further concluded thai [ am not bo poor a 
horse thai they might not m^c a botch a( it ia trying to 



I 



Andrew Johnson was nominated for the Vice- 
Presidency by the Republican party, though he 
was a Democrat and a Southerner, because, like 
many others in East Tennessee, he supported the 
Union and had a peculiar and strong following 
whose support was earnestly desired by the man- 
agers of the Republican campaign. 

Farragut's brilliant victory in Mobile Bay con- 
tributed immensely to the restored confidence of 
the people in the present administration. It was 
a direct contradiction of the popular abbreviation 
of the Democratic platform: " Resolved, the war 
is a failure." From the beginning Mobile had 
been a source of trouble to the Federal govern- 
ment, in that it afforded especially favorable 
facilities for blockade-runners- The Confederate 
authorities knew that sooner or later it would be 
made the point of a determined attack, therefore 
they brought the defences up to the highest pos- 
sible state of perfection. 

It was on August 5, 1S64, that Farragut de- 
termined to run the gauntlet of the fortress and 
enter the torpedo-proEected harbor. Tn a letter 
wrilten just before the battle he said, " I am 
going into Mobile Bay in the morning if 'God 
is my leader,' ^ 1 hope he is/' It was a terrific 
fight. The ironclad " Tecnmseh" went ahead to 
grapple with the formidable t-tm " Tennessee," 
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but before the duel Tuid £airfy b^un the Upbob 
moi uw iheJr best ship throw her steni oat of 
the water uid plunge bow foremost lo the boi- 
torn. She had been blown up bv a torpedo. Foe 
a while the fate of the battle bung in the baUoce^ 
The Federal ships w-cre hoUdlcd before Fort 
Mor^n and were being raked with deadly etTecL 
The flagship '* Hartford" could not go on 
because the " Brooklyn*" lay in her way, " Tdl 
the admiral there is a heavy line of toipedoes 
ahead," signalled the latter. " Damn the lor- 
pedoesP shouted Farragut from tbe rigging. 
'* Co ahead, Captain Drayton ! Four hells," The 
*' Hartford" steered to the West and crossed 
the line tn safely. Such 'M of ty courage and stem 
determinalion plucked victory out of the very 
jaws of defeat: the battle of Mobile Bay was to 
the career of Farragut what the battle of Copi 
hagen was to that of Nelson/" 

Wc return now to Georgia, where we left the 
conleating parties before Atlanta. Pollard at- 
tributes the capture of that city by Sherman to 
the unaccountable replacement of Johnston by 
Hood, saying that, though U»e latter had a heart 
like a Iton. his head was a block of wood. The 
reason given for the supersession oJ Johnston 
was his failure to check the advance of the enemy 
and also because he expressed " no confidence 
that he could defeat or expel him." The latter 
reason is singular. To it Johnston simply replied. 
" Confliient language by a military commander is 
not usually regarded as evidence of compel 



SHERMAN'S MARCH 



363 



Davis never had any love ior Johnston, and, 

while obliged to use him, on more than one occa- 
sion took the opportunity lo humiliate him. 

Hood took the command with the understand- 
ing that his go%'ernnient wished to see some 
fighting. He satisfied that desire. On the 20th 
of July he attacked Sherman's right at Feadi- 
tree Creek. Though some prisoners were taken 
and the retreat was made in good order, yet it 
was a repulse. On the 22d occurred another 
battle near the same spot; and on this occasion 
the Confederates caplured two thousand prison- 
ers and six pieces of artillery. Hood made 
another attack on the 23d. He came out oi At- 
lanta by the EelVs Ferry road> He had» however, 
made a miscaJculation which cost him fifteen hun- 
dred men, according to his own statement, 

Sherman was now regularly besieging Atlanta. 
Bombardment did not seem to elTect much, and 
for weeks the Union general waited his oppor- 
Itinity. On the 31st of August he found the Con- 
federate army divided into two parts, twenty-two 
miles away from each other. Hood had also 
sent his cavalry under Wheeler to intercept Sher- 
man's line of communication. On this^ (he Fed- 
rals moved to a commanding position near 
Joneaboro, from which Hood was unable to dis- 
I lodge them. On the 1st of Sepiember Hardee's 
^■Corps was defeated with great lo5s. Hood now 
^Bfound himself outflanked, cut off from his sup- 
^^plies, and his army divided, cut in two by the 
Federals. Thereupon, he determined that At- 
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l^knu was no longer tenable. He destroyed 
atipplics, urhich it was found impossible to re- 
move, blew up the magazines, and marched oul 
Jiut at the momeni when (he weary North wiS 
beginning to look with consideration on the CW- 
cu^o platform, the news came from Sherman: 
*' Atlanta is ours, and fairly won. Since the ^t\ 
of M:iy we have been in one continual battle 
skirmish, and need rest." 

The administration of the North needed such 
news as this. It came just in the nick of timc.« 
The people were almost ready to vote the affino'^ 
Btive on " Resolved, the war is a failure." But 
now came successes, Farragul had achieved his 
victory in Mobile Bay, Sheridan also had de- 
feated Early at Winchesler and Fisher's HilL 
These victories, to use Sew-ird's langua^, 
" knocked the bottom out of the Chicago nomt- 
nalions/' By October, Chase, who in the interval 
Irad been dropped From the Cabinet and, aftei 
much sullenness, had been reconciled to Linci 
could write : 

"Thflr« it not, now, the ali^hlcEt nncertttiniy about thi 
Tp-tlrction o( Mr Lincoln. The only question is by whi 
popular and wbal decioral majority. God grai;i Ihai 
may \x w decisive a« to turn rirery ho^c of rebellion u 
despair." 

Atlanta was formally surrendered to Shermanl 
by the mayor of the city. The former promised 
that the hves and properly of non-combatants] 
should be respected. He did not keep his prom- 
ise. Before his occupation he had ordered all 
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civilians, male and female, lo leave the city within 
five days. When Hood endeavored lo intercede 
(or the city he could not protect, the answer 
he received from the FederaJ commander was, 
" Talk thus Co the marines, and not to me,** To 
the mayor he replied, " 1 give fu]l credit to your 
statements of the distress thai will be occasioned 
by it, and yet shall not revoke my order^ because 
my orders are not designed to meet the humani- 
ties of the case." 

There was a movement on foot at this time 
to have Georgia withdraw from the Confederacy 
and treat with the North for peace. It was felt 
that the State had not received the consideration 
and protection due from the authorities at Rich- 
mond. But to overtures of this nature Governor 
Brown replied: 

*' Wliatever may hv the opinion of her people as to (he 
inju^licc done het by (be Confederate admrnistration. Gear- 
gia win triumph Willi her Confederate liisters, or *ihtf will 
gink with them in eomrnoa ruin." 



The Confederate administration and generals 
were now apprehensive and uncertain as to Sher- 
man's next move. Hood finally determined to 
fall back towards Tennessee on the Federal line 
of cotnmunication, with the hope that he could 
thus draw Sherman out of Georgia. But Thomas 
was in Tennessee, and, having received rein- 
forcements, he was competent to take care of 
Hood. Sherman, now left with no effective op- 
position, determined on liis famous *' march to 
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Ihe sea-" Thus the two armies whidi had been 
engaged in so many weeks of continual fighting 
were now man:hing away from each other 

Before leaving Atlanta, Sherman crowned his 
relenUeys methods by destroying the city by fire. 
This destruction of the property of non-comba- 
tants, the means of subsistence of women and 
children, may have been an eiTective method of 
cansing the people to tire of rebellion, but it was 
not consistent with the principles of civilised 
warfare. 

On November iG Sherman divided his army 
into two bodies and marched out of Atlanta- 
One division took a route which led through 
centra) Georgia and Milledg-evillc; the other fol- 
lowed the railroad in the direction of Augusta, 
There was no opposition, except from Wheeler's 
cavalry and a home-guard militia. The people 
did their best to remove all provisions out of the 
Federal way, a precaution which was necessary 
not only on the ground of ill-will, but for the 
saving of their property. The Federal troops 
had a great respect for the goods of the people 
whose homes they invaded. They preserved 
everything they could carry with them. It must 
be confessed that in this respect the Federal 
soldiers, not excluding officers, showed a van- 
dalism far from creditable to an army that was 
fighting for a great moral purpose. 

While speaking of Northern barbarities such 
as these, we are reminded of the question of the 
treatment of prisoners, The sympathies of 



4 
I 



SHERMAN'S MARCH 



367 



Northern people have never ceased to be affected 
by the stories of suffering in Andersonville aad 
Libby Prisons. But it ought to be remembered 
that up to July, 1863, the South had captured the 
more prisoners and was at her wits' end to pro- 
vide iov them, despite great efforts to do so. 
After the balance of prisoners shifted the North, 
always unwilling to abide by its cartel cf ex- 
change, became yet more averse to doing so. 
It is a fact that the men who pined and died of 
hunger and disease in Southern prisons were 
abandoned by their government, which refused 
to make adequate arrangements for the ex- 
change of prisoners. Many were exchanged 
under a plan by which the Federal government 
could pretend to know nothing- about it. and 
thus avoid a recognition of the belligerent status 
of the Confederacy; btat the Confederate au- 
thorities were prepared to exchange man for 
man, to the fullest extent. One excuse which 
the North made for its failure to exchange 
prisoners was the fact that the South objected 
to giving up their recaptured slaves for their 
white soldiers, — a very natural objection, con- 
sidering the grounds on which they were fight- 
ing. But in November, 1864, Colonel Ould, the 
Southern commissioner on exchange, wrote to 
his Secretary of War: 



" My own firm convictinn h that, even if we were to 
affree lo the unjuai demands uE the cnemj in this re*ii>PCC, 
wc would nn( secure a general cKchangf, , . . [ think ii very 
d^uUiul wbethei they noulil agree lo 3 general excLkUig« 
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'* T( you can hold Lce^ and if Thomas can con- 
tinue as he did on the i8th, I could go oi\ and 
smash South Carolina, atl to pieces." {Ibid, 
2S6.) Then again, in a communication to Hal- 
leck, Chief of Staff at Washington, he declared, 
December 24, 1864, "The truth is» the whole 
army is burning with an insatiable desire to 
wreak vengeance upon South Carolina. I almost 
tremble at her fare, but feel that ?he deserves 
all that is in store for her.*' (Ibid., 291.) 

Charleston held a prominence in the Confed- 
eracy second only to that of Richmond. T( was 
the birthplace of secession, Sherman made 3^ 
feint against it. Hardee knew that the effort to 
protect the city was not worth the sacrifice, which 
must certainly in the end be useless. He evac- 
uated the city, after destroying all property 
which could he of use to the Federal army led by 
General Gillmore. An accidental explosion of 
gtmpowdcr, destroying much life and starting a 
devastating conflagration, gave a peculiar horror 
to the fall of Charleston. 

After the burning of Columbia, Sherman con- 
tinued his march northward, the army despoil- 
ing and burning as it went, Sherman's march 
through the Carolinas was marked by a trail of 
ruin. His troops plundered and abused the In- 
habitants without let or hitiderance. Jewelry was 
even taken forcibly from the persons of women. 
If the soldiers left anything, it was cleaned up by 
" Sherman's bummers/* the prisoners of war who 
had escaped from the various prisonsn By the 
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20th of March, 1865. Sherman was at Goldsboro, 
North Carolina, where he was again in dose com- 
munication with CranI, who was but one hundred 
and fifty miles away. The noose was now ready 
to be drawn which would strangle the last hopes 
of the Southern Confederacy, 
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The most imporlant of the se\'eraJ attempt! 
made during the course of the war to institute 
negotiations for the suspension of hostilities wis 
that of F. P, Blair. He obtained, in December, 
1864, a card from President Lincoln with the 
words, 'Allow the bearer, R P, Blair, Sr., to 
pass our lines^ go Soutfi, and return," He went 
South and proposed to Jefferson Davis that he 
suspend hostilities on the plea that Louis Na- 
poleon's schemes in Mexico should be frustrated 
by an immediate declaration of war with that 
country. The result was that unofficiany, and 
through the medium of Blair, a commission, con- 
sisting of A. H. Stephens, John A. Campbell, 
and R. M. T. Hunter, was met by Lincoln and 
Seward on February 3, 1865, on board a steamer 
at Hampton Roads. A four hours' discussion 
ensued. This was resultless, as the ocniniissi oners 
from the Confederate States were unable to con- 
cede the conditions imposed by Lincoln as prece- 
dent to peace. These included the restoration of 
the Union, the abolishment of slavery, and the 
disarming of the South, 

We left Grant in Eastern Virginia immediately 
after his costly and indecisive fight at Spottsyt- 
vania. when in May he found Lee immovably 
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barring his way lo Richmond, Butler was on the 
James River, and was able to creep up lo City 
Point and Bermtida Hundred* He had there a 
capital opportunity to operate with probable suc- 
cess against Richmond, or. at least, Petersburg, 
But Butler was never brilliant in generalship, and 
Beauregard soon had his army, to borrow 
Grant's language, completely bottled up. 

In the mean time Grant, owing lo Lee's ill- 
ness, had made atich progress southward — 
though he had lo fight for it all the way— that 
by the 3d of June he was on the ground occupied 
by McClellan in June, 1862^ He was near Gaines 
Mil]. Lcc was intrenched at Cold Harbor, Here 
Grant's direct method got him into trouble, and 
illustrated the fact that good generalship in- 
cludes manosuvring to get around an enemy that 
holds an impregnable position. The Federal 
army was ordered to assault Lee^s position in 
front, — A hopeless effort, as every officer and 
man well knew. Many of the former, knowing 
overnight the work that was cut out for them 
on the morrow, wrote their names and addresses 
on paper, which they pinned to the backs of their 
coats, so that their dead bodies might be iden- 
tified and the news of their death sent to their 
friends. The Federal army, however, went 
bravely to the assault on the morning of the 3d. 
The charges were characterized by stupendous 
exhibitions of courage on the part of the attack- 
ing columns and the defenders alike. But it was 
quickly decided that the position could not be 
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taken. The waste o( life was terrific ; the 
slaughter was wholesale; it was not wax, hot 
murder. The losses of the Union arni> are 
estimated at seven thousand. It was an awful 
mistake on the p^n uf Grant. The battle of 
Cold Harbor more than any other exemplifies 
Grant's utter lack of feeling in regard to the sac- 
rifice of human life. He never studied to save 
men* His policy was to bear on the enemy with 
such obstinate and continuous force that the 
enemy must sooner or later be broken- So long 
as this end was achieved, it mattered little what 
damage resulted to his own side. He was calm 
in the confidence that he could stand it longest. 
This won in the end; but it was an Indefensible 
policy at Cold Harbor, This Grant himself after- 
wards acknowledged. He was now compelled to 
move his army south oE the Jnimes River. 

Petersburg was now in the way. If Butler had 
performed his part in the programme arranged 
by Grant, this city would soon have been in Fed- 
eral possession. But Butler delayed, and Beau- 
regard made good use of the lime to scrape to- 
gether an army for the defence of this gateway 
to Richmond. By the r6th of June the Confed- 
erate commander wa;; ready to receive the Fed- 
eral advance. During that day and the two fol- 
lowing, determined assaults on the front were 
made by the Union army, but they resulted only 
in a loss of nearly ten thousand men. While the 
main army was resting, detachments were sent to 
the southward to raid the Weldon Railroad; but 
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these were defeated, leaving many prisoners and 
large quantities of supplies in the hands of the 
Confederates, Sheridan also, who was to dose 
in on Richmond from the west, was not having- 
better success, having come in contact with 
General Morg^an. 

Matter? again looked exceedingly gloomy for 
the North. She had an enormous army in the 
field, commanded by the ablest general who had 
hitherto appeared. He had attempted what was 
unquestionably liis best; and yet the stronghold 
of the Confederacy still laughed at Federal as- 
saults. There is a hint that even Grant's stout 
heart was discouraged But a study of the war 
leads one to believe that he never lost confidence 
in the result if allowed to persist in hJs own way. 
One serious drawback with which he now had 
to contend was the character of his troops. 
Many were "bounty men/* many were of the 
lowest order morally and physically. DoubtlesSi 
if Grant at this time had had the army com- 
manded by McClellan in 1862, he would have 
made short work of his task. One supposed 
proof of his depression is the probable fact that 
he was again drinking. But the main thing we 
see in him is the grim determination to hold on. 
If he had any misgiving, it could only have been 
that the North might rebel against his costly 
methods and that he would be thwarted or even 
supersededn This probably explains the strange 
episode in relation lo Butler. The Massachusetts 
general was no soldier; he was only a politician. 
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But he retained his position in the anny, inconi- 
petent as he provi^d himself, by means of some 
hold which he had upon Grant, The latter asked 
for Butler's removal for the gciod of Ihe cause. 
Halleck wrote Grant a letter recognizing But- 
ler's " total unfitness to command in the field." 
But for political reasons it was necessary to lake 
care of him. Grant suggested that he be given 
local command of a department. This was 
agreed to in Washington, and an order was sent 
to Grant to this effecln and transferring Butler's 
command to " Balc!y" Smith, Thereufton Grant 
was visited by Butler, and on the following day 
he telegraphed to Washington that he had sus- 
pended the order for which he had expressly 
asked- Smith was relieved of bis command and 
sent to New York. Evidendy Butler had some 
means by which he was enabled to make Grant 
" back down." 

While the campaigns were going on in Vir- 
ginia and Georgia, the Confederates were en- 
deavoring to disturb these plans by certain offen- 
sive operations, particularly the invasion of 
Maryland by Early. In June this general started 
up the valley on an expedition which gave to the 
authorities at Washington a serioijs time for a 
while. The lower valley had been occupied by 
Sigel He had been defeated in May by Breck- 
enriclge and Imboden, and was therefore super- 
seded by General Hunter with a larger force. 
Hunter proceeded to a campaign on Tjroperty, 
He turned the Valley of Virginia, his native 
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Stale, into a wilderness. Nothing was spared, 
neither public buildings nor private residences. 
Hunter and Early arrived at Lynchburg togetlier 
on the I7lh. When, the ConEederates were ex- 
pecting the former to attack he was preparing 
a retreat, in which he was followed until driven 
beyond the field upon which he could hinder 
Early's plans. 

On July 2 Early was at Winchester He 
crossed Ihe Potomac on the 6lh, and, deter- 
mined that the expedition should at least pay its 
own expenses, collected from Hagerstown and 
Frederick City two hundred and twenty thou- 
sand dollars. On the 9th Lew Wallace made an 
attempt to stay the Confederate progress at Mo- 
nocacy Bridge. A brief but severe engagement 
followed. Though it lasted but two hours, the 
Confederates lost from six to seven hundred 
men, and the Union army more than twice that 
number and also seven hundred prisoners, Wal- 
lace was defeated; but the fact that he had de- 
layed Early probably saved Washington from 
assdult- 

The Northern capital was never in greater 
peril than at this time. The news that it had 
been taken was even spread through the Union. 
Baltimore and Washington were not too well 
defended. For the sake of Ihe latter Lincoln 
was compelled to refuse urgently requested aid 
to the former. His words. " I hope neither Bal- 
timore nor Washington will be taken," are good 
evidence of the seriousness of the situation. 
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It seems that a part of the plan arranged be- 
tween Lee and Early for the capture of Wash- 
ington was thai the latter should rem force hjm- 
self by the release of the Confederate prisoners 
at Point Lookout. A detachment of cavalry was 
sent for this purpose. Early proceeded to the 
fortifications by the Seventh Street road on the 
1 ith. It seems likely that a prompt and vigorous 
attack would have put him in possession of the 
city, for it was defended principally by invalids 
and one hundred days^ men, with no one of 
any ability in command. But the Confederate 
general was unaware of the real situation, and 
delayed, Ihus giving time for reinforcements to 
arrive. 

The opportunity was again lost by the usual 
inability of the Southern commanders to reap 
the fruits of their prowess. By the middle of 
July Early was recrossing the Potomac, having 
accomplished nothing but to scare the North, 
capture an immense quantity of supplies, cattle* 
etc., and hinder Grant's projects by diverting 
from him portions of his army before Richmond. 
Grant might have put himself at the head of the 
forces which followed Early out of Maryland; 
but he neglected to do so, and consequeatly the 
Confederate had things all his own way. 

Grant, however, proceeded to compensate for 
this error of judgment by sending Sheridan to 
the Shenandoah Valley. This commander fur- 
nished successes which were sorely needed to stir 
the flagging Union zeal and enable the North to 
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believe that her vast armies were worth sup- 
porting. On the 19th Sheridan won a well- 
earned viclory over Early al Winchester In his 

despatch he says, " After a most stubborn and 
sanguinary engagement, which lasted from early 
in the morning unlil five o'clock in the evening, 
1 completely defeated him» and, driving him 
through Winchester, captured about two thou- 
sand five hundred prisoners, five pieces of artil- 
lery, nine army flags, and most of their 
wounded." Then followed the battle of Fisher's 
Hill, At this place the Confederates were 
strongly intrenched; but Sheridan succeeded in 
flanking them, and Early's army, being thus con- 
fused, was easily defeated. This was on the 23d 
of September, From that time to the 18th of 
October, when the battle of Cedar Creek finished 
Early's Shenandoah career, Sheridan employed 
his army in laying waste the country. The har- 
vests were stored in the barns and mills. These 
were burned in every direction, and the country 
was so completely cleared of the means of sub- 
sistence that, *^ if a crow should fly over it, he 
would have to take his provender with him.'^ 

The battle of Cedar Creek was one of those 
picturesque events which historians always sufTi^ 
ciently dwell upon. Early surprised the two 
corps of Sheridan's army at Cedar Creek in 
their camp on the 18th of October. It was a 
complete rout, and would have ended as a most 
disastrous defeat for the Northern arms had not 
the Confederates stopped to plunder the camp. 
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The Federal leaders succeeded Ip rallying their 

fleeing corps and driving them back to their 
duty, and, Ihe Confederate ranks having been 
thinned by the absence of the plunderers, the 
reorganized Union men quickly turned what had 
been a decisive defeat into a victory which ended 
the campaign. After the overthrow oi Early 
in the Shenandoah Valley all important move- 
ments tn that portion o£ Virginia were at an 
end, and both sides concentraied their attention 
on Petersburg and Richmond. 

If the successes of Sherman and Sheridan dtd 
not wholly secure the re-election of President 
Lincoln, at least to them must be accounted his 
tremendous majorities. The people of the North 
and the South were now fast drifting to exactly 
opposite slates of mind. The latter were begin- 
ning to lose all confidence in the success of iheir 
cause. They were Uiinktng, " If a disastrous end 
is to come, it had better come quickly," They 
had no faith in their Executive- Davis's predic- 
tions of sweeping the enemy off the Southern 
soil could no longer delude them. There was 
neither sympathy nor co-operation between the 
President and his Cabinet and Congress, Davis 
was stigmatized in the Southern Senate as " an 
amalgam of mahce and mediocrity/^ On the 
other hand, the Northern people had come to see 
that victory was well-nigh in the hands of Lin- 
coln. He had gained their complete confidence. 
They had, however, done all they wished to do 
for the Union. There were no more volunteers. 
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They were weary of the war, and yearned in- 
expressibly for its close. But there was now 
little of the " peacc-at-any-pricc" sentiment. 
The Union was winning, Lincoln was winning. 
He now had the right generals, at least as good 
as there were. He was re-elected by twenty- 
two States out of twenty-five, receiving two 
hundred and liiirleen votes to McCiellan's 
twenty-one. The States that voted for Mr. 
Lincoln in 1864 and gave him a majority of 
494,567, in r86o cast a popular vote against him 
of one hundred thousand. Since the election of 
tS6o three States had been admitted to the 
Union, which raised the number to thirty-six, 
bul eleven claimed to have seceded from the 
Union. Accordingly, the Electoral College 
represented only twenty-five, or a little more 
than two-thirds of the States. 

It was a vote that the war must g-o on- Early 
in the summer there had been plenty in the 
North who would have sacrificed the Union for 
peace. Now it must be a fight to the finish; the 
South must be subjected. This, however, con- 
sidered solely in relation to natural conditions, 
was scitl an almost impossible task. At its ad- 
journment in the spring of 1865 — its last ad- 
journment — the Confederate Congress published 
an address to the people. Among other things it 
set forth the practical impossibility of subjuga- 
tion. Its reasoning was sound. 

After Hood's repulse at Atlanta he withdrew 
his forces from that section andj early in Novem- 
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bcr, 1864, marched into Tennessee for the ptir- 
pose of capturing Sherman's base of supplies. 
But the Confederaies were fighiing a losing bat- 
tle now in the West, The Mississippi River, a» 
well as a large part of Kentucky, Tennessee, and 
neighboring Stales, had passed out of their h^nds 
forever. On November 30 Hood attacked Scho- 
field about twenty miles out of Nashville, but was 
defeated, notwithstanding his superior numerical 
strength, and allowed Schofield to join Thomas 
in Nashville, Two weeks later came the battle 
of NashviKe, one of the most disastrous for the 
South during the war, when Hood's army was 
almost destroyed and its remnants pursued for 
several hundred miles. 

The Confederacy had already received its 
death-blow. Still however, the struggle was 
kept tip, partly by reason of the obstinacy of 
Davis, partly because of the alluring hope of gain- 
ing recognition abroad, and, lastly, the fight 
was prolonged through the pride and indomi- 
table win of the Southern people. But, note- 
worthy enough, this prolongation of the conflict 
only served to intensify the bitterness at the 
North, which bore ill fruit during the period of 
re const rue tion. 

The successful operation of the general Fed- 
eral plan was now almost completed- The Con- 
federacy had been surrounded by a band ci£ fire. 
Her ports were wrested from her, thus prevent- 
ing what traffic had been c^irried on nolwilh- 
standing the blockade. Her Western outposts 
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had been constantly driven in, all approach — ex- 
cept inimical — to her territory being cut off by 
the Federal possession of the great Western 
water-way. Sherman had dealt a deadly blow 
in his destructive march through Georgia and 
the Carolinas. Sheridan had raided the rich Vir- 
ginia Valley time and again. Grant was now 
hammering at the gate of the capital with a force 
and persistency which must ultimately break 
through. Should Richmond be taken the Con- 
federacy might yet live; but it would be under 
a higitive govemmenl which could no longer 
pretend to a digniRed place among the na^tions 
of men. Moreover, the people had neither the 
cause which impels to win or the spirit to uphold 
a guerilla warfare. It was a foregone conclu- 
sion, though not publicly adrailted by the author- 
ities or the generals, that wilh the fall of Rich- 
mond the war would be ended. 

But the siege of the Southern capital was a 
long and weary affaln Through a whole sum- 
mer and a winter the Army of the Potomac 
waited, man<EUvring and skirmishmg around 
Petersburg and Richmond- Grant tried every 
possible avenue of approach; but Lee's army 
was ever before him and so intrenched that even 
Grant's recklessness of blood and life at last 
flinched at Ihe assault. Every expedient was 
tried; but the Confederates repulsed the be- 
siegers. Other armies harassed the country and 
menaced important points; but Lee could not be 
induced to leave his charge. Nor was he drawn 
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strike effectively Ihe thin Confederate lines be- 
fore Petersburg, He did this, and pierced Lee's 
line in three places; but the Southern Iroops 
forded the nver and fell back wiihin the inner 
intrenchments of the city. Among their losses 
was General A, P. HilJ, who had done conspicu- 
ous service for the Confederate cause around 
Richmond during the campaigTi of McClellan in 
XS62. 

This battle was practically the ending of the 
war. On the 2d of Aprils whicli fell on a Sunday, 
President Davis recetvcd a telegram from Lee 
stating that his lines had been i>roken, and ad- 
vising the evacuation of Richmond that night, 
providing lie could not reg-ain hts position. The 
evacuation took place. The gallant defender of 
the Confederacy could do no more; the persist- 
ent courage of his able antagonist, aided by 
overpowering numbers, b^d vi^on. Richinond, so 
long planned for, fraught for, hoped for by the 
North, was now her prize. It fell into Federal 
hands with all the traditional confusion and ter* 
ror which accompany the taking of a city- The 
military authorities before the evacuation or- 
dered the burning of the great tobacco ware- 
house. This came near involving the whole city 
in a general conflagration. Everybody tried to 
f^ee. The streets were blocked by the inhabi- 
tants seeking to escape with their belongings. 
The commissary depot waa thrown open in order 
that the inhabitants might help themselves to 
the supplies, and retain them if they could. 




On ibe morning of April 3 the Star? and 
Stripes were ;va\'ingr over the Capitol. Wciliel. 
with a small force, had been left wtthia the lines 
of the Monh side. He waa instructed to uakt 
33 much noi^e as possible, ^o as to make a show 
of numbers. This he did, but at midntghl, hear- 
ing explosions in the dty, he rightly judg'ed that 
Richmontt was being evacuated At the earliest 
dawn his troops marched into the dty and went 
into the Capitol, over which they placed the 
Union flag. The city was an awful spectacle- 
Buildings were on fire in every direction. The 
people were fleeing in terror inspired equally by 
the conflagration and the Northern soldiers. 
The city was at once placed under martial Jaw^ 
and the troops were forbidden to annoy tlie in- 
habitants or molest their property. On the fol- 
lowing day there was rejoicing- in every Northern 
city, town, and hamlet. 

How would the fall of Richmond afTcct the 
Confederacy ? was the question asked in the 
South, The war could of course go on. Lcc 
rightly claimed that in the mountains of Virginia 
he could continue fighting for twenty years; but 
with the fall of Richmond there was nothing left 
to fight for. The Richmond Examiner took the 
only intelligent view of tlie situation when it 
s''id : 



" Each cantettini m th« war had made Kichmond the 
cenlral objecl of all lis pisins and all its cxcrhons. It has 
liecome the iymbol of the ConfeiJpracj. Tl? loss would be 
'^lalcnal ruin lo the caMSt, and, in b mortil poiai of vjew^ 
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abaoluldy destructive cnuhing the heart and exiinguiahing 
the Laal hope of the country. Our armies would lox the 
{ncetit]V«; m^pir«d by a great and worthy object of defence. 
Our nuJilarr policy would be totally at seaj we ahouJd be 
without a hope or an object; without civil or miUtarjr 
orgamMlion; without a treasury or a commiiiariat: with- 
out the means of keeping alive a wholesome and active 
public aentiment; without any o( the appliances for support- 
ing a cau!^e depending upon a popular faith and rnthusiasm; 
without the cmbJcina or the Bumblaoce of oationaJity^'* 



I 



When this view of the matter came to he real- 
ized, the commanders uf the South were wise 
and broad-minded enough to acquiesce in the 
cessation of hoslihties for the sake of prevent- 
ing ftirthcr and unavailing blf>odshed. It is 
true, Lee pushed up the Appomattox, which 
he crossed on the nighl of April 2. He de- 
sired to hold himself in such a position that he 
could take time for consideration of the outlook. 
Sheridan followed htm, cutting off such troops 
as were delayed in getting; away from Richmond. 
By the 5th of April Lee was at Amelia Court- 
House, thirty-six miles from Richmond. Meade 
was i.t his rear and also on his right flank. Sheri^ 
dan was in front of him, and Ord to the south. 
The Army of Northern Virginia, what remained 
of it, was entirely surrounded. Lee's position 
made battle hopeless, the deniQra ligation of his 
army made it impossible- The men were desert- 
ing in squads and the Confederate line of march 
was strewn with abandoned arms and equipment- 
The belief was prevalent in the army that the 
surrender was to be made. Grant wrote to Lee, 
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April jj suggesting the good policy of giving op 
the struggle in order to prevent further and 
useless effusion of blood. Several letters passed 

between the commanders. Grant declined to 
meet Lee in conference except on the under- 
standing that their coming together should be 
for the purpose of surrender. Nine letters in 
all were written on the 7th. 8th, and 9th of 
April. On the last-named dale the two generals 
met in a house owned by Wilmcr McLean at 
Appomattox, and with the least possible for- 
mality agreed on terms. It was a meeting 
between two bravc^ honesty sincere Americans, 
each respecting the other. The story that Lee 
tendered Grant his sword, which the latter de- 
clined to receive, is without foundation. No 
such offer was made. It is probable that Lee's 
anny, as surrendered, did not consist of over 
ten thousand men, the rest having absented 
themselves without leave as soon as it became 
known that surrender was likely to occur. The 
Boldiers were paroled, the officers were allowed 
to retain their side-arms, horses, and personal 
effects, but all other arms were lo be handed 
over to the Federal government. 

With the news that the articles of surrender 
had been signed, which meant that the war was 
over, ihe North went into a paroxysm of joy. 
Stanton uttered the prevalent sentiment when 
he telegraphed Grant: "Thanks be lo Almighty 
God for the great victory with which He has this 
day crowned you and the gallant armies under 
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your command. The thanks of this Department, 
and of the government, and of the Uniled States 
— Eheir reverence and honor have been deserve*! 
— will be rendered to you and the bnive and 
gallant officers and soldiers of your army for 
all lime/' A salute of two hundred guns was 
ordered fired from every arsenal and fort. The 
nation was mad for joy, in tUe Soulli there was 
corresponding depression. The feelings there, 
indeed, were mingled- With the humiliation 
naturally consequent on defeat, the sorrow over 
3 lost cause, doubt and fear as to the future, 
there was a sig-h of relief in knowing that the 
strife was ended. 

Lee's farewell address to his army is simple 
and characteristic of this taciturn man; and yet 
it shows between the lines a world of pathos. 
He wrote: 

" Gehehal Ordei No. g. 

" Heab-Quahttos Abkv Nobtbxbh VracifJiA, 

" April 10. [865. 

"After four yeira of arduous service, marked by iiniur- 
passed courage and foTiitud«i cKe Army oL Noiibetn Vir- 
ginia hji5 been compelled to yield lo ovcrwhdTning numbu-a 
and TUEOurces. 

"1 need nol lell the suTrivors of dO irLiny bard-fought 
bailies, who bave remained sneadfafit |o the last, ibal I bavc 
consented to (hi-* result from no distrust of then; hut, 
feeling thai valor and devotion could accompli&h nothing 
thai could compcn&dte for tl^e loss that wquM have atlEnded 
Ibe cominuaiion of the contest, 1 have detcrniined to avoid 
the useless aaLTificc of those whose past services have en- 
deared them to ihdr counirymen, 

"By the trrms of ngrc<;mcnt. ofliccrji and men can return 
to their hame£ and rt^moin there until exchanged, 
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" Vou will lakt with joo the latiibction thai procrnlB 
from ibv consciouiiness of duty faithfully performed; and 
I earnestly pray thai a mfrciTuI God will extend lo joa h'a 
bleising and proifcdon- 

"With an unceasing admiration of ymir constancy and 
devotion to your couniry, and a grateful remembrance of 
ynur kind and gcnerout con^jderatmn of myaetf, [ bid you 
an B^ccUonate Eirewell, 

"R, EL Lju, 

" GtnemL" 

This 13 very difFerent From the proclamation 
issued on ihe 5lh of April by Jefferson Davis : 

" Animated b^ that confidence in your sptril and foiiitude 
which never yet failed men I annotiuce lo you^ lellow-coun- 
trymen, that it ia my purpose to mainlain your cau^c with 
my who!e heart and fioul ^ iliai 1 will never con>feni tu 
abandon to the enemy one foot of the soil of any of the 
SlatfE of llie Confedrracy; thai Virg'inia^-nobJe Slate, 
whose ancient renown haa been eclipsed by her »Lill more 
glorious recent hisloiy~ whow bo»om hai been bared lo 
rcccwe the main shock of this war; whose sons and daugh- 
ters have exhibited heroism vt ^ubTlme aif lo render her 
illuslrious in nil lime to come— ihai Virginio, with the help 
of the people and by the blessing of Providence, shall be 
held and defended, and no pcoee ever be made with the 
Infarnous invaders of her territory," ("Rise ■nd Fall," 
vol. ii. p. ^.) 

Davis was of the opinion that Johnston^ who 
was in North Carolina closely watched by Sher- 
man, needed not to have surrendered, even after 
Lee was compelled to do so- But as early as the 
23d of February, when Johnston was reinstated 
in command of the Army of the Tetinessee, the 
cause of the Confederacj" appeared to him hope- 
less, and he saw no good in continuing ihe fight- 
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ing except ior the sake o£ obtaining better terms 
of peace. He was directed by General Lee to 
drive back Sherman, an order adniirable in its 
comprehensiveness, but sorely lacking in prac- 
ticability owing to the small number and scat- 
tered condition of Johnston's available troops. 
After much marching and two or three unim- 
portant engag-ements, the Army of the Tennes- 
see was concentrated near Bentouviiie on Ih* 
i8th of March. On the 19th, 2Qth. and 2tst an 
engagement occurred at this place, in which the 
Confederates, though they had the advantage, 
were not able to prevent Sherman from uniting 
with Schofield. On the 22d Johnstf^n moved to- 
wards Raieigh. April 11 he heard o( the sur- 
render of Lee. and immediately decided that 
further resistance on his part was useless. He 
met President Davis, by appointment, at Greens- 
boro on the 12th, Mr. Davis argued fcr the 
continuance of the war, for he believed that a 
brave stand would recall the soldiers who had 
deserted and arouse the spirit of the country. 
Finding no support, he finally persuaded John- 
ston to send Sherman a letter asking for an 
armistice. The contents of this letter were as 
iollows : 



"The r»Lj|ts of the r«cnt cafnpaiffns in Vireinia have 
cliangn] ihr rrldtlvr imlitAry condition df the brllig^rrnls, 
I am therefore induced to address you, in this form, the 
inquiry whether, in order to atop Ihc furiber effusion o( 
blood and devastaiton of property, you are wilMng to malre 
a lemporaty 5uspni5Jon of active opFmlions, and to com- 
munic^ie to Lienleoant-Genera] Grant, commaDdins the 
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«nnin of ihc UniKd Statu, die rcquut ibat he wi3] ttkt 
like aclion ii> regard to other ntfTnies, — the object bein^ bj 
p«rmii the civil authoriti;£ lo «ntcr into the needfuT ArroagC- 
mcnts to (enninalc the txisling wu" 



General Slierman assented to a meeting, which 
took pkce on the Following day at a hou^e on 
the Raleig-h road The first thing Sherman did 
was to show Johnston a telegram announcing 
the assassination of President Lincoln. This 
elicited from the Confederate general the dec^ 
laraCion that " tlie event was the greatest possi- 
ble calamity lo the South," 

General Sherman staled that an armistice 
giving opportunity for the civil powers to D*gi 
tiate terms of peace was out of the question ; for 
Wasliinglon would never consent to the rccogni^ 
tion of any civil capacity on the part of the lead- 
ers of the Confederacy. Johnston suggested 
that, as generals had been known to arrange 
the terms of a permanent peace* so they might. 
After considerable discussion, and much argu- 
ment as to whether the Confederate President 
and his Cabinet should be included in the general 
amnesty, a Basis of Agreement was signed by 
both generals. 

This was rejected by the government of the 
United States. Thereupon General Johnston 
asked for another meeting. An agreement of 
surrender was then made which was similar in 
effect to that between Grant and Lee. 

The acceptation by the United States govern- 
ment of the first basis of agreement would have 
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produced instant peace throughout the country. 
But in signing it Sherman was going outside hia 
authority; and as there was no mention of 
shvery or the recent legislation on slavery, its 
adoption might have resulted in hardly less con- 
fusion than that which in reality ensued. 

The smaller armies of the Confederacy sur- 
rendered in due time, — that of Taylor, in Ala- 
bama! on May S, and that of Kirby Smith, on May 
26, at Baton Rouge. The ships of the South had, 
with the sole exception of the " Shenandoah/' 
been swept from the seas, and she, after destroy- 
ing the American whaling fleet and sundry craft 
captured on the PaciRc Ocean, surrendered in 
August, 1865, a date whose delay can hardly be 
accounted for by the allegation of Waddell, her 
commander, that prior to it he had not received 
trustworthy information of the close of the war. 

No better evidence of the good faith of the 
South could be furnished than the fact that after 
the surrender not a gun was fired against the 
supporters of the Federal government. 
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The assassination of President Lincoln was a 

greater calamity to the South ilian il was to the 
North. Jefferson Davis says he made a declara- 
tion to this effect immediately on hearing the 
news of ihat sad event, though he admits that the 
Confederates then standing around liim cheered 
the announcement of the death of the man whom 
they regarded as their arch-enemy. Uncoln 
Strained the Constitution beyond its limit to meet 
the emergencies occasioned by the Civil War; 
but his intention was ever to be governed by the 
strict letter of that instrument. His proclama- 
tion and message of December 8, 1863, which 
must be accepted as the plan of reconstruction to 
which he consistently adhered, promised all per- 
sons who took sides with the Confederacy, ex- 
cept certain described classes^ amnesty and res- 
toration of property upon their taking an oath 
of allegiance to the Union, provided they also 
agreed to support the slavery legislation enacted 
during the war, unless repealed by Congress or 
annulled by the Supreme Court, No mention 
was made of any purpose of conferring the suf- 
frage upon emancipated slaves, though as- 
surances of permanent freedom were given to 
them^ It was the universal opinion during the 
394 
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early period of the war that when it should cease 
the seceding States might resume their original 
status in the Union, Many, however, adhered 
to the view that as States they had committed 
suicide, and that they shouJd be simply regarded 
as Territories. Stevens held that ihcy should be 
regarded as conquered provinces. 

The coming strife between the executive and 
legislative branches of the government over the 
relations of the confederated Stales to those of 
the Union had been foreshadowed during Lin- 
coln's administration when he undertook to carry 
out his liberal policy of *' restoration'* as opposed 
to the fanatical " root and branch vagaries" of 
the majority in Congress, The latter, under the 
guidance of men like Thaddeus Stevens and 
Charles Sumner, were bent on " reconstruction." 
The difficulties of the situation were increased, 
moreover, by several factions which forced on 
the government the problems never before thrust 
on a nation at the close of a mighty struggle. In 
the first place, unfortunately for both North and 
South, no treaty was possible at the close of hos- 
tilities. Then, again, the Federal character of 
the government increased rather than diminished 
the gravity of the situation. Both individual* 
and States had to be dealt with. To the large- 
minded Lincoln the solution was easy enough- 
While the State governments that had existed 
under the protection of the Confederacy had been 
destroyed, the States themselves survived, and 
needed merely to be restored to their former 
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position in the Union, — which wm tlie view tlia 
in (he end prevailed- If individuals were to be 
puni&hed* well and good, but a State could not 
be blotted out. 

Seward was heartily in favor of ihis plan. His 
doctrine was one of reconciliation, and to secure 
it he was willing, if necessary, to go to the extent 
of a declaration of war against France over the 
Mexican question, so as to get the veterans ^ 
of both sides under a comiuon banner again- f 
Thirty-five years were to elapse before, :n the 
Spanish- American War, Seward's hope was to be 
realized. Finally, there was presented to the 
government the negro problem. What was to be 
the status of those millions of blacks who had 
never enjoyed the rights of marriage, of holding 
property, making contracts, appearing in courts 
of justice, to say nothing of performing civic 
duties? Lincoln's overshadowing personality 
had warded off an open breach with Congress, 
and there was a dispr>sii]on to allow htm to try 
his magnanimous policy, but how was it to fare 
with his successor, who on April 15, 1865, came 
into the Presidency and for the next four years 
occupied the White House? All eyes were now 
turned on him, and committee alter committee 
eagerly sought to obtain some indication of his 
policy. 

Johnson was unable at first to give adequate 
expression to his utter detestation of all the lead- 
ers of the lU-sCarred Confederacy. "Treason 
must be made odious, '* was his favorite text. 
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A " poor white'' of the South, he had, by sheer 
force of his greal naiural abilities, risen lo the 
highest office both in Tennessee and in the re- 
public; but he had not forgotten many real as 
well as many imaginary injuries he had experi- 
enced at the hands of those who regarded them- 
selves as his social superiors, — the defeated chief- 
tains of the South. His language in reference 
to them was now coarse, harsh, and vindictive. 
Even the Northern radicals, in the intoxication of 
victory, felt some alarm, and counselled modera- 
tion. Soon, however, there was a complcic 
change in the attitude of the President. What 
caused it? There were some who said that 
Seward, the diplomatic, sagacious Secretary of 
State, obtained the mastery and persuaded John- 
son that Lincoln's pohcy was the only wise and 
safe one. Others maintained that Johnson was 
cajoled by the Southern leaders, whose blandish- 
ments were irresistible, — that he wished to gain 
their favor. Then again there were not a few 
who were inclined to see in his opposition to 
negro enfranchisement and reconstruction the 
hereditary views of a Southerner. Possibly there 
was truth in all these daims. But none of them 
does justice to Johnson's ability. He saw clearly 
in time the true state of things, and history has 
justified his course. To his credit be it said, he 
bravely adhered lo it through every sort of per- 
secution » 

Andrew Johnson sought to give actuality to 
the policy of re-establishment held by his prede- 
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cessor He agreed with Lincoln chat aa soon 
"rebellion" ceased ihe insurgetii States, under 
the Constitution, necessarily resumed iheir posH 
tion, privileges, and responsibilities in the Uaion, 
that the amnesty reinstated the voters. But, uo- 
fortunately, Johnson had not Lincoln's saz'oir 
[aire. He was a stubborn, aggressive, tactless 
man, absolutely incapable of accommodating 
himself in any way to those who differed with 
him* His sympathies were wholly with the 
South, except upon the one point of the Union. 
Being a Democrat, he was naturally an object of 
extreme jealousy on the part of Congress. It 
was predisposed lo view his acts with suspiciou. 
Hia manner and disposition did not in the least 
tend to alleviate this attitude. 

On May 29, 1865, Johnson issued this procla- 
mation: 

"To thf CTid, fhcrfforc, that the authoritj of the gov*m- 
mfht of Iht Unilcd Slal» niay be rr-tiortd» and that peace. 
order, and iTtedtjm n^y bt re*eA(ablished, I, Andrew Johc- 
tOR, President oi the Uoilcd Stalc^L do procLaim ind dcdarc 
Ihal T hereby grant to jll pcrwn^ v/ho have direcll/ or indi- 
rectly participated in the exislins rebellion, c«cepl as herein- 
after excepted, amnesty and pavd^in, with restoration of all 
riffhlA of property, CTicept &a lo tlavc^, and cKctpI m navs 
where le^al praceedingi under the laws of ihe Uniied States 
providing for the coadscstion of property of pcriort engagrrd 
in the rebellion have b«n losiiCizted: but on the condition, 
neverlhelejs, tTial every such person ^tiall talcc and subsrrih* 
the following oath or Bffirmation, and thenceforwird keep 
and maintain said oaTli invioUle; ;ind which n^ich ahall be 
rcgisierpd for permanent preiervation, and shall be of the 
tenor and effect foTlowing, — to vr it : 

"'^, " ^ , do flolemniy swear (or affirm)* la 
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pr»ciLCF oi Almight/ God, that 1 will hifncerorth faithfully 
support and defend the Constitution of the United State* 
and the Union ihrrtundfr. and [hat 1 wilt, in like manntr. 
abide by and fflithful!y HupiKtrt all laws and prodnmatjons 
which have been made during ihe existing rebellion with 
rcEertncc to the emaacipation ol slaves, sq he^p mc God.' '* 



In obedience to Johnson^E proclamation and in 
cotiformity with Lincoln's policy of restoration^ 
the properly qualified classes of while citizens 
met in conventions throughout the Southern 
Stales directly after the war and erected " pro- 
visional governments/' composed for the most 
part of reputable citizens who had taken the oath 
of allegiance required by law. The single excep- 
tion perhaps was Tennessee, whose "Lincoln 
government" was kept up. The continuation of 
these provisional g^overnments depended on the 
temper of the North and the South. General 
Grant, who made a short visit to the Southern 
States soon after the war, made a most favor- 
able report to the President regarding the con- 
dition of affairs there. Shortly afterwards, 
however Carl Schurz, after a more protracted 
stay in the defeated section, gave a most dis- 
couraging account not only of the sentiments of 
the South towards the negro, but towards the 
Federal government itself. It was this report, 
more than anything else» that brought about the 
extreme measures of the reconstruction era 
which were in force until nullified by the political 
revolution of 1876. 

On February t, iS6^, Congress had proposed 



4*0 



THE TRUE CIVIL WAR 



to the States the Thirteenth Amendment to the 
Constitution, prohibiting slavery. Under the 
Constitution the ratification of three-fourths of 
the States was necessary to render this valid. 
Delaware and Kentucky refused to ratify. Flor- 
ida and Mississippi did not act upon the amend- 
ment at this time. Texas had not reorganized. 
The Amendment consequently was ratified by 
sixteen free and eleven formerly slave-holding 
States. Thus the Amendment was accepted by 
exactly the necessary three-fourths, A dilemma 
was here rendered unavoidable- either the for- 
mer Confederate States were in possession of 
valid and legitimate g-overnments, or the Amend- 
ment was not constitutionally ratified. The 
Southern Slates which voted had reorganized in 
accordance with the President's proclamation. 

These Southern States had in all good faith 
accepted the conditions laid upon them by the 
results of the war. They also received Federal 
garrisons in all the large towns. They proceeded 
to legislate in regard to the emancipated negroes 
in a spirit which after events have since proved 
to have been wise and necessary to domestic 
well-being-; but, however desirable the measures, 
they were ill-timed. The Southern Legislatures 
could not but view with the most serious appre- 
hension the advent to unaccustomed and unre- 
strained freedom of the vast horde of negroes 
suddenly released from the patriarchal restraints 
customarily imposed on them. These people 
were without houses and without means of sub- 
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sistence except labor under entirely new condi- 
tions. Enact mentfl which bore particularly upon 
the negroes were made in regard to labor con- 
tracts and vagrancy. Offences of a minor degree 
were made punishable by compulsory labor, to 
which the culprit was hired out by judicial pro- 
cess. In some States it wa^s made requisite that 
the freed man should obtain written contracts or 
licenses to work. The man not able to show such 
a license was subject to arrest for vagrancy and 
to consequent compulsory labor. Minors were to 
serve an apprenticeship until they came to a cer- 
tain age. It was indeed a system by which the 
negro would be gradually initiated into the full 
rights of his freedom, and the white population 
in the mean time safeguarded against the mani- 
fest dangers which the emancipation of the slaves 
entailed- But all this seemed to the people of the 
North like an attempt to evade the effects of 
abolition. It was another instance of setting an 
incontrovertible theory over against an irrecon- 
cilable condition. 

Strenuous and successful effort was made by 
the Republican legislators to thwart and invali- 
date the process of reins ta lenient which was 
going on in the South under the proclamation of 
the President. An act had been passed m March, 
1863, creating in the War Department a " Bu- 
reau of Refugees, Freedmen. and Abandoned 
Lands." This was to be the legal guardian of 
the negro. 

The best friends of this institution admit that 
26 
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it deicrioraled into an abu^. Tis real history ia 
one of official corruption and tymnny the like of 
whit h can ht paralleled in no other civilised coun- 
try. Il was made an engine by which Northern 

adventurers enrichefJ themselves and Republican 
majorities were heaped up by enforced or cajoled 
negro votes. A faithful stirring of Ihc history of 
the Freedmcn's Bureau cannot fail to make mani- 
fest an exceedingly bad '>3or- Il was the pet 
instrument of the detestable "carpel-bagger/' a 
Northern adventurer, or the pliant tool of the 
" scalawag," a Southern renegade . 

Congress was all the more disposed to arbi- 
trary measures in relation to the defeated South- 
ern States by reason of the fact that President 
Johnson had forestalled it by reinstating those 
Commonwealths. The North was determined 
to be governed in her action towards the pros- 
trate South by a spirit which was denoted 
by the watchword "Thorough/' It meant a 
thorough adjustment of the condition of the 
negro in accordance with a radical view of his 
rights; it had in view a complete subjugation of 
the recalcitrant States in order that the State 
rights theory should never again lift its head in 
opposition to the central government. Congress 
proceeded to legislate under the assumption 
that all Federal law had been suspended, by their 
act of rebellion, in the States which had partici- 
pated in the Confederacy, and that such Uw 
could not be revived except by the declaration 
of Congress. Thus Congress assumed the right 
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to reconstrticl the Southern States in any way it 
should see fit; for it was maintained that even 
the State governments themselves at the South, 
except those like the Pierpont machine in Vir- 
ginia, and similar creatures o£ the Northern gov- 
ernment in Louisiana, Tenaessee, and Arkansas, 
neceasarily fell with the Confederacy, 

In accordance with this view, when Congress 
reassembled in 1865 the seceding States were 
omitted from the roll-call. A resolution passed 
both houses to the effect that neither Senators 
nor Representatives should be received from the 
seceding States until Congress had readmitted 
those States to the Union, although, in accord- 
ance with the suggestions of the President, 
Southern Representatives, duly elected, were 
ready to take their scats. The troops were still 
in the South; it was martial law de facto; the 
transition to de jure was scarcely necessary. 

Now begfan a strife between the President and 
Congress, which forms the least respectable 
phase of American history. 

On March 2. 1867. radical measures were 
adopted in relation to the Southern States. The 
preamble of the first act. though it can scarcely 
be substantiated in fact, expressed the purpose 
of these measures. 



"Whdieas, No Ic^al State governments, or adequate pro- 
t«tion (or life or property, now exial in ihe rebel Stjici of 
Virpnia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama. 
Mississippi, Louisiana, Florida, Texas, sud Arkansas; and 
wbcreas* it ia ncccaaar? that peace and good order should 
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bt tnioteed in aaJd Slites, until layil and republican Sute 
govprnmcnii can be leg^l^ est^bliahcd: [licrrforr* be It 
enacted," etc. 

The bill was passed over the President's veto. 
By it Ihe South was divided into five military dis- 
tricts, each under a general officer of the Union 
army. The President, in his message vetoing 
the bill, said, — 

"Thu£j aver all th«e ten Stares, ihis military eovenunent 
U tiaw drul^rcd io have unhmited auihurii^. h ia no lanp-r 
confined Io the preservation of Ibe public peace, the adrain- 
islrjlion uf crimiiia] law, the regiarralion of voters, and th? 
GuperintChdcncc of elections; but, ' in all respects,' it as- 
serted to be paranigunt to the exist iog (tvil govcrnmenL It 
is impossible to conceive any state of society more intolerable 
than thi^, and yet ir is (□ thia condition that Iwflve millions 
of Ametjcan citizens are reduced by the Congreu of the 
Dnjird Slalrs. Over every part of the immense territory 
occupied by these American citizens ih« Consiituiion of the 
Cnilrd Slates ia theorcljcally in Full operation. It binds 
all the people, then, and should protect them; yet tbey arc 
denied every one of its sacred ^iarantec5- Of what avail 
will it be 10 any one of these Southern people, when seUed 
by a hie of aoldieMn to ask for the cauK of arre^E, or for 
the production of the warrant? Of what avail to aak for ilic 
privilege of ba.il when in military custody. ^hEth knows no 
such thiirg Ri bail? Of wb^t avail to demand a trial by 
jury^ process for witnesses, a copy of the indictment, the 
privilcfte oE counsel, or that greater privilege, the writ ol 
habcfls corpus i*" 

But the President's own reasoning was equally 
unavailing. An absolutely parlisan Congress 
was perfectly able, and more than willing, to pass 
its measures over his veto- 
In June, 1866, Congress proposed to the 
Slates the Fourteenth Amendment to the Con- 
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stituiioQ- The purpose of this was to incorpo- 
ra<e the provisions of the above- mentioned bill 
in ihc fundamental law. It slated thai "all per- 
sons bom or naturalized in Che United States ^nd 
subject to the jurisdiction thereof should be ac- 
knowledged as citizens of Ihe United States. By 
December. 1866, when the new Congress came 
together, many of the Southern States had re- 
jected thb Amendment. Thereupon measures 
were taken by which reconstruction along the 
lines laid down by the triumphant party might 
be enforeed. Preparatory to this, universal suf- 
frage was established in the District of Cotumbia 
and in the Territories in spite of a veto; General 
Grant was put in charge of the whole military 
arm of the govemmentj and his position was 
rendered almost independent of the President; 
the Tenure of Office Act, an unwarranted meas- 
ure, was passed, designedly to subject the Pr^i- 
dent's appointments to and removals from office 
to the approval of the Senate. It was this last 
which oitensibly resulted in the impeachment of 
President Johnson. He demanded the resigna- 
tion of Secretary Stanton ; the latter, refusing to 
resign, was superseded by the President in ac- 
cordance with the terms of the Act. Congress, 
on reassembling in December, 1867, refused to 
permit Stanton's removal. President Johnson 
determined to ignore the Tenure of Office Act, 
and again removed Stanton, Thereupon, in Feb- 
ruary, 1868, the House voted to impeach the 
■ President for high crimes and misdemeanort. 
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The Senate closed the trial on May i6, when the 
vote stftod thirty-five for conviction ^nd niae^ 
teen for acquittal; a two-thirds majority being 
required for conviction, Ihe President was ac- 
quitted by one vote, and Stanton resided his 
office, 

II is said that a conviction of Johnson was 
never intended; that the Senate secretly decided 
to come within one vote of the fatal act. The 
whole trial was a farce from beginning to end- 
The President was impeached for one thing, but 
tried for another, and the decisions of the Chief 
Justice in matters of evidence were again and 
again overruled by the " runip" Congress. As 
was cleverly said at the lime» Johnson was tried 
for declaring that the Southern Stales were in 
the Union^ and at the same time JefTerson Das'is 
was languishing (n prison because he said they 
were not in the Union. 

When Jefferson Davts fled from Richmond the 
Northern government offered a reward of one 
hundred thousand dollars for hJs arrest^ and on 
May lo, 1865, he was captured in Georgia. The 
conduct of the Federal authorities towards the 
fallen chieftain was vulg-ar and inexcusable from 
beginning to end. First came the cowardly story 
that he was attired in woman's apparel when 
apprehended, which was proved to be a deLib* 
crate fabrication. Then came his imprisonment 
in Fortress Monroe, where he was treated with 
a cruelty and insolence that seem almost in- 
credible. He was never bronght to trial. There 




RECONSTRUCTION 



40 V 



was mucli cheap blustering about the necessity 
of executing him as well as other Southern 
leaders; but (orCunately, Philip drunk was over- 
ruled by Philip sober, and the danger of outrage 
and death passed from the chiers of the Lost 
Cause. The trial of Davis would have involved, 
as of course, the whole question of secession, a 
cause decided by the sword, with the bare possi- 
bility thst the Supreme Court might have re- 
versed the decision. 

On March 2, 1867, Congress passed the " Re- 
construction Act.'* An election was to be heM 
in each Slate for delegates to a State Conven- 
tion. The military commanders were to enroll 
in each State all legal voters^ in accordance with 
the terms of the Fourteenth Amendment. This 
enrolment included tiic negroes, and excluded 
the great majority of the intelligent Southern 
menwhoha4 taken part in the war, therefore the 
conventions were not difficult to handle. The 
conventions were instructed to frame constitu- 
tions in which the franchise was extended to ajl 
classes of citizens in accordance with the Amend- 
ment. To these same voters the constitutions 
were to be submitted and then sent to Congress. 
Each State was to be readmitted to representa- 
tion as soon as the Legislature convened under 
these new constitutions should ratify the Four- 
teenth Amendment. 

By means of thts process, which can hardly 
be called popular, the two Carolinas, Georgia, 
Florida, Alabama, Louisiana, and Arkansas were 
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prepared for readmission by the end of June. 
1868, Mississippi, Virginia, and Texas were de- 
layed by the difficulty with which, through the 
manipulation of the voters, majoricies could be 
obtained for the constitutions framed by the 
reconstructing convenlions, Georgia was not 
rcadmitlcd until January 30, 1871, on account 
of the fact that her laws had declared negroes 
ineligible to hold office. Tennessee's old Union 
government was maintained, although it repre- 
sented the Lincoln plan of restoration rather 
than the Congressional theory of reconstruc- 
tion. For eight years the new governments, 
propped up by Federal bayonets, plundered the 
South and kept that section in a state of anarchy 
that beggars description- The rancor and bit- 
terness that the South subsequently displayed, 
and in not a few instances yet holds, was not 
caused so much by the losses sustained during 
the Civil War as by the treatment she after- 
wards received at the hands of the North- The 
former were regarded as the inevitable incidents 
of war, and accepted as such; the latter was the 
outcome of the desire for revenge and plunder 
made possible by the illogical theories of in- 
competent Congressmen backed by demagogues 
and a rabidly sectional press. But. in spite of all 
adversities and opposition, the South has gained 
the confidence of the financial interests of the 
United States, and her material advancement, in 
which her own sons have taken the chief part, has 
been rapid and noteworthy. She has, too, by the 



« 



RECONSTRUCTION 



4og 



political revolution of 1876^ begun the move- 
ment that has to-day given her the mastery of 
her own peculiar circumstances; and, withal, she 
has convinced the country that she is a loyal 
section of a Union of which she is justly proud. 
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